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ZASTER MAET. by MALCOLM COTTER. Hon.Recorder.

The most successful meet of the group yet was held over Eaester
between the 16th and 19th of April - at one time six membera were pregent,
thres of whom had just joined.

BASTHATER SHALLET.  (26.4.34)

- Liembers of the party were; Dennis Hemmings, lMfichael Burbidge,
+ Tony Crawford, Geoff Wingrove, and M. Cotier. .

After collecting the entronce lkey from Tastwater farm, we pitched
tent near the cave entrance, changed, end placed our olothing in the tent.
At the head of the boulder maze Tohy pointed out a small pool and the first
of the red guide markings. By following them we were ablc to reach the
bage of the most complicated mass I have yet saen, and stood in a chamber
with a streaw enterinz from one cormer of the roof. Following the water
dow we found ourselves in a sieeply descending passage which we prasumed wag
the 380 ft. way. To begin with we passed a passage to the left for future
exploration. The way levelled out and we sgueezed through & narrow rift, at
the base of vhich was a long pool. The passage thon took a tum to the right,
and after a fov fcot endod in =n impasasable slot. Whilo returning to the
brunch pacsage gecn carlier, we found two small frogs in the strcam; thoy wore
not albinoa.

The side pacsege let us into a steeply sloping bedding with deep
runnsla whers th. water went in flcod. Tony and I were a little ashaezd of the
othcrs and had rcoched a congtricted dovmward passaga when we heard that Ceoff
wag unable to jut through. On the roturn I saw that thu decpoat runncl conte
inuod on upvards in a passage, so decided to follow as it sugzoested an alturn-
ative rolite., At the fop it oponed out into a chimncy with a choics of dirocte
ions, ono or vhich led dovmviurds into a long tunnel. Crailing throuzh a pipe-
shaped opuning I cams into a large sloping chamber, at the apcx of which was the
boulder slope wiore I honrd the voices of the others.

After joining mc in the .chomber we vent on downwards.to the large
tunncl, and through that was obviously *“The Gorge™,  Just after the '3' bend
<o camo to thu firat piteh. Tony then dirccted operations with his ropes;
he rigged them so that I ung able to rope dom to a lodge. Traverzing over,

I followed a corkscrcw cleft to the head of the next pitch where I hoird watcr,
I returned, and climbed thc piten by nltornately raising coch foot and having
the slack taken in frow above; a mcthod which, Tony %old uz was used in getting
out of a glacier after a fall,

A repid roturn {o open ~Pr was wado, crucrging at 1030 after sponding
64 hours undcrzround.

IC AT Ci{EIDa

On Saturday wormine .o all decided to camp at the basc of Longwood,
whore Vclvet Bottom runs .n.
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fihile our two tents werc bcing pitched, Tony Knibba, vho had just
joinod u3, and Dennis went off for a wolk and latur roturned vith tho naws
that a dry swollet, vhich we hod scen zome woeks carlier wos opening out to
o prowising dig. Wo 211 went to scc and sere surprised to find to find
Tony throwing rocks out of doap holo, vhich only a little corlicr had baen
completecly soalcd up.

Ag time wns advancing wc decided to lesve the dig ond go shopping
into Cheddar. Tony Crawford tock mwe down on his bike and we wmdde our pur-
chases. While awaiting <he others at the great vising we took keen interest
in a larze cave enirance in the back garden of 2 nearby house, and decided %o
ask permission o explore. The owner, Mr. 3aye, could not have been more
helpful and he arraanged for us to g0 down next’'day.

The next day we went into Theddar and viaited :r. Soye's cave.
Alittle inside the large entrance arch, an inw:rd sloping tube led us into a
mud bank, at the extremity of a deep, green-water filled rift. the appear-
ance of the cave led us io the conclusion that it had besn formed under
pressurs, and the tube that we had passed gave the evidence that witer had
reached deylight only after having been forced upwards. The cross section
of the tube was also too small to take the full volupe of water now emerging
at the graat risineg. Je then examined the resurgentee in the garden. The
water scrmed to be forced out of a hope over 2ft in diameter. [rom the visible
evidence it seems that the underground river or master-cave sust be gubmerged
for sowe distance behind the point of ocutlet.

These facts geew to be of little interest Lo the sporting caver, but
ther< is also evidence that there are long dry ways placed on diffurcat Levelg.
Gouzh'a caveo is one of them.

# wore complete picture could be obtaincd by searching and surveying
atl the known caves in the area.

THE 0IG

In the evening we all sct to work digging and removing rocks from
the aite gtarted sarlier. Tony Cravford hsgd rizged = pulley sbov tho hole
to facilitat~ vomoval. after cbout tvo hours work we re.ched a narrow rvift,
and i% was obvious that weo would have to postponu work to a later dste.  Tony
then asked for a cigsrettc znd made the atrong air currsnts' strangth show ite
8.1% in the Tast woving auoks. He then lowered & candlc, :hich s nesrly
guttcd.  Bolow the rifi, zbout three feot deep, it widencd out and we saw
gcree Sloping into darkness dovm a paggable pasacge.

Boforo swe loft on Mionday tvening wo all resolved to continue tha dig
a8 goon o3 possible and to hold the next meet in the samo place.

3

Gooff Wingrowe is now temporarily.acting as treasurcr. (17, Sutton
way, Hounslow, liddx.)

A moeting held eorlicr docided on the sum of 12/~ per year ag the
annual subscription. RAeduciions of 3/- per quarter from the timc of joining
should bc wads by new members in che first year.  Junior wewmbership, wnder the
agc of sixtecn, roquires half the sum of ordinary membership.

Further newsletters will besent only to paid wembers. Porsons who

have not paid bofore 1st June 7ill be considered to have dropped out. 5 list
of memb.rs will be circulated after this datc.
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TACKLE

Momwbery wishing for any types of tackle; snap-links, vopes, t.ats )
ote, oshould coutact the Hon. Tackle-tanagor, like Burbidgoe {39, North Drive,
Hounslow, kiddx). Thesc may bo obtained cheaper through thc group.

any pewber vho is inte.estod in meleing light-weight motel ladders
ghould contact Ihlcolm Cotter and details of wanufacture will be forwardod.

The moro of us vho make tackle, thc sooner we will have enough to cover our
nceda.

GROUP BADGE

Dennias Homﬁlings is able to gzet & badgo medo for the group. iould

members plossc subwit dravings to him {4, Rectory Court, Roctory Rond, Hounslow,
Hiddx)

WHITSUN MERT

<8 gtat:d, the Whitsun mect =will be held at Longwoods lombors
wishing to attcnd should contact the Hom. Secrctary, informing him whother
thoy havec a tent or not so that alecping arrangements ean be mado. some
members may b. staying on after. the Bank Holiday .o start work on our hut.
Would anyonc intcrested plcase statc this as well,

TW0 CAVING ToRMS

Hot many cavers know thu meaning of the words PHREATIC and ViDOSE,
which dcgcribe th. way in which a cave, or part of a cave, has beon formed.

Bricfly Parcetic menns solutional. Limestonc or Coleium Crrbonate
is solublc in C-rbonic ncid, which is formed when Carbon Dioxide is disaolved
in water frow the atmosphere and tho soil. This acid solution then dissolvea
the rock, forming rbund: pipe~like tunnels from & few inches to wany feet across.
Waen grit or other abrraive matter starts io get washed in, this has a wearing
oifect, which is termed Vadose. Host Vadose gtreams have an air space shove.
The acid attack on thie floor neurly cszases when other matter covers its suriace,
and the attack on the wells 1is ea8ily noticeable.

. Original Phrestic Tube
L

= (;,-,.. e 1
Rock digaolved o e + - . Veriical development due
along lins of == s % / to Vadose Aotion.
woakness S -
i.e. Bedding. &
N ‘:‘;a;;ti‘-"——* Water -

/ RECORDS



RECO1DS

Vlorlt on a cave card index system will be started shortly. In 4rder
to open up new ground it is first necessary to have all the known facts on our
fingertipd. Lveryone is invited to do reaesarch, and information should he
sent to the flon. Recorder. 1 valuable list of diagrams, surveys and notes
has been compiled by Tony Crawford and is in records. All information is
aveiloble to embersg. :

ClosB contact has been kept with Oldham Hydrological Group, formed
about tho same time as ours,end thrce newsletters have so far becn reccived
from theme.

Dovelopemcnts in caving outaide the group will be reported in

futurc newalettcrs.

SOLE _BOuCs ON CAVING

In the following list are prices and addresses on where to obtain
each book, but thore iz no guarantcc that all the books are still in print.

Throe cxeellunt books on the Mendip cavea have been writien by
H.E. Balch, they arc in his kendip scrics and are:-

1. licndip, it's Swallet Cavas and Rock Shelters. - 3/6 paper: 5/-cloth.
2. tcndip, Cheddar It's lorge and Caves - ¢ # " "
3, Mendip. The Greoat Cave of Weokey Hole - " " moon

Obtainable from:- John ifright and Son, Bristol.

7hree of M. Castercts' oclassical books:

1., Ten Ycars Under the Tarth - 15/~
2. iy Caves - 15/-
3. Cave Mcn, New and (Ad - 16/-

Obtainable froms— J.k. Dent, Aldine lousc, Bedford si., London.

By Pierrc Chevalier; (scquence of explorations loading to the discovery of
the then world's decpeat cdvel
Subterronean Climbers - 16/-
Obtainable from:— Faber and Faber, 2%, Russcl 3qr., London.w.C.l.

By Haroun Tazioff; (about explorztion in the FPierre 34.28rtin Abyss, France)
Caves of Adveature - 12
Obtainable from;- Hamish Hawilton,90,Great Russel St., london..f.C.1l.

By A. Genmell and J.0. iyers { exploration in the North of Zngland of Lencester
Hole now Britain's largest cave systew &nd other
famous Yorkshire cuves).

Underground Adventure V- 15/-

Obtainable from:- Daleswan Publishing Co.,Clapham,Via Lancaster,
Yorla.

Also printed by the above cowpany : Britain Underground. 7/6.

Tis book divides up the British caving regiona, poaitioning and
listing woat of the northern Pennine caves and a nuober of those
from other regions. The accuracy of details in other than north
Pennines iz questionable, but neverthelsss it is of gre:t use to
the .sndip caver.

/ British Caving
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British Cavine - at 33/- and written by various wembers of the Cave Research
Group.

This excellent book is full of not only the gporting side of caving
but deals also with the most technical parts and a- though expensive should be
in the possession of, or read by, every speliclogist. It is hoped that when
Group funds allow, this book way be bousht for members, as a start to our
library.



