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The Whitsun izet oDy hWaloolm Cotter

A slightly larger party than a+t Easter spent a very wet
Wweekend at lihitsun, and it continued wet for four of us who
remained the rest of the weex. Tt wes lucky thei we had no
overcrowding in our five tents. e wars howaver able to mace
Some Interesting trips and put Some moIv: WOT in et the dig.
We Wars awa.enod at various timss by & blast from Mike, waich
Decsil® more end @ore explosive, and could in no Way bo attri-
buted to a ausicel instrum.nb. :

Tnose present wers; Toay Crewford, anthony Taylor (4nt),

Dennis Hewwlags, hi.o Burbridgs, Ton; anibbs, George Fapa and

Malcolia Cotter.

Iong Wood Swallgt  5:6:54

4s Georgs had just arrived he decided not to caa. down with
us, Tho path up Long wWood was dry aftur & drought which was to
be broxen before tho night was out, Ton, Enibbs aad T docidod
to g0 anued end ssee if the sntrance saaf® required 2 rome,
o found the siaft vesy wnough to nogoCistc but @t the bowtoa
Was & viry convortsd bedding wnich loowed so tight thet I
wondur.d uf I nad tesun the wroug dir.ction. I hzd suoen 1o
alitrnetive rouse 8o for so I docided to continuc on iry stoaech
$O anp "3% oind. By this timc wo wore ell strung out elong
the ceve. ALEST 2pother squuuze titls tlae taoroughn & pipe we
cems to < short piten of tun focot wihich hed e rfixed rope ledder,
At thc bottom wes e chembur and & choico of dircciion.

From one wey wo could hear the sound of gushing wetor so
We wont through & huavy drip to invustigeto. & swcll wetorfell
Come out of @ nerrdd tunncel ~nd splished on down 2 v.ry wot
locicing rift. We presuwed. this to be fugust holo entrence ond
o meiv sure Tony Enibos woat fomicrd to investigeto, whilec I
toox The lerge dry wey with ant. (Tony hed o wetorproof su.t,
until he wont an}. we soon ronlisc@ st wo worse in the Long
Wood Scetion wuien wo recched whet wos cbviously tas Gruoct Rift,
we roturned = lit:lu woy end wero joined by the othsrs. 4t the
end of €as Gregt Rift ¢ stalaguit. ocovur.d slopo with € acavy
drip felling on it l:d down %o ¢ norrow choxed rift walch wao
scrambled down, squouzing butwooen bouldors until we cews to 2
nigh wide pessegy with ¢ streew flowing ov.r bare rock. The
pass&gu cvntmucd lorgy until it suddenly .ndod in £ verticel
drop with blecunuss in froat, 2t ta. wdgu of the Gruzt Cheombur,
With wore lights we could ludk duwii on & ause bouldur-strewn
ch-abor, I beliyed & rops 'nd st rtod to descond on thy right.
Turodi<toly I found aysclf on & ludge 268 Was 2ble 0 orKa Wore
neodwny, by dispesnsing with tne ropes. Tae treverse led to on
S8y cescont €% oow side of the Chombsr, Ton; Crowford ehsflled
dwsn bedu. tQ the woter oné got swoged throughl

/-&t tha 'O-':':SQ..-..



-89

At thu brsy of the chamber was a boulder choke with no
way on, We then hoord a shout frow Ant who had climbed up a
stecp imnss of rubbls rench.d n wide hole some ten feot deep,
climbed down and found o massage. We placcé a weist loop round
a rock apnd Jolnced him. ’

The passage hccame a crawl until it widoenced Just before a
emell pot hole. which was shortly followcd by another, The
water then bounded inte a narrow fissure above which was a dry
passoage., At the cad of the dry vassage I could hear water
before heving to roturn with ligWing trouble. 4Ant found the
wet way closed down too mmch so we retreated to the great
chamber, Some of us climbed a steen slope to a grotto in
the side of the gresct chamber which contcined some good
stalactites, The return was slow owlng to some difficulties
near the entrance., We hod spent about four and a half hours
underground,

Burrington Coombe

On Monday the weather clearcd a little so we decided to
go- to Burrington, as Tony Crawford snd Ant. hed to start back
home that cveiing they scet out aheand of our sccond party mads
up of Tony Knibbg, George n~nd I,

The routc to Burrington led past G.3B, and over Blackdown.
The west twin brook was running a goad volume of water and
was the wettest that Tony had seen it.

We chooged at the entrance to Goatchurch Cavorn nnd then
entored. Inside we met Tony Crawford and Ant. who were on their
way out ond going to Sidecot Swallet, Tony Knibbs led George
cnd I to the deepest point and we examined each passage on the
way oubt. We had an interesting holf hour in the maze before
exhavsting it and came out via the Badger hold entrance.

After having tca in Burringtén the three of us got
drenched ia o storm over Blackdown, for a chainge it was wetber
outside then in!

The Dig

Work on the dig over the Augumt was restricted very much
owing to the weother conditions, Over the Bank Holiday Mike
and Tony Crawford mede some attempts at blasting .

Later on in the week the four, of us who remained sst
about excavatifg the entrance and fere sble to reach a lower
level than before, — :
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We now have a shaft of about 20 feet daep which is develop f
10 Zuch vthe same wWay as sastwater and Long iood, on a Crogs Joint.,

We spowe to the farmer's son Tfrom Cparterhouse Warrsn .Fam

anq De told us thet the hold hsd vwen clezrazd twice befora.
This cime we wust leavs No rock un-~-blested!

The Hon. Treesursr

Owing to the fact thet wori 2é3 teasan Geoff. wingrove awey
from homs he hss bawon unable to checs his list of aerboersg!
addressas. Tas noxt Acwsletter should also saow an gccount of
finesces wiich zr: in the rocgion of 25,

Tacide Situation

The tackle situation hes much improved., %We hzve over
300 feet of various types of rope, other cliubing geer and
cxcaveting tackle., Guoff. Wwingrove h:s 550 feot of Natural lay
&oro czble for ladders. Toiiy Crewrford is orGering zlloy for
rungs and hes propered giggs et¢c. so0 befory long we siaould nave
230 fest of tme vost tacxlc,

dugust Meeot

e

The sugust Caap will be hcld on Firey Sluignt and will
Prdoably comiioinco WO WoLks boefore and finish twWo wouas aftor
tas Bong dolidaw, Fleis, infiru ow of your intuntions, so
that errangiionts Loy bu widu.  The dugust Mest will also be the
best tiwe for a geaneral aceting which will be held whep all those
- going have arrived.

Introduction of New Meubers

The group wesbership hes now re.ched such thet all megbers cannct
pOssibly mest 2t the same tipe, A4 Sudll meeting held a few weoks
earlier temporarily decided that any interested person should apply
to the Bon. Scéretery for Leabership, ead in roply receive an epplic-
ation for .wobership foru. The fora should hava two signastures of
Dembers, Enclosed alsoe should be the sunscriptions due. This hea
been proposed to safeguard the group from undesireabl: characiters end
to Ksep @ record of ac:bers! eddresses ete, Tae question will be
furtier discussed a2t August..,

Caveing Expoditions

In order to Reep more &etive it hes been proposed to ennounce
Wnen verious .ae.bers intend to go cavelng in following newsletiers.
This is s0 tnat icdividuels uncware of others going cen join a
party. 4ll tiues and dates should be sent to tiae Hon. Scc.
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Fig.l Qrdinary Boaline

Used for leaders l;
endmen 2
safety lines (3)

Flg.2 Manhamess

- Pull ¢ through middle loovp 4, the
loop pulled through being the waist
loop for a middle man., The two slip
knots formed this way, amust be ons
above the other or the knot will
slip. This lmot'a use is only warr-
anted if the rope is not long enough
for a Bowline in the bight.

Fig .3

This knot is used for joining tweo
_~ Wet or dry ropes of EQUAL thicknesses,

Fig.4 TFisherman's Knot

his is used for joining twa
ropes of unequel thickness.

b Fig.5

%Wnen g is finally teken to point b

on & Safety line it is wise to use
the remainder of bl to take a single
hiteh round point nsar a, This is

8 safeguard on a wet rope. This way
of doing & double bowline is old end
really out oI date, but Is useful all
the same,
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