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~e Whitsun Meet ...by Maloola Cotter

A slightly larger party tnan at ~ster spent a very wet
weekend at ~hitsun, and it continued wet for four of us who
remained the rest of the week. It was lucky that we had no
Overcrowding in our Live tents. ~e ware however ab1~ to ma~e
soma interesting trips and put soae ~iore work in at the dig.

ware awa~enod at various times by a blast from Mike, which
Decajile more end nioro explosive, and could in no ~iay bo attri-.
butod to a musical instrant.

2aose pr~unt wero; lbaj Crawford, Anthony ~ylor (at),
~)flflis Hen~angs, ML~o Burbridge, lbnf ~flibbs, George ~po and
Malcolm Cottar.

Long Wood Swallot 5:6:54

~ George had just arrived he dociddd not to caa~ down with
us. Tho path UD Long ood was dry aft:r a draight wbich was to
be broken before the night was out. Ttnj ~ibbs and I decided
to go ahead and seu if the entranco snaft r~jcuir~d a ropo,
We found thc s.iaft easy enough to nogoCiato b’ut at the bo:dtom
was a very conton4 bedding waich looiad so tight that I
wondor..d if I ha& ta.con the wroug dinction. I had Seen Sit
alternative route ~o for so I docidod to continue on my stomach
to an “3” b~nd. By this tine we’ were all strung oat along
the cave. Aftor another squLiozo this tLa.. tnrough a pipe wa
cane to short pitch of t~n fuct which had a fixed rope ladder,
At the batten was a chamber end a choice of dir,~ction.

Fron on~ way we could hear the Sound of sushing wator so
w~ wont through a heavy dnp to invustigato. A s~c1l watorfell
CC1il~ out of nLrr~•; tutmol :~nd splesh~d on down a v~ry TJJet
looking rift. We presumed, this to be August hol~ entrenco and
to me.s~ suro Itny j~ib’os wont fon;:rd to investigate, whi Ic I
took the lcrg~ dry way with Ant. (Tony had a ‘~ttorproof su~t,
until he wont on). ~e soon r.zlis..d titt we wore in th. Long
Wood &ction w~n we r~chod what was obviously tie Gr~at Rift,
~.o r~turned C litfl.u way and waro joined by the others • it tao
end of tue Great Rift a ste.1agiiiit~. cov~r...d slope with a heavy
drip falling on it ltd down to a n:.rrow choked rift waich we
scrambled down, squoeziñg b~twoen boulders until we CCi~O to a
high wido ocsscge with c str~ca flcw~ng ov..r b~:re rocxc. The
uassegu contulued large un~il it suddenly ~ndud in a v~rticcl
drop with blac~ness in front, at t& udsc1 ~f the Great Chamber.
With ~or~ l~iats w~ could le~ dewn on a au~e bouldur—str.~wn
ch:mber. I bela~cd a r~po :nd strtd to descend on the right0
th—edi~toly I found myself on a l_dse and was ~blo to ~z’ka more
neadw:y, by distonaing with tna rota. Tfl~- trr verse led to an
easy descont cton~ si:~e of th~ ctx~abtr. Ten; Crcwfordebs9il.d
dewn ~ th the wz~ter ~nd got se~iced tnr.x.ght

/i~. tao base



- At thu bnso of the chamber was a boulder choke with no
~wy on, ~Ve then hoard u shout fron Ant who had climbed up a
stoop nines of rubble ronch~cl a wide hole some tan feat deep,
climbed do;7n and found a to ssago. do placed a wcist loop round
a roc’c and joined him.

The passage became a crawl until it widened just before a
smsll pot hole, which was shortly followed by another, The
water then bounded into a narrow fissure above which was a dry
passage. At the end of the dry tassage I could hear water
before heving to return 9ith ii~hftng trouble. Ant fund the
wet way closed down too much so we retreated to the grEat
chsmber. Some of us climbed a steep slope to a grotto in
the side of the grer t chtimber which contc~ined some good
stalactites. The return was slow owing to some difficulties
near the entrance, We had spent a-bout four and a half hours
underground.

Burrington Coombe

On Monday the weather cleared a little so we decided to 3
go to Burrington, as Tony Crawford and Ant, had to start back
home that evening they set out ahead of our second party made
up of Tony Knibbs, George and I.

The route to Burrington led past G. B. and over Blackdown.
The west twin brook was running a good volume of water and
was the wettest that Tony had seen it.

We changed at the entrance to Goatchurch Cav;rn nnd then
entered. Inside we met Tony Crawford and Ant, who were on their
way out and gozng to Sidcot Swallet. Tony Knibbs led George
and I to thc deepest point and we examined each passage on the
way out. We had an intoresting half hour in the maze before
exhausting it and caine out na the Badger hold entrance.

After having tea in Burringt8n the three of us got
drenched in a storm over BlackdQwn, far a change it was wetter
outside than in!

The Dig C
Work on the dig over the Auguat was restricted very much

owing to the weather conditions, Over the Bank Holiday Mike
and Tony Crawford made some attom-ots at blasting

Later on in the week the four, of us who remained set
about excnvat~4g the entrance and ~zere able to reach a lower
levol than before.
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We now have a shaft of about 20 feet deep which is developing
in ~zuch the same way as £85 twater and Long tod, on a Cross Joint.

‘~e spo~se to the fartierts son frea Gharter~se Warreu.~m
and he told us that the hold had been cleared twice before.
This G~e we uiust leave no rock un—blasted!

The Hon. Treasurer

aving to the fact that work ~ias ta,Lan Geoff. flingrovo away
from hoae he has boon unable to choca his list of ~a~jbors’
addresses. The n~xt newslc-tter should also sh~ an account of
finaflces which an in the rogion of ~5.

~i~ckle Situation

The tackle situation has much Japrovod, We have over
5oo feot of various types of rope, other clLthing gear and
CXOavcting tackle. Gaoff. ~ingrove ii-~s 5âc) feet of tatural lay
acre cable for ladd~~rs. Tony Crawford is ordering alloy for
rungs and has prepared giggs etc. so boforv long we suould have
250 fast of tac host tac2clc.

~et

Thc August Camp will bo hold on pinoy Sloigat and ~il1
pr~ably QonaaJnce tv;o wcc~cs bcf~rc.~ and finish two wour~s eftor
thG Bam~ a-liday. pl~.s.. ~nf:nik Du of your intations, SO
that crrang~.onta ~a~j be nzdu, The August Meet will also be the
best tine for a general meeting which will be held when all these

- going have arrived.

Introduction of New ~Le,nbers

The gr~ap iae~ibershjp has now re~.ched such that all members cannot
) possibly meet at tao 58j116 tine. A &aall meeting held a few weeksearlier tauporari&y decided that any inter~5.s ted person should apply

to tac Ebn. Sedretary for Lkernb3rship, cad in reply r~coivo an. applic
ation for aenborship form. The form should have two signatures of
members . ~c1osod also should be the subs oriptiens due. This has
been priposcd to safeguard the group from und~sircjabla characters and
to k-ceo a record af au~bers addresses etc. The question will be
furtuer discussed at August.

~ve ing ~cpoditions

In order to k-cop more active it has boon proposed to announce
when varicus ~ae~±ers intend to go cavaing in following newsletters.
This is so tact individuals un~.waro of others going can join -a
party. All tLaus and dates should be sent to tao ao~. Soc.
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Used for leaders (1
endmen (2

safety lines (3)

Fig.2 Manhamess

Pull a through middl~ loop d, the
loop pulled thzougi being the waist
loop for a middle man. ~ae two slip
1~ots formed this way, must be one
above the other or the I~ot will
slip. ~iis Imot’s use is only warm
an.ted if the rope is not long enou~
for a Bowline in the bight.

flg .3

ThLs imot ià used for Joining two
_— Wet or dry ropes of EQIThL thio1~.esses.

Fig.4 Fisherman’s ~not

~is is used for joining two
ropes of uneouaj. thickness.

b Fig.5

‘4~nen is finally taken to point b
on a .zafety line it is wise to use
the remainder of bl to take a single
hitch round point near a. Diis is
a safeguard on a wet rope. This ‘~y
of doing a double bowline is old end
really out of date, but is useful all
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Figel Ordinary Bc’aline
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the same.




