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The ~U~Meot

1. The August Ceu~ was set partly on Pinay sleet and then
after a week of sovoro weather was forced into the shelter of
vtlvot Bottca. Luok~i1y tho weather held fine for the main
party over the bank holiday and we were abics to do some im.po—
rtant work in survoying and photographing the long hole, and
Mr. Bayes Cave.

2. Those prosont wore able to use thu propotypo “4~1ectron”
ladder made by ~ny Crawford,

3. A general meeting was held on Sunday 1st august 1954,
tho findings and decisions will be found in the Appendix.
~UC1~1S fues wore fixc.d at 1 shilling por moot per head. (Th’~
i~n. Txcsasuror would liico to collect foes frou those who hevo
not yet reid).

4. The Hon. tcasuror — Geoff. uingrovo — told us that the
~roup Funds wero low owing to the fact that a lot of now
tackle hzd to be bought:—

~odit Thzbit
Yro~subs £ : a : d Materials for £ a : 8.
up to 1st May 5 19 0 Z5foot ladder 1 5 9

Cash Book 1 9

___ Carbide Gon’tor 2 5

Cr~jdjt rrc o a a
Debit 1 10 0
Brlance Th5 100? rung (alloy)
1st ~ey 50’ plug

(aluminium) 3 17 0

?arthor subs 1 10 0
G.ifts 7 6
Cr~idit
Dobit 3 17 0
B~:1anco ~ 1st august 1954

The Dig

5. Thu dig is 20 tact dc~p and shows no signs of closing, and
12E3 a strong air carrunt CCLUfl~ through the loose roci~s at the
lowest point. During thu w~~s trovious to the ban& holiday
intenattunt work wc~ c~trri~d out. mesa who h.:veworic~.d on
a dig in w~t woat~ior cdli understand thu oxtn.~ ~iscozjfort of’
w.iri~ing Vijtia liquid aid flowln,z into oa~.s h:::Ir and dDwn onus
neck.

/6. There is now,.,,
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6. Tter~ is now strong ovid~nce suggesting that tha group
has excavated 1~ a greater extent than any pruvio~ ~rty,
and ~nr~ th~reforo getting eVufl closer to the secret of what
lies beyond. Thor~ is no doubt that in the past the dry
swallot (which some ucabtirs now refer to as Tomber aolo) must
have taken nost of the we tar draining into volvat bottcxa.
It is alsaost certci.n that there have boon at least two porio4s
of activity.

(a) When the wwcllot was first for~~d alaos~
certainly before tb ice ago.

(b) During tho mining period in velvet bottea When
water was carried in heats for load washing. Lead
working has been carriod on since Roam tiacs, to
about the last century, but it is doubtful if washing
was carried on so tar down the valley for some tine
aftor that. Thu nining ~uld have two .~ffects.
Eith.,r cleaning old sodia~nt, or depositing fresh.

thol~is ~oabe cave

7, T~No visits worfl made to the newly Lonaud Gholms COo~o
cavo. ~forzaation and help was first obi~ained froa Major
MeNeerd of abridg.~ Caving Group.

8. T~ae cave was uncovcr$ in Chol.as Co~ibo quarry just before
Whitsu~ this year b~t quarry1aen during blasting opcretions.
~try is gained through a wind~ some 20 fact up the quarry
face. A railway li~o is tha belay for the lcddor ~d below is
a broken. pitch of about 27 feet. Even frau outside some of
the fine formations can be seen but once on thu sevotu slopo
at the bottom with full daylight illuainotion coming thsoug.h
the entrance, the beautiful colouration end formation arc a
sight to by r~.ioaber~..d.

9. it the lowost ~rn~r of the severe slope a low slide gave
access to a low b~ddisg chaLtar. Ihuro wore not the profuse
decorations of th~ previous chamber, long sl~nder straws one of U
which had thicAZeflud at the ..nd, fbllowing the dev.~lop~ent of
a normal stalactite. Thu base of the cnaScr consisted of
ssaall boulders with washed 2ud between, which on romovel showed
a tightly pocked mass bon~oth.

10. our party consisting of Tony Crawford, Gcorg~ Pope, Mike
Gladstone and myself wore unawar~ %hat there wns y~t another
chamber beyond, and when we spoke to the otters we received
varicus re~arks diroctud towards our ability as cavors. The
third chaizber which was visited by Luraine srnduroock, Dannis
Ho~~atngs, 0~~off. Wingrovo and Mike Burbridgo, consisted of a high
but narrow rift and its fonis.!t ion hod not been affoctod by blasting
and surpassed those in the entrance thamber.

Mr. S~9p ~vo

11. on 31.7.54, a party consisting of Tony Crawford, Miico
Gladstone • Q~orgc pope and myself received porzaissaon from Mr.
Sayo of Cheddar to survoy end photograph the cave in h~s back
garden. Survey and photography proceeded without a hitch until
we arriv-ed’at the water rift whore wo had to encounter the last
stretch.

cci......



We cauc across ~iad stalcg~itos, which aro aost disconcorting
when grippcd Zr a b&ndhold with doop watar bulowl

12. Th’~ water at tao fir ujid of th€s rift shuvod turbul~nco
in tho lisht of torok. &low tho surLtc~ tho arch of a
sub rgod pcssa~. could bo suon.

Ca DiVin~

13. 3oa~ aa~bo~ in the Group are thtertst~d in axporiconting
in cave diving. Tony Civilian Crawford would like all Sarvico
mesas i.o. A.~LP. ate, and corrag~t.4 tubing for convertion
into diving apparatus. Itny Crawford h~s also coasult.~d a
ise~atg Lirci on diving e:•paretus.

Gre Bc.

14, &nnao Hezacings has a stock of badges and Th.inn~~1tS
at two shillings ..QCh. flo uonoy will go to Group ~Unds.

~

15. Meet at Priddy froa 3.9.54 to 6.9.54
T. ~ibbs and ;;. G’~ttor 14 — 21.9.54
18 — 25.9.54 (south ~alas?)

Now ML~b era

16. on 1st augus~ 1954 it was prQposod and carrio~ that
persons desiring ~a~burship sijall b~ ir~’vcsod by two cionburs
at or befor~ a :~at and than be v~tod as aoJbors aftor itiving
~edo Cue im•~’. arground trip.

cava Research Groun

17. Apolication to jam tho cave research group as a club
~iezibor baa b~en ~ado.
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A~PEND3X ~LO
1’IE~iSLETT~R NO • 5
DiThO AUGUST 1954

SAFETY PIG GaUTIONS

proposal

1. That lifelines suall be used on all pitches.

Amendment

2. Lifelines shall be used on all pitches over fifteen
feet unless the person climbing desires one on a shorter
pitch. The depth of pitch and final arrangojijents era
to be decided by the loader of the party.

~ai

3. That when a whistlu code is used for )ifelining it
shall be:—

1 blast : Stop

2 blasts : 1~Ite in (slack)

3 blasts : pag out

4 blasts : Have arrivad, pitch doer for
n~ct man.

When on the surface:—

6 blasts : S.O.S.

3 blasts : Reply

~ots

4. It is surprising how few members 1c~ how to tie the
simple bowlina. Monbors Ste runinded that a diegra~t of
onc can be found in the ~.ppondix to N~wslettor No. 4.




