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Siace tne last. News

_ Hewsletter cauinb has beeu continuinEuf”'
jon a. rathnr ‘smalleér scalo than was expected..” The iyrn- ont ¥

"8t the. Yugust heet W8S mich lovier Cthan e?"criencad at .g Bann
;doliﬂaj ‘before.

'The "lack of 8 get " WCCt'"”Oé“CmPp .ean te alam
for some th\n@s uut not:

‘the ‘situatipg at August Bank Holid
‘weekend.,  low 18 a  Keet

Secretary to glan a programre. whon's
.neLody seenms to want to. take part in any: of tho items. '
' . S

.ﬂﬁ’ho task oi excavation of Timber Hole h“E sra>na'ed
tho'puut Honth. or sg,°

- Work on ‘the. dig is now a jou.tor at ik '_:\
. leset threg mew henoe a. good measure of ‘sy..ort is- pequircd forgj :
S any attenpt. on Timoop-ﬂole'

Lo bé Buacessful, At the end oL
-uh1s,“ewsletter't9er

appears .g- 8nory meet Erograwse.,: If anyﬁne o
ﬁlShLG ic.8Ttend a- “funotion bt has ho transpory: and’ Canuom gEe

got over»to the Royal: Hetel,:Boston’ Nanor, for our wseli

meetinbe,zi I -an iqformed v1thin reaconable time I oan-
-arrane ransquv 5y :

IF}

S e are’. plaaSGd to welcome thu followina new memb
¢1n§q5:°n1i;‘bavln; : - . ; “
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. '~ Robert Knott, -
4, Shacklgate Lene, o L
Teddin;.ton, S
iddlesex. : T
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i janor Farm, Priddy, Somerset.’ - .

emuers present: Azxthony J. K=2icts.
trian fobinson. ' _ S
Visiter: Pcter Weaodon.. T T

ACTI 12100 S | D

- Our only caviag .trip wee on Saturday afternoan whégg-gz
we edtered La tmauer_gwallet._ The 3450ft. way wes explored - - 7

including: the ztlt on the left hornd side geing down. We“car?iedff“
on into the sazlder Chamcer and followsd the Canyon down to the -
Srosg-zoads. Here we turnsd left up %o the head of Dolphlin Pot
ounte.. For cose of dessont the chimney was “addered and so,- a-w k
encsequently, wad the first part of the Dolihin Pot. Uﬂfortunatelx*,
the tackle roa ovt at thic pni:t'cnrtai1inL our descent.- The - o'

retarn was rudc wlthclt Fnj undio dif iculty. . o a ]
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Tha eveniﬁg includcd celebrations for Sriens' Birthday . 7°°
at the 'iluntervrs!. . _ ' ‘ BN o

Ca Smday we lad & lock into Timter Hole to get &

: er idea:of how to'move the rock which was clocking the. way. © .-
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xemoers Present:  Austin Sanders. - - - . ., PR A
©v.T .0 Amthony g, Kalgbe. - T e
Brian Robinson.

ATTIVITIRS,

w088 of Sgturday waa epent walting for Anstin to arrive
Wit our 3elgian visitor, and friend of Derck floltes After
Iimeh Austin grrived alcne the visitor naed not twrned 5.

HiC phseed the rest of the day at Cheddar and rald a
vigit to Jourhs!' Show Cavo.

. ' Cn Sundey we sterted ty taking & look into White Spot
save velore meving o!f to do Longzweod Swallet.

descent of Tongwood Swallet was hamgered oy a very

slow party ,o0in; down ahead of us. Once we had pasecd- the
tuc ten foot LitC”Ea we rioved at & morc nsual sgeed and descended

13t0 the Creat Chamber down nhe waterfsall. After wandering
arotnd in Lhe Creat Chaniber we pushed on ks far as humenly
rossikle i~ the terwinal stream Fassage., Cn the return trip
wa uli bed #ul ol the Great Chamoer by way ol the Traverse.
n& &irfaced after 31 hours 8aead or the oiher party who were
using wire ladders with 1} ft. spacing vetween the rungs. :
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C . Jnly 27th - Asgust Soh. 1557,
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VRettrday, 27th, L erid

E _ xalcoim ‘mib,'TOUV hlchard end HOD maet at ¥Mouor.

iFerm, briddy. TIn the. latter ka"t ol the efternoon we all went
Mg to Pitiz!' Fearm to ‘see @ lerge aswallet crater, st the Lottom:
:0f which ig o dig;- then we: went to Charterhonse to inspect the
earth c¢ollapse scen ear]ier in the ¥ear. In the cvening. the dig
!mns rlr'cd reedy to. work Ty N
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Sundaj 2fth. i[;&iEQ? ;?'g:_;_;j - L

: Sveryenc worked on the excave: for, Timber ilele, unsil
enrly evening. krogress cn the reck was slow indeed. o
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| ‘tondey, 2yth. o e

: . Wi. save Péter. neuuon 2 1ift to Sath and returned’ i
:at 30305 .m. hith the key of the dig. ' P

_ Zarlier in the day a large rock »sd shitted es the
rect worked on ths Glg Ly crawling in the nnblocked gap at the
Lop. itdcherd was coring ot at the tire and his leg was trapgpped
oy whe doscending boulder. e 'mlied his vouvtlace and remove ed
hiz wect enabling him to get hls lex clear., '

Atiention wes now- turned to shoring u, the dislodged
conidsr. ‘ : ;e
Tuesdsy, 3Cth. e -
Fractically the whole of i day wes s.eal in securiog
the wonlder.  Licky prrchased cevwent &nd a shevt section of stean)
Fird e aad in die cohirse the woslder wag proncunced sccurc.:

tiednesday Zlet, L ' R

Tony end 30¢ went to Stoke Lane ,Siocker and also I
received gerrission to 1ook into a wew slocker nearvy. S
L Wiy end Ricky siccec .ded in renou1n the rocky which o -
was wiocking the dlt,:_ﬂd thitod 1t into tac wider tunhel . ..=. - ;
entraice. S ‘ - T

Thursday, Lot N s = _ o ' . :
K1 nnd Qick} went to heato--“ngr*~verﬂ end then, - -

o Gridgeenter, on to Kinehead. On thair war they checked thg -
= 1y of @ tong, . found in. 11muﬂ“ Hoie, st Axoridge Museim -

Tony anl. oub voracd en tho ¢ dig and sacceeded . in o
L in. the rock removed the day tefore. By teostime hall ihe
. 70K wgs oror*h -“nt-ho_'hq“swrfaoe ard the rest left in the vifs.
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S e el went to Churterho se Lty oo the new cove o -7
Ny daylihi, Jo* blL as. it bod seemaed. Ldeny teok L

"SeVCl"d_l. p»lU uhr 'L , i 0'" !'L“ "1l C-‘\le ‘.".‘_".': ‘ : ’ o ] -'_ ‘

}?' ' The ncht uou'wrs tc trﬁﬂqLOPt a+l cur wit from- - .1 i

FriiﬂJ to &rlv<L L-u\.t.o*-'.,..-:'--' TR : ' s
1 . . R S .t N ' R e R

iﬂ : Tnn“ nd mov@nvnt"to 51oXe Lenc onee hare to Le ihe o
Sflvst Lo inglect thelinew slonker, which would . undonbtedly- “
n leron nie rn‘nfﬁthnqpnnrrv;flcor costd ue Cl“POGd E&d;Yo
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; ‘the. ovner %old is that this part of the quariy floor is
-n2filled within the.mopph;?f- S e oy
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- ;‘§aturday, 3rd,
 , N Eob and Tony went on anlexpediticn to St. Cnuthberts! o
Swallet with.Chris Falshaw of B.Z.C. (sec separste report). iig-- .
and ficky worked on Timver Hole -for the day. v
, > - e ,
Sunday; Ath.
_ _ Mig ana Rickyijcinéd a8 worxing- party into the newfse:iesf
of Swildons! Hole, ocondicted by w.S.3. : - : T
) : Tcony packed and left for home during the ofternoon. N
'~ Les James had arrived duriag the night and slept like a tram, under“q
all his gear not deeming it worihwhile gltchirg a tent. Dave .
Harle jolined us on Sunday afternoon giter a 8li.ht delay en route..: i
. Later ia the dey-Bob,_Dave anil Les made a triz into Aui st ﬁole;~"g.'
},ionda})’ﬁ Bth. -" ..._.-. :' ) : l - . . . ..' ) .:_.VA _." f
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_Packing occupied most of the day end an early start for:
- home was made by those remaining at Velvet nottom. T T e

7. TONY  CRAWFORD.

: Uit gRILDONS'S FouR . - L ey
: . o August. 1957, ? )

iﬁg S As-mémbéfszgf'a?wdfkinékparty,:ﬁyself and'ﬁicky set of
into Swildoas!' Hole 'at  10.1

v 10-158.me accompanied by Phyllis Davius- "o
of'w@stminster.Spéleblogical-crdup}' The ‘uitches were already,:led
< and “wye  reached the operations Base Camp. in the far ‘reaches of 3
‘-Par&d@gg&ﬂggqipedﬁSenies,gnfjpﬁzﬁover two-hours. ooy e
: _tff{HpPei.aL_jhe:Bﬁeakfasfa8hamber3-we halted for. some. %' .
&lrefreéhmeﬁt;beforé:ﬁﬁahingfon,into'the Blue Penclil Passage. -At [ .15
“the eng 0f 'Blue' Pencil ‘Passage ‘we ‘enconntered what 1s one of the .. .%
jﬁworgt sQueezes on ¥endip; . so far it Las no def;niIE”ane;ﬁUt Time v s
‘eure that is not-forilack -of suggestions.. - = i .. D v RS

.o oPast this pointiwe entered.the  new 8trea? Passage of 1. 1
t?SWLIdons"Eour progery".Of*ell;the_stretches pof stream passage in}
the system ags a whole this is pgrobecly the nost interesting., For -
stmuch of its course fhe“étream_f}pws\betwcen shingle. banks stream.. '
" ¥ith blackened pones depositeéd by previous floods, -~ The sides. of »'if
-this large passege show signs of :oth phreatic and vadose’ formeyion (i
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i S -JiéofﬂAéndafgfisﬁfldbna:;Fﬁﬁf tefmiﬁéte—in;ﬁzqﬁﬁﬁfﬁfhé
zgrqps#ream,sump inEa;l_possipiLitx;peing-thegdowngprggm.s;@q;g{;
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R - Cur mail objective wasg to. explore a muddy chimney s Few:
‘feet from, and.to thé left of where the downstream suimp occurs:- g
most uninviting area of deep glutincus mud leading into a gloomy - : -
Eump.  With Ricky ogerating the lifeline I climbed the virgin mud ..
slope-at "an engle of soma 40 degrees ngwards for ateout 45 feet to
the junction with four more rassages, one from the streamway ocelow, .
and the ¢ther three continuing ugwarde at a similer angle to’the . - 0
ane I aacended. A strong draugh flowe upwards ianto the most .. .
accessitle passage which may redwuire excavating before it can oe
passed upwards, - ' oL

PREREEIR

' .- Al'ter taking notes and a rough survey we returned vig'
the gruesome squeeze, through.S5lue Fenoil Paszagc, to satisfy

~our apgetites at the Breakfast Chamber. As we were eating we wera “lY
Joined Ly len Dawes and Fred who had - en exploring a roof-extension. '}
upstream in Swildens' Four and later by two pip@—sﬁokina'fi5q:cg_ue&h{
ing sections. for the mueh needed Maypole. Grian Ellie and Bill.s -, " &
KitohinﬁdeShepton Mallet Caving Glut. Hwyselt gnd Rioky*lef;fJn "
Jjust ‘efter-the main sugport party whio were transgorting"}ihaypqﬁg

,other’ soraps back. to,the ‘surface. . SR

- P
L

o TR AL Salcpsm;;weﬂemerged,‘muddy,'nyngry'andithorpughl&:
pleased -with the near 10 hours spent in this trily remarkascle
systems: /By the look.of things Swildens' Hole: is entoring a.k
- ‘New phaga:of activity and great things may still be‘adhe}vedp;%g
;kpieﬂfjﬁeuqﬁve”system.“ e ' T - T

G

¥ vt %4“MORE ‘HOTNGS I SWILDOWS'
¢ August, 17tn - 18tn. 1957..

BN Bage: . méﬁQp Ferm, Priddy, Somerset. .
lgembeféi?Téagnt;hmjAnxhbn?”Jj,Kﬁibbac R
Fee el Dy el GenaldiPope iy ST
YL »'_‘ : -‘.". -y .--l .'..": .}.i RATR 4 ‘.v't i'»‘.'.. : ."
“ACTIVITIEG. 3 RIRP - IS

EE T '.""_:,-,."A_fter‘.' afﬂirtlylate é'tz;'rt' on Saturday, Gepﬂld':&nd .Ih AP
~arrived on Mendip-and: impacked ‘at Mancr Farm. At opening: tima e o i
 hiled ourselyas to.the /Huaters!.where we met Len Dawes. loo¥ing . s,
for o supportifarty on-a”sumping trip into Swildous® Hole. .Heying
‘nothing specisl on_hqnd'we%yolup;egpgd our seryices for his.. o .
purgpése. . A R . , R S

R )
e : H L
. o Vo Ly 1 R :

_ We entered the cave two.hours after the assaultpanrty .

"end proceeded stralzht down to ‘Sump 1. wnerc we gave & nand < il -
boiling water and orewins goup. .. After & short time -the asseyly et
party returned through the swumy, having vlaced a negatlvely i’

- .buoyany float in Sump .1ll. .8ttached 1o a lepsth of fishing:line,

) v Lt . - .y IR H
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LT nopg _ ng tne wzﬂtér months the floods wil% carP{ !
1the linagthPQU5ht -the snmp and it Lhe theory- oo correct, it wi L1
appedr in‘the‘ﬂpatreaw aum; of bwildons' ‘Four.

S AS previouslv mrraﬂ Pd Len J&WGB, aitcr ivznc tne i
tho NECC 8sSary. instruntions aCuomyanied me on my first trip tﬁrough
Sunp 1. Diving the Sump is a strairhiforward procesdure’ i some- -

_‘whai cnilly. Gerald remained with the Suppert garty during’this .-

[interlude, hnardly be‘ng cxuected to dive the swmp on oaly his g

second caving irig., iHe is ; hewevor, g avsolutely set on,doing-jusuf
uhis on his 1ext [oppo rtuﬁluv. . R SN IR S

:L.."t>:-*ﬂe returnnd to tne surface mare or leqs in compah "wlth‘ﬁﬁ
1o rest of the team ana wade onr exit at eco“r 3 lSp-us ha"ingg_~ '
* bQL‘ndO l'h.a fOI" 4:.:' hOU"’H- T - f . l .

& ~ i . -

Somctime in the. thv“e n bebinnera Sump Ang Pdﬁtyiﬁéyfgfn ;
beorg aniSed to bivn ‘people uhn oubov uni»y -to yahs,snmp.li-underﬁh‘
uidance of those who know. : . Yo e

J . ‘: . . ‘."'t . .
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- ‘fﬁg To'this’ account of St. Cnthberus' Ghris Falsnaw nn@; :
1."his ‘friend: 506, Knast and myself plong as visivore, “'5So' I: thins £a:

‘Xeep. the: account clear, I shall nee the namea as 1ittle as
*;posa*ole, R

. o IR

' ) A solid wocden%lid hldes tha 15ft. sauara shoreq;up,L¢ ;
y;-snaft oi St uuthberta'u-followed by ‘a-head Tiret. Wi lggle- aidez;;
'“aa;s SHIroUA ‘some - ‘toulders: down to..ihe-iron bar célay oven- tng-:ﬁgk
+ledge 0+:uh0 Tirstl - pltehy . An electron. ladder hére .is ¢limbed’ AR
- dQwtl hand over hand -for:iteufirst: hali in the narrow pift,‘rnere-w,
'bclng\po roamf:or"nywothon.wethod R LI 3 s
! . o SN o Sy et s < I
The TifEidont ;nnes'but sloPeﬂ down to 2 Few la be rocks%%
.J' a- Swall'btream Yfrom’adove, ‘speed is needed totgvgid’ B
—wettin» o How-thanging dirsetion ¥®a& pass. through . somne. amall tennels:
Land Tddi"m ohambers .the, way elopes smoathly to the - lPLt-"A shorg;ﬁg
«ironladder, " rungs legds. Lo g scramble tq a chalsed 15 runy, anﬁﬁf
i 1ad tder glmost: ver»;cal.; .This Hes two broken ruan, the - bruq& ﬁgsn
-7 el o0 the' rights /. How we' find onhSLlutb 030} {Qiic edxef

.}climb down . to_an'impressive Cham“EP in which cu*our-rc li
‘ ltﬁ”hand, PATER it

, a ‘-:'

- ! R .4',...
Lo, G- P el . - . -

'.-' , '1 tr < owe b ' ) Tooby '-'- 3

jﬁ”:“Vl o dere atar '3 the: hire %i;t,va natrow and: j&uueﬁ h
- 'ri;t saanvnd b“ tno wires, o

.'-_' r" :

s

;}he Lulephone and cne_ﬁ tn*n szeév




o . . "‘-. ,' - REE T i . - . ' ,1_
”1}08010 with “and rJr‘lp spaced every 4 fesi. This le reu 1y only %X
fa gulde, bub. it is very vseful the first time. Forty ‘feet-of . cory

SC28 ms-over. Fow we sce some fine statrctite of largc size with :
& iitile curtaining. . t%

v hige rock 30.feet lon called Everest lecrs at s ligeu
o d"“rx inv1t1n: 1§ 10 tlhic chila@ish pastimre oV sliding over its
lmmense holk this is done in & bowles like manuner. A gentle cu“ve
is cglled sor 1T one is not to fall down & gingll hole. _ o
Having pleyed, & emall devigtion vy owr leader took us fa
the Curtein Falls, & vank of stals glitiering sbove and ‘below us..: ?w

This sgreads to 70 lecet wide at 1east. ucin all white this 1orma
is magnificlent 'and there . is not ite equel on kendiyp. Btanding on'

tlie & bt,c- vy this we notice tlenty of small helictites in the- roo:?b

an inch o3 two avove our leeds, these arc i some weird shapes,- .,
streng alr current is still in evidence here., -

Rosusing our path we -smele throuzh some more lar\e cavcr-}{
in froat of us, angC”S & hnge chember with raeci, ilo¢r.ander
zli luose.  The floor conelsis of lerge Lits of rock all‘,.w. ¥
lug 6 one another to furm the vilect slope towwalk ﬂn.'f ST evgtl

ylacﬁ ngdlrbrownd vhere one walke alane. Slowly. we acn rh
Do innely way 8Crose te e joined in turn by oncs 1Pl€ﬂq$g_;v
EEA: g of threc minmtes.. Here I aw coing to uresx my;rﬁlgé
or e bPil!uPT Beo could have reinscd, but.he did. an" 2
folly ho crossed this like e veteran. g’ 3;; s

" After this, things 1.»;;.10v 1 greatly, ‘A Short’ vvhl:,é.i
the melr streen passa; o appears,. we are.shown the dlninb room.,
Aht T:Jd.ab 135;1 Thnu glivare concrete tavle looked like a n
in our hunper.  I'CCDY oh N0, work ¢1rst e phone from heraﬂ
surf&cc.“;*h, Jo“nJo it has thc othe 23 'ono :

v ¢ - '.'!-.'.F'

L A Adety »rcgt.fl di;e Jawwcr and crow bars are 1ssued L
2 WS, =he ”s“ ative ot it quli' : . ,,z '“

. ff FCip ]cawer uhris Lﬂcn toon 18 1¢ the aoait ﬁpr"enh
anamed” 'or-ltr maze orftunnﬂlﬂ, most of these U

einb woter .tubss
aqrarters ot an hour, weuare,;g

'hﬂblockeu sith etn1s.;~JJter abeout thev

. ~Bhown, the-nump and. then bnc Into Rebviit werren for the fwark. hﬁ.ﬁh
S Eiret wg tried: thel stali flsor uhPOh :h which one can hear a-‘ina ﬁfmé
awafnr- u"OU v"g. nd-: Lhat ﬁ0uh1n short of o chorge of ex \loﬂlve A

»Will clear this };aﬁe. Ba, heetin- £ noagty 1ctrcat,'me arriveqd Bl ;4f
Yiihé .u oL & larve slogin, dry ChaTLOT- The slope is becauses of chaTv
f Lank Fine lonm and ennll ctoqes that choke iL 10 an-angle of ;&

'—ilve dy:cen.' Lvery -time Chris’ cli.L ‘d Yo the qu of this. eomeohes?:f
, oronpht Hlm oot 33~u~*'

St ‘taking a. ‘Bpadeinl of earth cuy of the "f loo {8
cIn th end, u-crovwiunriwoe, uhruvt into the

}1olq._ with ;\fuit :noxo le‘
tw“nv‘ nis qpnd aqd ﬂ“u oI

r.;o.

sank to »ive him a féom—qnw
ing:an ‘opening cppeared, throu,h' this: hgré
Lo

44

0z ?
R 43,
ey

X h*o uoda asg wnl] 1he net result' T

i,
-
I




. : R . ¥ . , ‘ . '1“'

0if pnrcntr a Tew" system of dry-ﬂhokeﬁ amall tu
K.Un¢ortunately, there can te: little .doubt that’ thege- lead
l'the main pesaa"ns, altnough thie has yet to be p:oVed.)

o N -

Colleculng our tcols we now “etPECLd our oteps,.and had,,,T
a good meal from scme. dublous loocking tins, . According to- ‘agmmon | “VE?
: pPECuiCE, we- exchanged our new tins of food: ;or the’ last peoblos cho;gg
< - Washing up completed,. lamps re-primed, one mor phone cal o"pngh"
suri&ce for the time check aﬂa wa Be t off. e T

- [

. ' The way ‘back wac slibhtly dif erenu,this t;me we ommitaaﬁﬁﬂkﬂ

. tbe chaincd pltch which ‘wé. 41l had & bit of ‘bother with cominy down,; i

- there naving been conly o cable to hold on to on a completely smCOun‘ﬁvH
pinh Sloginb awaJ, and into a deep drcp invo ‘the yulpit Pitch. :

N '

'~,4.

A&ain & nicety in climbinr f00t~ woxk at Quarry CornerL

And Jnst -for the hell of 1% ug the Everest arrete, all the ladguréi
‘were nebot1ated 08811}.,_- o . ey

B *':\Cur only’ ooncern, the top pitch went 11ke gﬁdﬁaam,"w BBy e
* were-only snccnds behind our lsader. The method of ‘Fotting ont s nﬂfmﬁ :
being ecggin hand over hand after half way, then fget off. thek&auaerﬁ*

and onto.the rock-

. ;¥his 13 obviocusly the ;secrot .of gettingJOu*“~*ffi_
;vwithout .any. eifort.. “It would rseem that the only place that bob*61¢ G

~irust, was the shoreduup entrancacpitch.o This was bhilt
lines. Wb oA o . _

la

. }4:
.

" STy

. i ,-:Onoe out We wade for Minories Pool or, lake..‘

© with us bui: obviously did not’ ‘approve. 1 hasuen to“add. its ot &
-dislixe’ of water, .but the fadt that Chris' friend:dived:in® asebq#w 7
"and v st ruck Eob as:slightly: ungentlcmanly. A respectabls PRI BON M
. would,” of- course,-have taken- oii ‘his socks first. . Finally, he,loet-;
 his ocrs. Bob and T- thin“ they were eo]nule, Uut we-

-
.

1
3
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