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..SLIDE SHOW. This is to be held at- Stlrrup Oup Ccfe on
Saturday December 9th 2t 7e30. pma It is hoped th“t néi
many nembers as poQ51b1e will be prpsemt Other caving
clubs and local resicdents have beoen invited, 4 meeting -

(:bf members whe have colour trqnspﬁrgences of Mendip,

above and below, hﬂs trken pl”Cu and the better Q11”es-

K3

selcctedl.

JUMBLE SALE The annual Jumble Sale was held at Eullng'
Town Hall on Saturday December 2nd « Despilte shme

anxiousg moments as to the amount of Jumble available. ...
before the date we had more than last year. The profit ..
amsunted to:just sver £ 15.0:0,

St_CUTHBERTS TRIP.--A.trip down St Cuthberks on.Now.26%h
was arrcnged and -supported by Simon Knight, Len Arnold
and Robert Hill. ' : ' -

(THILLEES CAVE Qontdbﬁ has been made with those in contral

“and o trip is to teke plce on Sunday December 10th.

CaVE LEnDERS. Will any members who are prepared to lead
nOV1CLS down spécific caves please contact the Meet

Secretary. . S C e

COUPERS HOLE There has been good prncreas on the c1gg1ng
of thls cave. The pascage is being Wldenea re(@y for

the ralls from Brgwnes Hole,

.
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RESCUE_EQUIBMENT. If a fully equipped céve rescue outfit |
is to be-kept at-the edtiage, it is estimated that the i

cost w111 be in the reglon RF £20s. It has been decided
that ‘the expense 1§ fully Justlfled.

InKE IT -~ A4S YOU WISH"There is not much use in ngng caving,
just for the sake: of nghg caV1ng2. quote - Hon,Sec.

'PROSPhCTIVE IBMBERS. The following names will be coming
forward for Memburshlp in the naer future, Ron Baker, (:>
James Gibb and Alan Cowley.

'FﬁiL MEMBERS. The following are now full members of the |
¥.C.Ge Simon Knight, Ted Gabb, Robert Templeman-and
Ian Leake. '

WITHYBRDOK SLOCKER. LA party can51st1ng of Mike Rennle,
Alaﬂ Gowley anf Geoff Davies surveyed this cave to '
C.R.G. Grade 5. Depth 70ft. Length 130 Feet. '

NEW DISCOVERY.-que Mitchell and slan-Cowley have'
'.dlSCJVLPQQ a well decorated grotto near Brownes

' Hol&. Malwodm Cotter and James Gibb have surveyed

it with Dave ﬂna a number of photographs have ‘been-

‘taken Length ig about 100 fte Alan and Dave have also (:>
extcnd@d one of the passages in Brownes.\

. OVARHE,LRD "I m prepared to dig Coopers every weukmen& "
Slmono
HUNTING LODGE This dig nceds diggers. 4 hole about

12ft in diam. and nearly LOft deep on. EqsternAMendlp“;
~{inch °lreqdy fitted. Contact Dave Mitehell. -
DIGGING HANDLES., Dave has maae“a lagge number, if one ;
brakes. please do not on aﬁ§ account burn it out, |
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EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING -This meeting was held at the

Cottage on Satrurday Lth November at 6.15 pm., Peter Goddard
was. in the chair. The mmmutes of the previous E. G M. wére

read .and passea as true record.

Secretarv s Report. Rob Charnock reported that Nembershlp Cards

had! been 1ssued to a1l members. No report hqd as yet .becn

recelvcd from the Brlthn Museum re-Ublcy Skull e&cept that

they had accepted it for exhibition. Pinctrec Pot. Tbe keya
(_jed'be(_ offered to other clubs of which two had acceptod. 4

barrier had bcen placod in hoonllcht Grotto to prot ct the

formatlons. Party As so fTow gugsts had atténded it was adviescd

that a.differcont form be followod in future yegrs.'Whlstlo
‘f51gnals. 22 clubs hﬂd_bccn written to.on this mgttcr. 17 used

only 55 1 uscd two, 1 used ropc signdls, 1 wlwmyS'shouﬁed.

Most clubs think four unwisc aud adviac shnﬁ‘ting whon nrogsible.

C.RJG. AGM, To be held at Briqtol on 11th No#ember. M.C.G.

to proposc momber for Commitice. Postal vote aftor: muLtlng.

‘Chartcrhousc Caving Committcc nothing had hdppunud G.B. Cave

No spceial dates now, Xcys on opplication for any wcck-end,
unléss alrcady booked up. Dieccount A,J.Millbarnk had now gone

(:?ut of(THQ1n cesg but an alucrnqtlvo wag poesiblc. PhOuOFInDhS
of Pincwrce. On a &ugg pqtlug from tho Mcet becrutﬂry the

Sccrctary was to arragge that such photogr aphs be s¢nt to -

lir Brown, thc owncr -of thec Iand.
\

Treasurcre's Report. John Bdrker_reported that. the total funds
now stood at £ 130.° 20 3. £122., 1.10. of which was in the

Cottqge Purchase Fund Altnought the GenerLl Funu scemed rather

loni there was no noed to worry as it wag morely scasdnal,

\ s : . R A
Yearly subescriptions ‘would soon raige. it to its normal levecl.

Y P
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Recent cxpenses included Tgckle(much uf thu M”tbrlal
for the new, uQUlPMth had boen paid for), Bulldlng
Matcerials, Cottago Expenses and aAdministration’ iy

Prlntlng, Povtugb etc, An average of 12/ per ‘week: had:

~ been COllOGtu& ﬂt Thurqaqy Mecetingse - »

Bditors RuQOrt._"lkG Rennie ruported that five: mohihly-
DCWS—qhubtg.hWQ bcen produced. A.repsrt of the clubs
activitice now appeared woukly in the Middlesex County i
Times., Thc'sufvefé of Goatchurch were now beceming (:}
aopular.fﬁﬂét‘of the articals for thé Journal were

now in and 1t Wi prbctbh to have it rcody for

binding in Jﬂnuqry. The survoy of LJngJovd/August

W pectu@ to be on the Mﬂrket in January.

BXpenses on tnlq last survcy had risen to some £70

éver tne twu yuars, ultnough th EBditor wished to

bear this CSQf in. fuil a prop&sal by Halenim Cotter
that the club gqu the Editor £5 was g@C“HQBd‘by

Tony Kﬁlbbs_ang pduuod RlChqu Woollacott

congratulated thq gdltur on ‘the' content. & .
publicatiifi of 'T;'hé" newe-— shoit.

Meet Sccretary' 5. Report Access to S% Outhburtq had (:>
now been goined and it was hoped tJ make it a 7

regular contact, Tony Knibbs also ruported that

two trips had becn made down Lewib Lesr. As yet

attempts to cntof‘Hilieré_and Pairy ‘Caves were
unsuccessful. Tankard Pot was. to be locksd and -.

it was suggestcd thet B.E.C. be approached re-- -

LCCGSS. There had been a demahd for trips to

other arcas. At Baster o Devon Mcet was to be
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.OIUﬁDlSGw. Other nbets wore' to be érgﬁnlsed to t“ckle'
’Eustglll/Lﬁncqster, GCPIDS Glll Giants and ®Bldsns-
and O.F.D. The lntter o take place hn 22¥2Lth Feb.'
On Mendip a Swildons 1V trlp was to be orgnnlseer
A -great deal of Flgclng needed th be done, Jack Grech
was to .lead thb work on Caopers. It We's ‘Thaped to
stort the dig n Hlll Form in the new I year. Any memer
whe had sugzestions for ather trips WﬂS’tO’COHtaCt the
(:: &t Seecraotary. Lqu gumner three: fﬂrelgn trips werec
organisced,in hustrlu, the French'ﬂlps and the nyennes;
and nnothcrrto.Eire. This ycar Yugoslﬂv1m, Jreland,
,France and Austria had nlre_dy bacn suggested, It
was thouﬂﬂt one 1large expedition be preferable t5 a . .
nhmber of small ones. Tjuy spoke at swme  length -on
Cave;Ruscuo anc Pcnulonc a meeting he had attended ...
on. DLH alf of the club in Bristol and suggested meth)d $e
.VThu London Cave Rescue Crganiske tlﬁn hatl been formed - -
to decl with cutside large ruscpch. He- stressed the
cedd for the instruction bf‘mcmbers in rescue methods,
and the setting tp of ah adequate set of rescue o
,V(ijuigmpnt at the Cd%tage. S - . .e

"Tackle Master' RODOIt Jack Grecn féporte th at 250 £t
“0f ladder was to be mnﬂc in the n ar future., The questlan
_0f spacing was not yet settlcﬂ né the club was to be
asked before COE“tIUCthD Wos bbgun. J ackle BJX hod
be placed in the Cottuge w1th cnough t%chlc $9 cover -
-most Mendip- caves. Me 1bcr° were to nntlfy Ta ckle Mastor
af any defects., The construction of “Nﬁbbley Dogs" w“s
to be ﬁlscuqsed. '

-




.Cottaée Wardcen's Report. Don Dovaston reported

that the distempering of the roof of the
cottage Was'now well underway, The screen for
the middle rsom had been started, Fire Buckets
were coming and the poesibility of Fire Extin-
guishers was to be lJDkbd into. He asked the
club to help kgcp the cottﬂgb tidy, CSpuClﬂlly the
; end room and requcqteg that all membet s kbep their
~_gear .in the 1oft betwsen. week- ~-chds, w1th the
"_exceptlon pcrh shefs of slceping gear. In the‘fﬁtﬁre
' it was hoped to allocatc a space in the loft to
sach member who kcpt gear at the . cottage.
Members etc were askéd not to smoke in the
, bedroomns. Food éhbuld:be kept in stccl containers.
, wastepaper ‘baskets were to be introduced in the
' neer futurec. e
A.O De. A proposal by letter bJ Jnn Ruthbrforu A
A‘that ‘Prospective Members shoulﬂ ‘have o rlght of
qppual was not scconuud._ .

A proposal that half yeorly nmcetings always
be ‘held, made by Richard Woollacott, was passed
unan. and the Constitutionxi duly ammended.

- A proposal thut "All ERENEER . proposals to

chﬂngps in: the Constltutlan and Rules be-
.natlflea to -the Hon Secrctary at least 1h dﬂys
befora--the -date of a General Meeting and.

circulated . to membars. nny member qunlIlng_u_};"m-*

Postal Vote to apply to Comnlttee w1th reasonge™ ’

Vs passed unan, .
- all were in wholehoqrtuc qggrebment th t Fred Young

oFf Lower Parm be elected an H-nﬂry Mbmbbf Of}l.q Ge
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VTHURSDAY T/ALKS. Thursday 21st December. ng an@ Jack on
Cave First Aide. Thursday 28th December. Mlke ox the

“ugust/Longwond System, - - .

" PRIMROSE POT. Bastwater Swallet. On Sunday 19%h November

Scruff(John Rutheérford) and Geoff ﬁavies attempted the
Primrose, Scruff has sent us the follow1ng report,
The-cave was entered about 11 15 am with a party -of L
“oruff, Geoff Brian Plttman ‘anfl Jim Nuttal .carrying
(zOO £t of lacder, 300ft rope and L2 £t of teather, nS
none Hf the party had first hape knowleégerqf;what was
involved 1t was necessary to err on the side. of taking

tbo much geﬁr rather thqn not quite enoughes We went .
- across the Upper Traverse, straight down the. Primrose

Path, whipping through leleluaﬁh ‘Eole(Simon please note)
anc. came to ‘the part of the paheage which w1ﬂens-enough

to enable all of the party to sit, just before the final
. tight squceze. There is a rawboiﬁ in the floor with &

karabiner on it(which by'great restraint;was_stiil there
when we left). sbout half the ladier wes, unroileﬁ_and
fized togegther. A rope was tied round Scruff'q velst.
(:>ﬂ he started down the tlght paesade feet first. He
could not get throuohW1th hlS arms. above hls head, but
only with them pimmed to his 51de. An uneasy momenf
occured when his head got stuck. Its not very nice to'
go down an uninown squeeze, perhﬂps(far all you know)
that comes out over a 180ft arop, and if you de get |
stuck have no arms o use. By pulling b¢0Kwar@a with .
- the toes and,wrigglihg,the body the frection that there 
is voom Ffor(about %002 inches it seems) for about 12 to




-8 -
15 feet you Iu?Ch the place where it widens’ out

enough to allow some body movement. You 1ie over the 7
180 £t pot with arms and 1egs on eltner 81de. Its
about 2 to 3ft wide. The ‘200 £t of ladder teok - about
hour o get tﬂrough and Scrufif set off to land on
thu first ledge 32 ft down on top of’ 165ft of tdngled
1au;er.The ledge is about I5 to 20ft wide. Scruflf Towered
the ladder down whllst tne life line weas pulled up for
Gsoff to lelOW but ne found the squeuze 1mp0551ble.
Scruff reclimbed the 1ladler to collect the lifeline,
and then LuSCanGd a fairly e"sy climb to the second
ledge another 65ft dovme. He then picked up the tangled
mass of ladder and put it over the 3rd pltch, where
'therc is a rawbolt for ladder. Tight passage between
2n& an@ 3rd PltCﬂuS. He went down the 88f% pltch and
the ropu stuck SOft from bottom. He tied it to the ladder
and carrleu on without .1t to reach the bottom for a quick
10Jk rdund. Chamber with small passages going off, none
'go'., He started to climb back, it seemed a hell of a way
tio, the life 11ne at- BOft. Horele was raised as he hooked
on ana fell when those at the top could not hear the
. whlstle 51gnuls.He ncarly blew hlS front tueth out but
to know avail, so he climbed the 88ft pitch without a
1inezand felt very shéﬁy“éf”%he %bp.He‘hauled up the
laader and repcetlng the praoess he arrived at the top.
If it had not have _been for the line on the last two
pitchcs he Would have fallen oTfe It took all three -

to pull him out at the top over a period of some
15 mlns.(full report -to be found in‘3eg at Cottage)
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