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~HE kENLIP CAVThG GROJI’.

~rnc8L!wrF2 NO. 29. DEC~GER 1964

GROUP~ flNANCEZ -

At the ~ad of flc.ve’tbcr~ the two Thands stood as fOli3Wc~

.3 Cottage Pin’oh&se £18.13.4Genersd. t:6, 5.9.—

COTDAGLt FEES

In view of the increased. use and cost of fuel, the
Coanmittee has decided that the Cottage fees must go up.• The
increase ~yill be 6o.. per day for all classes of user.

Ahe folioiaing rates will apply from lst.December.

Member 2/L. per day
Guest 3/S

Under i8 2/.-.

CUM4GE OF ADDRESS

Dave ititbheI]. has movad to —

‘3 3, Stonewall Terrace,&ome, Somerset.

MENDIflTThOLCGY

MenO.ip, .Origlnmlly mynydd eppulit, wild mountains.(Weslh)
• . Later, Kened—yp and Menedup.

?k1da~b Originally prid.d’—tig, mud dwellings (Oelt)

(to be continued) s
the Council of Southern 0Rving Clubs.

Some twenty—four of those clubs approached
out in favour of the formation ed this body. The fIrst
resentative meeting will be held nt Bristol University
9th January, 1965.
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tTh Our ae3~Lc1’~iS~ er has F’ s’woly of these for sale to
*J members at the ve~ry re;)ecrtao].e pr~.ce of l7/6~

SOME NOTES ON COOPE~R! C HOLE

T±’~e flt~t~~LlCa Is c~ten r~sed~ ttis this Choddar Hole
ür not?! Dhedthir ]isle, of cource, was the name given by our
ancestors befcr3 the Norm~n Conqueat to that place or cave
which Henry of~{unt~ngdon (1125—1130) naniedas one of the
“~ur Wonders Of Er~glan5Y. The Romans seem to have known it
as “carcer aecZ or Prison of the Wind.

:~e1l he that there are other major openings
are hidden by dabris or road—making, hut at least we know that
that flood—water fJ.owed down the Gorge into the cave and was
apparently tree to escape to lower levels, (hence the strati
fication c’f the ~ charcoal and road—dust which reaches to t
the rent’ as f~r ~s’ ~:e hnve excoysied).

This fn~ trken to~ather with the known dimensions
~Th cf the entrance certolnly àeeffl5 to indicate a vast cave havtng
‘~-~~} been accessible in the not—too—distant paste

It is odd to think that the writers, such as Henry
of H’mtlngdcn and John Hooker (in Holinshed~s ~scrivtion of
BritaIne)(l5hB)~ should have referred to Cheddar Hole rather
than Oheddnr Gorge, P. clue m~y be in the last paragraph of
hooker a descrIptIon,

li This Cheddnr Hole or Cheddrc Rocks is in Sununereet--
shire and thence the waters run ThiIJZtEe~ i~eet with. second
4~z that ri seth in C’wRie Hole0”

Gould this pcsslbly mean that a part of the Gorge w~ie
still roc ‘ed—over~? This would perhaps explain the preti e
3’lverete and streams which they often crossed as they went from
pince to plnceh They certainly do not sound like the great
uno.ergrc’und river which has defled all attempts at plut&olri~
with tie current as it ru~shes henenth GougIi~s Cave~

k SI), taki≤i;t- onto oo~sidernflon the fear arid swc ~cl~h
~rhich caves were reg~räsd even In the two last r3entUrt6E, 2.5
it likely that a cacrern such as Gough~ a or c5ox S or any Oti~r
caveknown today would then he described as “ample, large and
NOTHING NOISOME’t by those who entered and there traversed
great sonces of land and rover&~ though ‘~they could never yet

Tb is w:~ 1) be oublished on the second Thui-May ~f
e~ixhnio1tth~

ODpv ~or i’~t~-ii.catibn must he in the hark1i~ of the
Editor by the ~ SZTJJ~ WELH•”’~NDe.
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flti7ar Coop~r~ Hole Os really vast and extensive
end with only small streams or we should start looking elsetgl~re
for Gheadar Hole.

.&nother factragajnst 000perts Hole being the great
cave or the past, is that J.F.Parry’s dig in the entrance
shewed that only 9ft 6in. from the roof, he had Passed through
33.1 tile strata Containing animal and artefact remains and was
gave up at a further depth of nearl’, 6rt Without finding any
trace of variance from the red marl.

This would seem to indicate that for the last
millenium the entrance had been no more than betwenn 5ft and

(Th. 9ft in height. Not a very imposing or Promising entrance to the
‘—‘ wonderlar.d describe above.

This evide ce2 such as it is, is very easily overcome,
by a number of explanations However, it would explain the
feasibility of the construction of the man—made steps discov~ed
to the left of the entrance.

If this had been a lofty entrance, the steps Would have
ended on the wall of the cave; un~ess, of course, they do indeed
continue downwards un~er the infilling.

It is worth noting that Parry did not mention having
reached any stalagmite f,loor4

To be continue&

DATES BtR YOUR DIARY

February bot&. 14. 0. G. Jumble Sale. Ealing Town Hall.
Please start collecting NOW and pass on youj’
collection to Robbie Charnock.

‘-‘I
‘~‘March 27th. A.G.M. at Nordrach.

July 10th to l~th. Visit of,~a Societe des Cavernes et Montagnes
euchatelloise Th~y will be our guests and we hope

that some members will make themselves available to ~ct
as hosts.

Half—Yearly General Meeting, and Dinner will be held on 23rd
October, 1965. Please reserve this date.




