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ABOUT CAVING

Caving is the scieneco, and sport of e*z:plO'ei.rrg ur‘de'mrount?
passoges and chambers in: Limestone c{..sm’mnso The cavew hag a
chance to pee things that few other peov'fe doa and he o*-* atle
may make important nevw discoverles.

THE, M, Colo’

To those without experience or skilled guldance gaving cen
Yo dangerous - neaﬂy all the accidedts you gee reported in (rj
newspapers heppen to inexperienced, il .L—oeqm:mud sovices, The -~
HENDIP CAVING GROUP is one of the 100 or- .so clubg In this coun
vy which can offer a safe introduction fo cdving. It slsc has
rights of accsss o certain restricied caves.

he MGG was formed in 1853 end holdsinformel gogcial meevings
in Lonaon each weslk, The group operates m1f’.1j' in the Meadd ip limpe
stone area of -Somerset, bubt from bims o tlie visits sre made to

other caving aveag in this cowmbry and sbroads

The object of the MOG is further all aspscets of sp elaccwog_,ye,
0 explore existing caves, find new onss, and to sncoiwage int-
erest in hydrology (water tracing), biology (study of cave-
dwelling Tlora and fahna), underground phobography and surveylinag,
archacology sud geologys.

Good squipmeny,both a8 used by i _ndwv::.dm_'!.ﬂ and as auppliied
by the group, is esgential, The MG is proud of its high stan~
dards and its accideni~Tres recovd, - , o - \

BELOW CROUND

Coves {which tend to be ho-"lzontal) and Donhoieg (mostly
vervical) can be long or 3horu, largs or small, A long cave in
thig country can extsad eight wi Tles or more and:.a shoz‘h one only
a few feet. Some underground chambars ave forty or mowa feed high,
in some places the caver may have o crawl through pessages ouly




eighteen lnches in dlamever. One of the ways inWhich caves
arae formsd is by the actlon of water dlssolving avay rock: In
soma caves there is still an. aetive stream rumning and the
cover may well get wed, Streams have Ydes erted” other caves
and they ave now comletely dry.

The sbtractions of caving arve différent for evayons, but
“the beauty of stelagmite and stalactite formations fascinates
most psople. Caves are some of the few places left in thip
gountry where new discoveries may be made.

O
! VISITING SOMERSET

There aye soxe 50 wenbers of the MUG and a proporition of .
these visit the ceving aveas on most wsekends. Regular group-
bpoets® are held and there are few weekends when theve ave ao -
opportunities to cave with members or help digging possible new
£avTes, .

The MOG has a headquarters in Somerset with cooking and
slseping facilities, which if nobt Jwwurious are adeguate., 4
pwall chavge (3/6 per day %o members, 2/6 for guests) is made,

Porsonal equipment consists of a miners helmet™, lights™
hoots, waist sling and kavebiner , whistle™, a boiler suit and
very old clobhes, (+ these items may be borrowed from the group

Y poviess, = nob reguived on first trip). Wire rope ledders;
~~yiflen lifelines etc. ave ownsd by the groups

: Many club mexbers oun cars and errangemsnis can usually
_be made to shave petrol ccats. Ouy Mendip "HQ is sboub 120
iiles feom London. Somes wembars lesgve on Friday evenings, sore
on Saturday, reburning uvenally on Sunday evening.

“Ceving and Potholing® by Donald Robinson awd Anthony
Greenbank {Gonstable, 1964, prics 308.)available from most
public libraries is a good introductory book., “The Gsves of




¥endip® by N. Bervington (Dalesman, aboub 8s.) iz a deteiled
guidebook. UBritish Caving®, edited by Cullingford is a well-
Imoim standard worke .

JOTWING THE M.C.Co

Memhership is open Ho all, but your first caving
$rips will probably be made as a “guest of the club! -« to
give both you and the members a ¢hance 0 get to knovw each
oihet, Ibs commibtee will consider applicatlions for p:‘ob-—
ationary momhership after you heve been on a group meet ab
vwhich comnittee members ave pregenbt. Full mesmbership is
considered afber six months probabion and completion of a
“'ora:s.nang trip® to show that you undGeraband basic safeby
precautions. . - '

. The annual subseripbion is 2.1,/- a year (650 o
those under eighteen) Both men and womeh may join. Membeis
sve expeclted to bs rveaspnably active. :

.' - ORGANTSATION

The MCG ig vun by a commitise of saven,elecued
2% an annunal geveral msebing. An annuval dimmer iz bheld in
the aubum. Members receive group publications and may use
the 1::.:Jx=a'~'=gr°

The g"‘DLp w2ets soclaLy in g vooin adjacent to a
public house in Esling on Thursday erez\ings from gboul 8.30 pemo
snd visitors arve uelcoaze., It is be.—nb %o contact the sscvelary .o
i) ﬂ&amhe“ in advange .
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