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THE MENDIP ~AVING GROUP.

J1r~T’YER NO. 70. JANUARY, 1965.

NEW YZ~R~3 RESC:czJncNs

A21 rIgh~ ].954~ the year In the w~i.derness Wilen ,the

~ C~ G. ~ •Qo.le~ represent~t~.-tes on MendIp were 27 oonorete’bJ.oeks

at the Stirrup Cup, is Over.. This is 1965~ the year when4

ass more novices receive encouragement and more rnemberc v1.F’It

S.~werSet to.oave an.. dig, there will ~e no more !&C. G.

Here are some newy~ar resolutions for YOU, How about

resolving to buy the Secretary a pint for each of these

resolutIons you break? -

1. rfl~j.~ Sothepset at least once a month.

2, vIsit a ‘few of those caves you talk about so often.

:3, Di~fl few nones. .

:4’ do surv~ying ~rowhes~fbrybü~•

5. TaUt to EVERYONE on Thursdays WHO IS A ?~OS?~CflV~

flMBER.’ Unless they receive’enoouragemeñt and benevolent

interest there will, not be much of a group in a ‘year

or”so. : ‘

6, Read something from the Library.

7~ Attend the Annual and: half—yearly meetings,
I., -‘,_. -~nr0~ ,tn~ and Cot0 d3rd)

8,, ‘DC- THZS FTRST-,~,.., p~y your suhsor~ptjon, NOW.

~CAVES O~” MENICP’

‘Anew and re;ieei c~~’ct: cr tLIc~ g:;idebook to. the Mendip

caves has just been publIshed, Copies ~re available from the
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E’eoxe~ary at special rates.

COTTAGE ELECTRICITY

Reasonable si2Jiig Inserted in the electricity meter on Mendip

mr~y be recovered from the Treasurer or deducted from cottage fees.

ANNUAL %BSC~IPTION3

Annual subscriptions for 1965 fell due on January 1st.

Memberp and probationary members over 18 pay 2l/fr; under 18, 6/-

Rnd Associate member~ lo/6d.:- Payment should be maae to the

Treasurer, Ian Leake, 35, West Towers, Pinner, Mid&., and cheques,

P00.sj’ etc. shoudi be made payable to the Mendip Caving Group.

LIFELINES — ALWAYS. . .

in Notts Pot, a trip by the Northern Cavern and -M&ne:

1!esearch Society —. ~ As the pitch was only ?5ft. 4eep,- we,

decided riot to use a lifeline seconds later we were shocked

by a large .crash...,...... she suffered a- fractured pelvis, b~roken

thumb and -cuts...., she hopes to be caving again in six months.11

Ther&s a moral here somewhere

SCI~TIFIC CAVING: .,• . . .‘ . . .

The Association of the Pengelly- rave’ Research Cpntr.e is

still seeking more members. The objects ot the-Association ‘are

to further cave conservatIon and -sncourage speieologic~.]. study and

ru~e~ax’ch~ The Centre is at Buokfastieigh in D’e~on€ -

Members roceiv’e ~2tudie~ on Soelec1ogv’~, the Associaticai~s

~;L~J~J. Jc~urnal anc t!o~vb±etterb, The annual subscription is £‘-

payable to Mike.fler~n~.s. 4~:-. ~‘~d].ey G~rde-ns, London Wa13.

The-Association - is running ~ programme of Lectures at the



PhysIcs Dept. Imperial College, Prince Conso”t Rd. , S. W, 7.

The lectures are as follows

JRflQ~3t h Oaveo in DangerD DavId Attenborough and G0Black.

tlflsL27uh. The ~ac~J. £~st In DerbyshIre. Treior Bbrd.

Feb~ 17th. I-aAnted Caves of Prance and Spain
G0 Sleveking0

Man 3rd. ResidtIvity Survey for cavities in Devontan Limestone

at Biokfastleigh. Cohn Bristow~

ME~r~ I7t~ Ba~:a 9r.d Bnt Studies, John Edoper,

Leot~res start at 8 p~n~ except the last which is at 6 p.m~

Aänhiesicn I~{EE WITHOUT TICKET.

PEDRO~s NEW YEAR ~flY STORY

And. now, kiddiwinkies, I will tell you about the infant

that was born in Bristol last Saturday afternoon. It ‘gill be

named the Council of Southern Caving Clubs. No, I really

cannot say that it was a bastard at birth, but it wasntt exactly

a ~wanted’ child. And if it doesn’t do what it’s thirty or so

pca~ent clubs want It to, any one of them might throw it out

into the cold ODe n5.ght~

if it!n birth pangs were great, they will be thought nothir~g

co~~t~ett wiJ~i the trouble thth’e is goIng to be when the infknb grows

Ut~ r4Cd bac ~a &eclde Thr~t it is goIng to do for it~s iivIng~

?Y.~r bilf ~.ta a~r•et~ts ia~-:t ~.t r,~ the means to fcrming a NatIc’r~il

C~vi:~g C:~piinIs:;tic.~~ :~::d tho ~tber ~1aLf want it to do exr~ct.1.y t!~~

-• to flg~t Rr~cn~-; tryIc~c; to fcrm such a body0

Itdeed~ Its ver~r ter~nE of ref ereaoe will make sure tlu-~i
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the child never grows bi~ enough teeth to bite back at its

parents any of themJ What the M. C. G. s six reps, at the

meeting did learn were the facts of life about the rormaubn of

“~Mg Bi”other C The Coündil ~@ Nor€Fj~erntCavThg CiUbs7 ~~
no.~•”~o’.~ ‘ci~’ ,:. r ““:- -

The C,N.u~C, $ecntsry told us thnta wiokeo...uncle”oalled

the Central Courkcil for ~h&sical’ ~some

~nationnI bbd~r to whom th~y’ddhid’airec i5rospso~ive membero

‘d’to could organise th~ CluBs~ The~

• the mIght arid rna~ ~ of ~ ~chotie boikdb~y behin~ th~n in

ngh~tng leg;Rl bcttles flth’i~d&Iàitr~nt ‘landowners0 ... :0.

~‘~ell. b~.i~ths é[re Rlwnys rathe%~~messy, ahd the Newsletter

is no place to go i~ato all the sordi&~d~’taIis~ If’~rou want

• to know all about the 0. S. C. C. ask Pedro or one of. the

Committee members who were at the meeting.

Memb~rs will recall that the M.C.G..ts.A.G.M. in 1964

c4?~~4~d that, we should support a~regiQna1 organieation..wiifle

~c) ••.~ ,~~ppo.sing(fly national control11 . ~ ,• - ~. . ;.

1• ,• .

Pinancia]. News.

Cur’tund~ stand at ore~erit n~approx. ~a3j1i the Cottage

‘urchase ~nd anl £18 in the General Thmd~ L~AbiIItIe~stand

~ £l6clCr” Picdce rer’ervb~r ‘~hLs ‘~~hen Tan Passes the box roupd
- . . .‘ r

on ThursaEays~ flejise ~coté ‘~drthings a~e no longer iegar’

9!~a~V, although ~;o arc ncc~tir~g ~iokel—si1ver coins and

eTar~ vrc’aIHs(r7 r,~oi c~s~ ~nea by G1arn~’ oh behaif of

the G~vr~ artól Co~a~a



MENDIPETYMOLOGY

Nordrach — Noro, Old Eng., north; drag, Old Norse, a hill.

Charterhouse — Chartreuse (Fb’ance) from whence a monastic

cell Was founded here.

Blackinoor — blaec~ Old Eng. ,bleak; moor, Eng.

Velvet Bottom — Fjellet, Old Eng., dIsafforested;bothrn.QE,
VS l1ey~

Resignation0

Ted Gabb has c~c~.ded that he can no longer remain a member

in view of his present x;lace of residence (Stockport, Chess )
Our Secretary hne written to him expressing our regret at

this decision $ pointing out that we shall all be glad to ~

him a~ad $&th;~’h.enever they can manage to get down to Mendip.

CLUB MEETS.

Our Meet Secretary, Tony Knibba, has brought out a list

of Meets for 1965 that sho4la. please all tastes. This is what

a lot, of people have beep waiting for. It makes it a lot easier

to plan trips to Mendip when y~u are informed what is going on.

Now it Is up to us to gIve him our fullest support in

attending these meets and In leading those trips which you may

fasi qua].Itied by experience ‘~~r ability3 or both) to lead.

Dons t wait to be asked; volunteerl

:o~.n’~ FtiR TWO MC~~E~ES
JalL~ :L60 ~ Cnve.~~i’~, i3oth caves’ are suitable for novices0

.1 ~a r k--~~ m~ ~ not~ded for G~ B~ Act Now, hoe ~3. ‘~

Feb. 6~’ Gostc~it:reh s~nd Rrzd~a ?~t~ Suitable for flovieeS0
I”ob0 7, ~i rr~.tr~ Eel.. Ditto.
Feh,20, CUTE JUiCLE SisIJE~ Fa2~Ing Town Hall.Help from ll~
Febo2Z. ~wlldon’ a Uclo,. Up~n~r Zsries and below If crowds ‘~jj,o~ç
Feb.2o. Baich Cave~ Y~OTE’-Eritre.nce may not be reopened in tiEt~.




