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MENDI? CAVING GROUP.

NEWSLETTER NO.31. _ FEBRUARY , 1965.

Appeal No.l.

This newslebtter goes out to 54 people,members or

lassociates of the Group. If each member sent in =a short article

onee a year you'd have te geh a new Editor. Try 1t and seel

_ " When all subs {due oV Jan.lst. )} have been. p&id,
the Group will be wd;th'less than £k for eﬁch‘of'thoseZSA-perggns.
In case you haven't heard, a colléction is made each Thursday

evening, and ‘the average donation is less thah thn price.; 0T vw

- a pint of beer! Ts thls all the Group 1s worth to you?

Junble Sale;

The Jumble Sale at Ealing Town Hall raised £18.10.0
Thahks are due to the willing few who turned up o help Their
Group,.and‘especially to Robble and Pém Charnock, who made the
arrangements and had their house full of~Junk for some weecks.

ot

Wbrk On Tno Gottage

. T L . . " e
A Dbig concerted effort is needad to complete the

JCG

drains for 1nspection and %o finlgh the interior work March “Gth. -

is planned as a major working WGekend.
£ o - t % B \
. . t




Group Funds. - E 1
The Cottage Purchase Fund holds £15.8.7, and !

the General Fund £31.10.0. :

Both smounts wlll barely cover antlclpated cpsts during.
the forthcoming year. |
National Interest in Caving.

 Leading articles in the "Guerdlan' and "Punon! on
February 17th b.th gave publicity to the sport of cﬁ%%ng and. . .
its orgsnisation. The "Guardlan't!s article concludes, "A sport 1;)
can bevovereOrganise&, and cavers tend to be'highlylindiv;du&l
individuéls. But there does seem to be a case for drawing
the varpous bodles into some kind of cohefent grouplng for
mutusl advantagst | _ ‘ ’

" Punch®, suggesting organisations which could be subsidlsed
by the Ministry of Sport, says,"I don!t know much abdut
potholing, but I imagine potholsrs would he grateful for easy
access, good accomodation nesr-by, firstfc;ass rescue facllltles |
and possibly a subsidised school for beginnerg aown'soﬁe | fﬂ);:

sultable hole!........ How kind of themg
L . :

w

¥The 8peleeclegist! — poview.

The first issue ofThe Spslaeologisth, published last month,
1s good value for money, but 1% wlll have difficuity in
maintaeining this standard. _ _

The 35 pages of editorial matter cover actlvitles in 5-
most of the major cavling sreas. Photographers, inparticular,
are wekl catered for, but three pages on the "Dead Sea Scrolls®

will probably Ainterest a minority of rsaders,




A e L T e T R N Y L M T T . e T e T T T T T

NEW MEMBER | _
! ' , Peter‘Maﬂfhew:, 343, Uxbridge R4.,W.3. has been
elected a probationary member of the Groﬁp.
- WELGOME
to Trevor Parkér and his lady—friend, of Weston—Super—
Mare, who have started caving with us.
. REMINDER
Subscriptions bscams paysble on lat January. If you
~\H) have not yet péid, plasse do 80 to ths Treasurers 35, West
Towers, Pinner, Middx.
M. NOWBERT GABSTERET.
M. Casteret, who shoudl nead no introduction to snyone
with an interest in cavéng, visited Swansea recently. He
gave .theAfolldwiﬁg ratﬁer interesting detalls.
| rHe,neifhEr'smokes nor drinkslalcbhbl, or even such
stimulants ag tea dr c6ffee. :( ferhaps the lack of ability
and énthuéiaéﬁ for caving ' fo ¥,C. G, members ls due to an
N excess of these commedities! ) r
| t.Amdﬁést members of his own family, M.Casteret has
ﬁﬁqbably as many cavers as are in our Grogp. The g%nlor
ﬁémbers‘are intfbduced:to'Speléblogie"at the tendsr age
'Qf fbur. - | ‘ |
Twehtwahféé bboks;.translated Lnfa fort& different
languages (plus Braille and Esperanto) have besn written
by M. Casteret, seven of which are obtainable in ZInglish.
The Braille translatlion was made for a French girl

who hed been blind since birth, but who is a mountalneer,
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‘Bkier, and a.caver, In fact, an incldent occurred some time |
after she starfed ceving which servas to show how expert she y
became., When M, CAasterst's lnmo failnd 'ps a test of hen ‘
sbility, he asked her to lead him back to the entrance which

‘was some hundreds of feat sway. . This she d1d, simnly by

fesling the shpae of the wrils znd by a "sixth ssnse', which
enebled her to sstimate tie hilght of the passages.  This is
surely a remark:ble feat, when thers are somé of us who loss

the way even in Upper Swildon's,  Joan Robinson, ,;)
Bditor's Note — How on sarth dld M. Oasterst heer of Pat?

" MEET PROGRAMME

Marom 13/14th Sat. St Guthbnrt's Swallet, Priddy.{(unconfirmed)(P)
-~ 'Bun., Bleckmoor.Swallet. Dlgging..(

March 27/28%h. Bat. Annual Gensral Mgeting at the Cottage.
and Cottage work only. '
-Sun. Eastwater Swallst, Priddy; to ths bottom
via the two vnrtioals
Blackmoor SWallet Digging. {P)

pril l6/19th Esster on Mnndip.
Frh; Cottage work: only. -
Sat, August Hole§Caving and diggln (P) - )»
Sun., Blackmoor Swallet, Digging % et
Mon. Cottage work,
- ‘Members wishing to arrange caving~on1y ‘trios for
aster please contact the Meet Sec., as soon as possible
| : Sat. Evening. Gouffre Berger svening at
‘Wells Musemu. (Ticksts required.

‘Note; (P) means that you must have a permit to visit these
B T ¢Gavesd, Ask the Secretary in-good time.
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MENDIP CAVING GROUP
NOTICE QF GENERAL MEETING.

The Annual Gerersl Hosiing of the Meudip Ceving Group
wlll bs held in the Cesiage, Nordrash—on-Mendip on Saturday,
March 27th., 1965 starting ot 4 v.l:.  Any Provosals to alter

the Constitutiivn and Rules of the Group, and any nominations
for electlon to the Committee of the Group must bs sent to me
at 12, Cranbourne Brive, Plnner, Middx. to arrive not later
than Friday,March 12th, Members requiring a postal vote
should send their requests by the same date.
Bradn Mee. Searetary.
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Tear of? .

NOMINATIONS FOR THE 1965/1966 COMMITTEE,

OFFLCE NOMINEE

SECREEERY — — — — — = = — — =

TREASURER — — — = = — — — — =
RECORDER — — — — = = — = — —
EDITOR = = = = = = = — = —
COTTAGE WARDEN — — —. — —~ = '—
TACKLEMASTER -~ — - — — - =
MEET SECRETARY = — — — = — —

BIGNED. s v e v it ienin e vaes

Note — Nominee's consent
should be obtsined in adwvance.
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INTRODUCTORY,

By woy of an experiment, this year's programme 1sg
scheduled cn a twelve-mconth basis rather than three Tour-month
eriods, It 1s beped that this will astisfy those who wish %o -
plan their peresnal engagsments well in advance and attend “roup
Meets as weokl.

Apart from this scrassd, dealing entirely with the Meet
Peogrsmme for 1965, each newsletter wlll contaln details of meets
for the two monthse following publication. With the excepbion
aimed primarily at the Ainterests of the novice, the whole pro-
gramme has been compiled in the absence of any speclflc suggestions _
from members, Without any directive to follow, the whole list
1as been devised t. contaln a iittle of everything.

Most wesksnds arranged for the novice occur quite early
in the year. This may provide an opportunity for the experienced
members to beneflt from a limbering-up Period. Thosg of
iimited caving ability st present assoclatlng with the Unoup and
members wishing to ilntpoduce novices should take advantage of these
woekends. Older members pleae bear in mind that a weekend of
desultory digging and an overdoes of the local beverage 1s not
a gocd introduction for the novlece - any novice.

We requirc trained cavers who may later become valuable
opelaeoiogista rivately—arrangsd trilps for members' guests
T

; 1ol v
gliviald be st by scmecne zble to instruct and complete

traiaine toie formg, Don? forgzaet that the aim of all tralning fer
the caver is Lo tewch him to move caratully and safely underground ”
and to engsnder an intelligent and observant attitude to caving

88 a whele. Remember that your guest will require scme equip-

ment snd this 1g no% an excuse to make use of other peoplets gear. {j)

Much activity will atke place which, as yet, does not
appear on the programme. An undercurrent of cottage— wotk will
no doubt perslst throughout the year as will a large number of
caving activities of = more or less speclalised nature; digging, R
surveylng and sclentific wobk of a very baslc standard. '

Theyweekend of October 23/24th ls devoted to the Annual
Dinner, Half- early Genersl Mesting and Cottahe malntenance work
under the direction of the Cottage Warden. As withh all buildings -
there are many polnts in the broupﬁs cottage which will require
_attention snd this type of Cottage~work-weekend will be necessary
each year.
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JANUARY
9 /1Cth

16/17th

PROGRAMNY S

Inaugural Meeting of the Council of Southern Caving

Clubs nt the Unwtersity of Brlstol,
Inﬁex*o: work alt cottage.

Sate Bou?Tet Charterncuse  (P)
Sulie dauh Leer Caveri, Hardiree.

" Both of thege cave s are sultable for the novioe or

. cavavshof limited expeilence.

-FEBRUARY
6 /7th.

o¢th

é7/28th

MARCH

- 13/14th

27/28tn

APRIL

-Sat,'\The Goatchurch, Burrlngton. -

Ro.its Pot, Burrington.

‘1Sﬁn. Pinttres Pot, Nordrach.
»-Anothew weekend sulted to the novice or sem1~novice.

Group Jumble Ssle. Baling Town Hall., Please help

from 11 a,m. onwards. Jumble to Robble Charnock,

- at 128 Cavendish Ave,, W.13.
Sat. ‘Swildon's. Hble, Upper Series (and below if crowds

permit)

Sat. . Bt. Cuthbert’s Swallet) Pridd (unconfirmed)
Sun, Blackmoor Swallet (digging {P

These two items may have to be sxchanged one for the
.other if S%. C's is booked Tfor the Saturday.

Sat, Annual General_Meeting and cottage work only.
Sun. Esstwater Swallet, Priddy; to the bottam via
h the two vertlcals., o '
Blackmoor Swallet (digging; {P)

_16 to l9th EASTER ON MENDIP,

Fri, Cottage work only. o
Sat., August Hole (caving and digging) EP;
Sun, Blackmoor Bwallet %&1gging% P
Mon, Cottage work.

Members wishing to arrange caving-only trips for Easter
please contact the Meet Secretary as soon as possible.

SAT, EVENING, Gouffre Berger evening at Wells Museum,
(tickets required).

[T P i

NOTE — (P) means thet you MUST HAVE A PERMIT TO VISIT THESE CAVES.

ask the Secretary in good time,




_ A grand selection fo five digs will be worked during this
vear, of which the two most promising are Blackmoor and Knaphlill ,
gfwallets. The underground dig in August Hole is a pressing third.

The word is going around Mendip that it 1s time that the
M, C. G. had another ngw discovery. With five such promislng digs .
1% will be disappointing if we haven't got at least one success to our
credit b¥ the middle of this year. "Always bear in mind that a
good day's work with pick and shovel is workh a whole year of idle L
conjecture, The opportunities sare there and it is up to M.C.G.
members to reach out and grasp them in 1965.

Following the excellent C.R.G. weekend course in Spelaeology
at keele Universlty lasst Novembser, there have been murmurings of scle
prospective geologlesl examination of our Mendlp cavesy particularly “:)
of the Longwood/August system. There are many gaps in our know- Rl
ledge of Karst morphology and it would be of tremendous value %o
Spelaeology as a whole to produce some worthwhile work in this fleld,

Those who consider that cave sciences are beyond them
woudl do well to indulge in some careful reading of articles and
books in the Group Library, paging speclal attention to "British
Caving', A survey of Browne's Holedhas been started and we
“look to those with a yen for this type of work to ensure the success of
the project, - '

In order to co-ordinate and publicise these extra—caving
actlvitlies ag soon as possible, members wlshing to oFganise or take
part in thes foregoing actlvities shoudl contact the fget Secresary
at the earliszst opportunity. Before vlunging into the list of
meets , the Mest tecretary again asks for all members #nd guests
to give notlce of their intention to attend any of the meets as
arranged. Thig plaintive request 1s usually dlsregarded and thls ,
disregard has often led to much last-minute actlvity and re~arrange- ’i)
ment, . :

Many ceving trips enatll obtaining permission to allow
a certain number into a cave, finding one or more leaders and
gorting out the necessary transport. Please make an effeort
‘this year to gilve at least two keeks! notice of meet attendances,




: MAY

[ et
Tigth

JUNE
26YR7th,

JULY
10/18th

9 } HLeh
.\ 12th '
. 13th
. 14th

E 16ht
. 17th

NOTE — (P) means that you:MUST have a permlt to visit this cava.

Sat. Stoke Lang Slocker, Stoke 8t. Mighael.

‘Sun. Pluckmaor Cwallet idlgging) - (P)

G-ug:":,’-pf?q e le Jﬁ_"‘ zaineg)
LA AN AL i 32 G -ne \, “"{'_')*.‘3“"‘.‘ g .

POUTH WALTD, Fenwlil.

Weekerd staying =t the excellent H.Q. of the S,Wales

Caving CGlub.  No firer arrangements fo caving trips

have yet Lsen nade. Cholce lies between Ogof Ffynnon
Ddu, Pwlll Pant Mewr, Dan yr Ogof, Pwll Ddu, Cwm Dwy |
and Tunnel Cave. a : i

Novice snd experienced cavers catered for., Any one

wishing ot include Friday in the weekend please let
Meet Se.retary know Ammediately.

Sat, Longwood Swallet/Auigust Hole. (P

Sun, G.B.Cave. ) (P
Blackmoor Swallet (digging) (P
Gooperts Hole (digging

MENDIP WEEK. Speleo-(Club des Montagnes Neuchatellolses
our hosts in Switzerlend for the last two years are
coming to Mendip for a week fo Caving and general
touring., Seceral experlenced members are needed

to assist in caving trips and generally acting as hosts
shove groung. Vialts to show caves will be included.
The Programme to be suggested to our guests wlll be as
follows — - -
Arrivel of Swiss party at Dover and travel to Mendlp via
Salisbury. ‘ ' o : '

@.B.Cave and/or Swildon's Hole.s

Touring.

Longwood8wallet/ August Hole

15th Tourlng

8t Cuthbertts Hblé.'Iif}bossible),Noshrand'boozemup
Departure: of Swiss party. . - ( in evening.

Angone who, thinks he or she can stand up %o the pace

of what may be a memorable week ghould notify the Meet
Secretary at once. b

t

ask the Becretary in good time, -
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JULY ~ contd.

31st /Aug. let. SOUTH WALES. Vielts to Ogof Agen Allwedd, Brynmuwr.

AUGUST

Probably staying at ths new Chelsea Speleo Club
H,Q.; otherwlse camping. X
NOTE 8peclal permits are requlred for this cave

-

and participante must give at least ONE MONTH'S NOTICI

Trips will be arranged to the Cliffs of Dover anhd
Sunmertime Series.

'21st to SEPT 5th. YORKSHIRE. Following the Keele University

SEPTEMBER
25 /26th

OCTOBER
9/10th

23/24%h

NOVEMBER
13/14ht

27/28th

Weeckend course, suggestlons have been recelved ‘ii)
for o protracted visit to Yorkshire, The choice of
caves snd potholes 1s tmmense, but but efforis
will be made to visit:i-
Lancaster Hole/Geping Ghyll ( Bar Pot or
Disappointment route) ' .
‘Lost John's gystenm
Simpson's Pot
i NOtt‘S Pot,. .
A .pleasant diversion may be # short visit to the
nearby Lake District.

‘Begilnners will be speclally catbered for with easy trips

to start with.

Bome careful arrangements are called for and members
wishing to attend shoudl submit thelr names to the
Meet Seorebary as eoon ag possible.

London Cave Rescus Organisatlon rescue practice ::)
weekend. Wenue undecided so far. G .

8at,. St Cuthberf!s Swallet (subject %o confirmation)

Sun. Blackmoor Swallet(d;gﬁingg {?) .

Cooperts Hole

Sat. Gottagé'work‘and Annual Dinner preceded by Half--
Yearly General Meeting.
gun, Cottage work only.

Sat,Cow Hole andjor Quckoo Cleeves Cave.
Sun. Blackmoor Swallet (digging) (P

Gooper's Hole " ‘
9at, Coral Cave and Loxton Cave(subject to conflrmation,
Sun. Cooper's Hole {digging)
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DEGEMBER

11/12th  8at, Caving trip as yet undecided,
Sun, Cooper's Hole (dlgging)

Ang offere to lead or take part in one or more of the
foregoing mests will be much appreciated; immediately
please.

The amount of dlgging meets may seem to lie thinly on
the groung, but in practice digglng sesslons will be
Tfar more numerous

The Mest Secretary would like to hear from anyone wisghing
to take on the direction of any dig { mamely -~ Cooper's Hole,
Knaphill Swallet or Hunting Lodge Swallet) or who wishes %o
conduct any form of spelaeclogical work ( photography, surveying or
geological work), o .

1965 has barely begun. All members and guests of the Mendip

gaving Group are invited %o take an active part in the Meet
rogramme and in the numerous, so far unscheduled, activitles
to make thls year one of great success. ~

Anthony J.Xnlbbs,
Hon, Meet Secretary.
2, ﬁectory Lane,
BYFLEET, SBurrey.






