MERDIP CAVING GROUP,

BEWSLHTTHRE NO. 392, APRIL 1965,
Annual Genoral lMeeting,

This ws= held at th. cottage on “aturday, 27th.
March. Hixteen full membrrs. +tvo probationary members and
three gueats were present and the Chairmsn w.s don Hogston.
Aftor the wminutes of the la it Goneral He-ting had been
arproved. members of the committaze guve thelr reports for
the previous six wmonths.
froasurer's Peport. (I.0.)

By the 72nd. March 1965, £355.I0 7. had been
spent on the cottage, the greatest item being £I59. for
Gtimber and hardboard. This leavas. us witn only £24. 12, ¢
in the Xitty — not nearly enough to complete even the
essentials in the cottage. Toans totalling £33. arc due to
be repaid by I1970.

: Income frowm cotteage fees has naturally been low
thle year (£2I, I2. 0. comparcd with £69. 2. 6. in 1663/4.),
but during the cowing year it should be much greater,
fent, coke and slectricity have accounted for over £30.

On the 22ad, kareh the grneral fund stoofd at &50. 14, 0.

Segrotery!s Report. (B.K.)

Hembership romains nuch the sane: fifty—-six
neodle are at present members znd Pedro stresscd the need
for encouraging newcomers 40 join the Group. He also

‘mentioned increasing “political™ actividty in the cavin

world, which explains the greater smount which the Group
is now spending on subscrintions to caving organisations.
Membership of the Chartsrhouse Caving Committce has

proved advantageous in taat ve ars inoa position to iscue
permits and gain easy access to caven on Bristol waterworks
Property. A gate for Longwood has been constructed by

Pat, and this was fitted during the A.G.M. “eckend., We ar
also & wu mbsr elub of the Council of Southern Caving Groups.
Hzet Fecretary's Report. (A.X.)

Laeck of active cavers in the club was again
brought to our notice, although this may be attridbuted to
the building of the cottage. A meat programm: has beun
procuced; wiich enables one to plan ahesd for =ome montins,
Will peonls wishing to atbond -ny ment nlease toll Mig
in plenty of times cepzcially in the case of an away
voelenn? Anyone intending to come o Hendip wavn tie
Svlas groun are here, or who wish to 20 to Yorkshirs in
tos ruamer, chould let Mig know imsediately. It ia to be




hoped thnt the conming year »1ll sse an incrsase in tho
aunount of cuoving by tho w.7.G.

Cottags Wardrn's Ropord. (&.%.)

YWork on the cottags has been done by relatively
for people, and much atill renainsg to be done: The third
dormitory has not yot been started. and very kittle painting

hag boen complet d. In ansver to a cuestion, Pat said that
2t least £50 — £60 ia recuired to finish these jobs. An

agually eesential recuirement is a8 willing and recgular
labour force. A vote of thanks was made to Pat for all his

way's,

Tacklemaster's Report. (P.I.)

Ytocks of tackle remain the same as at th.
T.¥Y,G.M, =nd 1little tackle has been used during the past
=ix months. Thure is & sumnly of carbids lamps for purchase
an? it is proposed that =2:¢ new helmets, provided with
onc form of lighting, should be acculred for loan ©o
novices and new woabers. Bulk carbide vill be bought if
there is aufficient demand for it.
itor's Keport. (A.C.)

Arthur =2id that he had managed to produce a
rnewgletter for slmost every month since hie was co-opied as
“ditor, following the unfortunate death of Barrie Ottewill.
The novsletter is at pro=cnt sent out to 56 members and
as some of these people no longer show an active. interest
in the. Group it was suggosted that ths meiling list should
he revieasd., rPedro agreed to look intn the whole rucstion of
menbarship.

Decordar's Feport, (H.X.)

As Simon was unable to be present, Pcdro gave the
renort. As soon as suiteblce sccommodation for it can bs
transported to Mendip, the library will be transfcrrsd:; a
suggeation was made that the card index be available on
thursday cvenings.

Bluetions.

fiew officers were elected for the positions of
Araagurcr, ditor, and Auditors. The results arc as follows:

Ireasurecr. Tony Fitzgibbon defeated Robbi. Charnock
mditor Joen Robinson
Auditors John Barkesr

Tan TLeakes




Awscnduents $n ths C

Pedro aﬂd Hig \Xprusch concern over the cucstion
of the nunbor of people in & caving parby. It was felb that
people ceving singly or in twos should not do so under the
club's name., After some discussion the follow1 ng new rule
proposed by John Barker was agrced to by the recuisite
majority.,

Add to Part II (Caving) new rule 9:
"Every caving party nust have an exporienced leader
and an experienced end man,"
The Sacretary is to formulate proposals for a major
revision of the Constitution and Rules for the H.Y.G.M.

pitution &

Hules for the use of the Cottage.

A propossl to ¢gtablish these rules was made Dby
¥Mig. in COHJHICthW with Pete Goddard. They were accented
in principle by th: members present and are to be draftead

by the committee fhr 81l 10 8¢G....c....808 heed,

Any Othoi Business
i nusber Lf ¢ople and organisations have encuired
about ®h: possibility of M.C.G. members giving lecturcs
O CaVIng, 92T S0me 38DE ¢t of caving. Arthur Cox seid that
he is prepared $o hslp in this respect, and asked for
the loan of any transpvarcnciss. Duplicates will be made
for lecturc purposcs if the transparencics are good cnouga.

the A.G.h, endod around & p.m.

CORGRATULATIONS

to Tan Iweaske, viho bhecame
i February.
%o Charlic Brown, who was married in March to Susan. They
arc no» living at 82, ﬁoxeth Green Avenue, South Haryow,
Miagd l.” ©X.

C'"IAlTG ")1‘ ADDRLES

xngaged o Jennifer Taylor

@
OQ

Robert ”capl;m nas moved to 3, Park Hill, Healing,
is neither dead, nor has he dlsaw‘earc i hin
may have beun rwaoured,

GEHBIRUHIP. SUBSCRIPTIONS.

D_:

Tha Secretary has dursued a number of recalcitrant
sub-payers, som: of whom have responded with cash.. Have
you "forgotten® to pay YOUR subs?




CATTAGE.

DRATES AT §

=L,

The Council surveyor has recuested that the
soslk-awey »it &t ths cnt“”ﬂ should be moved furthur awey
frow the building, =nd a “drappad DulWy insteiled. The
drains tronch must be left opsn foxr inspection.

INSURANCE OF TH: COTTAGE.

The CObbagp ig not yet insured against fire ox
burglary risk. Fegotiations have besen going on for soms
time but ere not complets, and in the mean time ucubers

urgad to b especially carclful.

PilG ACCOMMODATION.

Sufficicnt seperate sleeping (uarters for mon
and women arc novw »rovided in the cottage, and wmust be used
s esuch. The living-roox should nnt be utiliscd for
gl2ening in.

OGOF FFYANO® DU,

Thu Group has nominatsd Tony inibbes and Pete
¥ont to be lsadoerys for C.F,.D.
LCOLOGTISE,

" Speleologist! magezins 1s in dire financisl
straite, and in an attempt to boost seslces, coplos of
forthenuing issuss will b aveilable from Pedro., This
scome a cause wortay of your support.

SASTLR TG65H.,
A b_uct improvionment in numbers predent on Mendip
cvitnt during the Fastor poriod, when 27 people

2

e,

appearced a2t th:s cottage. As well as caving trips to Swildons,

Goatchurch and Tod's Pot, two digging projects were
restartad,. Partics vore at work dovn BTGC kmoor and at Knapp
TFill, and digging continu:zd at Cooper's Hole. Al are
promising, (noerhaps some mors than othur°9')9 and well
worthy of continucd interest and enthusiasm.

The results of ths Gra“ﬂ “hield Stamp colﬁbctlon
wors: put o good usc at ”astsr; Six sauccpans, tarcc
frying-pans, an cgg-noacher and two wall-tinopeners have
been obtainzd.

Two daye out of th. four were spent on cotlage
works a nov sa0k-away it was constructcd, and interior
inbs such as painting end Carnrntﬁry were continued. Othsr
reeont work includes theo b(gu“nlnﬂ of a crazy-paving (viry
crzzy, 4id T hear you say?) to the front door, and ceiling
paintwork,




500ft. DIFP.....AND RUYILTL GOIHG.

'Balinka Pit, 19649, an account of S.¥.CL.'s
cxploration of & 500ft. decp shaft in Yugoslavia, is the
subjeet of C.R.G.'s southern arca meeting at Hereford on
Saturday, May 8th. Thc mceting starts at 5.30 p.m. in the
mein Greenland Hall of the Y.M.C.A, St. Owen's Street,
Hereford. A : ‘ - S
If time permits two further brief talks; ‘

“Th: gllocation of closure crrors in surveying” by G. Stevens
and "Introduction to Resistivity Surveying" by J.D. wilcock
will be given. ' -

The trips arranged for Sunday, May 9th. include:
Agen Allwedd, caves in the Clydach arca., a surface field trip
to the Clydach Gorge arca (sxposure of the complcte local
Namurisn and Avonian succession on thc north rim of the
South Walcs Coalfield syncline) and, if there is sufficicat
support, a coach trip through the Wye Valley.

Furthcr details including accommodation (no camping)
and the dinner on Saturday. from the Sceretary.
DAMB ILUWTR, '

Turner's Grotto, 30ft. above Valcntine's Shelf in
Temb Toer is now fitted with an cndless cable %0 which
ladders may be elipped. The MNRC ncwsletter says: "Providing
c¢nough tension is given to the ceble, o person cen climb the
ladder in safety: Cavers arc warncd against using the cable,
itsclf. as a mcans of transportation.

UNUSUAL CAV.S.

~ The I964 journal of thc Axbridge Caving Group
discusses, among other subicts, the relatively unusual
formation of caves in Jurassic limestone of the north west
Wiltshirce / cast Somcrsct border. Host arc small, but ong,
Gorton's Rift atl Bradford-on-Avon, is mOITE than 90ft. dcep.

The suthor of the article on the Jurassic Caves, J.H.

Tucker, also discusscs in somu dctail the discoverics in
Banwell Bone Cave. The Axbridge journal is in our library.

CAVE RIUSCARCH GROUP.

Members are renminded that they may join C.R.G. By
gaining individual membership mombers are cntitled to reccive
nublications and to borrow from the library.

PENGILLY MEMBERSHIP UP 50%

At the annusal meeting of the Association of the
Pengully Cave Rescarch Centre, Mike Rennic ruported an incroase




in membership of I00 compared with I963. There are now
324 nmombers. The Association recuirecs offers of hoelp to
build at Buckfastlcighs if you arc intercsted tell R.T.
Thompson, 11, Sandford Road, Bronicy? Kent. An anonymous
2ift of £i000 has holped thelr building fund.

CLORTARY CHEAP AT BALF TEE PRICEH.

The following notice has beun reccived from Pedro:

# A Jook at the annual accounts will roveal
that the scurrilous alligation by one auditor, Jamcs Gibb,
that the Seerctary's .xpenscs for 1964/5 werc double tho
provious year, was cuite untruc. In fact The Seerutary's -
sxpunscs dcercascd by 50% This change of position dus not \:)
alter the Suer.tary's statument that he had twice as
auch work to.do during I964/5 .comparcd with the previous
yuar - _ . -
" Issuud by the Hoerotary without consultation with
GOYFONC. Ho 7 Cotie ' '

WD PROGRARNN .

May 8th./9th. Sat. Stoke Lanc Slockor.
Sun. Digging at Cave of Your Chéicc.

May 22nd./23rd. Ponwllt, South Walis. |
Accommodation at the S.w.C.C. Headeuartors
Choicc of caving tips lics butweun O.F.D.,
Pant lMawr, Dan yr Ogof, Pwll Dwin, Cwm
Dwr and Tunn<l Cave.

GROUP OFFICIRRA.

Sger.tary: Brian Moo, I2. Cranbournc Drive, Pinncr, HMiddx. _
Treasurcr: Tony Fitzgibbon, 265,Dastcot. Ed., Ruislip, Middx f)
Feot Sses Tony Knibbs, 2, Dectory ianc, Byfloct, Surrey. -
Editor: Joan Robinson: 4, Cromwcll Rd., Penyworn,Noath, Glam.
Cottage Warden: Pat Walsh, 18, Oxford Rd. Horth, Chiswick, W.4.
Taekloumast.r: Pote Funt, The Cedars, Upper Butts, Bruntford,

' o ' ' Hiddzx.
Tocorder: Simon Enight, 40, Garrard Rd.. Banst.zd, Surrey.

I should by gratceful if all articlos for the newslottur
could b. =unt to m. at th. above addruss.
(J.C.R.)

For LAT: NEWS, scc over.




The following points we re raised at a committee meeting held on
Monday, 26th. April.

COTTAGE,

J The committee will back the Cottage-wardens efforts to enforce
‘ a measure of discipline at the cottage; the third room, when built,
may be used by couples, especially those with childrens

COTTAGE WARMING PARTY.

The committee is to ask Simon and Pete Goddard to look into
posslibilities.

MEMBERSHIP. :

Robert Templeman and Arthur Spain were made Assoclate Members.






