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KENDI C..VING GRCUP

NE“SLETTER NO, 43 ; nARCH 1966
SN UL GuoRGL BoaTT G~ 26th. warch, 966

The mectiag wan ope.aed: nortly after 4,00 p.m,.,
with Tiobbie Charnocs as vhairman. Thirty-four peoplé zere

present, of vhow 16 were full mewbers, 5 probationary

menbers, aad 13 cuests aad prospective members., he miaubes
had been .eirculated previoucly in evsletter do. 32, and
were taken as read,

© Becretary's Report (Briosa Lcc)

-~

Membership of the Group is now Lb, eight being
probationary members. as the origiaal planaiag germission
for the Cottage as ouly for < pcriod of two years, we nust
re—~apply in Jfune. “ermission hns not yet been formallJ
granted for our dig a3t Blacxmoor; it nust be well- ~feaced to
comply with Bristol aterorke requirements. (This was in
fact carried out on. uandny, 27th. - 3d.) . ‘
Treasurer's_Report (ZTony Fitzgibbon) g -

Balancec sheets «erc clrculdten/to 21l members, Unash

“in hind on 10th, karch, 1966 was £121270, 1%, but.it as

pointed out that there will be a number of large itcems of
expcnditure in the near future. .s at 10th. :arcli, the cash
in hand in the C.P.F., was 223. 17. 2. The Group &til1l owes
240 to members under the Loan Scheme., Toay sanounced the
Committec's deeision thet the Cottane urcuise iund be
wound up,  ana a Land *urchase Mund set -up. 0 oipeiditure
#ill take place from this fund until such time that we buy
a permanent site for the Cottage. The fund will be kept in
g deposit account in the bank %as #11l aay amount over <50
in the CGencrazl und) and all interest will go into the I, 2. 7.
Pete raunnt asked how the L,P,P, will be accunulated,
to which Tony replied thnt the Thurcday collections and
any othcr donations will be put iato the fund. ,
: kalcom sald that he apuroved of this, ond asked if a
percentage of cottage fecs could bo channellced into the
.2, ¥, There was considerable discussion on this point,
and cventually it was decidec that the matter should be
brought v;: ot the next L.Y.G.w. Meanvhile the Committee will
transfer sums from the G.F. as and when available,
lialcom also asked if ; as in the case of = lCﬂuC,
we are requ1roa to leave the Jottnge behind when we vacate
our presedt site, answer:— No.-
suditors' 40port L glVLJ by Robble bharnock)
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keet Secretary's Report (Tony inibbs)

) 4 Meet ‘rogramuc wos produced at the beginning of this
T year. ap.roximately 10 people have booked to go to Co. Clare
on the Group's Summer .cet; ete Goddard is now in charge of
the ~rrangcments as .dg aad “zuline are unable to go. ©b- wf
sults and 22 Hife Colls hinve besa bousht ond resold to :
mempers without profit. 1t is hoped to order snother bateh of
Wifce Cells loter in the year,

Editor's Repori (Josn Robinsou;

Newglettcrs hove been brought out regularly during the

past year. rembers orc boginning to help the Hditor by

writing articles, nnd it 1le to be hoped that this trend will
continuc, The mailing list hos incrcascd substuntinlly and we
send our publications to a nuuber of other clubs., The Journal

is now at the typing stage and should be ready shortly; vhen

it gets to the final stages help will be required in assembling,

The Group isc now o member of the ~urvey Schenic, and

surveys may be obtained from the iditor. The Club iu to buy

525 worth of surveying equipment in the near future. kalcom
said he was worried about dpending. so muclh out of the G.F.

but Jonn ex lained that some of it will be met from prorit

madc on surveys. In reply to another qucestion, Mig and Joan
replicd that the Group intends to begin o survey project in

the ncar futurec, N

Tacklcmaster's Report {’cte Goddard,

The Group's stock of tockie was re.orted ss follows:-—

Blcctron 127 gpacing - 310 feet
1 10 el i 230 i

Lifeline, Ulstron - HBO fect
o Nylon - 6DO

wWe hope to graduclly replacce the old 2 ladder with
new 107 ladder. ‘

like Brace asked if “cte thought Ulstron ropc was the
best type for use in caves. Pete reslied that there is mmieh
argument over this point, but under the conditions to which
we subject our ropes it is quite satisfactory. Cne must be
extremely carcful when using carbidc lamps as Ulstron melbs
very casily, )
Recorder's Report_(Read by Pedro)

Simon Xnight apologised for his abscnce, and cipressed
strongly his hopes for speedy conmpletion of the librery
cupboard in tue Cottage, in order that the library can be

“brought to Mcndip and made more easily available to members,
Cottage wWorden's Report (Pat VWalsh)

The Cotteage is now paying Tor itself, and is even
beginning to make a profit. Becsuse of the large bookings
which occur for some weckends, the Committee has drafted a
Bed-booking Scheme (Details elsewhere in this newsletter). ALl
beds were numbered during the 4.G.E, weekend., dMore cupboards
are to be buillt, but uantil they have actually been constructed
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they will.pot be ineluded in the booking scheme. In answer 1o
~ guestion from Pete hunt, Pat said that the old rule, that
members have the right to ask non-members to vacate beds if
necessary, will no longer apply

work will bhegin on the porch immediately after Laster,
and the whole job is expected to cost about £25. Pat appealed
for help to build the porch. kilke Brace asked if the porch
would be heated in arder to dry caving gear, Answer:- Mo.

A cess-pit.will be started in the summer so planning
permission must be obtained shortly. (much reference to :
stinging nettles was-made at this point in thelproceedings.)

T+ has been decided that in the interest of people ’
using the Cottage, there is to be no smoking ia bed, a.ad
card-playing must be confined to the second table, so that
the bigger table can be left free for eating purposes,

in reply to a guestion from Joan, Pat eventually
agreed that the library should be built before the cess-pit
is begun. B '

Constitution and Rules,

i draft Constitytion aud Rules prepared by tne
Committee was put before the meeting for approval, The
fellowing points were dliccussed:- P
Para. 3 (e} "kembers' wives, Oa payweat of the associate
membership fee, the wives of full pmeubers may have the slatus
of members at the cottage., They may not vote or stand for
election to the committee’ - This aew membershipy class was
oroposed by Geoff Davies, and was passed unanlmously.

Para., 6 ' Lembers joiniag after June ZUth. in aay year will
pay subscriptions pro rata'.

Para. 10 (£) ™. member may noi hold wore than 210 of .Group
funds in the form of casgh For more thaia 7 Gays'.

Para, 18 (b} 4 proposal by ralcom that “(other than candles;’
be deleted was defeated, . - ‘

Jith the above ammenduienty tie dralt Constitution
and Rules, proposed by ‘earo, I8 passed uaaninously.
fny Other Busiaess. e :

Walcon Cotter suggested that members might like to
compete for a 'wigging Trophy' ia the form of a pewler mug,
which he is prepareG to donate. Suggestions were made that
1t ghould he awarded on aa hourly basis, Further details may
be obtained from malcowm who will be draftiag a set of rules,

 Arthur Cox proposed a vote of thanks,
Llections

T TThe 4965/1%66 Committee was returaed Vnapposcd.
" Jamee Gibb and Robbie Charnock were elected as Hon.
fAuditors. : '

ATIUAL DIN'ER, 26th. larch .
Sixty-two people, looking almost unrecognisable in




their posh togs, turncd up at tie Cave .an Restaurant on .
Jaturday  eveaing. Geaeral opianion is that it a8 a most
enjoyable event ané e were fortunste 1a haviang adngst our
guests Mir. and krs. Youag from Lover Farm (Loagwood). Lig
proposed a toast te tie Guests, which was suitably replied
to by ..en Dawe, The evening livened up tosards the ead and a
nuber of our guests returuce to the Cottage for coffee.

CIUB JES, o

0.F.D, Leader, The South .ales Caviag Club has accepted Yete
Goddard as an O.F.0. leacer for the L.,C,G,, ia place of ’ete
Munt who has reliaguished his leacerghip,

Eirc 1966, Our bookings are no.. coafirmed by British Rail
_and the cost of transport across the Irigh Sea will amount
to £7. 0., 0. per person. This does not include the cost of
petrol and Guiness cte. The mouney MUST Bl PalD TO PRTE
GODLARD BY M.Y 1s%. -

Bed-booking Scheme, -Lue to pressure of aunbers wishing to
sleep 3t theé Cottage on some weexzends, @ bet-bookiag scheme
is to be operated ss from 1st. .pril, 1966, A bed may be
reserved by writiag ones namie in a book vhileh will rewain
at the Cottage, or by acking any other mewber to do so,
Bookiags may algd be made on Thursady eveniags via Pat. This
neans that bookings reciceved by post must reach Pat by the
Thursday previous to the wec:iend Tor which beds are required.
Cancellations will be recievew up to 9.00 p.m. on Thursday;
if a cancellation ig not made by thig time, cottage fees
mist be paid. This scheme means thoat all mottresses and
inflated airbeds lcft at the Cottage become part of the
Cottage fittings aad cannot be claimec by iandividusls.
Fembers mist therefore take sirbeds and mattrecses(which
belong to them)home if they do aot wish them to be used by
other pecovle. <hen sufficient food cupbourds arc bullt they
will be bockable with the bhede and will bc nuimberew accoru-
ingly. ;

_Tackle. 100" of Ulgtroa rope is missing from the Cottage.
CThis is an erpeasive itew, aund aayone who knows its wiereabouts
should get in touch with the ‘‘acklemaster. itmedliztely.
The Club has urchased six helmets with =djustable
headbands,., This brings the total number of Club helmets to 10.
One of our ladders has recently suffered a broken
rung, due to its being belayed over a brojecting flake of
TOCK aesvaerns

Fungi and Algae - No! e haven't got them in the Cottagel but
Robbie Charnock would be interesteo to hiear of aay occurrences
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of fungi or-algae which occur in caves, A description of
the organism, and of ites environment, would be appreciated.
Get in touch with Robbie at ThursGay eveaing ueetligs (at
the Royal Oak, Brentford; or at 128 Caveauilsh Avenue,
Baling, 7. 13

Novice and Inexperienced Cavers.

Tt has been brought to the notice of the
Cormittee that novice andé inexpericnced Covers have been %
taken on Gifficult cuve trioss under wet conditions. There
have been a couple of cases of near—exaustion, and this
state of affairs mst be remedied without c¢elay. Especially

~wWhere wolern cavers are lavolved the first signs of exaust-~

jon must be watched for very carefully, Also, wet-suited,
experienced members may tend to forget the adverse effects
on physical ability and morale that cold, wet conditions
ean produce, It -does nothing to improve the confidence of

a novice caver when he or she has t0 be hauled up a ladder
piteh by the lifeline or manhandled through the last part
of a caving trip. Iew members o0a a caving party must be
told that they should ask to return to the surface when
#neoy know that they are beginning to feel exausted, and the

leader must base the length and nature of the trip on the

weakest member of his party. On no account. should a party
solit up so that groups of less than three (but prefer-
ably four) people are formed. It should be pointed out
that altioush the eantrance piteh of Longwood/August is
ceasy for tlhwse who have rushed up and Gown it many times,
it ecan be tricky for novice cavers especinlly when tired.

, J.C.R.
PRIVROSE POT ATTEEPT.

One wight, in the Queen Victoria, three of us '
decided we were small eaough to attemprs a descent of
Primrose - a Geeision which turned out to be guite unjust-
ified. The friends who accompanied me were John Evans and
Alan ilcks, :
The weekenG we chose “as particularly. bad, since
rhe weather coaditions had turned the. usually dry cave,
into a somewhat wet-one. Also one member, John Evans, was
regovering from 'y and I myself did not have adequate
clothing. Mot to be beaten, we set out with 200' of ladder
and 200" of raove. :

16 peached the catrance of the cave, and conme
across some other cavers who were just coming out. They
agsured us "It be wet down thur today'l. : ‘

_ Thus encouraged, we could think of né excuses -
for backing out, and decided to go dovns The first part of
the cave was quite easy, but after a while we came to a
rift, ¢Gown which we climbed to a small squeeze called,



cuite rightly, Hallelujah Hole, Once e got through this, e
wore on to the traverse. This is a flat narrow rift which

e had to cross. Havingicrossed the traverse we reached the
Srinrose Patlh, which is-anything but easy. It is o very tight
tortucus passage, ceading in a small cihianber which is the
entrarce to Primrose Jot. ‘

T had heard that “rimrose 20t hod a tight entrance,
but Gid not Qevﬂﬁvc it until I tried to get through it
my.cEf e decidced thalh I, being the cmallest, should go
cdowm firat aasd laddcr the first part of the pitch wirtich
vas 30" to a ledge. I pushed mysecelf down into the hole,
through which 2 omall stream also happened to be ruaning,
only to find that my ghoulders would not go, through, try us
I might. By this time I was completcly soaked aua cold, and
Gecided that perhaps someoune else ghould try. alan Ticks -
25 next. He appears to be larger than mysclf, but abparently
hz is not, since after a lot of pushing and sguevzing, and
much to his surprise, he disapoeared througn the hole
aadé Pémmad himself sitting on an iron bar over thoe pitcli.

At thisg point we were awl so wet, cold and hungry that we
decidied to abandon thic attenpt.

' After John and ‘I hod pulled nlan out of tho

, we s~t dovn and ate two ting of sordines in tomato
& betuecn us., e slowly made our way out; bravely

iding to make another atteupt at a more propitious

3, a6 we wended our way back to the gueen Victoria.

Tony lﬂcola

- . r oy galnn in the Ootta a fow weelk-—
ends ago chout & \cy"qf surprised me by th uumbcr of
people who exp;am:ao latrest — buts claimed ihey lacked
Tinancial Lq tecnnical rosources to pursue the subjeet.

‘ i imen the matter some thought 1 consider
we could well underiscke o GROUP JVROJECT incorporating a
high percentage of survey work, The effort would invelve
an iuvestigation of & chosen porilion of wendlpy zerst, An
area which apscals to me from a number of viewpolnts is
BURRLKGLG The project i its nwoest ambitious form would
comnrise 1) Surface ouivoy 2) Undcrground Survey, #
Genlogical SUPVO“F ) keasurcncat of water flow at sioks
end risings, 5) Photograghy, 6) History, 7 Conclusions.
Two Aspects — From the k,C.G. viewpolat, I tihink we should
consider it from two standpoints, the sciontific and
finonciol. LE wo uld make a thorougn investigztion aos
cutlined above it woula constitute a very uscful Harstic
Stud:)ro ’ h ’ 7

Cigcu

W)

4 projeet of this kind, if carefully produced
and printed, wéuld cover the costs to the 1.C.G. - (not
to individual menbers, of course). S

The project would need a consideroble amount of

—
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. planning ond co-ordination, so we would have to set up

a team struecturec; there could be na over—all Director of
Operations, and each of the sections outlined above
would have its own 'Sub-Director'. In addition we would
need an Instrument Lceper and Inspector, a Report Pres-
entation kanager, and o Final “ublication kanagcra

45 Tar as ficlédwork is concerned each individual
portion, such as o wurvey or Rod's Pot, for example,
would have shared copyrighi between the small working team
and the ,C.G. project as a whole so that if o menber
wisheo to make any futuru reference to the work he has
done, he may do so freely. The whole eXcercise would have
to be timed in phases for smooth operation.

The above is within our grasp provided that a
high proportion of ®.C.G. members are intercsted. The
main aspect would be a team onec, but with full credilt to

- all individuals concerncd,

Malcom Cotier.

H

PROGRESS. 0T BLACKMOOR ~ PART 1. \

4 wheelbarrow has becn conated by Pete hunt to aild
in the rcmovsl of spoil from the top of the cxeavation,
and a choin-link fencc was errected around the shaft on
27th. March., - ' _
Sundny, 26th. February. It was apporent that entry could
be made to the chamber and scveral people took the opportunity
to go down, ‘hén Pete Goddard told me that the stream
was running at the bottom I could not resist the tempt-
ation to go down mysclf - my first underground trip since
T have been back in the U.h, what came 1nto view at the
bottom held me spellbound for at leost 10 ming.; a falrly
lorge stream ran along the lowest passage before plungling
dovwn the 7' of .excavated shaft. There was no back-up of
wnter which disapveared directly through a mass of clean~
washed rocks at the bottom, I had the impression that only
about half the water sinking outsidc actually passed
through our part of the cave.

’

Malcom GCotter.

PROGRESS AT BLACKROOR - FART 11,

The rapic removal of debris from the ghaft hos
recently brought about problems of diminishing storage
arca on the surface,.Our first job was to pursuc the
solution of this problem by completing modifications to
the jib and anchor points of the hoist rig, This was to
enable a wheelbarrow to be positioned below the skip. A
suitable trench had to be cut through the old spoil heap
through which the wheclbarrow could be run out to the
cGge of a nearby depression. The unfortunatc combination
of thunder, {lightening, rain and hail cast over our

i




labours an atmosphere of “estern Troant, 1916” Degpite
Gistractions, thce problem of debris rcemoval wa v;rtuhlly
gclved by Saturday evening. The last fow miQhLL° off day-
lipght were spent opening the way intou the already cuplored
chamber running in o northerly direction from the shaft
at -20"',
The very iateasive efforts made on Sundny, 26th
Fohruary, owed 1tg success, in oo nlean mcasuvc, to tnu
voluable anssictmce of .icn anstey and the Blackmoor ()
Caving Group, corbined with rcullv finc woatnhoer. The lobour
forcc numhered nbout 47 and ot winice the casual obrerver
would have gnrined the imgpression that here was an otteupt, ™ -
by o well-trained band of dcomeniced fiendg, to prove that
menr and machincs couvld. compoete on cguol tCTMn. For one
period of about an heur the loading nad railsing of the skip
vag outpocing the ronoval of spoill by the sheclbarrow.
Scvernl very large rocks wore hattcored to death as the chaft
deehened., One rock of imgrcesnoive proportions was eatrusted
to the hoist rig and took 11 men to raisc it. The theor-
etiznl ratlo of weight lifted to offort reguired is 2:1,.
Sosuming each mon was pulling about €0 - 4100 1lbs., on the
rope and allO!llg sone friction loocsces. the rock wag eotim-
ated to weigh about 14 cvt. ifothing broke/. The sum total
of debrip removed amounted to approximntely 250 .cu. f£t.
wpiwhiqg close on 5 tons, Th¢ shalft is now about 23' decp
(18" from the working 1cdg 52
2fith the rooyoaiﬂg of the kaowvmnt cdve, scveral
people madc gnort trips down to the lowest rift vhore a
strong streum was running, This may mccount for the
gearlier rcport of-a dulil, distont runbling souad beiag
heard when weather conditions werce rother similinr, Holos
and cavitics arc gtill very much in eviienco ou the
down-Aaip sides of tlic shaft and, at vac spot in perticular,
the wall 1o deedly undercut., Oace wo are able to walk
uprignt into thce chomber it might be vorthvhilce consider~
ing some alterntion to the puolicy of eleoring the full .
arcen of the shaft, Conditions found during the next two.
dlgﬂiww segslons will dictnte ony decision of this

natur The ncceasity for bhorluu and a rcduction in room
for hummer work would not be gladly welcomed,
' LOWTT DELAY - DIG TODAY!

Tony Inibbs

LIERARY Al LJDI”’"WH

Begvern Vallcoy Coving Club Nowslotter, Vol, 4 Wos,
h, are now in our 110rary. These newslettoers arc very
_m01b10us and yield 'ntcrcstipg ond frequently anusing
informntion, uu‘bclﬁljy Tor the ngUlu? visitor to kiendip
and ‘The Hunters', Poul Allicn produccs o wealth Of snippets

ané plenty of mud-slinging.

——
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A Cavg Called "Mendip'

- "le had lcarnt alot that wcdkend, avout n cave
called "Mendip’ somewhere near Bristol ulth a beuviléering
number of pitches, about anothcer somcwhere up north
czlled ‘Pennygint’, about a placc called "Hunters’ which

- was aplrarently a grout caving ccntre, about electric lamps

called "mnives” ..e.... obout wet-guits and ary-suits
{(why did anvone buy wet-giuts viten thoy could keep dry?
we wondercd) . ‘
Read this treatise on initiastion into the

delights of caving ia the Dxeter Univeralty Spcleological
Soclotj Mewaletter Vol, 2, Ho., 1, How in our library.

The two most recent issucs of the Flynouth
Caving Group Newsletter ond Journal ceoatnin a numbcr of
articles on mincs, aiadG desceriptiona of numicrous small
caves in the Scouth-west including lapps Cave, Ilfracombe
and Biekington Pot, 4 dotalled report of the Willism
Pengelly Cave Rescarch Centre 1966. Symposium, '"Living in
the dark", mokces worthwhilc reoéing to thosce of us who
were unablc to attend in persoil.

An extension to Swildon's Hole, Iorth "cst
Stream Passage, woas mentloned in tho nntloﬁﬂ] pres
(Doily Mail, 7th, karch, 1966) and described in dotail
in "The mend;g Caver'", M“rch, 1966, A rrwde 2 survey
using the some grid system as in Stanton's uurvey igs also
included in the lendip Cover's rceport. The new extension.
wos discoverct nnd surveyed by members of South ﬁest
Essex Technicnl College Coving Club. Apart from this
artiecle, ~nd some reviecws of old Somcrset litcrature,
the Morch issuc of this publicotion contains little
except anti S.V.C.C., propaganda,

"atudies in Spelcology', published by the

Associntion of the #Williom Pengelly Cave Ressarch Ccntre
(vol, 1, Parts 2 - 3) contoins the following nrticles:-
Zowalski, I, - Cave Studics in China Today.
Schmidt, V.. - Problcms of Cave Conscrvation in the UL 8.A,
Fronke, H.¥W, - The Theory Bchind Stolagmite Shapes.
Mason-willinoms, A. - The Growth of' Fungi in Caves in

Grent Britain, '

Watson, A ~ Observing the FWatural Behaviour of Bats in &
Flight. g

Sutecliffe, A.J. - Planning Englond's First Cave Studies o
Centre, LT

Fennie, M.i. - The Preocabatlon of o Cave Survey, ¢

Brothwell,D. - On the Accidental Discovery of Human Rcmalng

in Caves nind Rock-shelters.
Deraniyagela, P.E.P. - Bonmc Present Doy Problemns of Cave
Research in Ceylon,



Rilcy, H.D, - Caves and tho County Naturnlists Trusts.

" For those people intconding to take port in tie
sroposcd .C.G. surveying projcct, .ikce Rennie's article
coimcn at on opoortune moment., This dosue of "Btudies 1n
fuclceology? contoing a number of articles of intercst to
the general cwer as well os to the more gpecinliped
ronder. Tell vorth o couple of hourg rondlng LTLMmG.

g.5. R
CARE OF THE HIFE HG1130 Cov Lakb
Thil ol thoe exact npe oot condition of tho rocent

supoly of ¢~p lamps is unknown thore does cxist o st of
nointennnce instrustions wiileh chould be obscrved, The
N,C.B, cmplovs ¢ team of oxperts working uador rigidly
controlled condcitions Tor the nurpose of luamp mnintcenince.
The cover would do well 4o ensurc that hig cor lam. 1o
pegularly maintainced to the begt of his ability,

Charging ~ The NC113%C cap lamp should be charged ab 1.75
amps for & hours from n discharged states Thoe mokers
roeconmend o chorging voltope of 4.2 to 5.4 volts, & general
surpose 6 volt bottery chorger if s current of around 1.75
“hmps is ovailoble. Many such chinrgilag scts delivor 1.5 amps
and, using this charging currcat, tho chrrging time should
be cxtonded to 9 hours.. Trickle chinrging ot around 0.5 amp
in not rccommended and should only be uscd in cuergeney;
the time chould be extended to about 30 hours, If the lomp
is put out of regulnr use it should be given o chorge and
discharge eyele ot lcast oncc por month, ,
Blectrolyte ~ The battery contains an clecirolyte solution
of caustic wpotash (Pottassium hydrozidc - GCH} nnd is , as
the nome implics,. 2 strongly ceustic ollinling rolution,

any spilloge should be .ashed off clothilng or skin immed-
iately with clean water, Burno should be trented with =
weok acld sueihr ns vincgor (or Boric acid in theo case of
eye'contemination}. The clectrolyte muct not be contaminated
with lead battery accid or dumage may result, Jhen mixing
fresh clectrolyte, alwuys add the EOE crystais to the
distilled water whilst stirring gently. Jever add water to
%OH crystole or spurting +will rosult. -
Topping Up.~ The eclls chould be top ed up to % inch above
tThe plotes with distilled sotcr cvery fourth cycle of
chrrge and Gischorge, or before the liquid frolls below
plate lovel. Tho condition of the electrolyte may be
cheelked using o clean hydrometer - nat cne uhiich hos been
uscd for acid bhatterics. Thu specific gravity should be
betwcen 1.150 and 1.200 measurcd after o charge has been
given, If thc specific grevity falls below 1.150 the
eclectrolytc shoulé be rcncwed, Dump out the old liguid and
immodiatety roplocce with fressh liguid of 1.200 specific
gravity. The battery should then boe charged at 1.75 amps




for 16 hours before normal usage ls rosumed.
Headpicce - The headpiece is fitted with o 3,6 volt 1.0
amp main bulb ~nd a 4.0 volt 0.3 awp pilot bulb. Usc clean
nands to chaage a bulb te avoid damagilng the rcflector.
The reflector may be cleancd by wiping carefully with =
so0ft cloth — never clcan with metal polish or abrasive
matcrinl, Check occasionally for ingrcss of water., Dry out
headpiece and wipe contacts as necessary. or normal
caving use the special bezel locking serow should be
discarded,
Gencral - Every threc months, or more frcquently as
required, rcmove the battery cells from their rubber
jackets, elecan and éress with frceoech Cholk and. reassemble,
Check that -ccll vent washers and slecves are in good
condition and replacc as ncccasary. The cap lamps as
supplicd arc fitted with nylon ccll vents., These should, be
replaced by steel vents (Part Io. 67416 )} to minimise the
rigk of leckage undcer caving conditions. XKeep the cell-
tops eclean and dry. Renew fuses 08 NeCessary, first )
ascertaining the causc of a fuse failure - for cxample,
a short circuit due to drmagce to cable or battery lid.
cep -0ll contacts clean and bright using a light smear of
pure petroleunm jelly (vaseline)., Do not use abrasives
for cleening contacts, ' )

This cap lamp is not unbreakable or infallible,
Alvays coarry o spare maln bulb ond o fuse with you under-
ground., For spare parts contact thc Tacklemaster, Fete
Goddard, vho holds a spare parts list for the HC113C
gnp lamp. .

Tony Knibbs

MERET PROGRAMIE,
Faster, april 8th. - 11th, SOUTH JATLES.

4 comp site is to be arranged at Ystradfellte,
near the entrance to Porth Yr Ogof. In a2ddaition to a visit
to this cave, we hope to explorc a number of other caves
in the Hepste and Mellte valleys. For the lazler ones
anmongct us, there are amuple opportuaities for walling
amifist impressive river and moorland scenery - waterfalls’
gslcre! For further detalls, contact the K¥ect SBecretary.

Lpril 30th, /May 1st. - MENDIP: Swildon's Hole, Vicarags

Passage.

May 1Ltt./15th, - MONDIP: G.B.Cave (Saturday).

COMMITTER
dccretary - Brian Mee, 12 Cranbourne Drive, Pinner, Mdx,
Preasurer — Tony Fitzgibbon, 265 Eastcote Rd., Ruislip, Mdx.
Meet Secretary - Tony anibbs, 2 Rectory Lane, Byfleet. Surrey
Cottage Warden - Pat .alsh, 18 Oxford Rd. North, Chiswick.W.L,
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Tacklemaster — Pete Goddard, 11 Lebpnon Pk., Twickenham, Mdx.,

Rocorder — Simon Anight,-L40 Garrardé Rd., Banstead, Surrey.
Editor — Jonn Robhingod, 68 Cole Purk Rd,, Twickenh-m, hdx.

The hditor dpqloﬁﬁﬁcs most profuscly, mainly to horself,
for this uu.001uuq1V 1ong nowelcetter, Rest assured I
con't Allow such o thing to hmppen again — Oy two
typing fiigers arc worid GOV to tiny stumnmps.

Printed and published by J ¢, Robincon, 68 Cole quk Rond,
Twickcuhau, kiddx.
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