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' CILUB NEWS,

Eire People g01ng to Dlre w1th the. Glub should pay 47. 0. O
to Pete Goadard by the end of this month (Aprll)

Miembership. John Evans has become a probationary member, his
address is 16 Church Road, Hanwell, %.7.

The following pecple have been ac cepted as full members Derek
Allwood, Tony Ingold, Roy Townshend.

Bed Bookidg_Scheme. The last member to leave the Cottage at the

.end. of a weekend | should remove the carbon copy for the fOIIOW1ng

weeltend from the Bed-Booking-Book, They should either give it to
“at on the following Thursday evening, or post it so that he
receives it not later than Thursday morning. Pat's address is

18 Oxford Road North, Chiswick, London W.l4

Club 8lide Shows. Malcolm Cotter has offered to give some

~illustrated talks on caving sub;ecta,and has suggested the

following topics:~

1}. Blackmoor (including a ‘short ‘cine’ £ilm)

Caving in malaya, Part 1 - Caving areas and ;arst

_ Part 2 - The Caves.,

3). mendlp (1nc1ud1ng short cine fllm)

1), BSome French Caves.

5). Some Austrian Caves, .

The first talk will be on Thuraasy, 1°th vmay at the

'Royal Oak', Brentford; and will be repeated.on Saturday, 28th.
liay at the Cottage on hendip. Everyone welcome,

Change of Address. #alcolm and Horma Cotter have moved to:-
89 Greenland Crescent, Southall, kiddx, Tel. SOUthell 2166,

Mike and Chrigtine Rennie will be moving to thelr new address
(18 Brentham Way, Eellng, Loandon %.5) on 6th, liay, 1966,

Apology. The report in the karch issue of 'Club News' that
Pete munt has relinquished his O0.F.D. -leadership was incorrect.
¥e hope Pete will accept our apologies for this mistake:

0ld Tewsletters. If any members have the following issues of
the Group Newsletter, and are prepared to donate them to a
worthy cause, The kendi, Cave Registry (in conjunction with
Bristol Central Reference Library) is forming ‘a collection of
caving literature. Our Club intends sending a.full set of
newsletters, but some issues are out of prlnt.:ﬁlease send or
give the newsletters to me as soon as possible. so that I can

 forward them., The issues required are as.follows:-—




Series One: No.1 EFeb 1954), No.3 (may 1954}, ¥o.L (June 1954),
No.5 (Aug 4954), No. 6 (Oct 1954), No.7 (Mar 4955),
N0.10, Ho.,11, No.12 (May 1957), No.13 (Ju1y 1957),
No.1l4 (Aug 1957), Ho.17 (Wov 1958).

Series Two: No.1 (July: 1961) 0.2 (Aug 1961), Wo.9 (Mar 1962),
No.419 (Feb/lkar 1963).

Miscellaneous: Information Pamphlet No.2, "M,C.G..Statement on
Cooper's Hole". ' ‘ o

AUUTRxLIAJ CAVIIIG FILM ' ' '
A film entitled “Under the Nullarbor” will be shown at C]

the Conrmonwealth Institute Cinesra, High Street.ilensington, W.8

from 16th. to 22nd. May. Admission Free. The film begins at the

following times:- ' '

Mon - Fri 12,30, 1.15, 2,15, 3.50,.
Saturday © 2.45, 3.30, L.25, -
Sunday " 3,00, 3.50, L. QO

HEAR ABOUT MOROCCAN CAVES

Axbridge Caving Groua invite our members to an illustrated
talk on moroccan Caves by Colin Graham, It is to be held in the
Caveman Restaurant: oa uaturday, kay 44th. a2t 8 OO pP.mm, -

CAVE® SURV.LYS, Surveys of two addltlonal &enalp caves are now
svailable from Joan Robinson:-—

Baleh Cave, Plan Prlce 3/9
Section 3/9
Browne's Hole : 2/~ . “
'Surveys previously held, and still availablei- .
Caves of the’ Cheddar Gorge L3 ' ) 'Cj
Bastwater, Sheet 1 )8/5
" Sheet 2 - -
Goatchurch -~ ~ - | 2/6
Holwell Cave } - 2/6
TLamb Leer ' - 3/9
Longwood, Sheet 17 ' 5/6
: Sheet 2 L/
Sheet 3 _ -~ 3/6
Pinetree Pot - 2/6
St. Cuthbert's, Plan™ " : 3/3
) Section ‘ 2/6
' : Addendum o 1/~
Stoke'Lane' _ L/3
" Swildon's ' ' L/3.
Also available from Joan or Pedro:- N
M.G.G. Journal, 1962 Price 6/-

Caves of meadlp - Barrijgton

Caves of Derbyshire ~ Ford '
Caves of Wales and the Marches - Jenkins and Mason-wllllams
Caves of Ireland - Coleman;




LONDON COPY OF CAVE RBGISTER ¢ - T o ' D
hat gbout getting a branch of the mendlo Cave Reglstry
moved-to -Londons At present the peojlé living in this ‘arez can
only avail themselves of the records by undertaking a long
journey and by curtailing caving tlme, while those 'in the west
have two coples within 20 miles of each other, which seems an
" unfair dls+rgbutlon lL wa 'ane going to do ‘much work on it.
: : Maloolm Cotter

ONIs fOR THB PO” : ‘ ' '

%exe has been, over Lhe last few months, much controversy
about the L0 f£4. Pot in Bwildon’ w_T’"Ie removal of the pipe
and the ensuing arguments are well known facts now. The real
probiem, howéver seams to Lavo heen overlooked how dangerous
is the pitch in its pfesenc statey -

If the pitch is laddered in the usual mannér (from the
rawibolts) the ladder ig positioned for most of its length in
the waterfall, promising a drenching for anyone on it. Some
peoo?e have been using Suicides Leap as an alternative laddering
position, Thig would seem at first a good idea but it has been

gaid the® the belay rawlbolt was only 1nstalled for emergency
purposes, .and might not be wholly safe,’

“With the pitech in this state it deflnltely rules out
novice trips, a fact I thiok that everone accests. Even among
the experienced; to be thus soaked ‘at such an early stage in
a long trip can be -a danger. Also ‘the first men down have to
wait around,- 1eav1ng themselves-wide open to the effects of cold.
On the move 'a caver can generally keep's warn When wet but not
whilst standing still.

For the wet-suited among us there is very llttle problem

here, and all wet-suited parties are obviously the most 6851rable.r

The best lighting system is electrlc, Jreferﬁbly ‘Nife Cell or
something similav, Attemptlng to llght ‘a carbide 1am), with
cold numb flngers is a real nuisance as it also enforoes a stop
vhich resultsiin everyone getting cold.
‘ So that is the pOSlthﬂ 3ersonally I sey ”Roll on the
neturn of the water pipe on the forty .

Mlke Brace.

ChARTnRHOUSE WARRBN FARM SHAKEHOLE SUBSIDES AGATIN,

On the weekend of liarch 26th./27th. Mr. Small of
Charterhouse Warren Farm told me that the shakehole above Velvet
Bottom has subsided again. This is the second time in four
years. On the last occasion Dave and Allen dug it to 14 feet.
and were starting to reach rounded boulders, but unfortunately
the ehonlng did not prevent thé shaft from falling in. Anyway
Dave is still enthuslastic and once we are clear with Black~
moor it could mell be dug” by a very small . party. «

: Malcolm Cotter.

GIVE GEWNNROUSLY TO THE LAND PURCHASE FUND. DONATIONS IN THE
BOx ON THURSDAYS, OR TO THE TREASURER., GIVE. GIVE, GIVE,




Hirl-{

"I'VE BEEN THROUGH THE SUMP IN STOEE LARE .....°
Beware gentle caver to make sure that you have. Cook's
Farm, where the cave is situated, is up for sale., There is hope
that an arrangement may be made, but no guarantee. Possible
buyers inelude the Bristol Wakerworks Co. and the local Quarry
Co. " Anyone want to buy a farme ' : -

EASTER IN WALES. _ |
' Twenty-two of us survived the wind and rain of the
Easter meet at Ystradfellte. Mig, Pauline and Joan arrived at
about 8.00 p.m., on Thursday and selected a suitable campsite about
100 yds. from the entrance to Porth-yr-Ogof, and as the evening
drew on people arrived, pitched their tents and proceeded to

kip down for the night (What was left of it - Rd.) '

. A party of eight entered the large, gaping mouth.of
Porth-yr-Ogof at 12 o'clock on Friday under the leadershi» of _ ij
Simon, and waded across the main stream passage to the right of
the entrance. This led into a large sand-floored passage which
eventvally rejoined thé stream passage. After wading sbout 20 yds
Gp the streadn passage ~ much to the dismay of two non-wet-suited
members <~ we. crawled up a small gully to the right of the river,
ifis brought us to -a sand-floored bedding plane ending in an
impassable sump, ‘We thus had to about-turn and make’our way
back along “the bedding plane, one of the members pointing out
that the way to travel along this type of passage was to roll
over and gver; although' this modeg:of  transport was easier than
crawling, it lefttits;psrticigants.somewhatndizzy,'Alsorin-this-
bedding plane, ‘Arthur pointed out .some -interesting plant 'life
growinQ:dnjanpiecefdffrdtting.wopdﬂin the sand. -On reaching the -
stream’ passsge again, Simon and Arthur swam out up the- stream;
but the rest of the party took a drier route..

. All awoke on Saturday morning to the familiar rhythm
of the:Welsh rain beating onto the flysheet, and the whole site
was beginning to look - like a marsh, “After a very late breakfast
most people adjourned to the New Inn to make arrangements. for C)
the afternoon. By closing time we were all suitably refreshed = ..
and ready.to go caving. A party of 7, accompanied by Joan's
sister, set off for Porth-yr-Ogof..Others went to take & loock at -
the caves of the Heath River Valley. After the strenuous events
cf the day, a good evening was had by all at the local hostelry,

Frank and his banjo providing the éntertainment. - :

' When I first awoke on”Sunday morning at thé Unéarthly.
hour of 1.30 a;m. ( & time when 5ome beéer. drinkers are forced -
%0 rise) the weather didn't look too bad, but having returned to
bed and risen at & more respectable iime the familiar sound of
falling rain reached my ears. A rumber of people walked to the
Clun Gwyn- (Mellte River) and Séwd-yr-Eira (Hepste River) water-
falls; the routé necéssitated paddling. across one of the water-
falls, at which point lig's boot went sailing downstream until
i1ts jeunt was cruelly terminated by Arthur's retrieving hand.




Also on Sunday there were trips to small caves in the area,
and some festering around camp, Sunday being the day of rest.
On our last day at Ystradfellte some people rose relativ-
iy early to do a final cave trip. The White Lady Cave/Town
Jwaln region was SWSrmlﬂg with i.C.G. members by mid-morning,
and trips were also made to Cwm Dwr Quarry Cave, Brldge Cave,
and. Dan—yr—Opof (weegee)
o Derek Allwood.
Those presen t at the Ystradfe?lte meet wWere:— -
filke Brace, Arthur Cox, Philip Ebbage, John Evans, Tony Fitz-
gibbon, Julie, Pete CGoddard, Mig and Pauline Knibbs, Simon -
fnight, Brian Pittman, Joan Robinson, June Seath, Dick Smith,
Arthur and Lyn Spain, Pete and John Virgo, Roger Wsllington,
lielvyn, Pat Walgh, Frank and Margaret.

TASTER . ON MENDIP, . ' '
. Present:- Alan Wicks, Norma and Malcolm Cotter, Black-
moor Caving Group, June and Don Searle (with daughter), Tony
1&? o Ingold and family, Greg: bmlth Dave Mitchell, Glenys,
ixe Quartermain plus 2,
The meet was an extremely gquiet one, but loss in trade

" at the Hunter & was balanced by an 1ncrease 1n tlme worked at

Llackmoor.

Priday. Alan W1cks and the Blackmoor Group descended Pinetree
Dut none got to the end. In the late afternoon Don, Alan and
lialcolm went to Blackmoor.and decided to dig below. Our efforts
were directed to.clearing the space at:the bottom of the slide
which had been.filled by previous digging. Twenty bucket loads
were removed, by which time it was getting 1ate end we returned
to our H.Q. - arriving. at. about:10 P.Hls -

Saturday. Tony Ingaold took his brother and glrlfrlend down
Pinetree with Alan, while the Cotters and Searles went to in-
vestigate the hot springs at Bath noticing a large' amount of
flowstone where the water first becomes visible. Late afternoon
we went to Blackmoor, and with thé addition of Greg -decided to

- -work the shaft. I worked at the bottom but those above had the

hardestgob haullng up the bucket. We- ralsea 6.loads and alsc

" put in sonie hammerwork on . a .rock on Don's. Ghamber side. A trip-

to the'New Inn" and the 'Victoria' completed the day. .

Sunday. -Norma decided to help us at Blackmoor and eased the sit-
uation until her leg got caught between the boom and- the spoil
(beap, we were very relieved to find that nothlng was broken
\Norma's bones, we presume; not the boom - Ed.) We were all
rleased tb see Dave Mitchell and Glenys arrlve, and we readily
gave the sledge hammer to Dave who used it to - 'put' the large-
rock into our deeper excavation.. This manoeuvre revesled. a
weakness on the underside and: within a few minutés the. rock was .
in pieces. The pulley rope was. swollen with water and tended to
Jjam in the pulley blocks but we made some modifications which .
improved the situation, and work continued until about 9.30 p.m.




Monday. Further modifications to the jib resulted in our adopting
a 2:1 ratio which made hauling easier, when we hitched the

!(het we found a tendency for.it to- twist, so we tried controlling
“e bucket with a rope attached to a side handle,‘and this
proved highly successful,, One point to wateh is the nut on the
double pulley block which. tends to come off, At one stage three
boys about 10. years old came over. I asked "Would you like to
pull on the rope? to which they replied . "Gee, can we Mister!d .
Strangely enough, their 3 x 60 lbs. made an amazing difference
and we had a Gbﬁﬁle of “loads up in rapid time, before they got
bored. The hole is now about 5 feet deeper on Don s Chamber side:
on examination of. the survey we have another 7' before we reach
the openlng.pe; »

s if..-',; : ' Malcom Cotter.

WET-SUITITUS.

it all started back in January when it was planned to
"do" O.F.D. and: Dan-yr-Ogof. Up to this time only a few sensible
types had acquired wet-suits,. On the . Saturday we. did OC.F.D. -
with a few ribald remarks concerning-the fact that some of us
were wet-suitless. Hoxever, as the cave was.not too wet, it
happened that we did not take a great deal of notice. Next day
we. eventually got: round to d01ag Dan-yr-Ogof. {now, incidentally,
of increasged importance due to the new discoveries), With much
gusto. we wandered through the show cave part to the first lake,
where much to my. consternation,  some members of the party became
enthus1aetlcally aguainted with the water. About 410 mins later we
all came in contact with: water - swimming. My hat! was that .
water cold. We .swam to-the entrance of the second lake but after
reconnoitre it proved to be too dangerous to go.on. So, breathing
a silent prayer of thanksgiving for. the person who said. I think
we ought. to.turn . back!, we retraced our swimming steps, Pat and
myself both running -to the cave entrance to’ regaln 1ost circul—
ation (we were both wet-suitless).

: ‘That day was the beginning of the -end of ordlnary
cav1ng clothes for me: I ordered a Wet-Suit ILit, The price
caused a gap in..the. family buget for a few weeks, but we soon over-
came that. When the kit arrived there-was just under two weeks. to
assemble it before the second Wales trip, under canvas at Ystrad-
fellte. It was -touch -andl-go as .several alterations had to be made.
Nevertheless Good Friday dawned quite brightly and the initial
test .came about. middsy with a visit.to nearby Porth-=yr-Ogof, @
where while waiting for the others, a few of us dived:into the
deep pool at the cave entrance. I was very dubious at first and
lowered myself in gingerly. Apart from ‘the.initial cold water
entering, ‘I was delightfully warm. After. an exploration of the dry
series I actually agreed to.go with Simon back along the stream '
passage route against:a strong.current, a thing I would not.
have ‘dreamed of - doing a. feéw months .earlier; except perhaps by
nece551ty. Next day some of us declded to explore the Neath Rlver




Valley area. Unfortunately most of the caves in this. area are
nmall or end in sumps. So, to get our day's ernjoyment we ended
2 shooting the rapids down the fast. flowing river with nothing
nree th?n wet—éhits as protection; great fun (when adequately
Arter these .stringent tests, surprisingly enough it is still
i oone plece, I only hope that all ‘active members of the Club
eventuglly purchase.wet-guits so that they can enjoy their caving
1o a much fuller extent, as I feel I now can. = .
" Being thoroughly soaking wet and bitterly cold leaves
a caver listless with little interest in his surroundings after a
while.This may-not be- true if you are always on the move, but
being in a large party waiting for someone to c¢limb a. ladder or
go through a tight bit, you cannot help but get cold if you are
. decidedly wet. These unpleasant circumsténces are véry nearly
\:) eliminated by wearing a wet-suit. - _
-Hote; 1 have no financial interest in Sub .Aquea Products, as may
ve ‘rumoured., I

+
M

- Arthur Spain.

PRESS COVERAGE OF CAVING TOPICS. ‘ _
. The National Press has really excelled itself during
the month of April, Everyone will have read of the fine discovery
made in Dan-yr-Ogof (DAM-yr-Ogof according to the Guardian —
everyone is entitled to his own opinion 2%. The South Wales. . .
SAILING Club (Daily, Telegraph terminology. broke through into a
series of very large passages and chambers on Wednesday of = .
Baster week. S.W.C,C. deserve congratulations for this splendiad
addition to British caving which is the result of months of hard
work in’ Dan-yr-Ogof. The New Scientist, 21 April 1966, has a
short’ article on the more scientific aspects of the new. ’ o
extension.' The 'General Public’'(presumably meaning sporting cavers)
will not*be granted access until scientific studies have been '
~uandertaken.,

. John Lafferty who is attempting to stay down Gough's
Cave, Cheddar for four months appears to have lost his sense of
time, as he is now sleeping 24 hrs. st a time angd staying awake
for 20.(reported in the Daily Mail, 19th. April). This is very
Gifferent from Michel Siffre's cycle when he stayed down
Hoarasson Cavern -~ his sleeping periods of L-5 hrs. were shorter
thhian his waking periods.

Less pleasant publicity for caves are the reports of
"Troglodytes’ and Ravers in the caves of Matlock, Why do yobs
have to use such respectable names to describe such non-respect-
able beings? The Daily Mirror (18th. April), however, reports
that a team of potholers from a Derbyshire Caving Club has
evicted the squatters from their Cumberland Cavern home,

J.C Ry

GC.C.C. PERMITS -
The -Secretary has handed. .over the distribution of these permita
to the Meet Secretary, Tony Knibbs. :
v B PPPPPPPPPP




THE SEELEQCLOGIST MAGAZINE - Review e . o
= No, The February-March edition wis not reviewed last
mo:xeh, because I was too busy counting up the column-inches of
ecltorial matter in each issue since the first one. The answer:
You-are now getting less than half as much for your money as
you were a year ago. One article on bats, by John Hooper, is
interesting and well illustrated. Almost a page i$ occupied by
an exchange of correspondence between C.R.0.'s solicitors and the
magazine's editor, SR :

~ Ogofwr Dau.
MEET PROGRAMME. |

April 30th./May 1st. MENDIP - Swildon's Hole: Vicaragé Passage.
May 14th/15th, - - MENDIP - G.B. Cave (Saturday). Permits reqd,

WHITSUN: May 28th/50§h. DERBYSHIRE - Camping, Visits to Giants
Hole, Oxlow Cavern, P.8 (Jackpot).

June 11th/12th. ©  ° UENDIP - Tongwood/August System; (Rescue
- b . pI'aC'tiCG) - N "_ ’ ‘ ' 4 .' L . -

COMMITTEE, B U S N
Secretary - Brian liee, 12 Cranbourné Drive, Pinner, Middx. =~
Treasurer - Tony Fitzgibbon, 265 Eastcote Road, Ruislip, Midax.
Meet Secretary - Tony Knibbs, 2 Rectory Lane, Byfleet, Surrey.
Cottage Warden -~ Pat Walsh, 18 Oxford Road North, Chiswick, W,lL.
Tacklemaster - Pete Goddard, 11 Lebanon Park, Twickenham. Middx,
Recorder - Simon Knight, 4O Garrard Road, Banstead; Surrey.
Editor .- Joan Robinson, 68 Cole Park Road, Twickenhsam, Middx,

Printed. and Published by J.C. Robinson, 68 Cole Park Road,
- Twickenham, Midax,





