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The Club is arrang1ng a trip to Jugoslavia next summer._i

Tentative dates are July 22nd. to August 6th,, and the.cost of. .
travel is éxpected to be in the region of £13 exéluding -the ¢ross-
Channel return passenger fare - about £4 unless a party rate can -
be applied for. So far, 19 namcs have been given to the Meet

Secretary, and any outstanding names should be forwarded to him
1mmed1ate1y S0 that arrangcments can be flnsllsed

Membership. We wcloome the followmng people mho have recently
become probationary members:
Brian Hillman - 24 Kidderminster Rd., West Croydon, Surrey. -
David Oliver - 32 New Road, Wonersh, Guildford, Surrey. '
Julle Thrlft - Oombermere, 5 Voodrise, Eastcote, Pinner, Middx.

Carbide.- Recently it has become neoessary to keep ‘the Club s. :
stock of carbide in a-locked cupboard. However the lock has been
forced and the tacklemaster would apkreclate it if the culprit.

" would own up and pPay upe.

Wanted. Pete %athews requmres bznalng tspe and about twelvo quarto-
gsiged box-files for use in the library. Some foolscap-sized ones -
may also be ugeful. Will anyone who can obtain these 1tems please
get 1n touch. w1th Pete.-_-' .

For Sale. A 11mitod.number of oarblde 1amps, from the tacklemaster.
Carbide lamp spares, NiFe cell spures, end helmets can also be
obtained via Pete Goddard. :

"Caves of Mendip', ”Caves of dales and the Marches",
"Caves-of. Derbyshire” and "Pennine Underground“ are svallable
from the Secretary.

. Copies of -the. Journal 1962_ and surveys of most of the

Mendip caves are. obtalnable from the odltor.

Read, all about ite Aqua—Marlne Sports ‘Lta, have pro&uoed 2 New
catalogue which may interest cavers, Pete Goddard, the Tacklemaster,
has @ copy or obtain your. own from 116. Mannlngham Lane, Bradford 8.

Lost and Found. Lost on August Meet in Yorkshire and. belleved to
be held by someone by mistake - Cne Stubal ﬂrab, cadmium plsted
Please return to Malcolm Cotter.

Found in Maleolm's van on August Meet - one palr of small scissors
and 1 x-20 ft. nylon waist length, .

Lost recently - Nylon waist loop and screw gate. krab. The waist
loop will be alot too small for most members of the club. Please
return to Jban Robinsgon -if founds : S -




DEN'YT LOSE YOUR FAVOURITE GROTTY BOILER SUIT,

Wells police warn cavers of the danger of theft if you
leave clothing or eguipment in formers'! barns, On a Wednesday .
night in Séptember the following were stolen from Manor Farm,
Priddy: rucksack green, with black metal frame; pair of black
climbing boots, orangc rubber exposure suit, ten foot steel ecoiled:
rule and guantity of other caving equipment. Wells C.I.D, (Tel
Wells.3484) would be pleased to hear from: anyone hav1ng any
1nfonmatlon.. _

-~ 8incoe thls 1n01dent, there - hmvo becn more thefts of
cavzng equipment. On Friday 18th. November some gear was: takon
from a car parked outside. UThe Victoria®, ?rlddy, and. on Sat.,- o
19th. a wet-suit,; sleeping bag and rucksack were removed-from:a
car at the'”Hunters”. Therefore it would be advisable to lock
ones cars at all times, and care should be taken that the Gottqge
is not left unlocked mhen empty.

TRAINING TRIPS, ' - ' -
: Although not as dangerous as the. nqtlonol press would

have us believe, cov1ng .docs provide 31tuatlons which are. potent-

ially dangerous. It is the policy of all P0590181b16 caving clubs
to ensure that all members arc conversent with basic techniques of
safe caving. Thc vertical descent or ascent is o common source
of "danger and it is wise therefore, for caving clubs to ensure
that members can rig a 1odder and a lifeline belay safely and
can operatc a lifeline, tie a bowline knot, climb the ladder
correctly and use the-throe'Whistle signals. Personal safety = .
should be given carcful consideration, Adequate clothing must be
worn in addition to orotective heéadgear end footwear, . Two
efficient forms of lighting should be caorricd along with

appropriate meintenance items such as carblide, prickers, bulbs
and batteries. A whistle will be advisable vwhere long or wet

pitches are encountered and, for a trip lasting more than. 2 - 3
hours, a quantity of food must be carried.
‘ General behaviour underground is 1mportant New

members must recognise the rospon51b111t1os of the leader and .
should be discouraged from using the cave as some sort of play-
ground where he can ighore the others in the party and wasnder

of f at will 1eav1ng litter and damaging formations. Indecd the
whole aspect of cave prescrvation must be clearly understood

and appreclated.by all who visit caves. Important too is the .
caver's conduct in the countryside around the caves where special
. congideration must be ‘shown towards local inhabitants and their
property.

An appreciation of all the foregone 901pts must be

shown before a probationary member can become a full member with
all the Group's rescources available to him., Before full '
membership can be granted the. condldate is required to attend a
training trip which will be led by a Committee member or an
authorised full member who will cbserve the abilities of the
candidate to carry out simple basic techniques and show himself:

a responsible member of a caving party. The leader will meke out

O



a report, in the form of a guestionairre, which will then be
handed to the Committce fer attention. Probationary members:
should give adeguate notice of their training trip reguirements
to enable .a leader to be arranged. A study of one of the two
following books will give a clear but. conclsc account of cav1ng
technigues:—
"Cavoeraft? — D. Cons (Publ. by Harrdp & Sons, London, 1966)
"Caving and Jothollqg” - D. Robinson & A, Greembank (Publ. by
. Constnblc, London, 1964)."
A, J. Enibbs.

CAP LAMP FLBI. : '
The- reulacmeﬁt of CQ) 1 omp flex may not orove to be
as simple as it seems, A desc vlptlon of the sp001ﬂ11y laid ,
materinl asg manufacturcd by British Inaulqtcd qulcnders Oubles
Follows:—

" 1o/.0076 inch flexible cord twin core, conductors of hlgh
conductivity tinned copper wires, 1nsulated with vulcaniscd rubber,
two cores, one red, onc black, twisted in a close splwal around
a fire resisting troqtcd textile strain cord, and sheathed overall |
with fire, oil and weather r051bt1ng poTychloroprcne comwound to
B3S 937 Rof. 0282A".

T would be intcrested to hear if anyono wishes to buy
ony, as the mlnlmum.ouqatlty supplicd is ‘b0 ydas. costlng APDTOX.
£6,10. (2/9 per yﬂrd) The very tight lay means that the cable g
is unllkely to kink and breaT :

Malcolm Cotter.
G, B, CAVE b ' T
Unfortunatclv a few people have bccn u81ng Cdrbxde lamps
in the ladder dig serics in G.B. Cave ond in rccent weeke. carbide =
dumping has become cvident, Everyore has been aukbd to co-operate
in enforcing the ban on carbide lamps in this ueaulon.

Thc boulder choke on the routc to Bat Passage is rather -
unstnble and carlicr this month- a number of ‘sizable slabs of
rock movcd thPOmu .care must be token when g01ng through the
choke. .. ‘

A survey of the G.B., Extension should bc reaay "in Dec. .
from the Librarian, University .of Bristol. upoleologlcal Soclety,
University of Brlbtol. Pricc: 3/6 post free,

BONES FRON COOPLR 5 _HOLE,
The bones taken from Cooper's Hole earlier this year.

were shown to Dr. Suteliffe by Robbic Charnock.. Surprisingly -they

were found to be recent. They were found at the highest point

in 3tezircase pasoage which means that some 8 - .15 feet of 59011

presumably lay. aobove.

Maicolm Cotter. o

gUOTm: by Meureen Woollacott on entcering th& Oottagc for
the first time:: "......0 Dut it's Clcan'” ‘




ATL IN A WEEkDND 8 WOR&
.. A large majority- of . recruits to the Club come from the'
Scouts, so with this in mind and remembering that I started caving
with the Scouts, I said yes to introducing a party of six to the
rigours and’ pleasurcs of caving in the raw, :
I m surec they were very sceptical at first, so down we
went to. Sw11don s, the Upper Series - Wet Way to the Forty foot,
back up the Short. Dry, then back down the Pretty Way and returning
by the We¥ Way agoin and out in two and a half hours; almost
routine stuff, their enthusiasm was rising.
That evening - Saturday - while three of us were
comfortably sitting yarning, a messagce came to the cottage that -
there were two. people unable to scale the Forty foot pltch in _
Swildon's, due to inerease in water level after heavy rain for !i)
several hours. Dave Mitchell, myself and a scouting buddy went to \
Main's Barn to investigate and to offer our help if necessary.
We found a =small party had gone underground to see if they could
lend a hand In the meantime we wandered over to’ the entrance to
f£ind a roaring torrent, even going down the rabbit burrow - so
differcnt from the gentle strcam at 3.00 pLi, Back we went to
find Frcéd Davics hot from the Wessex 'do'y He decided to find out .~
the score for himself so I volunteecred to accompany him. When he
saw the level of the water he dlspatched a runner for the fire
brigade. Plunglng through the raging torrents we were in a
different cave. We came to Jacobs Ladder where we found the |
previous party with the two to be rescued; they had managed to
scale the Foriy foot unaided., A mad panic ensued to sto: the fire
brigade from coming, which was successfully done. ILuckily a false
alarm but it does show how unpredictable condltlons can get 1n
a few hours,.
. Next day a trip to Eas twater was planned, 0 brav1ng
the cave without wet-suits, we followed. the very convenient (for
me) .white cord avoiding the boulder ruckle, through the bedding (:)
plane, a few moans and groans here, to the first of the twin pots.
Over the itraverse to the Dolphin: and back with the loss of
only one carbide leamp (" in the impenetrable beddlng plano)
Everyone thought that this trip was more ex01t1ng than Swildon's!
- I feel now that I have done my 'bit in introducing
prosjective new members, for most of them asked When could they
go again, as 1if they had not had enough ‘

g Arthur Spaln,

RESOUE PRAGTICE .~ 5TH. NOVEMBER

- Hawving altcred the venue Tor this practice’ from @, B,
Cavern to Longwood Swiallett, we eventually chosé Goatchurch
Cavern sinecc heavy rainfall threatened to make progress in an
active system rather uncomfortable, A distinct shortage of
rescuers necessitated taking the casualty out via the sghortest
route from the Water Chamber and emerglng at the smaller, or
Tradesmen's Entrance. The supposed injury was broken leg and.
casualty unconcious. No medical oreamble was carried out. The




excercise was directed simply to gain experience of transporting
the casualty in a carrying sheet through Ppassages of varied
shape and size, The choice of Gostchurch Cavern illustr;ted how
an otherwise easy cave becomés appreciably difficult from the
cave rescue. aspcct. o R o : S

My comments on the proceedings are made from the point
of view of tue casualty; a unigue position from vitich to »
observe the efforts of the rescue team at work. -

, . Few unconcious casualties coilg have complied with the
request to "lie down on the carrying sheect then'! as 1did. The
casualty having been trussed up, - the scrious thrutching conmenced,
The first shortcoming was a tondenny’ for many voices to give
opinions of the more difficult moves to the effect that the
leader hag difficulty making his instructions'heard'and acted
upon. The casualty sufferea scme discomfort from lashing ropes
bearing against his throat and face during the ecarly stages,
Frequent advocation of the casualty being fitted with goggies
would secm inadvisable from my exXpericnce since they would
have been displacead freguently and caused discomfort; the
handkercheif seemed satisfactory. The passagc forms traversed
required resting the casually on the ground very often. A folded
blanket was in position between casualty'and'carrying sheet and
this took most of the unpleasantness out of it, However not.
enough care was taken regarding the comfort of the casualty and
his losing body heat, Ir dry, even ground cannot be found then
rescuers must form themselves into g human platform. Dropping
the casualty is not only uncomfortable but-'dangerous: this only
occured once. Towards the end of the excercise the rescue team
began to move the casualty in a slapdash way, pulling him over
rough terrain.mmBre-the-position'of‘the casualty was semi- -
wedged and unprepared,  Where dragging is necessary some effort

with rocks, mud or a body if large encugh to hold one. The
leader must at all-times.co~ordinate the efforts of the team
and ensure that all is ready before ordering a move,  The team of
ngen did well to bring the casuzlty out to daylight in under

"% hours, ' .
As a footnote I would like to reiterate my reguest for
Lldeas on the manufacture of a specialist cave rescu¢ strecteher-
cum-carrying sheet. The apparatus should possess the property
of being cther rigid or flexible as desired.ASuspension.points
for both horizontal and vertical lifting must be considered and
some thought should be given to the'inolusion of adequate
padding for casualty comfort and Protoction, Ideas on suitable
materials would also be welcone, ) '

Tony Knibbs.

FATRY CAVES QUARRY. . - S
Al} the caves in this quarry have been closed to
cavers for - a three month period commencing Odtobcr 8th, The




Yeason %iven is p0351b1e danger. The entrance to Fairy Gave
was partially covered with large llmostone blocks on tho-
.above date. . . :

KNAPP HILL

. A party comprlsing DaVe Mitechell, Allan Wieks, Bryn
Dav1es and myself went to the swallet to continue work. -

- Although a lot of rain had fallen previously most of the

- stream water econtinued down the valley. Spoil was removed -
from the shaft and a new fence was errected, Dave states
that there is about four feet or so to go vertically before
the 0ld level is reached, Further _mprovcments on the fence
are,still required. S

Malcolm Cotter.

BLAGKMOOR ' ‘ ‘:)
At the beglnnlng of kuﬁﬁhhﬁ September the 1ower dig '
in Bladkmoor received attention. The. floor was loweréed about
four feet until rock was rsached. This rock is still relatively
soft red sandstone. The crack where water disappears in wet
weather. continucs downwards - and is about four inches wide. -
It may be possible to sce¢ further down after the stream has
cleared some of the mud this winter, I still con51dcr this
way could offer access.to the cave, '
) We vyisited the cave at the beginning of November -
after raln,whlch had not, however, been heavy enough to -
form the” enormous pool sometimes seen., From the bottom of .
the ohaft we could hear the roar of the stream below. The
lowest passage contained about six inches of water and a
voluminous. fall existed near the lowest point whieh was -
flooded to about four feet. A slight inward air current was
detected in the rift leadlng from Don's Chamber.
. : Maleolm Gotter.'

NOV“MBER 19th, Lzoth . - Q
. Pete and I arrlved on Sqturdwy aftornoon.to see '
evidence on the board of trips in progress to Bastwater (by
Brian Hillman, Sheila, some scouts and two ‘South Walecs cavers)
‘and Burrington caves (by Mike nghtlngale s scout group).
A further expedition took place at the dreadful hour of
mednlght to Cuckoo Cleoves, by Brlan, Sh011a, Tony Buchan.
and the South Wales Peoplc, .
. On Sunday Mike Nightingale's group set’ of £ for
Svildon's ‘and Ubloy Hill Pot, this latter trip belng decided
upon after finding that the Pinetree keys have noct yet .
been returned, Brian; James Cobbett and myself showed our
Welsh friends the splendours of the Longwood/August System,
After a slight holdup when we discovered that the previous
party who should have left the entrance open, had locked it




I

@,

'“-and‘takﬁnfthe,key’1nto~thechVG, We eventually got in

using a sceond key. We went down the wet chimney route

--into August Hole but the amount of water was not uncomfortable,
Jomes cursed his length as he thrutched along the drainpipe,

and then we passed uneventfully down fault piteh, #e made
& rapid trip to the downstream termination of the cave and
then up into the Cxbows for nosh and reassuring stories of
cave fatalities! On the spoil heap at the entrance o
Sand. Passage, therc was a plant of some. description
growing on what io probobly decayed food. It had three or
four stalks, abecut L3 ~ 5 izches long, ond at the end of
each one was a pale grecr, rather Leoaf-like structure, It
seems unusual o me that therc siculd be any green colour
in a plant growing ia a cave environment,

We didn't have tine %o oxplore the Uppcr Stream
Series, James and I went ouv via Christmas Crawl and met
the others at the botiom of the teon foot pitch, e had
arrived back at the cars and stripped off boiler suits
when Brian reclised that he had lost his car keys somewhere.
in the cave, Fortunaotely we found them in the pool at the
bottom of the entrancc ghaft and a long walk home was
avoided,

J.C.R,

MEET PROGRAMME.

Now. 26th/27th., SOUTH WALES, Benwyllt,

Dee, 10th/11th, MENDIP — Lawb Lecr (Sunday).

Christmas ~ Dec. 24th/26th, MERDIP - festive occasion!
Visit to Gough's Cave,

The 1967 Meet Programme will be eirculated with the
December Newsletter.

COMMITTEE,

Secretary - Brian Mcee, &8 Scaton Gdns, Ruislip Manor, Middx.
Tel, SK7 3LE5 '

Treasurer - Tony Fitzgibbon, 265 Eastcote RdA, Ruisliy, Midadx

Meet Secretary - Tony Lnibbs, 2 Rectory Lanc, Byfleet, Surrey

Cottage Warden - Pat Yalsh, 18 Oxford Rd. North, Chiswick.

Tacklemaster -~ Pete Goddard, 141 Lebanon Park, Twickenhom, Mdx,

' Tel, POP 6057
Recorder — Pete Mathews s 155 Radeliffg Way. Yeadjghg,Green,
Editor - Joan Robinsomn,
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