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M~DIP CA~NG GROUP. -
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NEWSLETTER NO. 53. JANUARY, 1967.

AI’NUAIJ GENERAL MEETING~.
Notice. The Annusl General Meeting of the Men.dip Caving Group
wil~l be held at the Oottaga, Norarach—on—)&endip on- Saturdays
March 4th.’ 1967. The annual dinner will take place in the
evening. Apply to Pedro for details.
Election. An election will be held for all seven committee
posts. Certain officers ~do~ not wish to stand for any post this
y&ar,. and others ‘do -not wish -tb --át~añdfor their pre&ent posts~
The posts to be contested are: -

Secretary -

Treasurer - -

Meet Secretary
Cottage Warden : .

EdLtor —-- —

Recorder and Librarian -, - ... • :~t

Tack]smcsi~er - ,. . -

Assistant Editor (not committee post)
Auditors (~~) H ii

Nbmiaations. ThiII ~n1embbrs thay nominateThiembe~s-fOr thes:~o:sta~
They sjaouldbe delivered (in writing) to reach the Secretary by’
Thursday, Februaxy 16th. Nominations will not be accepted u~n1ess
the prior consent of the nominee has been obtained.
Postal Votes. Applications for postal votes must reach the
Secretary by Feb. 16th. - L I -

CLUB N’ ~S.
~gos1 ~Ta, 1967;’ “TliSfol]oWing is: a1ist~af18~hames of~-thoE&
who are. going to J~.agoslavia this summer; ,: .‘.ç

-0 P. ~ .~ P. Virgo R Flillmaii R. CharnockS. Knight. -.~• - V go S. Kill ingbeck P. Charhoek.
M. Brace M. Lovell 3. Seath B. Pittmaa
A.. WickW LWallingtbn.: p~ .~waIsh - c;p±~.-.-.r-.
M. Quartermaini G.Jones ~

~P .~Q.~ eople can b accommodated bi~t t~ie is
gettIng ~short so, if ytur name isn’t here and you’d like to come,
please advise me of any addition before March 31st. It is proposed
to obtain a deposit of £5 per traveller payable b~ March 31st.,
unle;sw a good i~èäsot is given, So~ start’ hoax~diit~ ~tbuirmbhey -.‘

ri~t now. Th.. deposit will be paid to the coach driver to
assis’t *iththe ~bst of the ChEmnel4 crossing; DOv~e±’-”Osttd.

Tony Knibbs. .

~‘ina~es.. to~9bh~ Jahu~ry ‘thë?e~as~6LVit~ ~h’~ Lthid- Nha~&~
Fund,. and. £53 ~ the .Gen.ernL.Fund.

:- .:. -‘ -; .-. ...~ E -.



Remimde~. Annual suhisariptionbeeam~due’oa the first of Jan.
Willthosecf.yOU. who havenit yet paid your guinea to the Treasurer
please do so as soon- as possible. Non~bouncing oheajies or cash~
will be acceptable.

Meet ProgrQmme Alteration-. As most people have already realised,
the i9~7 Spr~ng Bank Holiday does not coincide with Wiutsun.
Therefore the Meat Programme should be changed to read:—
Thitsun- May: l3th./i4th. MENDIP. Longwood,/August System.

(Rescue Pradtice (Sat.)) :~L

Bank Holiday May a7/2Sth. DERBYSHIRE. Giant’s Hole, Jackpot (P.8)

Secretary’s Telephone Number. Pedro cén no longer be obtained on-
ABBey 5&JQ during office hours. His home telephone number is
(London) 757 3485.

Change of Address~ Arthur Cox has recently moved. Hil new address
is 4D Milton Road, Hanwell, W.7:.

Membership. We welcome the following people whO have been
accepted as probationary.mqmbers. Good Caving -

Mick Helsdom — 12.8 Woodlands Road, IslewortL Middx..
Pct~-i4ead]~eY-- a9a..ElierdIn~e ~Road, bun-slow, Middx.

Editor to be elected at A.~J4,. As I will have been producing
the newsletter for 2. years in March, I feel that someone else
should now be given the opportunity to take over as Editor. For
this reason I will be resigning at the A.G~M.TYie~nenlettër”~’’:
needs new drive and new ideas, and I hope that th&next Editor
will enjoy the post as much as I have done, and that he (or she)~
will receive as much co,-operation and:heIp from members al ~

have re eiveda
-. J.C.R.

Staying ~t~.Axbridge a. & ,M~C.G. members wishing to stay at:
the Axbridgac. C-. will,, in future,’be~asked topioduce a current’
M.C.G. membership card.

Battery Charger. Arthur Spain- has made a superb’ battery charger
wrncn is now installed in the tackle porch. Full instzuctions
are displayed nearby, and it is extremely important that they
should be followed most carefully. The charger takes up to 10
Nife Cells.

Our thanks to Arthur for this fine piece of equipment.

Quote 1.
“Did you learn to p,l.aythe piano, or did they try to teach

you?”. ‘‘ ‘‘‘‘ , ‘ -

Chris Fry to Pete Mathews.

Quote 2.
“ If’ U.B.S.S. get in-to Manor Farn before we get in-to

Blackmoor, I’ll buy all my own. beer from now on-”

C)
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WINTER:LECTURE..J~RQGRMfl,:. :.‘~ : ~-. ..r
.:::.‘T404?~QQ4~t~Qfl 2~ th,e WUlia~:~,enge11~;~ve Rese~ch.,..cj:

Centre in conjunction with the Imperial College Caving flub’ will:
be :holdi.ng 1a scriew .qf. lectures, ;d~ring.~bruar~ ~qnd-’Mar~h:—

—Feb. 1st. Mr.~ R.J.Clarke - jViafl,~ ~javps and Environment in Africa
Feb,. 8tbh. Mr. A.Coase — Recent Cave Discoveries in South

Wales.Feb~ 1&th. c, Mr. H.Pearmon~. —~ Cpv es,i Mines- -and.Deneholes: of the:
JuUome:Cnunfies~.~::

F½b. 22nd, Dr. D.W. Snow — Oilbirds,
March 1st. * Mr. A.W.Wolls — The Growth of Calcite in Caves~ -

All the lectures will be held at the Departmèñt èf -

.uTh Physics,. ~IT~PQujAL]. Qollege,. :?~nQP.~Qqn~ort .I~oaa, (Queen~sGate~.ena)~
~—‘ London7 S.W.7 at 7.30 pam. Admission Free.

LIBRARY ADDITIONS.
We (pre ~~1ow exchanging pub’ications with the South West

Essex Techn~caa College Oav;ng Club ~ich produces “Spcleo”; the
latest issue contalnsL accounts of Dan—yr—Ogor III and. a reprint
of that.. splendid. first c~flng trip: 4escr:i.bed bt ...Thor.:Heyerdahl
in i\~cü~Ai~.’ ~• :,, ~

Other noteworthy library additions include —

“Memoirs’ (1956) of~the i~orthern Cavern aid Mine Research
Society, this ±Sr a must for all mine enthusiastp.

“Studiàs in Speleology” (Vol. I Pt. 4) by the P~ngell.y:~
Cava.Research.Associa.tion;.it iflciudes.articles:van ~ave~.diving,
cave flora and a fine piece ott geophysics. (We shoul&tharijc Robbde
Charnock for kindly letting us have this). , -

“Craven Pothole Club Journal” 1966 contains accounts of
the Kingsda]~e’Master~Cave and an article on Water—tracing on the
eastern side of iountaans Fell loading to the discovery of Cherw
Tree Hole. One cannot but be impressed by the hi&h l~.terary
standard achieved in this journal,, but much is explained by a
five guinea prize awarded to the author of the best ~ticle~’.Thjs’ci
is most likely the reason for a numbep of nonr-.cavzng ~tories, --

The.thost.~ entertainin~..of these.taies,tens of’:l’ong ago (t94t):.
when iroft. chimneys were a:parently a~come byrt:
than they are .toöay~ ~The story tells. n 5QP~:.,dbtail ‘o~ how~three.’~
C’?~C. members of .that..tim.e remov,ed..in tact:a 22ft~ ~high~n~st iroll
chimney weighing two tons, from the top of a disused lnnekzln’
aeariy~1OQ ft. ~ . :‘ ‘ ‘•;‘ ..

Hon. Librarian,.
“SECRET T~NEL3 IN SURREY..~’~. ,•: ~

A ~ece~t:rep~in~ rpf :this~ Pvb~icatip~xc.ompiled;..by..Harry;..
Pearanan: of~Che1sea. ‘Spc~-eologicaI ~ociçty. ir~- .j.963..~. provides.”an’.;~.
interestingrdiversjort ‘from the. xploration of L2.imestone- cav’e.s~ -~

In fact., thcre~ pre; one : Qr,: j.wo:small..jiaturaL QayQs:jn~ SurrØy);:~j-.
but fo~ the niôst part underground exploration is confined to
disused mineworkings and tunnels. ~Surveys, but often not ~raded,~



are provided for the larger systems, of which Godstone Hearthstone
Minc, Godstone Sandstone Mine and West Humble Chalk Cw e are the
mostextensiv&.~~..L~

“At. 6/’this’ ØublicAtibn’ is á’’*örthwhile buy. A limited.
number of copies are available from Briaa Human.

•.L~’..J~_ - .,-: •~ • • . S ~ •‘( -

A number of back issues of Wessex Cave Club’s Journals
cani;:be obtaihed frbm’Joa~Rohinsdn.- Please asic to sea the~’list
which briefly describes the contents of each issue. A comprehensive
selection of cave surveys are also available from Joan.

CWCRETE CAVES.
Those styles in architecture, which for the lack of

suitable adjectives might be described as modern, seem to have
taken a backward trend in• We’higher class thiburbs of: Cannes.~’One
type of residence currently much in demand is the cave—house.
Basically this structure is fonned in Readimix concrete upón:-’a
reinforced framework. The architect creates chambers, passages ate.
according to his artistic whun or according to the availability of
Readainx, Walls and ceilings ore of unconventional shapes and are
left ±‘àugh-; ~0nlr?the flbors’bbtaia’a-’fiiiishin~ t±’eatment’ that
finally ends up with linoleum tiles or carpet. Cave houses have
neither interior ‘dbo~s-• or windows; they are, just likQ the real things
£ot’Ithey have a-gate-at “the’ entrance -‘to keep the weèjees out.
Ventilation is provided.by ih’eans of ahighavem which pokes Out

of the.-roof~ . ~, . . . : - . . -. -

JA cave house saurdslik& the soi~tof p~sce no real “trog
could be without, but at a ôost of from £50,000 (with running
water of course) it ~uld seem that Cooper’s has just never been
fully aweciated.

Ogofwr Wen.
(There is, of course, no truth in the rumour that the Marquess of
Bath is about to open Gough’s Cave as a stately home).

BLACKMOOR 1967. ,:- . . . . 1 -; ‘

During’ the weekend of January 7th../8th. some attention
was given.to the Group’!s Blacktnbo±~Swallet Dig. The last efforts
made here thiring 1966 were on October 15th. when two eoplc
remove&’some debris (Mainly clean. .rocks)~from the lowest point in.~
the down—dip entrance chamber. Numerous promising downward openings
were beoànhihg apparent but ~rk had to cease when the angle of
the growing debris slope exceeded a point of safety. These openings
occured.: beneath., the stal—cemented wall faced as one enters this
small chamber. . , , . .

Recent examination, shows an absence: of deterioration
due-to rain—washed infilling. The only alteration is the presence
of several baulks of timber thrown down by persons unknown. These
timbers’:will not--rt’qui±’e removal since someshoring, will.
probably be necessary in the very near future. The digging rig has
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DrIt ~ ‘‘‘~b?~t ~, -~L it s E ‘ flir-~ 1,, Jil’ ~cL ~IfJ •~$ •~ lb

~heen dismantl4 ~11 cv u4.,~ i~}Tr~)ad~eQs for çw~j~er-~wQr1c. 5,

An in~r~s~ iz~deati] tf~ojn 39 ~t .~ So ~)ietW9en}35~c- i~q ~t .~ -will, 1~i~
required to .~lsiQwc~3fl w~~ce~ ~ ç~4 o~4h~ çhq~è~
Thiä yeq~’w~effort begins with a strong digging party during
the weekeTiroT Jbnuary 2Bth./29th. when an incraaser~of51shaft_:,
d~pttrtq 35 1~t. iSr~ar~t],Q1U2ted.~0Thr lLvf -‘? LEt ~-‘~

Blackmoor Swa,]tet ~is~,-t1~e~ mbi~iQus~ap4 pi~omising
surface dig on. Mendip0~ Son~e realW de~ermin~ed~!cr~&edtP4S
year. If ~ou a±’e willingto assist with this Group project
please. let me have ybur ~1ame for inclusion ontuture digging
sassiona.~ D5n3± Delay — Di~Toda2i! t - -

I :‘ -~-~ - ~ fl L ~r j,TonyrKnibbS.;,T,~’

LAMB L~CThirfl~E~Fi’fth. December. -~ -

After a chase over most of Mendip, t~ie1kpy ij~o Lamb’ 7~ep~r’-
was evpW~i2nh13r ~roctrpdr Om. the’~Wessex C. C~ Et~E~tkThW~fl
SvndayhitkernooU.~tA].th&UghZtim& wasr;gett~ingTon~, six~of ~-]ift~;. ‘v -T

(B~ion Hilinañ, Sheila;.~Mikw Br-ace; Pete .J~rgQ; Gppg~~6p~.W~ pn~
nrjself)rdecide~. it would be worthwhilemaking a quick trip.

HaLf ~nhour later Greg and P were wrestling with the -

eatr~nce p~Jock which took fully fiie minutestpfree, aft,er
nich ~e de-~cQ’n~ed, the entrancq~ãftto

~lèdd~thè~ma1n ditch.. Reduciiig, speed~ gt the~3O jn.p.h. -speed
limit sign, on;[the scaffolding by:th€Pi~tQhzW~ sjppped in time
to ~adMire~the niaryelloüs ~viejw ~ th~ chftmber~ and their set about

-laddefinW4’he ~pi~tch. ;~tpr the âthérs arrivcdwedesbended,
leaving Si1ftila~bt Lthe: top, ~who decided, that:it~ was nQt ftr her-
and who ther~efore saved-us- tb~e joiD o~dou~lq lif~pli~ning~ At _rj

the ott w~e:explored the main chamber which we thou&at was
very impressive although parts of the floor were co,vered in -

thick mud and there were a few dee.p pits arou!rd. Wetifen
turned our attentions, to the two side, pass~ges, Dt~~Q f~rst- pt -D which tuned out to be rather tight and muddy and not very
rewarding especially to Mike Brace who, much against~hiswill,
explored a narrow side passage and caine back dri)ping mud. and
muttering naughty things about it not being a’ second Ogof.

The second passage, entered by a rather rickety ladder;
led to~Waters which surpris&d-ns all--by-
it~ si~e and good foxknations. Most of us made the rope descent
to seb the famous initials carved in the~
aftei~’ wh≤bh fl hthde rapid~tTha’cks~for the~ entflnbe; laát time was
gettThg x~ath~r late. --,- ~--~-~

When we came to,lock~ttheg~tCat .tlib entrancermo±’e
trouble was encountered from our friend the padlock which uipoa
not locking p±’b~erly, promptly fell down the 60 ft. shaft,
Many swe’ar words later I emerged with the wretchçd thing and
handed it to Greg~who succeaded,- after five minutes,- in-locking
i-~ p3oerly. Thus we àisappeared into the misty night hating all
padlocks but well satisfied with b good trip;- ‘ -

- Mike Kightingale.



NEW YEAR ~T MENDIP.
It waa.on Saturday morning that, four, bedraggled bed—

worshippers (having been up half the night trying ~o get tnt the
Cottage with no keys) were rudely diverted from their morning
cuppa by someone, seen dimly through matchstick—propped eyelids,
telling us that C.R.C. wan.ted all members on Priddy Green for a
rescue liz Swildozi4ä, ‘We ‘&quintëd’ at each’ other,,, do~vned’ the’ tea,.
grabbed our kit and sped to Priddy only to find the Green looking

-like a massive carpark and the rescue over. A party of cavers
had a~~parently been sitting in Swildon’s for 15 hours under
the wrong impression.. that the gate was lOcked!

As we were already togged out we decided to do a cave
and’.went, to Eastwater, an unfortunate’choice. ‘WAtèr’’pcurinj
thràtgh”th’e’-èn’trance ruckle providedus with a nice cold shower—
bath thoroughly soaking us, much to our delight.. The two.., •..

verticals and the stream passage at the bottom were duly negotiatet,’~J
ana after a much needed chew on. a soggy lump of chocolate we
returned to the top of the first vertical. One of our number
whc.~.sha th’em~ih nameless,, but is the small onewith the glasses,
sa~jhe knew..a .short’ cut back to the. topof, the traverse~
Tha turned out to be via Hallelujah Hole,, vhich caused
Co.iSlder2ble comment regarding the extermination. of the nameless
oar. The said squeeze was in the midst of devouring us when. a
lond. ekplo’sioa rocked the cavern.. Olarmingly, followed by loud
renderings of many well—used phrases known by most Mendip
ehoirs.. Recital being over,, four shaking cavers staggered to
the surface, spirits further dampened by the showerbath~ We
found out afterwards that someone was blasting the 380 ft. way.

New Year’s Eve at the Hunter’s needs no comment, and
Sunday was spent visiting Glastonbrn’y Tor and Wookey Ho].a.

Roger Wallington~

1Li~th./1 5th. Janua~.
Traps were made to Sandford Levvy, Eastwater Twin

Verticals (Greg and Brian dug about in. some mud near the
terminal rift), and Pinetree Easy Streat~

a-i st./a2nd. January.
On Saturday Arthur Spain. plus eight scouts went down -

Eastwater bnd on Sunday they descend.ed Swildoxi’s to Sump I,
Meanz’chile Sheila, Joan and Cohn Carson. had a quick trip down
August Hole to the Downstream Series and Reynold’ s Passage, the
latter by Colia. We returned v’ia Longwood. The cave is
extremely dirty again. an many places, and it looks as if the
‘Sprangclcan’ on March 5th. will be very necessary.

3_. 0.1?.
ADWESS LIST.

Please will members inform the Editor of any errors in.
tthe address list which is being circulated.

- ,‘‘_‘‘ ‘“.‘ .



MEET PROGRAMME.
ThEri7 asth./a9th. MENDIP — G. B. Cave (Sate)

Lamb Leer (Sun.)
Feb. lBth./l9th. MENDIP — Swildon’s Hole I — II (Sat.)
March 4th.,/Sth. MENDIP - ANNUAL GENERiC1 IqIIEETDIG AND DINNER

Longwood/August System “Operationi
Springclean.’ (Bun.)

COMMITTEE.
Secretary — Brian Mee, 88 Seaton Gdns., Ruislip Manor, Middx,

Tel, 757 3485.
Treasurer — Tony Fitagibboti, a65 Eastcote Rd.,. Ruislip, Middx,
Meet Secretary — Tony Knibbs, a Rectory Lane, Byfleet. Surrey,
Cottage Warden. — Pat Walsh, 18 ~cford Rd. North, Ohiswick, W.Lj.
Tacklemaster — Pete Gorard~ 11 Lebanon Park, Twickenham, Middx•

Tel. POP 6057.
Recorder — Pete. Mathews, 155 Radcliffe. Way, Northolt, Middx,
Editor — Joan Robinson. Tel~ POP 7~937.

Printed and Publithed by J.C.Robinson, 68 Cole Park Road, Twickertham
Middx.

. . . . . . . . . .Tpar ti.eve.

NOMINATIONS FOR 1967 OFFICERS:—

SECRETIVRI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
mfll? QTTP1?P ..... a..
MEET SECRETA~
COTTAGE WPJ?DEN
EDITOR
LIBRARIAN
TAOKLEMA.STER

ASSISTANT EDITOR
AUDITOR
AUDITOR

Signature of proposer,...

Full members wishing to put forward nominations for any of the
above posts should use this fomn and return it to the Hon. Sec.
by February 16th..
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.M~DIP CAV~G GROUP.

MEET ~OGRAJAME 1967.

January 7th./8th. MENDIP — Eastwater Swallet (Sat).

January 2Bth,/29th. MENDIP — G.3. Cave çs0t.).
Lamb Leer cSun.,i.

February 18th0/l9th. MM~DIP — Swildon’s Hole I — II (Sat.).

March 4th,/5t:’~. MENDIP — Longwoo~/August System
“Operat ion Springelean” •( aim.)

AIIIfflAL GENERAL MEETING AND DIRNER.
EASTER.
Moflh 24th/27th. DEVON - Buckfastl~igh àrèa. Reed’s Cave,

Baker~ Pit, Pridhamsleigh Caves
Visit to Pengelly C~e. Resear6h
Centre. Camping.

April 8th./9th. MENDIP — St. Cuthbert’s Swallet (5~•),

April 22nd./23~d. MENDIP — Swildon’s Hole. IV and. Vicarage
Passage (Sat.).

WHITSUTT. -

May l3th.,/15th. DERBYSHIRE — Giantts Hole, ~Tackpot (P.8).

Mmj a7th./2Bth. MENDIP - Longwoo4/Augiast System; Rescue.
Practice (Sat.).

June lOth./lith. MENDIP — Stoke Lane Slocker (Sat.)

June 24th./25th. SOUTH WALES — Penwyilt. Dan —yr— Ogof II,
O.F.D., Pwll Dwfn.. or Pwll Pant
Mawr• S.W.C.C. accommodation.

Jtly 22n~d./Aug~6th• JtJGOSLAVIA — Postojina/Lubfl~~a area.
Fourteen~-day visit travelling by
coach. Advance Bookings only.

BANK HOLIDAr.
A~st a6th./a8th, YORKSHIRE — Notts Pot, Gingling Hole

(Fountains Fell). Camping at
Newby Cotes.

September lEth./l7th.MENDIP — Swildon’s I — IV or Longwood/
August System.

September 3Oth./Oct. -I st. MENDIP - HALF YEARLY GENERAL MEETING.

7



October 2lst/22nd. M~IDIP — St. Outhbert’s Swallet (Sat.).

November llth./1.2th. SOUTH WALES. — Penwyilt. Tunnel Cave,
Dm1 yr— Ogof II, Llyga& Llwchwr.

N - . S.W.C. C. accommodation.

December 2nd,/3rd. M~TDIP — G.B~ Cave (Sat.).
Lamb Leer (Sun.).

NOTES. All persons visiting caves i.n the Oharterhouse area
(this includes Blackmoor Swallet) must be in possession of
a Chart~’housQ qaving Cozmnittee Permit. These may be obtained
from the Hon.. Meet Secretary.

fl~ioP Notice woulöj be a :preciated from ~rsons wishing to
attend meets in areas other than Mendip, and rescue practices on
Mendip ..

20th. December 1966.

Tony Knibbs
Hon. Meet Secret~’y.
2 Rectory Lane,
Bytleet,
Surrey.
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