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MARCH,
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The nechng as held at the cottage on March Lth at
TTLATL W Robhis Charnock and apologies for absence
Walsh and Mike Brace, The
cre read and accepted,

m;nutus hf the lagt meeting w

Report (Brian Mee) -
. Nomub;sh.g; break down of msmb@rsblp
e : 28 full nenbers
21 VPODutIOﬂury members
_9-assceciate members
‘ JB ‘total membership.

‘for the cottage'we now pay . 11gns pa, This may. well be

ctes)
Tedmeed o Sgns_on the grounds that.we are a scientific body. .
The Yeoungs are leaviag Lovev Ferm and the new tenants will
;ad.rrght of access to’ Longnood “uﬂuot written into the lease,
ze asuror's Report, (Tony Fltzclbbqn)

~

" Astatement of accounts was chulated. In the cottage
and a total
@;nted ‘out that

(so pay up).

"It was-
somc SUbSCflUthHS had not yet. been pald

ony Knlbbs)
Weots nave gone well and have been well attended. Brian
Hilman has touxen over the Yugoslavia meet and bookings are

TEHPLY. complete. Tne parby nurbers 20 and there 1s still room
" fOi"‘ uflOt]."("‘" 3, -

&Tﬁcklemaster s Renort (Peter Goddard) : '
Lol T Replacemont of the ¢ld 12in Ladder- has not: been started

but is in good condition and cun be ket for'a little while

" lonpger, ‘Tony Knivbs suggested that  some knobbly Dogs be made.
-Tmnhle is- beln%tabuael, It is not the Tacklemasters Jjob to

----- zan tackle after: use, Ladders should bo washed and wound. co-
T“‘“uly befor being pat awav, Dam: go has becn noted from this

QE CE. TACH IL IS NELDED

Baitor's Rpgort (Joan Rohinson )

The Joi wnal hos voow been puullshed and evcnyone

'”hould help sell. it, Wewsletters are being distribbted at the

end of each month 1412 in ail, 6l %o mcmLcrs, 28 on exchange
ond 15 or s to pros:ective members. ervas- total sales
n.vu bce £25 i “he SUTYVey. cup: soard is now complete
e- ¢ach weekeonds  Joan remindéd us of
e everyone will contznue to
write stuff: for the next euﬁtOf..Tgm“-~,,‘ coRa




were all too common in the cottage. Brian Mce replied by saying

Cottage Warden's Report. (Pat- Walsh, absent)

No report. The chairman observed that the hard

- work.put in by Pat in thc building oi the cottage speaks for
itself,

Recorder’s Report (Peter Mathews)
A5 yot to work has been done on the Index. Most of

'~ the worik hos becn dome on reviewing exchanges with cher
“elubs. There has beow ne res:cnse to the appezls for binding

materials and these will now heve to be purchased. It is not
proposed to publish a library list since some of thex 11brary -
w111 always be resident anondon. Peter felt that inguires

caling with the 1library could be best delt with by asking him, ;;)

Amendment to the Constitution and Rules
Malcolm Cotter said that lately Jeople had been joining
the club without anyone knowing who thcey were, He proposed that
People applying for probationary membership should have their
names and &ddresses, Postecd on the notice board for one month
and alsc in the current edition of the newsletter,
It was pointed out that only threc people had jJoined '
the club in the last six months. Peter Munt said that
probationary membership was so that people could be introduced

~to the c¢lub and.mlght not be well known untilX full membership

was granted, Brian Mee: proposed the following amendment to the
Bonstitution and Rules section 3B 'whose names have already
been published as prospective members in the newsletter. The
amendmert was gupch :

Othor BUStncqs ,
Malcolm Ootter sald that singing and bad language <:)

tliat the committce was fully aware of the position and that
discrete action was usually teken. The meeting agrecd that -

rowdy behaviour and the use of foul words should nelther be :
-encouraged or condoned. :
4

Mike Nightingale felt that people using the gink at
the same time for cooking and washing was a bad thing. It was
decided that altcernative washing facilities would be provided
if atall possible, '
The caving trip board is not being used in the correct

 fashion, Times of exit and destination are not being kept to.

This is important as this practice will lead to disregard
ffor the hoard. For overnight trips parties should elther make
arrangements for their activities to be noted or confine
their activities to trivial expeditions.

Election of Officers | é

Secretary = . Brian Mee = defeated MWMalcolm Cotters
Editor Mike Brace defeated Arthur Spain,

Tackle Master Greg Smith Befeated Toxy IngolZl,
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Meet Secretary ; Tony Knibbs. ” 
Cottage Warden; ‘Peter. Goddard,. =
Assistant: EdltOEw Tony Knibbs (non commlttee)

Membcren_p The folloW1ng people were made full members of
£i6 cliub in Fobruary'—
Dave Harnkin —13& St. James Road, Wetford, Herts
Greg Smlth = 132 Hagdon Lane, ?atford, Herts..

”’]-nnnmber of people have exp“esscd 1nterest in joining .
the group and their names are listed below in. accordance.

- with the. emendment to-the Constitution and Rules whlch wae .
ezpassed at, the, Annual Genc*ae MeCtlngf ’

Tony Bhchan Colin Carson '~

John Maxwell | Dave Bacon
Clive Newing _ Ron Margetts - - DEl e
. -John Mugridge - Bridget HMoberly - e e
i Geoff ‘Filton j;gi»Glen.Jones PRI
. Kevin Mellon -+ " Don Pickrell -
.: Richard Peat  -Peter. Jonson ,
el John.HooK;ns .ﬁ_f;;Steve Smith. .. LT L
””f“"“‘Boq ~-~:.fv “Steve -Hogan: v - v .u+eu3v‘u$éj

; B wi%“q .y _ﬂ'Ken.Newcomb
Brlun Hammond o ) _ _

SURVEYS

~JO.ar Roblnson ig-stillk respon31ble for the

sa@l%G“lbutlon.Of cave . surveys, and;a: comprehon51ve selection ..

~ip. a life-assurance  policy. That- company

‘available, They .can be obtained on. ‘Thursday evenlngs at the

iRngal Oak, Brentford, and at. weckends at the. cottage.ﬂ_-

IRSURANGE - il i '

Several people have asked me where Imanaged to find
e company who would inelydercgving and.its associate risks
-s;the TLegal and
General Assurance Soclety Ltd., Temple Court 1 Quecn Vlctoria
Streety. London:E.C.L4.
ST Policies vary~wlth clrcumstances but mlne worked out
to. about £/ a year extra,: whlch Ithought: was.- qulte good.,m,.
After. ten years .this extra is- flnlSth w1th and . the pranunn
isas normal; T expect the comnerv think that: ten years would

- sce..the. finish: of such- dangerousr activ1tL~b.9 Ny business was

conducted. through & friend of:mine Who is-an. employee of . the
company.. and fuldy . qua14f166 Ifound him most helpful personally

"f"”,f,ﬂr““U"B Hunter, A.G.L.I;;Insurance Consultent,
T ”“w‘*R éel;eé{” P T i S
SIS uz Roseacre Lane, .
Bearsted

Maidstone, Kent y

. N i
5 ar_ .’ A..—--.;.__:!Ql 21:




WRRTIN, S aive seldeilal g s i

YUGOSLAVIA.:. ...

‘3Ust a gentle remlnder that the initial £5 deposit
from each member of the party is requircd by the end of
March, Please' pay Brian Hiliman who is in charge of the
orraogomcnts. His adress for those who do not know is:-

‘ 2iy Kidderminster Rd,, West Croydon, Surrey.
_ Tel, Croydon 8513,

BHE ANUNUAL DINNER

The Group annual dinner was held this ycar at the
Gharterhouse Country Club, and it was supported by about 60
people. Mig proposed a toast to the guests and the reply was
given by John Ball of Axbridge. The dinner was highly successful &D
and we finally left at about 12,30 a.m. and made the hazardouse
trek back to the cottage, . J.C.R.

EYPOSURE & SURVIVAL '

A one day symposium on Exposure and Surv1va1 has been
organlsed by the C,C.P.R. to be held at Loughborough University
on Sunday, April § from 410 a.,m.: to 5p.m. All aspects of accidental
hypothermis ( the effect of cold on the body) of interest to
cavers, walkers, climbers and campers will be discussed by medical
and reseue..exBerts,, Dr, OllverLloyd is one of the speakers,

COST £1, - Further details from Pedro - applications
close on March.34. .. .. . . T

COOPERS HOLE, 12th March
. The largest digging party for sometime. assembled at
. Coopers Hole, they included Robby, Arthur Cox, 0Olly, Bob Knott,
~and myself. Half the time was spent clearing the railway line ;:)
of silty and the rest a collapse of debris from the bottom of A
the stalrway rift. This had come from the wall and consisted of
angular blocks cemented by soft tufa.

Malcolm Cotter

EASTWATER S mLLLT Sundayi 26th. Feba.

; A gentlemanly trip via the Twmn Vertleal rout w1th some
T people new to Eastwater, ‘
We went across into Harrls Passage - and Whllst the
e others ‘explored Ifeld Seérieg I declde to have a look at Phil
7+ Davies' modification to- thé- Doljshin.Pot route. It now avoids
‘tHe Bold Step and.may be difficult to find from the bottom,
- but if descending it is easily found by going down the 30ft,
- - piteh and tnen,eontlnulng to- theﬁhlgheut point of the boulder
-y floor where a2 low crawl leads ifto. Harris' Pessage.

: g Having arrived at the bottom of the piteh I declded

it could b climbed; . after liping the rest of the party up,

o). and aseendlng Dolghln.Pot 1tse1f we reached the Cross-roads.
‘Nhonly to. discover. that all our tackle, including a bag containing
efoodNﬁhd.epare,carblde, ‘was on the Twin Verticaz route., Ileft

the others.4éMliecd thé prospect.of recovering the taecklel.




ATS

S TTDONS HOLE. Monday. o Z2f bl Febe . 0 oo

AT Nike Boony-on.a flying re ppearance in Mendip with :

some’ eight Norihern hard cases, was. making a.big push’on Sump 12.
S el e was Fervied into the cave on Saturday, Sunday was rest day,

and riy went undergrourd early on Nonday, i.e, gbout 10.30 a,

el D

wwiet .- MonGoy wes a day of hard rain and when Phil Romford and
T met at ¥e30 Polls W& wWere worried about possible flood. We

changed and were at the cave entrance by 9,00 Daley surprised

to-find a.very low stresm. BEob Crailg remained as surface watchdog,
;¢ e We reached .sump 2 by 9.45eDeMm., tnen had a tedious wait (during

which lewd crudc songs were sung to maintain spirits) untill

exactly: mianight. when Harry Frakes erupted from Sump 2.-Gas

sup 1188 wel'é running very short and cylinders with air remaining

Q in them were having to be ferried back and forhh between ,-

2 and 3. We made a couple of trips betweern.sumps 2 and 1

s carrying oub-kit, then struggling from Sump- 1. to . the surface
with approximately two ‘packs. and two" cylinders ‘per man, All

: .gear, -except one. cylinder mislaid on the way, ‘was removed from

©.- the gave by 3,00 a.m,

S Tdidget, to work on Tuesdayel., ot o o
< iin: ;e Although -I have not been gble to “falk much with Mike
..ebout -his progress, there were burblings of the possib ility
-+ of-an-air space having peen sightéd just os their ‘gas supplies
.. .rwere getting low, The.whole party, of whom ‘about five reached
Swildons Twelve, were highly impressed by the trip and eager

for a second.bashe ., . . LS oo
SRV grme e el ot erooaen L ton . -Fred Davies -

DAL T

POTNTMENT. IN LONG HOLE = . . ° 0 oo o0
. This sStory.bopins on the 4st of August 1954 when'a number:

L DISAP

cwofithe M.C.G were carefully looking at _some’ of the caves'in
- Cheddar @orge, including  the. Long Hole: Wé found a narrow chimney
":) c~.glegse.to-the climb ilto the up.er passsage-of this-cave-and ‘
followed 1t. After a climb cf',abcpuff,""25'.f_t’-thé;""tube arched over
- and& plunged m¥xr downwards for sbout 8ft. This formed really ‘
- .. the best example of a’sihon tube that T can -think of. One could
¢ not:see clearly what happened at the bottom but a' passage .
v gppearcd to lead offf. It .was not possible, to  turn round and
- po-in feet-first and due to its tightness a-retreat without
I ¢ +tackle-may have been impossible., So the matter hadto rest,
omots in:my mind however,and I always intended to return-with
“backles: oo R T A
T fn thel1th of Mareh 67 an occasion srose when:-due %o

the-h.G.M.: 8 long.trip codld fot be undertakcn and there were
geveral interested membérs who had not secn thé Long Hole,
. Curparty . consisted of Norma, Bob Knott, Greg ‘Smith,  Mike
- .Nightingale and Nyself, After looking over the rest of ~the
cioeave we -decided to attempt the chimney. When I arrived &t the
. .top:.Ifound that.there was less room than T thoughtes AS ‘someone
« .- had already volunteered Grég to have & go, I moved from the
aperture to.allow his access to the tube; I attached a life
line~to his waist lenghh and watched his boots-disappear dowh
the toba. e _



- I have tackled.  ~ . —

A little way in Greg reported that the passage' although.
. tight had every indication of -virgin cave, At this point
he suggested that someone join him, so over. the bend I

went and plunged donwards to a dead stop. I remalned in this
upside down yoga pose uniill I replaced my knife with a
carbide lamp. Befor I reached Greg he haed reported some init-
ials and a date, 19573 . A very narrow bedding plane lead. on,
but proved too tight f£dr us to iellow, X

, With help from the peopic &bove we.made our return
safely, So ended one of the most giffieult pleces of exploration

Malcomb Cotter

0

DUSTMEN FOR A DAY . L A : '

L The morning.after the night of the A.G.M, dinner and
drinking session at which I am told we had a very enjoyable
time, I was conned into talking as many  people as possible into
going down Longwood for the annual spring ~clean. After about

2 hrse. fifteen unwilling woluntcers were persuaded that they

wanted tqQ spend Sunday being unpaid dustmen, only one membcr

of the committee feolt it necessary to support this venture.

On reaching said hole we guickly changed and made our

 way to the main chamber carrying sacks and scrubbing brushes.

There was a lot of water coming down the "Shower bath" and
down the climb into the main chamber, On reaching the main
chamber a small party was Immediatly dispatched down Fault Pitch
to clean the downstream section. Four of us started clearing the
main chamber whilst awaiting the others who, when they arrived,
volunteered to tackle the upstream section of August then to
go downstream to give the first party a hand. The first party
however came out and joined up with us in the main chambery

_ We proceded out heavily laden with some metal poles C)
and tripods also some usléss-telephone wire which has been
lying around in August for several yeorss On the way.out we

" collected rubbish as we went including some 30ft of heavy power

cable. After much hard work hauling sacks up the entrance pitech
we surfaced after at least 5 hrs leoving the other party still
eclearing the downstream section. The rubbish removed amounted to
six sack fulls, ineluding 4O £t of piping, 200 ft of assorted
wire, one tin of sardines (Eaten by Greg Smith), one wearable
pair of,trouseﬁs_(appropriated by the taqklemaster), soggy fag
ends dried and,smoked by Simon, meny batteries, sweet papers
and other cave rubbish, An attempt was made to remove .the
spent carbide., Although much of the carbide near running
water was scrubbed away, carbide in the drier parts of the cave
was extremely difficult to remove and will require ‘another
expedition armed with buckets and spades in sddition to scrubbing

‘brushes., I therefore muggest that all those eommittee. members

who were not able to make it last time might go~down in the
near future and remove all the remaining spent carbide,
| | S Brian Hilman .
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MEET PROGRAMME.

April 8th,/9th. MENDIP - St, Cuthbert's Swallet (Sat,).
April 2:znd, /23wl Eﬁ???ﬁﬂmff??lggi!a A312,1IV and Vicarage
Whitsun “

May 13th./15th, PEPBYEEES o~ Sisniis Hole, Jackpot (P.8).
COMMITTIER

Secretary —~ Brian Mee, 88 Seaton Gardens, Ruislip Manor, Midax,
Treasurer — Tony Fitzgibbon, 265 Eastcote Rd., Ruislip, Middx.
Meet Secretary - Tony Knibbs, 2 Rectory Lane, Byfleet, Surrey,
Cottage Warden- Pete Goddard, 11 Lebanon Perk,Twickenham, Middx,
Tacklemaster -~ Greg Smith - 131 Hagdon Lane, Watford, Herts,
Editor - Mike Brace, 8 Foxfield Close, Northwood, Midax.

Printed and published by M.D.brace, 8 Foxfield @lose, Northwood,
Midadx,






