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heJi~ at r•The RJ7EL Unt~r Ti~txisiirçr 2~a.~r Lttti ab 8O30 P.111.
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~ Srn:~~L~:? ≥~. Thc.~~’ J ,‘ t ~1 \~tJ fl~’~ yet”. H~re one
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F’ustroi%on, ~ Try £oi].owin3 5f-~ 21n. of Greg Smith around
t~ie 5x~t ~-4- I~Ig~ pas;:3~ges in Godc~tona MiraCa

BiRJ~uKTh.. A shop b. mterai~-~u Cou:-’t Rd~ is selling cx. miners
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Nos. 90—97 0:~t, C~ T’:~’~~ hE.)
(90) ~;htt~i, M&ncLq. ‘~zm. i~ine( a) (S.Oornwall), Ia Search of



(91) ~iiffords Cave(s), Thinker’s Hole(s).
Reed’s Gave; — Lower Sdr ics(s), The Dchstein Caves

t., L’LA a
1 D~~r~j~g ftc~r’it.ies in. De~ro-l.

\H) .tj:L~’:.b :.t ~

ser~.eo cF~c~. ‘The ~1;ior C~ves. of
Devon iJ~’D:~fl tine to t Vt; .‘~i~2bi Ings from
tile or CJ~Tl?L U? ‘1~~

LTJC.G. Jb’~rn~.I. NbO
- Jxsclii~tes ExpDdSt:tcn 1:o TtrI:~r (-i9~65) and prospects of

digging. ii~to Swildon a Seve~. ( the d~flg1JL5 sites mentioned are
Men Series, bypassing, Sw:p ~3i:r~ Sha:t~;et~ Uh~.nher mn Pirate
Chamber),

‘Old Mendip’Companion.
A:oew piece of equipment for armcheir covers entitled

‘The F~ ~c”,r oe ‘Iend~p Ca~:c≤t ~ ry Pin ~ ~ iyifl tje

out scone It will be ~ c~o~Tk~1Ion ~o:.~me to ‘CLI ~5fl~jp~ by Robini
Atthil23 cy th~ rnnie gc~blis~i~i.r’z David. snc~ Gh~rles (hiacdcnaldj.

000 Newsletter Tileb ~E?
c~;ULafts am account of the recent fatality in

Carlswalk (icvoi:U,
P&te M~thewz

MARRIAGE
Waru~e~t co~gratu].~tion.sfrc~ the Group to James and Ann

Gibb on th.e~ :cta-:i~i~e ai 3t,.tt.J~cw~. *-t.or2an Church on the
First ox’ ij.C1J,

REVrEW. ~MLflIP CAVEP’ APRIL~
—— The April edi.ticn of the ‘Mondip Caver’ devotes a
page to the discovery of’ the extensi:~u to Bridge Cave by the
UESR members at the beggining of’ the yenr, and a sketch plan —.

of the system is included. An upoer dry entrance has bean
discovered, which en~bles non—divers to sac the cave, and there
are possibilities that Town Drain may also connect, It shouldbe
noted that the upper entrance is liable to very sudden flooding.

903ft of new cave has bean cliscverad recently by inernbe—
x’s àf Severn Valley Cay ing Club. ‘AIcich may be the reason we do not.
see them much on. Mendin these dsys. The new cave a low, tight one

— is in tIle HepE;te VaJ.ley,
The ‘Men~ip ONver’ also gives progress reports om a

number of digs and Dew otac~overtea on 2Lendip, one of them being
a snail chanoerin Swildon~e high jçjjt}~ wall opposite the 2Qft
)itch.

J.C,R,

~Qfl (A drunken Malcomb) “I still have r~ laugh! happen
to be more tight than any of the peo2le imiye”,



PHOTOFLASH SLAVE UNIT
Multiple flash techneq,ues~are psüally-perforniea

instantaneously h~ connecting up flash guns with lengths at
cable or h~ ~O~@2i flash’ during which one runs around in
com)lete Jarknc~s.rireing off. flash hujlba~ The first of these;
is u~’:e ~L,c ~ ~i’ to say rarely ~cr’ ‘D, ~≥Lllpt the second.

can be r~j:a1? dnn~.r?yus,
C..-~ )t~ fl~ lOt ‘9 1~C /1 t1e Psslstance of

a photoflash sl~:ve ;mit~, This is a smal] electronic device
capablc~ of hein~x, attacimJ to the fLas1i gun, The unit ~Jill fire
the flash gui~ orJy v.’b~n. it Is triggered by a fast rise time
light source i.e~. a flash~ Since the device is unaffected b~
high levels of anthient illuxainbtion(e-qen,. daylight) fife and.
carbide lamps may saf&y left on ~ho ~hcle time. The flash used
to trigger the unit is usua].ly mounted near the eamerato ~tith
it is also synchronised. Titus all the modified flash guns
tfl also be synahr0nised to the camera and will fire. when the
shutter is released

Full details for making a battery powered p.1’. slave
‘unit are given in the: March edition of Practical Electronics.
Not only will Peter Mathews lend you the magazine but will
also let youi ha’we a circuit fox! a IPMt version. that doesent
need a battery’. .

Peter Mathews
DZVt21~ Easter 1967~

A small group, eleven in an, spent Easter camped in
an orchard at Buckfastleigh. Robh.ie :and~ Pan Charnock were
already ilL residence ‘ten Pete and I aflived early an Thursday
evezüng, and we awoke oPP~ iday morning to find that we had been
joined by’ Pete and John Virgu and Roger Wallingto-:x, Barrie
Milner, Derek Aiwood and two friends ar±ived later0

Robbie and Pa~m phowed us around the Pengelly Cave
Research Centre on F’j~ay, and proviclert a bour of joint Mitnor
Cave, the paleontolog~rol ‘show cavet ~ro’3ared under the
direction of Dr. Sutcl~fte. The ~ciq~ hps L~SYj excavated to

Q show the different strata containing bone’2 of eleph9nt, waltand deer amongst others, a small artif2c,al tank hou,ed a
colony of the blind, almost transparent ca”c dwell ig shrimp,
N~phargus. Although the centre has 9)ent r L;reat deal of
money en modernising the museum bull:L9F il “rc ~A only one
display at present completed (on Cplo 1.t.M. Pn?~nntctfccb’) k rather
disappointing effort as the Pengell~c Oo~~tre hab beer~ in
axistance for over three years~

SrThrday was used by most ~ooplo cc a g~rieraily
lazy day, b’.t our Slough Contingent ~~e:~t.ock a strer:jous trip
3w-n A.. ton ‘ c c~ivo• t~e visited t ~ I ‘~r s C ±~ .~,a ~ne
e~cfl’flg “so~ 1.0 meet up ‘e~th o~ :<‘~ L? Th’ VJ’CL’ Dave,
you understahdY*Hb.wev.erwe.Hsaw no ~-~4’;;t ‘of ot.:acr-caveôs, and on
a visit to DSS ileadçuarters lata~ th’~t &;vening we ‘were told that
there would not after all be a trip dov~n. Peed’s for us leaders
appeared not to be available for the Easter ~7eekend



8o Sunday seven of us bet off for B~cer’s Pit with
Pete Jc~Z~n d ?2$ Leader. ~q0 took the obvious route a~onr r’ae

ma±n oh~cber where there was a great preponderance of mud
coating the rocks and formations. A certain amount of grctti.n~
about down odd holes resulted in us reaching an old byc~ole
~hich I had remembered from a previous visit. Turn left at the
bike”~Isaid~ We did., and after a hundred feet or so of~riggling
along a small muddy passage contpining unavoidable pools,
arrived at a largish chamber, The trouble was , the Cha:r~;er was r—
eached via a 2Oft.9 drop and wc h~d rho tackle, The long •~r~’~;! had
been of no avail, arid my d1rcot1uL~~ were never agaiv .~-~cde.
Although Bakex~’s Pit is extreme].:’ muddy, a little careful searchi—
ng ~eveals some rather ploa~ert fu:t~ptions 1st amal]. grottoc’~
whichsre inaccessible to cavers~ Or!e celcite ~c~ccac~.e~ sn.cv~ed
rhonb~hedroI crystal faces ~J’cz’ ~ej’e ‘9~se& ~Prl ~v V t,~,h1~ellS —m
in hls~Pen~eily LAssociation lecture0 The Crysi;eI i~Jag~ç
altflDu~t ALiddy, nevertrscloss &iceed exatn Ju~ of pccl c—jst~ll~zat—
LOU of caJette and thc beggi—±~s of goir ±oriattcn0 tfl ~‘

or.ginal stnte this mist ha~ e beer- a very be~ ~ ifJ Pfl”SE~~
On Mordny the Iwee~- broke up, and w~ j’n.ned the irroigs

of mctoristr~ fightThg thefr way towards Lo~tdnn~

YORKShIRE 25th March. Calf Holes,
Lave Ti2.jl u~ve Hankm Ron Margdtts and myself

walked deja to the entrance and ~aded upstrc.31n the 7u~rd~ of
passage into ~ro;gill Cave, Orr :~Lt was CJCf ~Eoles ~aieL had
to be laddered. first. Before. ch&rzgthg we had Ins iectei the exit
and had been assured by a survey pvrty. coming out that the water
was only two feet dee?, Although thundering down the ~2traflCe,..

:Vthilst looking for a passage to bypass a waterall that
now confronted us, Dave Hill became covered in soa’y fcwmde.osit—
edby~ an earlier flood. Quite an.improvement Later~boing stumped
for theway on in an area of small stream passages. fed.up, we.. sat
down. From here I noticed the way on which though tight led us to.:
a wide low bedding c.’láne and into the Calf Holes system. . ..

Re—joining the stream we followed it until it sfllt into two;
the right hand section soon sumped but the left hand one turned
into a la±’ge passage. This streatched for about lOOyds untill we
came to ~he.bottom of the ladders We climbed it and walked back
to the “an Ia a strong gale and sow on the ground threaU..ning to
return, soon.

Dave Bce. on

QIJOTEWSG Bulletin ... . “So where does ~hedar receive
its water from?”.



ST~CUTHBERTflALLET8t4~pr i].
Saturda~j morning saw a large group of MCG at the

Belfry eagerly awaiting tc descend St. Cuthberts0 We split
:bto tire ~:EtrtIeS and pr~)cecded don the cave via the Old
reet. crossing to the ~~;ater chure, where Simon s-:jcceeded. in
dre;nching sevoraL of the party by damning the stream then
allowinp the water to shower all over the unfortunate
vjc-n:un as. he nesrect the tottcm,

We followed the mr~in stream passage to the Rabbit
Warren9 reachingPlgntation Junction via some very nice
l~tr±e passages, Passing througn G-cur Halt we reached the
dtck, where enthu slast a went on to the sump,

We returned via Cerberus s~ries, Curtain Ohs mber
and the Cascade. All were well satisfied with an excellent
trip except, perhaps, Simon who produced four soggy torn bank
notes from his overalls after the tn ~. However they were
quite usable for the drinkingseesioh•that evening, The
Outhberts survey by the way is nearing completion -

J000ft already surveyed,
Richard Peat

ThE ivJm’TD±P CAVE REGISTRY
• Most cavers on Mendi have heond of the Mendip
Cave Registry, and quite a few of them have made some very
valuable contributions towards it over the past ten yearn.
but how many know how to avail themselves of the information
the Registers provide?

In this article I ho~e to shed a little light on
• the workings of the Registry and the Registers.

On the 25th May 1956 the Executive Committee of
the Mendip Cave Registry was formed0 This Committee corn ~rised
of eight peo le, fiv~ of them were Registrars vthose job it was:3 to got the ~nformat:.on for tfle registers, The otner three were
administrative, that is Chairman, Secretafl and Treasurer.
Inootoher, 1962, however the Executive Committee was increased
to. lb members of whome 1L~ were Registrars. This increase ens—
bledthe preparation of the Registers for the Libraries to
progrcss rra~oh more ra~±dl-~, and by October 1963 the first two
conies were reac’oj to take their place in the Bristol Central
Li1rar~r end Wells Library. A ithi~’ 1 copy was kept by the Secretary

both to answer postal inquires and so that it could be kept
~ to date and atchpnged every three months for onr of the
library roJesq The copy removed from the library, could then be

and exchanged for the copy in the other library; in
this way the Registers could be kept u tO date without the
ltbrarEjs being kept short of a copy~,

The rlaàing of the rep:isters at Bristol and Wells
did not mean the end of the work for, the Registry, far from
it, The E~ccutive Committee iinmeetatly began investigating
voi~.ouso methods of re reducing the Register at an economical
price so that it could be offered to interested bodies.



Eventually it was decided to use the Rank Xerox method of
copying~ and tile work of bringing the Secretary’s copy up to
~ote began, This entailed revising the existing pages, reading
club publications and ersona]. caving lots and diaries, as well
as the field ~;ork of checking various sites of caving and
spe]~:ool Dgieti]Z ~ntero~t,. Work Progressed steadily for the
next three years, and in June 196b, over two hundred registry
sheets were Xeroxed and made into six new copies of the register

Two of these copies have been sold, complete with binders
to the Bristol CentraL Reference Library and the gomerset
County Library0 The Cave Research Group and the Somerset
Archaeological and Natural History Society have also purchased
copies.

The RegistErs are based on the Ordnance Survey 2+’ to
the mile maps. Each sheet fo~is a division of the register.
The maps are filed in ascending numerical order with the quarter
sheets laced in the order SW, 19W, SE and NE. The relevant
information on caves e~.cis~sheets and these
are filed following the quarter sheets on which they appear.
The Type of information given on the sheets is:—

(a) Type of site; e.g. Cave, Swallet, Depression otc.
(h) Grid rtference — to eight figures (io meters) if

~ t5o~.sible.
(c) All knowu nathes, if any.
(d’~ Owner and tenant of land.
(e5 Restrictions on access.
(f) Brief notes on the cave,
(g) ReferenceA in books etc, of scientific or historical

interest0
(h)Details of any survey(s) available,

The brief notes only include a full description of the site if
this is not available in a readily accessable book such as
Barrington’s “Caves of Mendip”. It is not intended that the D
register should be an enlarged fonn of this book hut that it
should give information not readily obtainable els~here, refrenees
to the more readily available information and detailed accounts.
It iS ho;ied that, in articular, the Register will be of most
use to a person wishing to either find out what has already
been recorded about a site, or looking for a reference to
specific infonmatien on a certain cave,

The work of the Registry will never he corn leted
while caving; is carried out on Mendip and if anyone would like
to help in this work t~cy can contact. me at the Belfry most
weekends, The work, ~ I have said before, consists mainly of
litrature searching and fieldwork0 The fonner involves reading
caving books and club publications so that they can be included
on the relavrint Register sheet — a nice easy way to do your caving:
the latter consists of walking over the ground looking for sites;
more strenous than the other but a very pleasant way of spending
an afternoon or two..



Anyàne who has peráobai caving diaries containing
descriptions of original explorations, dIgs, etc is also
salted to contact the Cave Registry in o1’der that the

~-Ifformation in the diaries COLD. he recorded in the Register:
for the henifit ot other cavers0 People with these diaries
ma-~y be tnterest.ed -to know that it has been arranged for
any caving diaries or caving ~hetographs of historical
interest that are donated or bequeathed to the Registary to
be stored in the Somet2set Record. Office at Taunton0 Here they
will be readily available for reference by anycne interested,
but as no—one is allc.wed to take them aw3y there is no longer
danger of them ever being lost, Furthermore they will not

Q come under the control of any single club, which could makeit difficult for the average caver to consulttheni.’

Gordon_flllez~
1966_RE~CUES A RECORD —~

There ~~EE record number of rescues on Mendip
during the 12 months ending. January 31st, reveals the annual
report of the MRO0

Of’ the thirteen rescues~ seven were in Swildons,
two in St,Cuthberts arid, one each in Sidcot, Rodts &t,
Cuckoo Cleeves and Stoke Lanea

Slipping/falling was the biggest single cause of
accidents0 Water on Swildon’s L[Qft climb caused several call—
outs.

The report regards several of the accidents as ‘mis
fortunes hut suggests that as these can often happen, all
cavers should learn the technique of rescuing on the Swildons
4Oft pitch~

o The committee, at their meeting on May 15th, will
consider for probationary membership

David Bacon, 1LtL~ Riclunansworth road,P)atford, Herts
Peter Johnson, 2.1 Et.heidene Avenue, London n0lO.

B, M,

MEET H~OG2~MME

May l3th/lItth0 MENDIP — Longwood/aljgust System; Resque
Practice,

May 27th/29th. DE:REYSHIRE — Giant’s Hole, Jackpot (P.8).

June lOth/llth0 MENDIP — Stoke Lane Blocker (Sat),
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