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The April edition of the "ondip Caver'! devotes a

to the discovery of the extensiun to Bridge Cave by the

members at the beggining of the vesar, and a ek etch plan

cf -hp system is included. An upper d@y entrance has been

discovered, which engbles non-divers to sece the cave, and there
are possibilities that Tovn Drain may alisc connect, It shouldbe
noted that the upyer entrance is 11“u*u to very sudéen flocding,

rs of

900t of new cave has bech discovered recently by membe-

Severn Va*LcJ Caving Club, Whichk may be the reascn we do not

see them much on Mendi) these doys. The new cave a low, tight one

- i

in the WeLu,a Valley,
The 'Mendip Cever' also gives progress reports on a

number of digs and new a,ucov“rﬂes a0 Fendi p, one of them being
a Sﬂall cnamoer in Swildon's high in the wall’ crposite the 20ft

Jitch,

QUOTE (A drunken Malcomd) s..eene... “L still have my leughI happen

to be

JaG.B,

more tight then any of the pecole heve',

e




- capabla of being atisched o &

PHOTOFLASH SLAVE UNIT

o Multiple flash technegues .are usually- performed
instanteneongiy by connecting up flash guns with lengths of
cable cr b7 'ocen flash' doring which one runs around in

compleie dacwuoss. fiveing oXf. Flash bulbs. The first of these
is vnrelisbie, 3 i ay rarely vworks, shilst the second
can he rall -

canier with the assistance of _

Aosmall,
A

a photcilash slactronie device

3 e Dlash gun, The unit Vill fire
the flash gun only when it ig 1 ered by 2 fast rise time
light source 1l.e.. a flash, Since iz device is unaffected by
high levels of ambient i instion{sven daylight) nife and
carbide lamps may saf'ely 1aft on the whele time, The flash used
to trigger the unit is ususlly mounted neac the camerato which
it is also synchronised. Thus all the modified flash guns

%ill also be synchr®nised to the camera and will fire when the
shutter is released o _ ' -

- - Full details for making a battery powered p.f. slave
unit are given in the March edition of Practical Electroniecs.
Not only will Peter Mathews lend you the magazine but will

alsq let %ou:hawe a circuit fora 'PM' version that doesent

need a battery,

Peter Mathews
DEVON Easter 1967, '

A small group, eleven in all, spent Easter camped in

an orchard at Buckfastleigh, Robbie ‘and.Pam Charnock were
already in residence when Pete and I arrived early on Thursday =
evening, and we awoke on Friday morning to find that we had been
Joined by Pete and dohn Virso -nd Roger Wallingtol, Barrie '
Milner, Derek Alwood ané two friends arrived Iater,

‘ Robbie and Pzm showed us around the Pengelly Cave
Research Centre on Friday, and provided a f{our 'of doint Mitnor
Cave, the paleontolegical 'show cave' provared under the
direction. of" Dr, Suteciirfe, The cave has teen excavated to -
show the different Strata"containing,quesf“f’elephanﬁ,fwolf
ard deer amongst otherg;_a*smallfartifiéial'tank,houaed,a”
colony of the b&iﬁd}ﬁalmgéfftrsnspérqntfcaﬁ@;dwélling shrimp,
Niphargus. Although -the centre-has fyent & gheat deal of - -
money on Modernising the miséum -building, thore Is only ong
digplay at present compléted (on Calciia Foumstical. A rather
Gisappointing effort as the Pengelliy Toutre kas Leen in
exlstance for over three years: Y

-

down Alton it cave, We visited 1ihc :
evening (roisiy to meet up with cuv Tor Riad’s Cave,.

you understandj. Howsver we 'saw no -=: Crotnereavers, and on
a visit to D33 Headguarters later whnit avening we viere told that
there would not after all be & +riz 32wn Roued's for us - leaders
appeared not to be available for the Baster Weekend)




Sunday seven of us set off for Baker s Plt with
Pete quan +a.Leader., We took- -the obvious route along the
mein cheaenber wnere there was a great preponderance of mud
ecoating the vocks and formations. A certain amount of arciiing
about: down odd holes resulted in us reaching ar old bycvaic
vwhizh I had remcmbered from a previous visit, " Turn reft at the

bike" Isaid, We did, and after a hundred feet or so of =wripgzling .
along a small muddy pascsage conteining una roldable pools,

arrived at a largish chember, The irouble was , the Chamber
eached via a 20f%, drop and we hod 1o +ach¢e, The long cuvanwd nad
been of 1o - avall and my dirsctions were never again rﬂgﬂc,
Although Baker's Pit is extremneiy muddy, a little careful r:earch.:r,--

ng reveals scme rather pleasent lvaﬂf*on inoemall {“U’iﬁrb

which 'are WDaOPPS&lhle to cuvers, One coicite Sesneads' ghoved -
rhombohsdral .crystal faces wlich WETE dgser Lb@ﬂiby‘MP;fﬂ.G,Wells pe
in his‘Fengelly" ‘Associaticon laatuve, The Cryshal Fesdegs, . ' \:)

8 _
although maddy, neverthcless sacwed exam.les of nool eryetallizat-
ion of celeite and thc ¥e g~1n¢nc ci gour *oﬂma+LouojIn" 2
original state tHis must have beer d very beadtiinl. passags. .

- Cn Mon dny Ehe Meet broke up end we Jolnca th tﬂroﬂﬂﬁ ,
of mciorists fighting thelr Way towaros Tondon, ST -

YORK SEIRE ;6th"Nér h Calf Holess_ : -
" Lave. SN que Hank ir Ron Margutts and.mJDel
walkeﬁ dowil to the értrance and.waded upglrea n .the 707ds f
pagscge into PTUJELll Cave, Cur it was Cali Holes waich h R
to be laddered ©irst. Before chunging we had _ASuecteﬁ the exit -
and had besen assured.by a survey psriy coning out ik 3t,tde water
was only two feet deep, Altliough thundering down the shirance,. .

“¥Whilst looking for a passage to bypass a wateriall that -
now confronted us, Dave Hill became covered in sca'y Losin dejosit- .
edby an earlier flood, Quite an improvement)] Later,boing stumped C)
for the way on in an area of small stream passages fed up, we.sat S
down. From here I noticed the way on which though tight led us to.
s wide low bedding plane and into the Calf Holes gystem, = - :
Re-joining the stream we followed if until it spilt into two; ’
the rl&ht hand section soocn sumped but the left hand one turnad .
into & large passage, Thisz streatched for about 100yds unitill we
csme to onc.bottom of the ladder, We climhed it and walked back
to the wan in a strong goiz ard sow on the ground threataning to
return, soon, ' : '

al

Dave Bac. on

QUOTE WsG Bulletin vesessssss "So where does Chedar receive
its water from?",



STo CUTHBERTS SNALLET 8th April

Saturday mcrning saw a large group of MCG at the
B;lfry eagerly awaiting to uem,end S“,CL shberts, We split ;
into wro bDariies dri procecded down the cave VLa the 0id

PCJﬁ, rwcs ing o the watep cwaan wners Simon sveceedad in
“wenaning ssveral cf th2 periy by demming the stream then
1130w g the water to shower a1l over the unfortunate
vilehim as he nesred the hottom,

Wie followed the msin qtrea passage to the Rabbit

Viarren, rec‘1ingPlaPiﬁthoq Jsuniction via some very nice
little passages, Passing throvgh Gour Hall we reached the
dﬂck,_WLere en u“uawd%tg went o0 to the sump,

fe returned via Cerberus geries, Curtain Cha mber
and the Gascade. A1l were well satisfied with an excellent
trip except, perhaps, Simon who proauced four soggy torn bank-~

- notes from his overalls after the itri:.. However they were

guite usable for the drlnllng secsion: that evening, The
Cuthberts survey by the way is nearing completlon i
1OOOft already surveyed,

Richard Peat -

THE wENDTP CAVE RBEGISTRY -
lost cavers on Mendi have hea>d of the Mendip

Cave RegthWJ and gquite a few of them have made some very

valuable contributions towards it over the past ten years,
but how meny know hcw to avail themselves of the information
the Registers provide?

In this article I ho,e to shed a little light on
the workings of the Registry and the Registers,

On the 25th Hay 4956 ths Executive Committee of

the Mendip Cave Registry was formed, This Committee com .rised

T eighv reo:le, five of them were Registrars whose job it was
to get the information for the registers, The other three were
adrinistrative, that iLs Chairmen, Secretary and Treasurer.

‘“bﬂ tober, ﬁ0€2 however the Erecutive Commitiee was increased
Lo, 16 members of whome 14 were Registrars, Tals increase ena-
biedthe preparaticn of the Registers for the Libraries to
progress nvch more rasidly, and by Ocitcber 1963 the first two
conpies were ready o ftake their place in the Bristol r1entral
I%Lrary and Wells Library, A third cony was koou by the Secretary
, toilr to answer pestal inguires and so that it could be kept
12 %0 éate and exchanged every Lhrce'montns Tor onr of -the
Library cooies, The cony removed from the Jibrary could then be
smendad and exchangzd for tha copy in the other iibraory; in
this weoy the Iegisters could be kept u: to date without the
likrarys bc¢uw IzepT Quufb off & cooy, '

The ciacing of the re;is;ers at Bristol and Wells

did not mean the end of the wovk for, the Registry, far from
it, The EXccutive Conmittee iimmediatly began investigating
verilouse methods of re.rocucing the heg'Ster at an economical
price so- that it could be offercd to interested bodies,




Fvsntually it was decided to use the Rank Xerox method of
copving, and the work of bringing the Secretary's copy up to
date bve r*an, This entailed revising the existing pages, reading
clud prbiluat¢ons and ersonal caving logs and diaries, as well
58 the fleld work of chectiﬂg varicus sites of caoving and
sselucolanichllinterest,. Work Progressed steadlly for the
neit three years, and in June 196@, over two hundred registry
‘shoets were neroxed and made into six new copies of the register
., Two of these copies have been sold, complete with binders
to the Bristol Central. Reference U.bwﬂvy and the SBomerset
County Library. The Cave Research Greoup snd the Somerset
Archaeological and Natural History Society lave also purchased
copies., _ .
_ The Registers are based on the Ordnancc Survey 23" to .
the mile maps. Bach sheet forms a division of the register.
The maps are filed in escending numerical order with the quarter
sheets slaced in the order S¥, NW, SE and NE, The relovant
information on caves .glo_is typed on ledger sheets and these
are filed following the gquarter sheets on which they appear.
The Type of information given on the sheets is:-
Tyoe of site; e.g. Cave, Swallet, Depression cte,
(b Grid reference - to eight figures (10 meters) if
Dokaible, :
(c) A1l known names, if any,
(dg Owner and tenant of land.

Ee Restrictions on access,
£} Brief notecs on the cave, :
(g RquPGPCGS in books ete, of scientific or historical

interes

(n)Details of any survey(s) available,
" The brief nctes only inelude a full description of the site irf
this is not available in a rcadily accessable book such as
Barrington’s "Caves of Mendip'. It is not intended that the
register should be an en-arge@ form of this bcook but that it
should five information net readily obtz nable.elsﬁherc, refrences
to the meore readily available information and detailed accounts.
It is hoped that, in -articular, the Register will be of most
use to a gerson wishing o either find out what has already
been recorded sbout a site., or looking for a reference to
specific informaticn on a certaln cave,

The work of the Registry will never be comrleted
while caving ls carried out on Mendip and if anyone would like
to help in this work -taey can .contact.me at the Belfry most
weekends, The work, as I have said before, consists mainly of
litrature searching and fieldwork. The formor involves reading
caving books and ¢lub publiications so that they can be included
on the relavant Register sheeb - a nice easy way to do your caving:
the latter coasists of walking over the ground looking for sites;
more strenons than the other but a very pleasant way of spending
an afternoon or 1wo..



Anyone who has personal caving -diaries containing
descriptions of original exglowﬁttons, digs, etec 1s also
aslted to contact the Cave ch+u »y in order that the

“inrformation in thb diaries can he recorded in the Repisterf-

for the henifit cof other oﬂ"JdUC People with these dlsries
may be interested to knew thst It has been arrs ngad for

any caving diaries or caving “br%ovﬁaahs of historical
interest that are donated or beﬂbbﬁohcd to the Registary to
be stored in the Somerset Recowrd Office at Tsunton. Here they
will be readily availlable for rePeredce by anycne interested,
but as no-one is allcwed to take them swoy there is no longer
danger of them ever ‘being lost, Purd shermnore they will not
come under the control of any single club, which could make
it difficult for the average caver to consultthen.’

Gordon Tilley,

1966 RESCULS A RECORD

There was a record numher of rescues on Mendip
during the 412 months ending January 31st, reveals the annual
report of the MRO,

the thirteen rescues, seven were in Swildons,

two in St.Cuthberts and one each in Sidcot, Rod's Bot,
Cuckoo Cleeves and Stcke Lane.

81ivping/falling was the blggest single cezuse of
accidents. Water on Swildon's LOft climb caused several calle
cuts.

The report regords several of the accidents as 'mis-
fortunes but suggests that as these can often happen, all
cavers chould learn the techuligue of rescuing on the Swildons
Loft pitcha

Qeofwy Ddu
MENMBERSHIP APPLI“%TTQNS
The commsbhbee, at thoir meeting on May 15th, will

consider for propationary mempership

David Bacon, 14Lh Rickmansworth road,Watford, Herts
Peter Johnson, 21 Ltheldene Avenue, London n.10.
BoM.
MERT,_FROGRAMNE

May 13th/14th. MBENDIP - Longwood/aUgust System; Resque
Practice,

May 271h/29th. DERRYSHIRE ~ Giant's Hole, Jackpot (P.8).

June 10th/11the.  MENDIP -~ Stcke Lane Slocker (Sat).



COMMITTEE . '

Secretvary — Brian Mee, 88 Seaton Gardens, ‘Ruislip Manor, Middx
Treasurer - Tony Fitzgibbon, 265 Eastcote R4, Ruislip, Middx.

Meet Secretary — Tony Knibbs, 2 Rectory Lane, Byfleet, Surrey.
Cottage Warden - Pete Goddard, 11 Lebanon Park, Twickenham, Middx,
Tacklemaster — Greg Smith, 431 Hagdor Lane, Watford, Herts,
Recorder ~ Pete Mathews, 155 Radaliife Way, Northolt, Middx.
Editor - Mike Brace.

Printed and published by M.D.Brace, 8 Foxfield Close, Northwood,
: Middx,
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