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NE\1S & INTEP~ST

SOMEONE HAS STOLi~’T OUR LI~LThTE! So give it back,
The JEica, TE.cklemaster has ruported that 170ft of Ulstron arid~
I 26tNJ of fl7ion is missing0

&L Committee members. now.hold keys to the library cupboard at
the cottage0

Jamaica. Imperial College Caving: Club are giving a slide show
on their expedition to Jamaica, presented by Pete Livesay,
It is at the Royal School o±~ mints, Consort Rd, S0W.7. , at
6,30 Friday June 2nd in the Geology Lecture Theatre 2nd Floor.

Miscellany is the title of the next slide show by’ Malcolm
Cotter. The shoe will be held at the Royal Oak, Brentford on
Thursday June29th at &,~O,

Cuckoo Cleevesflisitora. are reminded that the cave has always
been rather shaky and that a heavy boulder fall took place
recently, Untill the concrete work in the LW. corner of the
shaft is completed particular care should be taken in this
section~ -

Wessex in. their never ending oneup campaign are planning to
visit America during ‘68.

Probationerz members who want tb be full members are remiáde~.
not to take club library hooks underground, again.

Silence Please~ Following complaints to the committee about
excessive noise after one a,m, in the cottage, the Cottage
warden has posted a notice requireing silence after 164m,
This has the support of the committee,

Speleologist, Due to it’s increased running costs each copy
of the Speleologist you buy via Brian Mee vsill cost 3/—
instead of the usual 2/6. The cost ofa subscription direct
from.•the Speleologist however is still 17/6 for six issues.

Congratulations to
Maureen and Richard Woolacott on the birth of a son,

Mathew, and
Cynthia and John Barker on the birth of a second

son Marti, Johnathom,

Welcom~to Peter Johnson and David Bacon as new probationary
members of the Group.



Rotten Ver Section

Little boy stands by the wall all alone,
I:’Iarids on stomach, gives out a loud moan,
Ur, Ea, Sp—eu—eu—eu
No cause for rebuke,
Richard Peat is Having a puke.

(anyone else got a similar type verse, all welcome.
M.D. B)

LIBRARY ADDITIONS

Wesse.x_GO Journal’No,1i1
Waterproof Zip Fasteners : notes on zips fitted on

the. ‘new’ ex. ~ goon suits0
Explosives and Cave Digs. : an introductid to use

of explosives.
Odds and Ends : notes on Perrins Rift,

Tankard Hole and Sayes Hole.

The University of Leeds Hydrological Survey Expedition to
Jamaica

Jamaica is a happy £~unnyland made of limestone and
rotten with caves. The ex4oration of these is made difficult
by heavy jungle and nasty insects; there are no venomous snakes
in Jamaica. If you enjoy other cavers travels then this account
is well worth reading.

Lane a at er H eandEaseGilltaver~~jQ~Q~
W&ve been waiting a long time for this to come out:

but CR0 have done u5 proud with this account of our finest
cave system0 Most of the publication is devoted to a well
written and lucid topographical description of the cave. Iwas
surprised to. find the ease •.iith which I was able to read
way roud the complex, of half forgotten chambers and dim
memories of passages. Long forgotten details flooded back
with a vividness that only a secon.J look could surpass (a
hint i).

The rest of the book contains an account of the
origin and develo~nent,. .~otes on the survey, a cOndensed
history of exploration and finally the survey itself,

If you doubt the quality of this production then.
just you try to get the Libraryian to part with it.

N~IRO Bulletin Voll Nos.__1&2~
This is a new Ljublicat±on frpm the MNRC and is

produced bi—monthly by Peter McNab (he’s on~ that goes caving).
The first two issues nre of fine quality: contents includes—
I~TRO digs, Drowning b>- Numb ers(sumps L1&5 Swildons),
Censorship an ~article on G.E. was banned by UBSS, Easter Grotto
(Swildons) account plus survey of the new passage leading
from the 2Oft pot, described as one of the prettiest places
in Swildons.



~ç~jon Mallet CC Journal Series 4 No 2.
Contains;—
Lundy 1966; Cavers.giiide toLundy (the longest pitch

is 260ft.)
The Paignton Zoo Caves, three caves are described,

Trovörse Closure, causes of error in surveying are discussed
especially ~‘ith regard to traverse closure. Mi appreciatiozi
of existi g metI~ods of correcting misciosures is given.

~e Mathews.

REVIEWS

Stop this bldfashionea Digg~ng 2

I have always believed that digging with a spade

was an oldfashioned way of finding caves. Kenrpsey 8.6’s
report in Australian Spel. Federation nevrsletter33(Sept
‘66 — published on time but took a long time to get here)
has convinced me. ,. . . .

“Having worked a long time on an efflux at Willi
Willi without success, the chance to hire a bulldozer was
firmly grasped. AI’ter3hrs work bare rock~was visible and an’
opening 24’ x 15’ exposed

Who’s for having anexcavator at Blackmoor

The same ne~vsletter discusfiing i~uDtrDlian cave
politics, reveals rifts and revolution down under against~
attempts to found a national body of sorts.

MendJ~-9avers Cave Elsewhere~
The December 1966 Shepton Journal (just published)

edtitorial bemoans the fact that Mendip cavers nov seem to

Q do their serious work elsewhere. Toprove it, the contentsrange from caves iii Paignton Zoo toCaves in Lundy.

Qg~fwr Ddu.

YUGOSLAVIA1967 .. . : .

Here is a list of people going:—
Pete Virgo Mike Brace Pat Walsh
John Virgo Mike Nightingale June Seath
Roger Wellington Mike Quartermain Robbie Charnock
Pete Mathews Mike Lovell Pam Charnock
Simon Night Ken Newcombe . Sheila Killingback
Brian ~itman Dave Hodby Brian Hi]saan.
Chris Fry —.

We pack Mini. Buses on thursday evening, depart London-
at 72.m. on Friday, Catch the 00.30 Boat ±~ Q~tendand then
across Belgium (remember to drive on the right) and camp the
first night at Stuttgart. The second day ~e drive across
Germany and camp onthe Yugoslavian border, completeing our



journey on the Monday morningi
Mike Brace has agreed to act as Tacklemaster for the

trip, Pam and Robbie Charnock will look after the medic~l side
and Dave Hodby the Tranceport. There will be 19 people going
out but we lose PatWalsh and June in Jugoslavia and return
with 17, unless we lOse anyone else unintentionally or gain
any women,

With—in the next month, I intend to call a meeting
of all concerened so that we can thrash out a rogramme for
the trip so that within reason everyone can say what they
would like to do,

Now to more mundane matters, there are less than 8
aeeks to go now and I want some more money from people. I
will want all the money in by ~but I would appreciate
it earlier if Possible.
HAVE YOU GOT YOUR PASSPORTS YET ?.

Brian Hilman
P.S. Ausful phrase to be learnt by all:—

“Pazi na morskog psa”.

SUMi~iER AT }~TAPP HILL
For those not so aq,uainted with Knapp Hill, it is

our No 2 dig (..,sorry .Arthur...Iforgot Coopers). It is sit
uated about half a mile up the valley that runs alongside the
A 39 and is just below the village of West Horrington. Usually
the dig is reached by following the track from the B3139. The
SwaJJet was found by Bob Knott and. Don Searle by following
the stream down to where it sinks in the Blackrock Limestone
— what ever that may be. This is the situation as shown on the
0. 8. map (ST 567371). The stream which might be found further
down the valley being due to a diversion made by diggers.

Knapp Hill is if nothing else, the prettiest dig
ott Mendip especially when seen during early summer. The valley
is liable to be a mass of primroses, bluebells or wild garlic,
according to when you go. Newcomers to the dig will at once
be bitten not somuch by enthusiasem as by nasty insects.....
thinks, a more apt name might be Gnat Hifl. Old hands (i.e.
those who take their ale along) use insect repellent -‘Mylo].’
(tots) has been found to work.

Since the initial work under the auspices of the
Gowley—Mitchell Digging Co. activity •E~~ been. rather spaEliodic.
During the past. few years the only material removed of a
summer has been the flood, debris w~sho& in during the
previous winter. This of course, gets washed in again the
next winter only to be dug out again the following surimer. The
overall progress accomplished during this cycle of’ events
being nil.

This year has seen a very good start to digging
operations. It ~should not be long befor we reach clean rock
again ~nd resume blasting. The people found lurking around
Knapp Hill this summer includes Greg, Dave Mitchell, Malcolm:,
Bob Knott~, and JoanL’i~ Special thanks to Dave Dingle and



friendQessex) for cutting back a dangerously overhanging
bank,

Pete_Mathews

1’;’ SJ~ ‘c~y in” ~ z orl±y tin HC CCC t L C era
interestedin making the pocted club trip, which solved
any possible coagestio:i problems for us0 those ~ho went were
Cohn5 Greg and Wi~ seLf0

Vie entered the cave at about 11 a~m~ and made the
familiar trip to the Blue Pencil. Onreaching the first
Trouble we sat the siphon pipe going and also bailed with a
resident plastic bucket0 The water thus low enough we ducked
under. Soon. followed another duck which we assumed was the
second trouble. Another followed and we were through to a
roomy descending passage

With the sound of the Swildonsli stream ~mbling in.
our ears we come to and descended the inclined rift into
the streamw&y. Greg was the first do~ and by mistake, like
a pendu’um ha slid into the stream ratner foster than he was
ready for. Luckily no harm was done, and after a wash in the
stream a cavers feast in sued, Using a ladder up the inclined
rift (which makes ascent here much easier) we forged on and
scan found Vicarage Pot and laddered it0 Prom here we invest
igated several continuation passages one of which ~tielded
a few fcrmations, Most howev or finished in mudOy choakes,

We all wanted to see the North West Stream passage
so leaving the tack].e behind we entered a rocky bedding plane.
After passing a small duck we came across a pitch Which
halted us0 Cohn volunteered to return for the tackle. This
gave areg and I time to find a belay and to oboerve what
must be the most impressive pitch in Swildons, Leaving a return

4- lifeline we climbed, down the pitch and along an uo.c’ard3 slo~;ing passage. Halted again at another d,;ck CoHn and I
eventually persuaded Greg to go through first. When my turn
ceme to go through I was lucky enough to have been warned
about mud entering the ears; so I stuck my fingers in them
to avoid discomfort0 An awkward passage followed which had
at one time seemed to have taken a considerable vadose stream

due to the number of potholes. This soolloped passage had
two steeLJJy descending tributaries the riecond of which Greg
went dowri.~ Slippery sides inforced the employment of a rope
to. extract him,

At this termination we returned; it took three hours
to the entrance and a total of 11 hours were spent in the cave.
The size of the party was ideal s,.ieed wise) but it was thought
that mcre food wculd hove been acceptable.

Malcolm Cotter

ORG SOUTHERN_G~DTEP.PL MEETING A~3ci/7J~
The Southern General Meet ing of the CRG was he Id



at the Pengelly Centre at Buckfastleigh, Devon. C: turday morni
ng was devoted to showing ORG members and guests over the
museum and the various botanidal and geological features of
tl5gher Kiln quarry0 Each party was also shown the demonstration-
bone site in Joint—Mitnor Cave. During the afternoon parties
wene taken into ree&6 Cavc and the diverse form0 of ca]c21~e
form~tticflS were ex~lained by Mr Sandy Wells of the Pengelly
Centro0 Tea was served by Mrs0 T1ongnan and family afherwnrds
lectures were held at 3uc1cfast1eigh~ Dr3 A0 Butcliffe s;oke
about the idea behind the Centre and Mr~B,Wôods about the
~q~QQ Ex1 edition i 1966 to J3alinlca Pit0 Dinner for forty was
held at the Golden Lion Hotel Ashburton. On Sunday parties
were again taken into Reed~ a Cave by Mr0 S.Wells, and in
adaition Dr,T)olby took a party to Durl head sea cave — a cave:
of special botanical importance and Dr0A0sutcliffe took ~Th
snottier party to Torbryart cave — a cave rich in bones • A
very successful and informative weekend was enjoyed by all.

Bobbie_Charnock

A I ITTh QEflI’iLtN~L~ EASTEg
Tuesday 28th March, our big caving day. Dave Causer

and I packed food and tackle and off to Nidderdale. ~7Je had
no luck ].ocating the tenant farmer of the land, so we went
to Go:ydon Pot, which cannot be missed0 Although the entrance
is often buried by flood debris0 A straw caught fifteen feet
up in~ the branches of overhanging trees shows quite clearly
that tal~ of flooding in this cave is not just a rumour0

Wading krieedaep at tames we followed the Main Stream
Passagefor ahout-L~.Q0 ft to a surnp, A dark dismal looking
plaee~• Returning 2-~OO ft upstream we climbed up into Gaskell T s
Passage. Via a 30 ft verticle free climb, an awicwcird 25 ft
chflmley up and finally do~m aL~5 ft],adcLer to the stream passage
beybI1t1~ the sunT0

~ooking at the rising of the river from the sump
~rq~ saw several of the fish that inhabit this cave, nearly
800 ft from the daylight0 I do not know the species, geneva,
or what have you that they represent0

Dave no~ made what to me is a new discovery, a small
passage leadiog north,i,e, back to the outer side of the
sump, opening some stc feet up in the wail, It was aitward
to enter and av~kward crawling once in butwe did not force
it to thelimit ALter 30 ft further on the depth of the water
increased untill there was only six inches of air space left.

but it went on as far as my lamp- illuminated, The water was
d&aJl colã~ .~ I have i~o where found any menticn of this passage
and it w s devo~a. of scraftohes, k~ter a quick lock at the
next dowtstream sump we returned via GaElcoll?s Passage and
Labyrinth series, ASter miss•~:~~g our way, we found o(to me)
new connuction which hcught us into the main stream passage

Cjllec ~np ‘e ~ ~eJe vs mace for aajlI;L~ fast,
aeeding beer, ccaci~ort and rest. It was snowing0

Fred Davies



OGOF_AG~ ALLWED Sat 13 t~~~nt
Pete Virgo led a party if nine consisting of

Wail, Greg, Davo Hill, Dave Hankin two guests and myself.
After lenvi!.g the key and notice of our intentions at the
oh.ec~ roiflt just inc-ide the entranca we set off ±“~r tho maini
c~niiiber0 This opening part of the cave loa5. tL~o’j~n roomy
~.,asssges tO the fir~t ho-uJ..der chc.ke~ T:CLIS bc;u*d~ choke
is for’:,3d to the mz:~n chamber by lo~ierin.;~ cnes~jTf iowa a hole
in the floor, tbrutching through a tight hlr~’ated onesage and
up a short climb wibh the asistance of a choi:i.

We storped for a while to eat a little fOod and
await Dave Hankin negotiating a tricky man~ ver, Then we
set off along the main strernn passage which continued for
about ~of a mileto the second bcu].der choke which is 60 ft
of loose boulders and rumbling, tight passage0 This took us
toKey Hole passage which like the main stream passage was
immense in cross section but it had a deep rift in the centre
of the floor. This rift had to be traversed around with the
use of a wire and then climbed do wn, We found it t: be about
30 ft deep bringing us back to the stream which we walked
along, three abrest, to N.W. Junction where we took where.
tuwE:Sgclc the right turning to Turkey Pool, our main target.
Uffortunately we took the v~rong turning do ~n Coal 0ellar
passage which only Wally and I explored to its extent, utter
feds, because it was tight and went nowhere except fort mile
into rough rock.

After this we returned to Key Hole passage where
we endnred mnã.dy sardines, sandy raisins and soggy dried
fruit and alncst tea brewed in. a carbide tin with sugar
carried in the base of a carbide lamp -- lucky escapa. after
this we left the cave after seven and a half hours ex4oration
to be met with an evening view of the Breck.on. Beacons and a

brig lit red Betting sun~
Dave Bacon

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION S
The anplicErb ons of the following for probationary

membership will be considered at the next meeting of the
comm:Lttee0

Cohn Carson, Wantage Hall, Reading, Darlington also.
I:en Newcomb, 29 Clonzael Rd, Thilhom, S0W06,

MEET ~0GRAMM

June lOth0/llth, .NIENDIP — Stoke Lane Slocker (Sat).

June 214th0/250 SOUTH WALES — Pen~rlt. Dan —yr— OgofII,
0~p~D,Pvll Dwfn or hill
Paat 1V!awr, SWOC accomra—

odation



July 22nd.,/Aug.Eth. JUGOSLAVIA - Postoj~ina/]Lubljana area•
Fourteen—day visit travel
ling by mini buses.
Advance bookings only,

Secretary — Briafl Mee, 88 Seaton Gardens, Ruislip Man.or, Middx~
Treasurer -- Tony Fitzgibbon, 265 Eastcote Rd, Ruislip, Middx.
Meet Secretary — Tony Knibbs, 2 Rectory Lane, Byfleet, Surrey.
Cottage Warden — Pete Goddard, Ii Lebanon Park, Twickenham, Middx
Tacklemaster — Greg Smith, 131 Eagdon Lane, Watford, Eerts•
Recorder — Pete Mathews, 155 Radcliffe Way, i’Tortholt, Middx.
Editor — Mike Brace0 D

POST SCRIPTUM

Herzlich 0-russ zu Felix Seizer.

Greetings to our old friend Felix Seizer from Austria who
Was our host in 1961 to our expedition to the caves of
the Salzbu.rg area, including the famous Tanta].hbflle and
HennehèShle,

Felix is visiting Great Britain this week and will
be staying at the Club Cottage on Mendip tMs Spring Holiday
weekend0

Willkommen auch zu Irene, seine fraulein,

Printed and published by M,D. Brace, 8 Foxfield Close, Xorthwood,
Middx5




