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NEWS AND INTEREST

Nsn;“_hanku

to Prian Pitman for taking ove? thealditorship
of the Newsleht

er while %he Hor., Editor failed his exams, Ed,

and hig wife have moved to:-
Farm Bcad,
Farm Estate,
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Cheap For Quantity, A 10% discount on single orders worth
ﬁ%O or more is offered by Pindisporrts. Branches at acton,
Holborn, Croydon. or mail order, The firm has recently
expanded its mountaineering business and has five climbers
on its staff.

The HonqSe reta?v Brian Mee having worn out one telephone
mumber is frcm the 16th of August getting another, which is
Ruieglip 73.85,

To confuse even more those already confused by
all f“aure numbers, the dialling code for Ruislip from
Tondon is 71, In my dialing code book the code is 4 and in
the Pinner and District directory it is 78U,

_Sex Svibol?. Male Group members who grow beards will find

ot SOﬂﬂbﬁLng to their advantage.

Mendin Mining, The Uﬂ“VSPSIty of Brictol-Extramural Society
are to run & ﬁOurse entitled 'Mendip Mining'. It is on the
weekend of October the 14/15th; dstails Hon. Sec. ‘

Want _a Cave? Fingal's Uave is up for sale at £10,000, a real
bargain. The Island of Staffa comes with it, (thinks:
suppose it has o).
Congratuletions To:—
Pat and June Walsh who were married
on Sa+U“O"" duiy 15th,

Joan Robinson and Peter Goddard,

Julie Thrift anc Teny Fitzgibbon,
on thelir twc engagemente,

nipht would like his tent back, Will the person who
has i' Teturn said ueﬂ+ to kim as soon as poasible,

Newly Fressed.The following people are welcomed to the Group
s 1U¢1 mCﬂbeﬂﬁ-m




Peter Virgo. S R R BPS L gaod

John Virgo.

Mike Lovell,

and Roger (Tol)lington,
Dance Round Pragmant Cow: Were they the Salvation Army ol
2 ,C00 vears ago¥
Those who haven't been down the caves in the Chu

~I1i mountains of Ksgakhsian, (USSR} Jlately, will be inter-
ested to know that ceprvings 2,000 years old have been
discovered there, Drawings, bhOW'a pregdant cow and ritual
dance of people carrying t mhourines,

LIBRARY ADDITIONS

Speleclogict (Vol.5 No3.). Contains the recent survey of
the ®.Y. Biream Pessoge:

Wessex CC(Journal No 112)

America '68 the expedition is open to members of
all clubs: further detcils from Don Thompson,

Jugomlavia '66, an article, mainly frow commercial
blurb. making Sull use of Of f—-get Litho which Wessex now use
for their journai (Fhotograshs and sUrveys).

g e?

Cave Divine Hazardz by 0.C.L. e -

Tesnnicar terms such as pulmonary oedema and acute
barotrsuma should be enough to put anyone off diving: three
postmortems sre also given, just to make sure,

;

Axbridee CG{Journal '€5)

E : Stone Quarries in the Corshem-Neston-Box area, The

History and ceology cf the mines are d gnribed Together with {:)
the meihcds of worlking and details of the locations (gev

june §.L.)

Banwell Pone Cave, Notes are given on the survey,
in the course of production., An 1nLo“Pst'ng and lucild account
of the archaeological work cqrrled out in Baker's Extension
is also glven,

Crawl cyCC(Quarterly Journal).
(f interest are articals on Dulcoath Adit (Cornwall),

Dali's Deli ight (a Craowler siscovery in Dan-yr-CgoT) and
Igneous Rocks{linp).
Pester Mathews

WEATHER FORCASTING D FLOOD RMIGETH: agr o

esessslS ONE 01 the topics Ffor discussion at this
years National Confecrence (organised by the British Speleol-
ogical Assdsiation). It 1s to be held in the Birmingham
University Union from September 8-11. Final bookings for meals




to BSA by September 1st, ‘
woturday and Sandays programme includes  ‘he value

' 8peleolozy in the study of human rhythwms as well as
Kingsdale, Gouflro Berger, Glanits/Oxlow, Crete and the Little
Neastin Riven Cave, aud more,
Vnnpdey if fom can stey, is planned for vwisits to -1 7
the Wentwich Colt Mines and Dudley Stoup Mines., _
Full deotails including ap:licatlon forms etc. from

Brian Y¥ee.

IT'S CILEAY IT'S DRY IT SAVES YOU OOING CAVING.....IT'S UNICUM

Yes vou need never leave the waimth and comfort
of the stove to keep fit again if you buy Unikum, sn £3.8s,
keep £it machine, %on it he coincidence that the
advertising leaflets were sent {unasked for) to the MCG
Secretary?.

Use small rug in fron%t of the unit for exercises
1 = 3 how many times cen you manage? sayes the ponphilet,

Q& e

RIVITS

2y Scientisy(July €7)

TEveres Mesmireless to Men" is the title of a
short note in the MNew Seientist. The Phenomencn of 'cave
breathing' is mzzliog because the amount of air breathed
by a cave is sgid to he often over 30 times vwhat Lts
apeoarsnt volume would indicete., Imllamulleag Cave in the
Auqtrﬂlh n Nullarbor Plain is much too small to account for
a 2 meivres per second wind wnich blows thrcugh its eatrance.
T.M. L. Wigley of 2dslaide University has sugﬁenuod that =
great quantities of air can be taken up by permeable rock
as the =zumso.hieblin precasurerices, and be given out again
fnen it fails., One ;oul expect that the hreathing of a
cave should lag appreci icbly behind the pressure v rlatlons
» becsause of the time necessary Lor the rock %o "soak up'
and’'release’ the air, The Mullemullang cave confirms

that this lag does exist. Extensive fracturing of the lime-

Oy

stone wonuld lead to more air being taken up by the rock,
Journal of CGoopbyeiczal Reserch Vol, 72 0.3199 gives more

4

cetalls »f this work,

Apticie :

Jogn Robinson

All Mmerican Pgg.

T you are buying pitons -~ Buy American is the
effect of the advice given by Dir.L.Jd.Griffin, of the
Goverrment’s H:u_cn€¢ Enginesring Laboratcry.

Of B0 pitene tested, a large gf“gGPtion of those
made in Franza, Germany , Austria, #italn and italy



were found to be " dangerously inadiguate’. iade of soft
metal they bentor broke beslow the pressure ¢laimed by the
manaufaciurers., American made pitons, sayes Drp.Griffin
himzelf = oi:mo e, may co cst betwaen 12/~ and 16/- compared
wiih Eurcpean 3/0 to 3/6 but they last thce ag long

and _are s5gz; It i3 reporited thnt a British Comvany ‘s

now worikire ta improve itz safely stoniard, T, Griffin's
do-lt-yourself piton tes is: YIf you can beﬂd it with a
hanmer, if it bes round shoulders or an el pticel eye -~
throw 2t awzy.

' he British Mountaineering founcil is attempting
to preoduce a Beritish shandard for pitons, Ite eguipment
subcommittee is alsc ltoking ab taﬂ “eoquemenig for helmits ‘/)
running belay slings snd other eguipment,
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Qgofwr Ddn
From the Lihrary:- National Bnmlnee“Lag Labq, East Kilbride
Glasgow, pemphlet,

The History Of Mendin Caving,.

Tater Johason's pock fills a long vacant gap on
the bookshelf — or rather partly fills, FPor the author in
writing this book has carried out a rather limited amount
of vesssrch, 17 this were not bad encugh he continually

gives many of his owm even mors 71m1u9d ideas about caves
and cavers, For scmeons wuo hag never made the grade as a
cavav ir,Johnson'ys selfoninionated ideas are guite boling

although tﬂe debunking of Balch has besen iong ovmdneo

e authers ignorance on the .Lbjcct of Mendip

caving ras 1%: in a bookx centaining numercus mistakes and

narrow vicwn which makes extremely irritating reading, bat

sometimes amuﬂlng eading With the occasional classic howler, {:)
(Ex“e]l b vatue: from your puplic library) .

C\
per)

Petor Matbews.

OID C.7.D.

rs the entrancect Cwm Quarry Cave hac. decided to
beoomp even less stoble than usual our hopes of vigibi
0.F.1,T% on Hu QﬁFY oBth, June were dashed- Shella-Xi]
ek, Peter (oddaerd, Drian dilmsn an L therefor decided o
have a quizk lJ\au,ﬁ trip round OAH 0.F.B, ile made a
small dstour to see the fine formations in Column Paes
and Drico ond Feic voathred furthaep d0ts L2e passage &
as the Dogle's Nest, I sugnect their rcel reacon for goi
there was o lure me (withnut a wetsuit top) into neck
water, bus they didn't succeed,

Wz then set ofﬂ at speed along the main stream
passage, derided againgy encsring O,?AUAIT via the sump,
and strusglod up the chain to Low's passags, fheila end T
8!“977”Q cgarseives at ihis chobasle but

cF

L
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handled up by the two sherpas of the party., We passed 'The
Fingers', folled Pete's usual trick at Roundabout Chamber,
7Wondered at'The Bee's Knees' and Ballet Dancers Legs', had
a race through the sandy stream passage via -~ short chain
and sel off for the entrance. Brian and Sheil ® made a
detour towards Pluto's Bath, but had a showerbath of their
own when Pete lay in wait in the high levellpassage and
swished water onto them as they walked bene’th, The rest of
the trip was spent avoiding each others' onslaughts of
water. A most enjoyable trip lasting about 3 hours.

Joan Robinson.

PLANINSKA JAMA: YUGOSLAVIA B7

Rising early on "ednesday morntng four of us,
that is Brian Pittman, Mike Brace, Roger Wallington and
myself were driven into Postojna by Brian Hilman to meet
Andre, our guide and his three companions. After a small
walt we set off. for the cave.

The purpos®f our visit was to find out if a sump
at the end of  the Rakov river branch of the cave had dried

out. The last recorded hajpening of this was 90 years

ago and as the river wass now very low , hopes wer high of
this happening again., It was hoped that we could pass through

- irm t h .
and confzrmethzureggfﬁeoget e passagegg%Ygg% of the sun and

along the %ourls%tcave sec %oﬁ%aﬁtt%he end of this path

the way on changed drastically for we had to follow a wire
traverse for abouti00ft with a drop of 30ft to the river
below. This had to be done carrying the inflated dinghys.
The way on was through a vast cavern over a floor littered
with boulders and it was some time befor we reached thelakes
Setting off across the laskes, it was soon apparent that the
Yuoslavians were much faster in their lar er dinghys,

after two lakes of painfully slow paddling the Yugoslavians
decided to tow our dinghys, and much faster progress was
made, After crossing the longest unéerground lake in
Yugoslavia (about 600yds.,) and several small ones beyond,
the sump was reached, '

Much to our disappoiniient the water was still too
high (aprox. imetre above the lowest survey mark), but it
scemed deep and wide, easy meat for divers. e noted with
interest that this last leke at the sump the water flowed
into the sump, whereas in all the other lskes the water f£lowed
towards the entrance,

Returning we h:d more time to observe the
splendid formations and the many interesting side passages.
‘e deflaited the dinghys at the last lake and reached the

entrance at about L,30 pm, 5% hours of very interesting cave.

Mike Nightingale,




CAVERS DON'T TAKE RESCUING SERIQUSLY.

]

-Compared with climbers , cavers don t Lake
resculng seriously, Recently I spent a day with the
GlossopMountain Rescue Team on one of their fortnightly
pPractices; yes fortnightly. Every other Bunday the majority
of the 36 members of the team turn out for a practice run,
and if the day 1 spent with them was anything to go by,
it's no Sunday School alk,

From a start at 9.45 a,m, the team took their
streatcher across country some four miles and after only a
brief halt for lunch they carried out a streatcher lower

and very well done it was %co; I was the'patient') and
thén arrived back at base at about 5p.m.

They are not hard up for members because of their
feverish desire to keep f£it and in training. Anyone

slacking loses his place in the team and there is a list of

people waiting to Join. The Glossop teamr owns some £200
plus of radio equipment and the members eeally are profici-
ent first aiders, They raise money themselves by lectures
and the like,.

I think i'd rather twist my ankle in th.- Peak
District thun have to be rescued after an attack of the'D.T's
in the middle of Goatchurch

BM.
N.B., Their organisation lacked one important resgect lunch
was taken on top of a mountain and a desperate cavers
prayer for a pint vent unanswered.

Dill-YR- OGOF

© At Y1a.m. on the Saturday 3 Crogdon CC members

Wally and myself followed Alan Coase through the Show dave
and down to the lskes,

The water level was a little lower than normal
which was ducky because we were correying a large amount
of tackle to be dropped off at different parts of the cave,
Once across the lakes we diposited - .~ one small
bag that held some survey equlpment ana trundled on towards
the Endless Crawl,

The crawl or small passage was about 500ft long
but was anly difficult for the last 100ft which was
reminiscent of of Easy Street. In general .the crawl can be

yBegotiated on hands and knees with the occasional 1w

section, I gather from Alan that the crawl has been made
a lot easyer. After the crwil came a small veérticie Bectlon
and a 15ft pitch. Here we drogped off a plastic rescue

blanket. A short amble led down to the pool Fliasbbergasm Chasm

At the end of the passage you could lock down the Canyon
50ft below, Departing we followed the winding stream way



I8

7__"___:_‘-_‘___,_:;.#_—— ar——— "

into the canyon. Then on to the Green Canal and a quick diver
sion swimming ,up Hanger Passage, Here folloved a few choru-
ses of 'Down Below' and back to the .Canal,

An energetilc swim along the canal pushing a dinghy
full of tackle into a smaller stream passage. Here we came
upbn a20ft climb upwards . The first man climbed up onaknotted
rope and then rigged ladder, Following through into Dan-Yr-Ogof
ITTI we eventusally came to a LOft pitch into a streamviay.

At this point the first party , who we had cought up
disappeared down the piteh, Our-party stayed at the top to
drill a rawl bolt hole and take some photographs. Vhen the
other party returned we set off out . Alan leading, fell
dovn in the bottom of a difficult traverse and cut his
hand, After bandaging his hend thanks to the first aid kit
carried by the Croydon lads we meandered out fseling pretty
tired. The tacklemeking the journey out very difficull
someone who will remain nameless fell down & hole in the
streamway and laddy bruised his knee, This lef't me limping
and after finding the show cave locked we negotlated a a
hard c¢limb out into the open air,

Dave Hankin,

Here Greg continues the story below.ihe—pidch—in Dan-Yr- .
Ogof TIII, '

Thilst Dave and wally were busy drilling rawlbolt
holes and photo-modelling for Alan Coase, four of the
number managed to skive off with Colin Grayham to quickly
look at the large stream passage which forms DYO III,

Downstream the roof soon lowers to a sump which
may be only 30ft long with possiblity «f some air spaces
One can therefor speculate a free dive navoiding the
awkward and time-wasteing traverse tsken to bygass the sump

Upstream the passage goes for about 3 mile
finally ending in a confusing mass of boulders and sand,
The main points of interest are numercus boulder chokes
consisting of large limestone blocks which are also visible
high above jammed between passage walls, AT one point
the passage makes a large meander around a fine rock butress
and pinnicale which has to be seen to be belleved,

Shortly after this an oxbow passage on the right
called the ‘Mostest' opens the eyes of the most blind
caver, for 1t contains a unigue petrified river of coloured
mud and snimmering crystal .; a fitting Climax to a syperb

©5rip,.

Greg Smith,

QUOTE Hon.Ed, talking %o himself;."h“QFAM$w»is~ét that
no body is saying anything contraversial enough to print as
a quote to fill in gaps at the bottom of pages anymore}




MEET PROGRAMME,

BANK HOLIDAY . |
Aagust 26th,/28th, ~ YORKSHIRE -+ Notts Pot, Gingling Hole

(fountains Fell), Comping at
Newby GCotes.

September 16th,/17t11c MENDIP - Swildon's I -IV or Longwood/
_ ' August System,

September 30th,/Oct,1st, MENDIP - HALT YEARLY GENERAL MERTING.
COMMITTEE | |

Secretary ~ Brinn Mee, 88 Senton Gordens, Ruislip Manor, Middax
Treasurer - Tony Pitzgibbon,265 Eastcote Rd, Ruislip,Middx.

Meet Secretary - Tony Knibbs,2 Rectory Lane, Brfleet, Surrey,
Cottage Warden ~ Pete Boddard, 11 Lebznon Park, Twickenham\Middx
Tacklemaster - Greg Smith, 131 Hagdom Lone, Watford, Hertsy
Recorder -~ Pete Mathews,155 Rodcliffe "‘ay, Northolt, Middx.
Editor - Mike Brace, :

8TOP PRLSF

DON'T BREAK THE RUKES

Members are reminded that the leader of every csving party

must ensure that permission is preperly obitalned to cross
any land or enter a cave,

Under part 2 of the Group's constitution, #rips conducted
Other than under the rules do not take place in the name of
The Group and do not have the protection of any irsurances
Oor agreementg that exist. It 18 everyone's inbterest that
good relatlons should be maintained with landowners and wlth

other clubsm
Brlan Mee.(Hon. Secretary),

Printed ond published by M.D.Brace, 8 Foxfield Close, Northweod,
Middx, ’
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