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NEWS .~ID ~EEST

Man~hankq to Brian Pitman for taking ove..D the..iEditorship
of the Newsletter ~rhile the Hen, Editor failed his ax~ns, Ed.

New Adress0 ~rthur S’ain and his wife have moved to:—
71 0Lambs Farm Road,

Greenfielcis Farm Estate,
i-icr shame

Sussex0

C Cheao For Quartit~,L, A io% discount on. single orders worth
4~,3Q or mjre is offered by Pinciisports0 Branches at acton,
Holborn, Croydonq or mail order. The firm has recently
expanded its mountaineering business and has five climbers
on its staff,

The_Hon,Secretanr Brian Mee having worn out one telephone
number is frcm the 16th of August getting another, which is
Ruislip 73~85,

To confuse even more thcse already confused by
all figure numbers, the dialling code for Ruislip from
London is 71~ In my dia.iing code book the code is Li. and in
the Pinner and District directory it is 78L19

Sex Symbol?, Male Group memherà who grow beards will find
out soinetMng to their advantage8

MendbMthfr~, The Un-~.versity of Bristol Extramural SociEty
are to run a course entitled ‘Mendi.p Mining~. It is on the
weekend of October the -lLijl5th; details Hon0 Sec.

~ Finga]is Uave is up for sale at £10,000, a real
bargain. T19.e Island of Staffa comes with it, (thinks: I
suppose it has to).

Pat and June Walsh who were married
on. Satuvday July l5tL

- Joan Robinson and Peter Goddard,
Julie Thrift and Tony Fitzgihbon,

on their two engagements,

Simon Knight v~rould like his tent back0 Will the person who
has it return said tent to him as soon as possible0

NewILPves.s2~d0The following people are welcomed to the Group
as full members:— -



Peter Virgo. -. n~ asorfi
John Virgo.
Mike Lovell.

and Roger(VJol)litlgtofl.

Dan ~Were they the Salvation Army of
2,000 years ago?

Those who haven’t been ~y~ra the caves in the Chu
—Lii mountains of lCazakhstan0 (ussu) lately, will be inter
ested to know that carvings 2)000 years old have been
discovered there0 Drawings,, show a pregnant cow and ritual
dance of people carrying tambourines0

LIBP~fl~T9~J~ 3
.Ea.~Lea]-$a.I~I (Vo165 No30)~ Contains the recent survey of
the ~ Stream Passage~

V/essex CC(Journal No 112)
America ~68 the expedition is open to members of

all cluhs~ further dettils from Don Thompson0
Jugosiavia ‘66, an article, mainly froui commercial

blurb~ making full use of Off--set Litho which Wesse.x now use
for their journal (Photogra~hs and surveys) C

Cave _ _vj~gjJ~j~r by 0,C,LO
Technical terms such as pulmonary oedema and acute

barotrauma should be enough to put anyone off diving: three
postmortems are also given, just to make sure.

AxbridgecG(Journal ‘66)
Stone Quarries in the Corsham—Neston—BOX area, The

History and geology of the mines are described together with 3
the methods of working and details of the locatlons, (q0v
june iLL6)

Banwell Bone Cavea Notes are given on the survey,
in the course of production. An interesting and lucid account
of the archaeological work carried out in Baker~s &tension
is also given.

Q~~l~~C(Quarterly Journal).
Of interest are articals on Dulcoath AditiCornwall),

Dali’s Delight (a Crawley discovery :in Dan:-yr—Ogof) and
Igneous Rock s(L~np)

Peter Mathews

WEATHER P0PCAsTINII~D2~QQD ~
~ one of the topics for discussion at this

years National Conference (organised by the British Speleol—
ogical Assdsiation) , It is to he held in the Birmingham
University Union from September 8—11. Pin~l bobkiflgs~ for meals



to USA by Se~.’tember 1st,
s.aturday and Sundays programne includea ‘he value

‘f Speleology in the study of human rhythms as welr as
Kingsda].e, Gouffra Bexger, Giants/Oxlow, Crete and the Little
Neath River Cave, a~d more,

Mmidvy if $c.u can stay, is planned for visits to
the Nent~vicst Salt Mines and Dadley Stone Mines.

Ftll dot~~ls inciud~ng Q~)liCStiOfl forms etc. from
Brian Mee,

IT’S Q~LMT IT’S DRY IT SAVES YOU GODTG CA3~jf~...J~.!ffi UflOUM

Yes you need, never leave the warmth and comforto of the stove to iGeep £ it again if you buy Unikum, en £8.8s.
keep fit mactine. QQn ‘it be aoincidence that the

• advertising Jeafiets were sent (unasked for) to the MCG
Secretarfl~

Use snail rug in front of the ‘unit for exercises
I — 3 how many times can you manage? sayes the pamphlet.

Artifle : New Sc&entist(July 67)
~5V6flLS Measureless to Man” is the title of a

short note in the flew Scientist. The Phenomenon of ‘cave
breathing1 is ~zzling because the amount of air breathed
by a cave is said to be often over 30 times that ±ta
ap~.arent vo].utie would indicate. Mullamufleag Cave in the
Australian Nuliarhor Plain is much too snail to account for

.Q a 2 metres per second wind which blows through its entrance.T.M,I,. ~V~gley of Adelaide University has suggested that e’
great quantities of air can be taken up by permeable rock
as the €~tnoo~.het’ic p~o~vrtflces, and be given out again
ten it falls, One ‘;ould expect that the breathing of a
cave should lag appreciably behind the pressure variations
, because of the time necessary for •the rock to’soak up’
and’release’ the air, The Mullemullang cave confirms
that thi3 lag does exist. Extensive fracturing of the lime
stone would lead to more air being taken up by the rock.
Journal of OGophysical Reserch Vol. 72 p.3199 gives more
detail5 of thIs work.

Josn Robinson

All flnaricanPjg.
It you are buying pitons — Buy American is the

effect of the ai3i5..ce g±v€n by Dr.t.J,Griff in, of the
Oo7errmeLft’s Naticne]. Engineering Isboratcry.

Of 450 pitens tested, a large ~rosortion of those
made in France, Germany, Austria, BrItain and lts2y

1
t



were found to be “ dangerously inadiquate”. ~~ade of soft
metal they bentor broke below the pressure claimed by the
manaufacturers. Amer~can mode pitons, sayes Dr.Griff~n
himself a climber, cay cost between 12/— and 16/— compared
wiiih European 3/6 to 3/6 hut they last twice as long
and are safe, It ia reported that a British Oom~any ±5

* now workit~ to improve its safety stauãard. Dr.Griff in’s
do—it—yourself piton teat is; “If you can bena it with a
hanner, if it h~m round shoulders or an el~pticta eye —

throw ibt away.
The British Mountaineering Council is attempting

to produce a British standard for ~itons, Its equ~prneflt
suboornittee is also ltoldng at the requirements for holmita
running belay slings and other eq.uipneat.

From the Library: — National Engineering Lab,, East Kilbride
Glasgow, ~anphlet.

The Hi story_Q_~j~p~43LSavi~z.
Peter Johason~Tbook fills a long vacant gap on

the bookshelf — or rather partly fills, For the author lxi
writing this book has carried out a rather limited amount
of research. If this were not bad enough he continually
gives many of his onz even. more l1m~ted ideas about caves
and cavers4 For aoceoae who has never made the grade as a
caver Mr.Johnson’s selfopinionated ideas are quite boring
although t~e debunking of Baich has been long overôue,

4xe authors ignorance on the subj act of kendip
caving results in a boolt containing numerous mistakes and
narrow viewn which mnkes extrenely ~rritattng reading, but
sometimes smusing reading jyit~h the occasional classic howler. Q
(Exoellent val.ue: from your public library)

Peter Ma_then.

Ot.P O.F4).
As the entranceof On Quarry Cave hat decided to

become even less stohie than usual o’.n hopes of visiting
O.F.D,II on Sundsy,25th, June were dashedo Sheilotllingba
ok, Peter Goddard, Brian Human and I therefor decided to
have a ouick ~.vtti.st trip rouad ‘old’ O.F.D. tie made a
small detour to see the f±n.e formations in Oo?’.amn Passage,
omd.~rtcn and ?c~ vcntüred furtbew ~flto the passage as far
as the &gla’s Nest. I suspect the±r real reason for going
there was to lure me (withnut a wetsuit top) into neck high
waterj but they ~ succee&.

We then set off at speed along the ma±n stre~
passage, decided against entering O,P.D.II via the sump,
and strugglcd up the chQ~n to Low’s passage, Sheila sad I
excelled ourselveR. at thIs oSctaele but were f~nalIy man— -

I a -
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handled up by the two sherpas qf the party. We passed ‘The
Fingers’, foiled Pete’s usual trick at Roundabout Chamber,
‘Tlondered ~ Bee’s Knees’ and Ballet Dancez4s Legs’, had
a race through the sandy stream passage via short chain

amd set off for the entrance0 Brian and Sheil0 made a
detour towards Plutots Bath, but had. a showerbath of their
own when Pete lay in wait in the high leveilpassage and
swished water onto them as they walked benecth. The rest of
the trip was spent avoiding each others’ onslaughts of
water. A most enjoyable trip lasting about 3 hours.

Joan Robinson.

PLMTINSKA JAMA: YUGOSLAVIA

Rising early on ‘[Jednesday morntng four of us,
that is Brian Pittman, Mike Brace, Roger Wallington and
myself were driven into Postoana by Brian Hilman to meet
Andre, our guide and his three companions. After a small
wait we set off.for the cave.

The purposeo± o~r visit was to find out if a stamp
at the end of the Rakov river branch of the cave had dried
out. The last recorded ha)~ening of this was 90 ye:trs

ago and as the riverwas now very low , hopes wer high of
this happening again. It was hoped that we could pass through
and confirm the report of the passage beyond.

V’et suited we were n-lad tn~ get out of the sun andalong the tourist cave sectiofi. At the end of this path
the way on changed drastically for we had to follow a wire
traverse for aboutioOft with a drop of 3Oft to the river
below. This had to be done carrying the inflated dingbys.
The way on was through a vast cavern over a floor littered
with boulders and it was some time befor we reached thelakes

~D Setting off across the lakes, it was soon apparent that the
Yuoslavians were much faster in their lar er dinghys.
after two lakes of painfully slow paddling the Yugoslavians
decided to tow our dinghys, and much faster progress was
made. After crossing the longest underground lake in
Yugoslavia (about 600yds.,) and several small ones beyond,
the sump was reached,

Much to our disappoinatent the water was still too
high (aprox. Imetre above the lowest survey mark), but it
seemed deep and wide, easy meat for divers. 7Je noted with
interest that this last lake at the sump the water flowed
into the sump, whereas in all the other lakes the water flowed
towards the entrance.

Returning we h d more time to observe the
splendid formations and the many interesting side passages.
~e deflaited the dinghys at the last lake and reached the

entrance at about L~,3Q pm, 5 hours of very interesting cave.

Mike Nightingale.



CAVERS DON’T TAKE RESCUING SERIOUSLY.

Compared with climbers , cavers don’t take
rescuing seriously. Recently I spent a day with the
GlossopMountain Rescue Team on on~ of their fortnightly
practices; yes fortnightly. Every other Sunday the majority
of the~36 members of the team turn out for a practice run,
and if the day 1 spent with them was anything to go by,
it’s no Sunday School Vialk.

From a start at 9.45 a.m, the team took their
streatcher across country some four miles and after only a
brief halt for lunch they carried out a streatcher lower
( and very well done it was too; I was the’ patient’) and
then arrived back at base at about 5p.m.

They are not hard up for members because of their
feverish desire to keep fit and in training. Anyone
slacking loses his place in the team and there is a list of
people w~iting to join. The Glossop team’ nuns some £200
plus of radio equipment and the members really are profici
ent first aiders. They raise money themselves by lectures
and the like,

Ithink i’d rather twist my ankle in th.~ Peak
Districtth~si have to be rescued after an attack of the’D.T’s
in the niddle of Goatchurch.

BM.
N.B. Their organisation lacked one important respect lunch
was taken on top of a mountain and a desperate covers
prayer for a pint ;:ent unanswered!

D~U-YR-0GOF

At 11a.m. on the Saturday 3 Cro~zdon CC members
Wally and myself followed Alan Coase through the Show have
and down to the lakes,

The water level was a little lower than normal
which was ducky because we were czrrying a large amount
of tackle to be dropped off at different parts of the cave,
Once acroás the lakes we dipo sited - - one small
bag that held some survey equipment OttO. trundled on towards
the Endless Crawl,

The crawl or small passagewas about 500ft long
but was thnly difficult for the last iOoft which was
reminiscent of of Easy Street0 In generalithe crawl can be

.~negotiated on hands and knees with the occasional ~
section. I gather from Alan that the crawl has been made
a lot easyer. After the cr1.1 came a small flrtic.tc. ~otioa
and a lSft pitch. Here we dropped off a plastic rescue
blanket. A short amble led down to the pool Flabbergasm Chasm
At the end of the passage you could look down the Canyon
50tt below, Departing we followed the winding stream way



-~

into the ~anyon. Then on to the Green Canal and a quick diver
sion swimming ,up Hanger Passage. Here followed a few choru
ses of ‘Down Below’ and back to the Lanai.

An energctic swim along the canal pushing a dinghy
full of tackle into a smaller stream passage. Here we came
upOn a2Oft climb upwards . The first man climbed up onajcnotted
rope and then rigged ladder9 Following through into Dan—Yr—Ogof
III we eventually came to a LtOft pitch into a streamuay.
At this point the first party , who we had cought up
disappeared down the pitch. Our’~party stayed at the top to
drill a rawl bolt hole and take some photographs. Vhhen the
other party returned we set off out .. Alan leading, fell
down in the bottom of a difficult traverse and cut his
hahd. After bandaging his hand thanks to the first aid kit
carried by the Croydon lads we meandered out feeling pretty
tired. The tacklemaking the journey out very difficult
someone who will remain nameless fell down a hole in the

• streamway and laddy bruised his knee. This left me limping
• and after finding the show cave locked we negotiated a a

hard climb out into the open air.

Dave Hankin~

Here Greg continues the story bQlQw,ti~e—pi4c1~---4n Dan—Yr-.
Ogof III.

flihilst Dave and wally were busy drilling rawlbolt
holes and photo—modelling for Alan Coase, four of the
number managed to skive off with Cohn Grayham to quickly
look at the large stream passage which forms DYO III.

Downstream the roof soon lowers to a sump which
may be only 3Oft long with possibhity cf some air spaces
One can therefor speculate a free dive oavoiding the
awkward and time—wasteing traverse taken to by~ass the sump

Upstream the passage goes for about ~ mile
finally ending in a confusing mass of boulders and sand.
The main points of interest are numerous boulder chokes
consisting of large limestone blocks which are also visible
high above jammed between passage walls. At one point
the passage makes a large meander around a fine rock butreas
and pinnicale which has to be seen to be believed.

Shortly after this an oxbow passage on the right
called the ‘Mostest’ opens the eyes of the most blind
caver, for it contains a unique petrified river of coloured

• mud and shimmering crystali; a fitting Climax to a sgperb
trip0

2II2T~ Hon,Ed, talking to himself0., ~,-~••-wl~y—is-4t that
no body is saying anything contraversial enough to print as
a quote to fill in gaps at the bottom of pages anymore2



MEET PROGRA!~ME.

~AMC HOLIDAY
August 26th./2Sth, YORKSHIRE •~- Notta Pot, Gingling Hole

(fountains Fell). Camping at
Newby Cotes,

September lEth./l7th, MENDIP — Swildon’s I.—IV or Longwood/
August System.

September 3Oth./OctLlst, M1JWIP — HALF YEARLY GENERAL MEETING..

COMMITTEE . -Th

Secretary — Brinit Mee, 88 Seaton Gardens, Ruislip Manor, Mid~c
Treasurer Tony Fitzgibhon,265 Eastcote Rd, Ruislip,Mjddx.
Meet Secretary — Tony Knibbs,a Rectory Lana, BrfJ.eet, Surrey.
Cottage ~jhrden — Pete ~oddard, 11 Lebaaon Park, Twickethanh~~Uddx
Tacklemaster — Greg Smith, -131 Hagdom Lane, ‘llatford, Eertsi
Recorder — Pete Mathews,155 Radcliffe Thy, Northolt, Mid.dx.
Editor — Mike Brace.

STOP PRESS

DONT BREAK THE RUEES -.

Members are re~ninded that the leader Of every caving party
must ensure that permissijolT is Properly obtained to crosa
any land or-~- enter a cave,

Under pe3?t2 of the Group~s constithtion, trips conducted
Other than under the rules: do not take place in the name of
the Group and do not have the protection of any insurances
Or agreemen:bs that exist0 It is everyones interest that
good relations should be maintained with landowners and with
other àlub~ - -.

~‘ian Meet C lIOfla Secretary)9

Printed and published by M.D.Brace, 8 Foxf’ield Close, Northwood.
Middx0




