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MENDIL GAVING GROUP
MAMSLETTRR N0, A0 . -

SEPTEMBER 1967,

HALF YEARLY GENERAL, MEET ING.,

The Half Yearly Genearl Meeting will be held in the
cottage at Lp.m. on Saturday, September 30th. '

Copics of the agenda should have reached all members,
Copies of the proposals to amend the Constitution and Rules
are now availlable from me, They include proposals to fix age
1imits for members and guests and to increase subscriptions..

Brisn Mee, Secretary.

NEWS AND INTEREST.

- Tony Knibbs extends a plea to Group Members,- "The Group Yearly
‘Journal is in actlon again and artlcles, on any caving subject .

are needed”,

Eastwater. The Group has offered the winch to help with the
reopening of Eastwater Swallet.

TaJ -On behalf of those members of the Group who went on the . .
Yugoslavian Meet, I would like to thank Brien Hilman for - .
undertaklng the large job of running and organising the Hollday‘ 3

Mike Brace .

Stop 0il Dumping Cave Polluters. 0il and liquid waste are
being tipprPed into swallets and mine workings in the Mendips.
The Brlstol-Avon River Authority is anxious to stop it but
can't watch every hole. You can Help.

If you see oil or waste being tirped, or notice
that it has recently happened - tell the Authority. Reverse
the charges and ring between 8,45 a,m, and 5.30 p.m, (mon—Frl.)
Mr.,Xnight, polluti.n  and fisheries department tel, Bath 24275,

Award, A medal to Allsn Wicks for foiling sn attempt to heave
him up the entrance of Notts Pot, by tying a large rock on the
end of the lifeline; instead of hlmself

Mike Nightingale was made a Full member of the Group at he
last meeting‘of the Committee. Welcome Mike.

Books are now on sale from Peter Mathews - Caves of Mendip
@ 9/- ete, {Approx. 12% % off).

Brian Prewer has permission to aszst the Group effort at the
Knapp Hill MCG Dig.



LIBRARY ADDITIONS.

Lascanx', by A.Lemming (200 »p) ~description and theories of
the cavs drawings.

British Respional Geology,

'South Wales' hy Pringle George (100 PpR) . . 7
'The Penines and Adjacent Areas'by Zdwards and Trotter (100 pp)..
Confermi what I've always thought, that these areas

are made of limestone with '‘oles in,

Speleological Abracts (Vol 1: No,3, for 1964): BSA (143 pp).

A puide %o speleological litersture for '6L, also - N
contains author index for Vol.1 (1964-62), . X

NPC Journal (Vol 3, No,1, 1967: LO pp). ‘ o

© 7 7@ingling Hole extension (¢v) and 'Caverns of .Silverband
are of main interest:; Minor caves are described in Mallerstang
Dale, Ravensdale; Newby Moss and Penyghent. Surveys of niost
caves described are included,

Shepton NMCC Journal (Vol.l, No.3, June'67: 22 pp).

o Hyatts Hill Cave; the club dig, an account of .
-progress so far., I .
L Holwell Cave: Brian Ellis gives notes on his new
-survey (simplified version is included), He also makes a-
comparison with the two previous survey of the cave, The
full survey will scon be available from Joan, at approx. 3/6,

Sydney S8:. 'Stop Press' (Vol,11 Nos.6-8),
. ‘Foul Air® notes on the raysiology, detection and
ren..val of azir containing high levelis of Carbén ‘dioxide,

Chelsea 88, (N/L Vol,9 Nos.11-12),
Contain mnotes on passages atMterhem and Godstone

(reprinted from 'Local History Record Book2® by Bourne Soc, )

Peter Mathews.

2,000 TONS QF CAVERS BREAKFASTS. ' : -

" lore than 2,o0co tons of mushroom compost are to be
used at Priddy Hill IPerm to try to convert land at present
grass and scrub to all-the~-year-round corn production. If vou
don't know where Priddy Fill Farm is, you soon will - by the
ancll., And by the way nmshrooms slmost always continueto grow
in the compost?

Qgofwr Dou,

NO QUOTE AT ALL, Mike Brace Couldn't say anything befor Sump U
in Swildons: he was too petrified! i

0



COOPERS HOLE.

Over fhe last few months a cooiderable amount of
work has been carried out on the dig, The effort has been
dlrected to a trial itrench behind the car park bench. The aim
is to see if another passage can be found in this direction.

At the start of operations recent backfilling put
there when the concrete wall was coastructed, was removed,
Digging lower, a mass of clay and charcozl +as found on the
up Gorge side. At 9ft a stal floor was found and beneith
it blackish earth, Because of the existance of the stal floor
it seems 1likely that we are below a level never open befor,

The spoil from this new section has been put round
the car park to divert water away from the-lower dig, The
success of this measure is witnessed by the extremely low
water level in the lower dig. It should now be a reletively
easy matter to drain and continue digging. The work on the
bench trench has been carried out by Dave Mitchell, Don ..
searl, Kem Newcombe, Dick Peat, Don Vospery James Glover,
Derick Hancock, Bill Jones and Leslie Taylor.

i en. - lalcombe Cotter.

EXTENSION AT GOATCHURCH CAVERN,

After a trip down Cuckoo Cleeves, Mike Quarter-
main, Dave Hodby, Richard Peat, and Myself decided to visit
the recentl discovered Goatchurch extension.

We quickly descended to the “ater Chamber and sp
split up to try and find the extension, I:luckily dropped
through the right hole in the boulders and landed in a tiny
s;ace with a hole in the floor that had bésn excavated.
Gettlng down this broupht me to a tight virtical slit,
through which there was a small chamber about six feet
across and just high enough to stand in., Up in the roof there
tas.a small fine white cascade formation. The stream from
the rater chamber reappeared here, and disappeared through
the floor of gravel and silt, vhich looked a promising dig.

I went back and informed the others and everyone
had a look, and Mike stopped to take a photo of the
cascade,

On our way out near the entrance we met a bod
tightly clutching his only plece of caving equipument -

a pencil torch, and wearing a corduroy jacket and suede sh
shoes, gasping with awe snd wonderment at & tiny, f£ilthy
mid covered stalagmite, Extending greetings %o him we
rushed out and quickly made tracks for home.

P -

Roger Wallington.

Axbridge Caving Grou - o ened the small Goatchurch extensgion,
MDB.




THERE'S MONEY FVEN IN DEFUNCT MINZS. ‘ 1

Someone has found that money can be mudce out of
Welsh CGold mines, even if 1t is uneconomic to mine the gold
~ by teking tourists round. :

Michael Hardy, of Surrey has been taking peogle
around the mine at Fairy Glen, RBettwo-y-Coed at half a crowi
a time, Any ideas as o who will ‘.. the firsit Mendlp mine
land owner to copy?

Ogefr Ddu.

o

Excavation of the rift in Dons Chamber contlinues
(16/9/67), Mig and myself broke up some large rocks. Now
only one large houlder is holding up progress.

' In the lower dig {17/9/67) Dick Peat, Ken Newcombe,
Roger Wallington, Dave and myself removed all the loose
boulders and a large quantity of grit., One session devoted
to. clearing the remaining grit will allow more virtical
progress to be made,

The site is now developing into an interesting
phase, most work will reveal something new., Anyone digging
now stands a real chance of bresking through.

M.0.G.

BEGINNERS AUCUST.

A5 the Rover Scouts in the Bast Grinstead District
were clamouring for more caving, I decided to give them a
taste of some rough stuff, So armed with their temporary
Indemnity permits we started towards the August Longwood
entrance in swelitering sun, some of us in wstusulis, The descent
down the chimney and through tlie Letter Box .mst have rcduccd
our wei hl by pounds, but i-ith such a large party (cight) we
all gradnally coolcd off at thec bottom of the toen feot drop.

Therce wepre many svear vords to be heard through the
Grainpipe, incidently bone dwvy, but therc werce no losses, A
the fiftcen foot, one cr two of the party experienced diffi-
culty descending the first few rungs but soocn they forgot
their worries with a little horse play at the twin poola,

The one girl in our party, Jane was a little bit
aprehensive at the traverse with consequent delay, but never-
the legs everyone made 1t to the final pitch,

The return was made via Christmas Crawl and by this

time +the carbide lamps were fading, so they were refilled

at this point. Then to the Traverss in Longwood much to Jard g
consternation, kuch grunting and heaving to the water chamber
and thernce cut to pouring rain,

Next day we frittered away down Plnetree; a reason-
able place for _itch practice, Needless to say I personally did
not venture down Basy Street, just sending the others down
with instructions,




; The return climb up the p:'t. was eventfull as one of the
lower rungs slipped, Fortur "tely it was so near the bottom
that it could be avoided. S0 out to glorious sunshine, and more

! catislizd customers, ' ' o

: . Ariluir Snain,

pater PR ol

et e
SWITDONS 87X,

Farfy:- Tony Ingold, Briasn Hammend and Allan Wicks.
We plenned a trip o sump six evervihing prevailing, and
that is exectiy what we did.

Lue to the fact that we were Lirst at the 10 we

got down to Tratman's Temple guite quickly, after &souc small

hesitatlan tn exacily wherse it was, We elimhed up to tratmans
anid. Allan Wickas nssured us that he knew cxactly where he was

(ald he helll), After Tratmang we kep¥ to the right wall,
/t) to aveid Clisszeppearing down Snatter Fol, pub somchow m¥oA&gi
N the real mud suwmp by going through miles of eximemsly grotty,

smelly passages, In fast we went through half a dozen mud
sumps, whi e later learnt, were no better than the real

mud sumn,

m Eventually, { somchow) Allan ‘recognised' the Greasy
Chimney -~ and wes irmediately lost on the other sice,

After travelling through many wmoregrotty paSsages snd mud

ducks (most unplcasant)we got to muddy passages which had
chamber like appearance and boulders on the floor, We then

went through many,meny more grotty passages untill finally,
eventually, and at last, arrived at the junction of Hiue
Pencil and the Double Troubles, Here we found that . could
actually stand up, We then clinbed the aviward rift on the
right to the first Trouble, and astartcd the Siphon going.

' Allsn then sent Tony Down’Blue Peneil'?d I4cwas not,
needless Lo gay, Brian then tricd a hole at the bottom of

the awkwerd »ift, whilgt Tony was entricating nimself from a
position sus)yended over a 20 t deep hole by Lingers and

to.es Of course Brisn had found the proper Blue Pencil, so off
we went, '

®

Apart from the other account of Blue Percil, we
found it to consist of a small trench, scmeihing like the
Primrose Path in Eastwatcr, but somewhat easier, The passage

- sloed down fairly ra .idly <o two 10ft, drops, one after
the other, which were fairl:; easy fo negotiate, but which
shotld be treated with cauti iy first time through, The pass—
agecontinued 4o a tightieh right angle bend towards the right
About 15£%. FTrom this was the chained 107t. Srov into the
streamway, which also regunired some cauid 0 Tor larpger
reople, (&ne has to go head first down the rift, but to go
down the chain one has to go fect first, whizh entails a
conslderznle acrobatic Teat from those uneble to turn
around in the rift,) :

Hancshekes all round, we had reached Swildons
streamway. /e then proceceded downsiie 1l towards SN 4o
Swildons L strcemway was quite large, with interesting
scolloping and potholes. We reached sump 4 and each bravely




decided that someone else should go throughfiirst. We decided
the matter whilst domning the lead weights and Allen Wicks
set off through the sump, We fournd tha four weights was about
enough to belance ourp welﬂht with wet suits on, The cump
proved no Gifficulty at all. but in realityit is aboutZ0ft,
long, due to the constrilted air space on #he downstream side.
On the Downstrsam side, however, be prepared for the nauseous
odour of cowWellisansoa

Swildons 5 was low and Buxtons Horrox a deep watered
low roofed duck, but remember that the conditicns down there
were guite dry. Under ncrmal conditions the water could nave
been a few inches higher

Compiled by ; Allan Wicks, Brian Hemmo-
~nd, and Tony Ingolid, AN

Watch out for next monihs thrilling contlnuat on of the K}
Swildons £8ix adventur=, '

GINGLING HOLE - Or Teske Me To Your Ladder,

It id early morning on Mendip or two in the after-
noon everywnere else inciuding Fountains I'sll, A group of
completely clapsd-out cavers arrived at the entrance of
Gingling Hole, They lock well chattered. But, this is the way
the MCG usually lock befor they go caving — especially when
they go to parties at Greenclcse the night befor, The ladders
having already been Kindly arranged accordaing to P,U. by
various NPC and Craven and we havin- arrasaged to get them
backassesa

Piteh the Rirs 25f% of ladder thresaded through baulks
of timber andg W¢re nctijly, Then, it sayes in the book, down
a 12ft, ladder; but we never found one, A paddle along a
canal and
Piteh the Second: Only 16£+, of 1addeﬁ hanging down. a
rift ! At the top of the viteh is a queezc which continues .
down. to tihie botbtiom. As normal peoplc can't get within six
feet of the ledder anyway it is best descended by keeping
ag far away from the ladder asg possiblz. This sound proced-
ure also avoids the loose chock stone io which one bhelayed -
the ladder,
Hurrying along O
o
0P8, Pltch the Third: is guickly reached
and descended, being an easy 20Tt., even if you use the ladder.
The passage from here reaches great helghts and narrow widths,
Although the rift, for that is what it is, is about Forty
feet high only a little bit in the middle is negotiable.
Having left behind the people with short legs a smaller (&
party arrived at

By

®,

Pitch the Fomrth: this pitceh should only, he attempted by
cavers with an extreme sense of humour; The descent of Lift
leads directly into the main chamber: the 35ft ladder being
frechanging all the way -~ this apparent discrepancy being




el
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accounted for by the kwsitmrd being six feet short, The

result of this means return up the ladder is impossible

even if one should want to which is, I suppose, just as well

because the ladder is needed on the next pitch, Said ladder
is gquickly retrivedby folowing an ecasy traverse at the top
of the boulder pile. One narrow tube and bedding plane later,

Fool's Paradise: this is what we really came for, it's the
prétty pbit containing masses of straws. On and on, along

now wider passages stuffed with formations of a fine metallic
black, Two quick pitches and the reader is at'Ammered 0le’,
If you insist in going on a 45 through the floor followed by
2 qguick twenty and

Pitch Finale: 200ft, they must be jokeing, The first 50 lead
to a resting ledge and then follcews a crack in the corner

of the pitch which gradually opens out leaving the last

50ft, free ( to read this, anyone that didn't know him better
might think Peter actually did this pitch). The explorer

stepping off the ladder and finding himself loocking at the

terminal sump mutters... turns sbout and returns by the way
he came,

_ He who is last out carries the ladder.. visions
of Barry Squibb lightly running across the moor with 300ft.
of ladder under his arm, But, he reached the happby ending
at Hill Inn befor closing.

Moral '"Keep to the true path and don't be laddered astray’,

Peter Mathews.

QUOTE. Simon, when asked at 11a.m, "Why are you up so early?"
replied: 'because I'm too tired to stay in bedl"

TKALCO JAMA, Yugoslavia 1967,

After being suitably staggered by Postojnska Yama
the previous day, and most unsuitably staggered by Slivovica
the previous evening, the Group set off in a body for Tkalco
Yama, part of the Rsk river system, On arrival, we were
delighted to discover that it was situated in a huge doline
that we had seen on our way to Postojna two days previously,
and in which we had been much interested, Whilst standing
around in the huge entrance hall, we were introduced to the
Jugoslav attitude to caving, which consists of ignoring any
passage under five feet high '"Unless it looks promising'l,

We asked our guide Rado, where some obvious galleriles went,
and received the following reply.....'I don't know, nobody's

ever been down them, after all they're not very big, are they
?

LI BN BN LR

4 Everbody having descended, we set off down avery
large passage, covered with peculiarly slippery rocks.
Passing through another local phenomenon,.... a 1og choke,




Alittle later a large cavern was reached, which contained

a sizeable lake,.Rado was srzious to complete his sarvey of
the cave by having the lgke plumbed, and this was dnly done.
However, intercst ras centred on & ng pagssrc Some Wiy abhove
lake 1eve1 that had not bsen entered previously, &1d

after some pO”Sl&Qf 1Lion, 'mz&e Nightingale succgeeded in entering
the new gallery. Others swermed after hiMisssescos 0N 8 ladder
A short distance in, '‘akt log choke was bypassed via a roof
traverse, and envry was made into a cbamnpr containing -

clear vocl, Slet¢y christen ed Miendip Leke., A chonice of
routs led up through the rocf to an vanpleassant stony crawl,
very reminiscent of the English Passages that we had come

all the war %p avold., A short drop and scelloped wmagnificently
a crawl which led to a mud slide, ending in a large boulder,
Imperfect technigue on this section, regarding leg position
might have led to interesting results, but all passed- safely,
and anoiher lake was found, Two shcrt tunnels off this lake
both sumped, “nother tunnel however, was gcen above the lake

» and then another climb was attempted. The passage unfortuna-
tely choked, and the c¢limber has good reason hte rameirher his
descent! The apperently immenent Ffall was avoilded, however,
and all” retuwned. to thée lake chamber,

A rmud coated aven was climbed just off the entrance
to the new scries, and a narrew crawl entered, but lack of
time prevented a second look, The total lengt h of passage ey
discovered is a little under 300f%,

This mincr discovery provided an excelent excuse
to visit a local hostelry for dlicious Rainbow trout and

. much booze, and another good day ended with Jugoslavian bowls
and English songs (Notably by Peter Mathews),

Mike guartermain,

MEF. .+

September 30th, /0Oct.’st. Mendip — HALF YEARLY GENERAL MEETING.

October 21st,/22nd, MENDIP - &t,Cuthbert’s Swallet., (Sat)
November 11+th./d2th, SOUTH ALES - Penwylt. Tuanel Cave,

Dan-yr~Cgof TLI, Lvgad Liwchwr
$ 00 accommodation,
COMMITTEE., '

—=.°

Secretary - Brian Mee, 88 Seaton Gardensg, Rulslip kenor, Middx,
Tresurer — Tony Fits Glbbun, 265 Eastente Rd, Ruislip, Midax.
Meelt Secretary - Teny Znibbs,2 Rectory Lsneg Byfleet, SBurrey,
Cottnge Warden- Pete Godayd, 11 T.ebnon Park, Twickenhsam,?liddx,
Tacklemaster - CGreg Smith, 131 Haglon Lane Watford, Herts,
Recorder - Peter dMathews, 155 Radcliff ‘ay, iortholt, middx.

Edited Printed and Published by Mike Brace, 8 Foxfield rDb Hirf -

wood, Middg,
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