
MI~DIP CAVEING GROUP

~WSI~T T1V~P ND ~ FEBRUARY 1968.
IS THIS YOUR LAST?

Is this the last newsletter you will receive?
It will be if you have not paid your sub&cri?tions for 1968.
jo/— for- full and probationary members5 over 18, 15/— for
associates, members wives and those- under 18.

The committee has powers under the Constitution and Rale.s
to terminate the membership of people tose Subs are not
paid ~y January 31st.

Don’t Forget March 9th0 Annual General Meeting, in the
cottage, 4 p.m. Annual Dinner, The Cliff, 7.30 for 8 p.m.
(tickets on sale untill Februiary 29th)

Men Keep ~t:only women are allowed in the small Dormitory at
the cottage.

G.E._Cave. Access to G.B. is now through the new entrance
~few hundred yards up the road towards Tynings Farm by
the road.)

ROLL UP! ROLL UP! GET YOUR SURVEYS Off THURSDAY EVENINGS
FROM JOAN ROB•flTSOff. ALL MAJOR MENDIP CAVES IN SURVEY FORM.

Lo%nood_Auzust~Please do not park- or change into baveing
gear at Lower Farm. Parking is only allowed on the non
farmyard side of the stone bridge0

MAP~(in the garden)ERO~~ was unanimously elected a
• - probationary member of the Group at the last Committee

meeting. SI~ILA KILLINGBACK(who has. no title(ye:t)). wa~ also
j accepted as a probationary member. Welcome both.

~h Provetina Expedition.4~45 is all it will cost you to go
and break your neck in a cave, called Provetina in Northern
Greece.

Amongst the aoys of this trip are a 2,400 mile Landrover
journey across Europe, ani a I ,000 foot straight in entrance
shaft.

The trip is from the 28th of June to the. 27th of July 68:
anyon.a interested should write to; K.D.F.Ke:lly 278, Thncton
Road, New Mills, Derbyshire. -

Teak Log.’Following the Hydrology lecture at Leicester, run
by the CRG, a dozen or so cavers were observed in the lower
stream section of Longwood August. These enter prising
gentlemen were carrying, a large,teak log.



LIBRARr ADDITIONE

•LA]~ That_Remains.U(PlythoU.th CG) A survey of the mimes in the.
K.ithill and CallingtorL areas a century after the heyday of
the mining industry of Devon and Corawall~

Mew years ago some members of PCG, being faced with a
long drive to the nearest caveing, turned their attention
to the exploration- of the local mines0 They found everything
they were looking, for (and more:) sumps, pitches and highly
coloured foxtations. This superb putlication is the result
— 9Opp of interesting reading plus surveys, maps and photo
graphs.

A Guide to the Mines of West Cornwall by D.B.Barton, kindly 0
donated by MDS.

Axb~j4~e CG N/L. John Tucker has started a series of
articles (plus surveys) on ‘The Smaller Caves of Mendip’.
These will appear in the Axbridge N/L but will be bound
separately. This month the sub3ect is Foxes Hole, Burringtori.

Speleomundus Vol.1 No.1(Free Tropical. A~sn.) a8pp review of
speleo. literature. This publication attemp~s to fill a very
large gap and only really covers material ‘from Spain and
Latin—America. It is hoped that future issues will be more
extensive in coverage. Neverthe less, the book is quite
usefull and provides interesting reading with an account of
Tow Oidhamts trip to Rumaniae

London Univ. CC Journal 5. Some observations on Helictites
~ Three basic forms are differentiated and explanations
advanced for the formation of two of theme The role of
capillery.flow is demonstrated. O.F.D.2 9Bpp and survey)
For those who still. do not believe it cam be done, two dpy
ways to ladder the ‘Wet Pitch’ In Lost John’s are described.

C.R.G. Translations Vol.10 Ko.1(L~Lwpp).’Features of Cavern
Development im Central Mendip’ by Derek Ford. The young cave
is typified by asystem of ‘phreatic loops consisting of
dip tube.s and loint chimneys~ Multiphase conditions lead to
complications in the system which further modified by
primary, secondary or tertiary vadose development. The
author contrasts hypothetical models with well known Meridip
o ave s.
‘Pleistocene Fone Caves with Special Reference to Mendip’by

E .K. Tratman~
‘Caves in the Djurdj.ura Mountains’(Algeria) by A•Milner.
‘Cavern Format ion in Gypsum in the South—West Harz’ by Eric
Hensler.



Studies_inSp~loo1o~y(pengelly) Vol.1 No.5 (62. pp).
‘Dear ~illiam Buckland’ by Patric Boylan.
“A Survey of British Caveing. Periodicals’ by Ray Mansfield.
There are also articles on blind cave fishes, studies in
Nordland. and the Batu Caves.

Bradford PC show just what foot and mouth has done:— four
pages of quotes from G and S and a four page article all
about carbide0

BEC. show the effects of foot and mouth in. a different way
— they have brought out a new Belfry Bulletin — a fine
quarto affair, now under the editorship of Dave Irwin,

Q Peter Mathews Hon0 Recorder.
RIDDLE.

Q. Since, when has Peter Mathews signature been followed by
Kiss,Kiss,Kiss (xxx)

Aria. Why when he’s signing Mary Brown’s application form.

SQUIDS ARE JUST LIKE WOMM~’

Old fashioned squids (and by that we mean really old—
fashioned ones, 310m years or so) just got their hooks inti~
their prey9 Modern ones have suckers6

A recent fossil find at Mazon Creek, Illinois, reveals that
2 squids have been around for longer than we previously
~ thought. The on-a just found was 3lOrn ypars old, the oldest
o~ one previously known was only i5Om years.

•r-1 The newly found fossil reveals that squids started out with
c~ hooks and they have evolved into suckers over the years,
~ More in ‘Science’ February 2, .1968.

Ogofwr Ddu,
our ‘palaentological correspondent.

Review of the Reviews.,., nO reading of ‘History of Men-dip
~ Caveing’ would be complete’ without a glance at the dozen .or

so pages condemning the book. The best of these are the 3
pages by J.Hanwell (ORG N/L by) L~ pages by C.H.Kenny (wessex

~ Jnl. iil~) and a 3 page letter by H. Ashworth.

Ogofwr Wen.

HEARD REQENTLY WHILST UNDE.RGRO~ ,.,,,.,,•. “It’s(pant pvff)
go(phew)0..0caveing(puff

pant)....,.,,.agairi. ‘(retires to a corner; dies quietly.)



THE ORPHEUS SONG BOOK

A copy of this erudite work of art is/was/will be/might be
circulating round the club — a fitting companion to the
book mentioned in the January newsletter,

This book is available FREE OF CHARGE~ If you would like a
copy then please let me know as soon as possible as stocks
are limited.

Peter Mathews,

(Let me warn you Peter is also collecting for the Orpheus
Cottage fund — this of course is pure coincedence).

LIEGE BELGIUM, 1967.

I spent most o~’ the paët summer exploring and surveying a
new cave in. LIege, Belgium. Although the cave is only I9Oft
deep, it is in a large limestone: plateau with a complex
drainage system several miles long. After doing coloration
tests on the sinks in the area, we decided to try a few digs
• Out of four digs we entered three new caves (two were only
a few feet lbng). The third was ov’er l9Oft deep and it showed
possibilities of reaching the suspected main system, There
are two streams: one comes in n.ear the entrance, and the
second was found in the last chamber0 The cave ends in a
narrow crevice, but there was a chimney, recently found, that
may give access to an. upper system.

Onthe plateau there isa series of dry valleys running
generally with the bedding plane of the rock; these were 4
once tributar ies to the River Ourtha, •but now the. water is
quickly taken by numerous swallets. The amount of water
taken by the sallets is enormous, and.most of it has been.
traced to the Ourthe Valley ower two miles away, so a major
system is suspected. For.lack of good surveys on the area,
we were forced to make our own over a period
of six months. Despite the promising appearance of this area,
it has seen very few cavers~

During the Christmas holidays I returned to Belgium and
spent a week camping on the plateau with a Belgian. group
ties Calcaires”. At the time we were working on a sink in
one of the dry valleys, still trying for the main system below,

There was nearly eight inches if snow and temperatures to
match, so working wasn’t very easy, We had found pieces of:
stalagmite floor six inches thick in the dig, and a draught was
rising from a jumble of boulders below. One morning while
I waS waiting for the others to arrive, I decided to look at



some of the other sinks in the area, though Quo to the thawing
snow, water w’js flooding most of them0 One, however, was

taking the’ water very quickly. There was no depression,
only a pile of branches that a farmer had put there, and
a few limestone boulders scattered around0 Ten or fifteen
feet from where the stream sank. th~e was a space between two
blocks of limestone, I beat down to take a closer loot and
was greeted by the far—off moaning of an underground cascade.
I hurried back to where the water sank and removed some of
the; branches; I”found a good spot and started to dig.
Three hours later, the hole was six feet deep, I was
getting tired, and was almost ready to auit~ I picked up
the crowbar to move a large rock at the bottom of the dig

C) . To my surprise, instead of moving upwards, it disappeared
leaving a black hole’. The sound of falling water was directly
below. I ran for my light and found that the hole was in
the roof of a small chamber, witha stream at the bottom.
I enlarged the entrance enough to pass, and waited for my
friends, They were very excited when they saw the hole,
but after trying to pass, we were disappointed to find that
the water was falling too hard and blocking the way.
They said they could see another hole fux~ther on.

The cave is still waiting, and much work remains..to be done
in this area, We may reach the system below; only time
will tell.

Victor In~nm

SATTIRE I

L- Suddenly there was a great explosion
...,.,..and the Belfrey was three inches nearer the road.

~D (j followed by a great commotion...........)

And. now Ken Newcomb will give his account of the ORG Hy
drology lac.tureiat leicester,...,,..,.,

Tharkyou ken, v7ery concise.
I am still waiting for two other gems of prooe from
Briaa(scandalmonger)Mee and Mike Nightingale..

MEET PROGRAbII~E
The. meet programme will he issued with the March issue of the
N/il.



- - - - - -

COMMITTEE

Secretary: Brian Mee.91 Evelyn Drive, Pinner, Nidd~x0
Treasurer: Tony Fitzgibbon0 265 Easteote, Road, Thaislip, Middx.
Meet Secretary: cgccccycc9cc9cc9cycYcYQ9c~~99999~?resigneO.
Cottage VVaxJ.exi: - Ififil liii hill?? i?lilll?U IF???? IFilliI?illil?llIIi??????il? li?iditto.
Taciclemaster: Greg ~ith.131 Hagdon Lane, Watford Herts~
Recorder: Peter Mathewsfrl55 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Mid~c.
Editor: Mike Brace,

Printed and published by M.D.Erace 8,Foxf jell Close,
lThrthwood, Middx,




