i

2

T R RS

:
13
4
3
:
1

ey,

LRos

eI

i

LT PR N

e s




e e b et e o TR ES 0 T e

H 13
T

WENILP CAVING GROUP-. -

NEWSLETTER No. 70 - R - _DECEMBER 1968

COVER COMPEIITION . .

There ig going %0 be a cover for the Nswslettd er! So we
need & design and »erhaps you have oneé in mind. Iw,yqa,hd»e, o
then pmt it on a piece of gquarte paper and send it to the eiltor
before the end of January,k rrembew there is free hoose for the
one who does the winning entry!

VISIT TO0 A SLATE MIRE

Pu?zng a cultural VlSlt to North Weles a short while
back, we visited a slate mine in Blaeunau Ifestinioge Ve drove
up a 1:4 hill on the side of a wasts slate tlp to the offices
of the Masn Slate Mine, We chatted to -the clerk who %8¢d that
we could see around the surface works, but net undergoonnd,
After a ten minute walk up the waste. tip, we “arrived at the
workshops,
"he slate comes from the mine in slabssup to 8f%t long,
LPt wide, and 2ft thiek. The L£irst opewation is to split the e
slate into slahs not exceeding 8 inches thick, This is done by .
men with big chisels,bhammers, and wedges,The 8inch. thick slabs -
: are placed. on a table and movad arcund until 1 the foreman 1is
satisfied. theve will be a minimum of wasie. The slab is then
sawm up witn a diomond tipped cimanlar saw into blocks 2 incheés
bigger than the slate re aived, These blocks sore then passed to
a man-who 'sits on astool, This craftsman laans the block against
his leg. and with a chisel-and mallet,splits the bloek in two
and then in two again, He continues this urtil he ends up. with .
slates § inch thick, The slstes are then pass2d to a led who
cropps them to size on a f£iying shear gulllotine, in experienced
man can produes 1000 slates a daye
Afber Snielia batted hew eye-lide at the man who was snow1ng
us around, wo want down the mine. The slzte 1lies in four beds
about 20ft. seperated by l-wvers of granite, The rock dips at.
about 45 degrees, and an inclined shaft is sunk into the bed,
Descent is by means of a trolley running on rials and lowereu ‘
by a eable winch at the top of the shaft, To the right and left’
of the shaft horerontal tunnels are driven into the slate hed.
The workings are from the floor of the tunnels uopwaris, The Whole
bed of slate is ramoreu vntil they hreak into the tumnel above,
'“hen the whole bed of slate is exausted ancther tunned is driven
at right angles to the first, through granite into the second
bed of slats, ~fnothex llcllned shaft is sunck end the whole
‘process raueaLeda_uu ‘first inclined shaft was 150 yds long, and
the second 200 yds long. The method of mlnlﬂg,wae Lo the rock
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men to work in pairs, They find a bedding faul{ in the slate and
then open it up with a Xango deill, Black Powder is poured into
the hole and the slate blasted off in slabs weighing up to 2 tons
At times the working face is 60£t Irigh and the workers then drive
a spike into the wall, and £ix a chain to it, They climb this
chain, tske a half turn round their thigh and "stand' on the
. rock u.s:l.ng both hands to work the Kango drill,

the people at the mine were friendly, but I eould not
L£1p fef ing that some of the Welsh econvemnsat 1on Was unconp.& .

swentar”

B. S.H.
. - HpwWS_AND VIEWS

dMr Smith Reveslsg He reveals that he was named Gregory becaunse
when he was a baby he bit his nurse's nose and was thence known
as Grefory the Peck, !

¥ez Once upon a time a long time ago, lijke Brace had a 21st
Birthday and was given apewter mug as a present.Now by and by
he kook his mug to the Royal Ogk where alas he lost ite Any way
a fairygodmother tock pity on Mike and ahra cadabira the mag
appexrad inside the pianoc. I wonder what wicked witish made the
mug vanish? ' :

Robbi.e Lhernonk is planning to give caving 1ec~i'1.req in the U.S.A,
He would iike to make up a collection of slides which he could
show at the leciures,Therefcre he would be very pleased 1f members
with. slides that they could let Robhie have copi es of wom.d_
contact althe:c' Apthure Cox or Brian H Llman,

Joumnal Joan &pddard has taken ow&. from Tony Knibhs as Journal
Ecl. as Tony has had to I‘eSlgn due to 1;)7@6::33&1"601‘oi'luez:'a commitments,

Wh.are has our tilley lamp gone? It has ~&isappeared f£rom the
cottage, Ken wowld be very pleased to hear from amyone who-can
througl)m any llght on the suhject, (T]:Le digappearence of the lamp
I mean

Carbide for sale 1/— per 1b or 3d per f£ill., However tins are
required to put it in. If you have any emty ‘'mharvel" tins don t
throw thent away,. give them to Ken. ,

Conpratulatlons to Ken Newcomb and Ann Sumatlon on éettlng
engagede
T

. The. Conmittee is 10 consider Pete Johnson's application for Full

Memb&I'thp at the next committee X:eting,

Food for thought Is it that members don't like prototypeladders
or arer’t the,y do:.ng much caving these days? The pew J.a“aa;tr Las
n.ot been used yet! )

_—
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"restock, Remember: Don't delay Give me yvour stamps eash -

Cottage Gets Christmas Pregents.

By the time this newsletter is distributed,the cottage
kXitehen should be better off to the tune of 1 kettle, 1 frying
pan and 3 saucepans - the result of our green shield stamp
cotleetions so far, This should act as a spur Lo save more
and more -~ and more - stamgs in order to complete the k.n&hen

Tnursday
A new cokeé -~ hod and washwng,ug bowl have recently been
purchassd, and are in use,

Joan Goddard,

7th/ 8th December
On- areiving at the cottage, it. apaeared from the bed book
that a £111 house was to be expected.However it did pnt £inally

materialise

By some strange fate(or was it the full moon?) tan,yes
ten,people set off for Zgildon's on Saturdey morning, AS wWe
approached the enirance a strange apparition avpegred before
us. It turned out to be a painted mail bag, allegedly from the
Great Train Robbery, which scarveely ecovered the torso of a

- near naked man., This cever, for that is what it was, told us

that his friend was too tired to celimb the Twenty Foot pitlih,
Four of our party hurried down the Wet Way and ‘helped to haul
sald 16 stone caver up the piteh, whilst the rest of us, .
1n cluding a couple of novices, followed the SBhort Dry Way

Once wp the piteh, the sixteen stoner was ahile to
eontinue out unaided and we were able to carry on with our
shamble down to the sump, Here most of us looked on in cowardly
delight as Greg, lMike,¥itz and Barry disapyoeared under the *°
sump, They soon returned however -~ cries of shames-. and we
all tramped cwt again via the Wet Way. It was a most enjoyable
t¥ip, especially for those of us who came out of retirement
for the occasion, (Ioes that mexe you hapyy Ken?)

Sunday seemed to be a day of recovery, except for those
who had arrived too late for the previous day's Swidon's trip.
They not wanting to lose face , set off to cave in Burrington,

Joan Goddard.,

MEIT PROGRAMME
Jan /3 G.B, Jan 18/19 Cottage Work Weckend,

Feb. 1/2 Derbyshire:— Giants& Beton Copper Mine
Feh 15/16 liendip Rescue Practice,

HOTE Last weekend's Rescue Practice had to be cancelled at
the last moment, and Oliver Lloyd informed by itelegranmme,

 hecause several memhers hagked out.at the last momente Badl ..




LIBRARY ADDL TIOILS_.

& lore Sesred Tunnals in Surrey
' To cover based in London cen bhe without it, Here is a
companion volume which gives more detaills ofrecently discovered
- passages, @odstone Mines receive varticular attention,
- TYon cannot miss thist A snip at 7/9d. Further copies
from Brian Hillman ( One of the 4w thers)
Pe R M.

Craven P.C. Jul (Vol L No2 further coples 10/64)

London University C.C. (JInl No,8, 25pp, fumther coples
available @ 2/6) )

. A fine collection of earlier lou”nals f£rom 1950 onwards

‘has been received from Tony Knibbs, Tad These contain amo;
other things, complete year by year accounts of the explora‘hmn
of Guush systems as Dowber 6ill Passage, and. Mopgo Gill,

COMMITTIRE

Seecretary: Brian Mee, % B'we.qn Drive, Pimner, liddx, M -428,1975
Tregsuren: Tony Fitzgibbon, 265 Rastcote Rd, Ruislip, MIiddx,
Mest SWﬁeta‘@y- Belen Hillmar, 22 Linley Gourt Thicket R4,
Swut ton Surfem O’I-—-QLJ 2933

Tacklemaster: Kem Newecomb, 29 Clonmel Rd, Fulham, &, W, 6,

01-385,39354
Redorder; Pete lMathaws, 155 Rad,,l:*.J.fa Way, MNomtholt, M.;Ldaxo
Cottage Warc.an. Grl‘&g Smith, 131 Hagdon Lane, Waitford,laris

WAT, ?9606 .
Editor: Br:yan Pittman, _ ) |

Prmted and Published by B A, Pittman, 39 Boston Gardens,
Brentford, hiddx, 01-560,6595., -
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"WMENDIP CAVING GROUPRW
MMEET PROGRAME 1969™Mn,
JAN,  4/5 MENDIP
' JAN.  18/19 MENDIP - WORK WEEKEND
. FEB.  1/2 DERBYSHIRE ~ OXLOW-GIANTS~ECTON.
3 FEB.,  15/16 MENDIP - RESCUE PRACTICE.
MAR,  8/9 S. WALES - D.Y.O0;0FDs TUNNEL ETC.

MAR, 22/23 MENDIP - ANUAL GENERAL MEETING.
APRIL 4/5/6/% YORKSHIRE

R APRIL 19 T  LONDON MEET - COAL MINE?
MAY  3/h DERBYSHIRE - NETTLE POT; JACK POT
MAY  24/25/26 S, WALES - LITTLE NEATH RIVER CAVE, O.F.D; D.Y.O.

JUNE 14/15 MENDIP - CUTHBERTS.
JULY 5 to 20 EXPEDITICN TO AUSTRIA,
JULY 26 /27 DERBYSHIRE - OXLOW-MASKHILL MINE

AUG, 9/10 S, WALES ~ AGEN ALLWEDD.
AUG. 30/31/1  YORKSHIRE
SEPT. 20/21 S5¢ w58 - D.JY.04 OJFD. 1 & 2, TUNNEL.
OCT. t1/12 MENDIP - HALF YFAR GENFRAL MEETING.
OCT. 25/26 MENDIP - RESCUE PRACTICE.
Nov. 8/9 S. WALES -~ AGEN ALLWEDD,
NOV. 22/23 MENDIP ~ WORK WEEKEND.
- } DEC. 6/7 DERBYSHIRE

DEC, 20/ 21 MENDIP - CUTHBERES.

NOTES: In view of the large number ef people attending away meets it is
essential that members inform the meet Sec. of their intention to join the
meet,

All members are reminded that they are responsible for seeing that their
guests are properly equipped for any proposed trip, this includes adequate
footware.

Any member can have the key to G.B. or Lamb Leer at 1 months notice to
meet Sec. Brian Hillman.

Address: 22, Linley Court,
Thickett Road,
SUTTON, Surrey. Tel: 643~2933,

B.S.H.
December, 1968,






