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Is This Your Last?

Is tins newsletter &oi~c to Ue your last9 oubs,(30/—
for mem’~ers anO. prboationary ma? ers over 18, everyone else
t57—)Wdre~ tiiö oft-Jaxñz~i~y 1 àt~ P].easè~e~iO to Tbny Fitzgibbbn~,
265 Eastcote Road, Ruislip, L~i~c• i~ake cheques etc (cross&d)~
payable. to 1rendip Caving Group.

Cover Cozir~etition

.. The competition for the NewslQtter is now well pnuer
way, anc there has beea a L00t4. response so far. The closin&
cate for entrie& is 28thFeh~”andthé px~iae i’s-~&hã-if bOttle
of whisky or~gin. So hurx~y up your entry may be the winneW

The.Natjonal Caviniz 1,ssociation .~-. .- - ~ .~- I

- ,.Lfter many. years a. flational . cav~.ng body. has4 been. formed.
This took place at the last ~.G.n. of the Rej,aon~]. Councils. I
hope that this long i~cussec~. body will soon pro we that the -

apprehension that some of our members had &~üt it. we±~e unfOuri~.ed.
and that it will bring Lreat benifits to the field of Jpieliolo~y.

Editor.

Green Shield

second shelf for sousejaus has been a~edto the
kitchen. The five new Green JhielJ utautp pans have now been
christeneC. i~eep saving your stamps, anJ Live theta to Joan

I j on Thursdays, or to Val at the cottage.

Cave -Paintinps

~ series of ;3tone—Lge cave iaintings hQs been found -

at Lrdines on the ~isturian coast of Spairi.uL~~::..~u: .:jZ

Franch: C~vemeñ bdriieü>joking after3 iaonths-- -

- - Two Frenchmen ui. Jacques Chabert~ and L. PhI]. ippe
Englencer, have spent thre~ months 200ft uncerLroufltk in an
experiment to live”dutsitte tirtie”,eIsierLiaL from the Ollivie.r -~

Cove, 40 tales north of Nice, on 15th J~n.-Thc two men livé~i
sspardtel~ in~QçIàU~t~?pe shelters desigbëJ~tor~senhbléfutUre~’
moon dwellings. -
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Annual General k~eet jag and. Dinner

The annual general meeting of the~ ~rdup will be held. at
the Cottage, iJorrach—oa—ivsendip,on ~3atur~ay, L~arch 22,, 1969,.
stä~tiflg ntLj.pm. Nominations for committee posts atl& Øroposal&
to amend. the Constitution and Rules riiust reach .the~ iiecretary.
not later than Thursday, February 20, 1969, Nominatidtã~ and
progosals must be in writing9 and. nominations taust have~ the.
written agreement of the nominee enJorsed on theme The annual
dinner will be hcld after the 2~G.m. Details will be circulated
short1y.~ H

Cirian ivi~e) )~cr&tar~

For Those Who Care

The cor1imitte, at its next r~~eeting on Feb 18 will consiLer
the a~lications for probationary iaeinbership of —

David Graves, L~5 ZUüll tafte, bràckne1l,~iJerka

€arl Ruxton, 25 Church RoaQ, ChaVe~. Dcwn Ascot;Berk*s~

Peter Johnson has been electec a full riLcmber of the Group
also ~iob Knot’s new a~cress is Ce~ar Farm, £t Lane, Draycott,
Nr. ~heL Jar, 3oraerset.

Non doving iThews For Cáve~Vá 1JyOUrPoliUcal boreapoticen~

sire you fit enough~tó be a professional ‘?
Minimum qualifications for professional caving instru

ctors (scouts, outward. bounders etc.) under discussion -ihdlude*
the ability to climb a 200. ft pitch ‘without undue exertion’;
swim 50 yds •in caving Clothes,, not to mentiOn 5 yea±’s*intii~±ate.
experience ~caving) of one area and. nnowledge of two other regions
the annual rtieetina of the Council of Southcrn Cavctng Clubs was
told. last month. ~he aim áf the profesEional Ihst~uatorsjsto’
approve standards both for themselves and. for amateurs instruct
ing their organisations~ :. ..:

Welsh Cave Nat1bnafl~rà . . .

There. are moves afoot in. V~ales to set up a Council of
Nationalism. ‘.‘• ‘•~. . . . ...

Caving Clubs in ~hale~• initial j~roposals required. ineniber
clubs to belong only to the uelsh Council. i~’ut there is opposition
to this from clubs with interests both in ~iales and. elsewhere.
i~•C.G. feels that some sort of associate membership (as the WCC
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has), might he the answer.

Talking of. C.orrespondefl~

We would. like to welcome back to these shoresj.an.estahl
isheci member of this Group, who has been our Kenyan Correspondent
for the last two years. ‘dhat you havmn’t read. any news from
Kenyal Then nther he &iC nt write i~such,or you haven’t reac iuuch.
.inyway, welcome back Johil ~vaa5

MEET PROGR4JvsML

Febl/2 - Derbyshire I

Feb 15/16 — Rescue Practice

0 ‘ March 8/9 - South Wales -

~ ~/23..innualGeneral’Meeting~:.

Note In view of the larbe numbers attending away meets,
it is essential that members inform their aueet Sec of their:.

• intentio~’ to attend the meets

13.5.11.

,Pint±te~*

~hll rnerabcrs please notc~ that nsitars must pay io/—
~ëpbèite. ofl”thePintzeeKSy~ ‘and .that.th6key must .te:returned
to t1~e cottage iiu~iediately after the trip. If there is no one at
~ ~ ~ the deposit :js not, there, thQ can’ get their 10/—
back on ooplication to the iueet ‘-ec (a.. ~ress attached. to Key)
provided that the key is returneJ promptly to the cottage0 nfl~

unreturaed key deposits must be poste3. to the Meet Sec as soon
as possible after the weekend.. -

13 • S. ii.

Resc:ae Practice ... .. ‘‘ . ..

~s members of the h.~0. the Faen1np Caving Group is expe
cted~tG do: at ‘laast’two :pra~ticereaoue’s a year.JThe’lastfir.aO.tiec
in December had to b.e cancelled because five members backed out
at the last minute tWo:days before. the pr’act:ica.Please cion’t let
this happen again &i-’ Feb.15.:J~viótth has already been selected.
and. it should. be a pleasure tu re:scue this dmnsel from the depth’s
of an ea’fl ‘cave. ( She even.’looks• good. in a’goon suit.) So please
support the Rescue Practice oa Feb 15

3.



Helmets

The L~eet Sec has a small number of Texolex helmets
for sale 25/— each,

~XPEDITI0N 1963. *

During July this year we hope to take two mini— buses
to Austria t& do some caving and festering. The, exact area has
yet to be decided, so anyone with. Kn.owle~e of caving in bal.stria
please contact the Meet Sea, The approximate cost will be £23,
this will include all travel, t,dresj and camping fees. during
the trip, It does not include food, drink and other uflr~r”iteins~
\~Je will leave Brentford at 7.OOpm on. July 4 — drise to ~ver,
catch the midnight boat— camp first night in Germany, and reach
the campsite in Austria bythe second, night. On the return
~ourney we leave Ostend on the 10.30 am boat and return to
brentford”at ‘about 630pm... . . ~.

A non returnable:Ueposit”of .~5 is required. from all
prospective members of the expedition as soon ‘as possible. As
number’s will’.be’.lindteito 20 the first.18 deposits will secure
places,.;’ ‘ ... ,.~.‘,., ~,,, :, ,, .. .

Lrianiillman,.

Club Digs

The committee is anxios to ensure that this year’.
hI.C.G. digs on Mendip will be actively worked. We cannot “justify
hanging ‘mi to’ a.~dig’that ‘is not being actively worked, and we
may be asked to relinquish sites that other clubs want to’ Oij.

4hat is proposeC, is for someone to accept resposi
b’ility tr a dig, and ‘to ensure: that it is Jug activ2~y.This
person will’.•b.e required tod. report to the. committte twice a,year
ds.tà the state of, the ‘dig,and the. work done, The .conimittee.is
prepared to consider the purchasç of any special equipment .‘‘

required for the efficient and safe working of any dig being
operated under the scheme described abowa.

The present list of club dig.s is gi~é’n ‘~éio~v~’ and
‘any member willing to acce.pt.’resposibility’for..a dig is a~ced

let’ the Ividet’. See know,.in’ writing:’ns soon as possible.

rnDckmoor — Upper Flood Swallet
I’.. . , .,iVii~1dae :f]-oqd”~wa],let .‘ ‘ ‘ ,
Ii ‘:Shaft.’~.’.. .‘

nngust — Sand Passa&e Timber Hole
Ldngwobd Valley Thg .. ,‘... . Bonn Hole
Knapp Hill ‘ “‘‘“““‘‘“‘‘‘cdd~rs Hole

4, , b.S.H.
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i~enThera ~ reruin~eL that the only ,ap~roved routes for
access to Longwo~d Cave. are via ..... .

{i) From Velvet flottom ‘ . . .

* (a) The field fo~ztpoth from Fir Lane to the east of
• . Lower Fa±m. and then down to the va:Lley footpath

b~’way of the wooded Epu)’ intowhich.a stile gives
access from tha field abo~te,

THERE IS NO 1~CCEJU OR P~RKING liT LOJErL F~1ili~

C.R.C. Symposium on Cave Photor:rahy

8th ~nrch 1969, Vaughan College, Leicester, comencing
at lOam. Cost is 15/— (full time. students 7/Ed.)

£1]. aspects of cave photography, both-.cine and still,
will be. covered. ~n evening session is. being planned tb show
complete caving films.

Look 110w with Pete mathews.

• Back.. in. business — The Speleologist

• . new 14 Speleologist is out at the new price. of 3/Ed.
Remember it cost Li/Ed back in 1965.: . Un~er new editors the
layout has been changed, hut •the~r.tere’ still using up &id news.
The next issue should be better still. .

Cave Conwnent by O;~ofwr DJü. . . . .

.~ig Drother at the Cave Entrance

beware caver number NOn 123L156, are your Jibots clean~
enough to enter NC1~ cave 2333/65(N)?’ Sorry lad your permit is
not up to .c~ate (hot paid your:national levy £orl98L~?) and
an5?way your boiler suit is torn back left These. areh.’t the

good old days of caving free for all, you know, now, the NationaZ
Body has brganised everything for, you”. .

Far fetched perhaps, but the recent change of hame o~
the ‘Regional Councils for.Cnving in Great Lritain’to the
flTIOiL1 C.~LVflTG £L~JOOCLLTiUI’I is •one step ftrther towards organ—f
isation. True. that the change of. name was no.t accompanied by

*any chante in powers (neither body has, or had, any: except the~
duty to dissei1iinate information) — ut with a name like tThe
National Caving nssociation’ who can c~ouut it’s aspirations~



In 196k i~±cg was one of the clubs that favoured the S~t~
up of a Southern Council of Caving Clubs rather thou join, a
national association; 1n 1966 h~CG’s secretory waso delegate to
the first meeting of the Regional*Oouncils.~: 1J1 along we. have
opposed a notional bocty, — how could. one small committee represent
tile ~iews of all covers — especially as they, of all people, hove
dozens of divergent views.

No Gentle eaver, take time, off bocasidnally from youv
digging, sometimes let your .Nife. cell remain uncharged and turn
your mind to~ the politics of caving. Otherwise tnat cave ‘ just

about to go’. will .stay~ blosod while the Cav~.Politieians,
• regulate it, tax it, license it and. when you Get to the bottom

you will find not a virgin passage,. but ilig brother awaiting you.
198Lt is only 15 years away

Prom a Cover who has turned. his rnint~ to Cave Po]itics

The recent: formatioh of.The National Caving .~ssociation
“has cOme’. at: atime:when’iJ~itish, Caving .s. badly ih,need of a
notional bod~j to~ represent ~ c.aver’s in this country..

I stress the worc all because there are and will be
increasingly more an.d more cavers who Jo not belon~ to clubs and.
yet have thàir’caving ibfiuèncedby the actions of. clubs. It is
important that their views shoul~. not be neLlectecL.

On a broad. anc.aaoromsportant front, a1~oUy..røpresenting
allthe country’s cavLrs can negoaiate more authoflively with
inte±lnational, notioftal’ govermuent, and.. local bodies, than indi
vidual cluhA can ever hope to. Increasingly external pressures
are making caving a liAbru aifficult: sport to persüe1 land access
rights and local water boards are continually limitin~aceess to
caves , ant even closiaL theni. Lurely a national bO~y has more
hope. of ensuring that our interests in such.x~iatters than can be
.achieved.’at cluh”level~’ :..

also a n’~tioa 1 Lo~,.y ~r inc on the hum ill anL saonut~ry D
resources ~ ~resumably clubs or in. iviLu Al5 ~ou1~ contri’iu uu to
this Lo.y) woul~ ~u a f~r stron~er iositioa to ~ursue the
various c ye sciences Cflt rescue n~ other techniçues then the
present few individuals can. ‘ftrha~s also monuy coul~, bc,.usod

to s onsor cx ;ecitions. to ‘ore9s fu~th~r :afielu than E’uro~e.

Gnu of th~. m in arLuments ~~iast a n~tion~1 to...y
to be a fe~r that such ‘i 1.~o~y i’coul~ intro~uce its ova rules

reLarL,~ine access etc., to ihe ~etra’uent of club nn~ inLiviLual,
surely external forces are alrea~y Lomb this, ant only with a

• J~maOr’aticaily .:eiected .nation~l bouycaxi we ‘hoe to counteract
6this., .. . ..



Finally it shoul~ be noted, othar Lure e a eaunt~
have national bodies as also ~.oes the United :~t tcs. Other

s~orts in this country also have national re)resentative
bodies: so why shoulin’ t we! Then we could ossi2ly avail
ourselves of the services of the LLlnlstCr Of ort.

Dave Hed~on

Christmzas on i~enui~

dix df us, Pete ~ivsathews, Don Vos ~er~ i~en Newoonbe,
an~ .~nn, Pete Godcaru and Joan forfeited a. sci?histicatec
Lon._on—ty*e Christmas end esca jeci to Njr..Lra. oh. Tha~ s not
alat to ru art, Much of our time fr5ving been s ,ent at 1 ~cal

hostelries or consuming roast chestnuts snatched from the
stove—to . L good Christmas lunch at ‘The Crown”, a brisk

• doxing Day walk over blackdown to Lurrington, and a slow jog
• by five of us on horseback, áeera to have been the. main events.

Not to be forgotten, hjwever, is the brave ieóe of dig~ing
done by Pete ±vLathew a in U~ er Flood iJw.allet, followed by a

short trij there by ~en (to see what work Pete hai.. Cone).
.~s we were leaving on untur~.ay afternoon Greg, ~7ally, Dave

ant, a friend arrived, just in time to scrounge all our
left over food.

Joan Go~.ard

ev el at a in ad Pa a a

Following the disa i ;oi~atiag situation in Bountain
• Passage dig it was only n~tur~i th~:t ~we should once again
divert our interesttowarQ~$ L3and Passage in the ho e of• finding a rn~jor extension in Lugust hole.

To~ re.s the end of last year Vie Ingram and bill
• Jones mace con.siLerahle roeress, re orting an u ward trend

• of: the :iassage into dc n bouiders~ This iniine~i.ately aroused
the attention of Tony ~nibLs, John Miriam and myself;
conse~uently we visited the dig a fuw weeI~s ago OflL after

• “gardening!’ and a bit of boulL.er do~ging could see an
inviting black a ibce beyonc~. Unfortunately my Wife ke4 going
out every time I lai~ oã my storanchorUt~cic an~amig’s light

also lookec rather sick5 so three tired cavers bic a sorrow

ful. retreat. . . .

The foll ~ing weekend John and I returnee, again to
• Sand Passage, ~hilst dig was stucli in.: lyfleet biting his fl Us

That final cr~l was made wider an. after removing one
• dffen~ing boulcer we ~ere in, hut after only 15 to 212 feet
:of oen Ja~saae ‘1 :y over clay and jennueL. bouL—ers the roof
lawered, or rather the debris rose until the two tet, effec—

• tively bl ~cking the ~,ay on. . 7



Further ~rogress ~e~ends on removing the crawl into
the.o~ensecticjn to f:cilitate the r~jiov:.l of the il~cking
material, so how abàut it all you a±CG membersy

Llaokmoor Floo a Swallet (re—namer: ~laekx~ioor iau~ Swallot?)

Ever since this cave Was foun~ in July last year
)e~ple have been reluctant to dig in the t~.rrninal .assage.
This is ?robably due to the glutinous black muu which covers
the floor and in order to tr:vel in a forwaru. direction
requires movaients similar to tl~.ose us~J in the breast Stroke.

The mud lies at an average ~e.th of 6” over a.~proxi—
mately L~O feet of oassage ending in a mud_y pool no more than
2 feet dee,, held back by a thick calcite flow. ~his cannot ~
smashed comfortably until the mud is rumoveL~ bflL. taken out ci~
the cave, or stored in it in large olythene bags. Once again
your held is needed.

Greg Smith

Ian Ur~:n:na, 2≥3A u~rr ~ ‘iortnolt, Urec:i2or...,..~id~x0
eTL.~ :;riifl Pinch, sgluton Uottc e, Chavey uown

..D:.ica~ic1l, .L)efIts.

h~ve a ;dlic.. for ~robation~ry mc~u:.er~hj~ o2 thc -. - an~.. their
)plicaLiOnS ~41i ho conaii rc~.:2t Lila ciuxt CO~uAtjttCe moetjn~.

T~so next n/i iill be pu;lishea. on the 6th .. arch,
on the i’iru t Thuracay of eoch I:kOfltiI tiioreafter~ it will o~ily
ho ~osto~ h’y—AI.onth].y in future to s~ve ~ost~*e costs0 1
~jtj, £j,j.,.jjj

~eeretury; Jrian ~oe,9i iwciyn iJrive,~inner, .~i:.ax. ui—L;25.1975
Treasurer; Tony.~Z~stcoto .~,duislip,. I ....:x•
1~cet ..ecrotary; ~rian Liil]si&~:i,≥2 Iin]wy (Jourt4hicaet ..c~

.~utton Jurrey.Qi—643~2933,
LCecor...er; Pete A.ThI1CdS~i 35 J.~1~..cli1fe ..~y,:~ortriolt,~ I
T~cklt,;&a; star: ...ei Ne~ca1ah., 29 Uloalniel ic~.,Julh~i±, .i. .6.

:1.d5e~bi
Uotte~.ar~ezi; Greg ~ 1_I i~~~on La.~io, .at~or..,~rts.

$T 29b~d6~
i~..~tor: ~ry~a .!1t11iafl~

r’rint~. ~ :uii~hc,: “..y ~. -~. :itt..~i, ‘% ho~ton G.~r...eas,
..&c.it.kor...., L.~1esex. (,i~bQ.b595.



Supp]- iment

Reward

The PhEtatom Tackle Gobbler has struck again. Not
only has the Tilley Lamp dissappeared, but the club’s large
carbide lamp has also gone from the cottage! If any one knows
of its whereabouts, please inform Ken.

Annual jjinner

Those wanting tickets for the annual dinner who will
be unable to attend on Thursday evenings, should write to tne
secretary within the next three weeks.

Erratum

The first two lines of p6 should read:

In 196L4 MCG was one of the clubs thatiTavoured the sett
ing up of a Southern Council of Caving Clubs rather than join a

The~ first two lines of page 7 should read:

Finuily it should be noted, other Euro jean countries
have national bodies as also does the United States.Other
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