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1s ThlS Your Last?

L T thls newsletter g01ng “tor ue your lastQ’uubs,(BO/L i
. for. menbers anil pro,atlonary hiént: er's over 485 everyoneg - else -
¢ 15/-)were tue on January sty ‘Pleasetsend to Tony Fitzzisboen',
265 Eastcote Road, Ruislip, kioix, make cheques etc (crossea)

payable. to f%enalp Cav1ng Group."

r

o Cover Cmupetltlon

[EEA T

P o . The competition for the Hewsleiter is now well un;cr.
fl:) ”Wsy, ‘and there has been & LOOu response 80 fsr. The" closing _
Gate for entries is 28th- Peb,and ‘the prize is+a- Half hottle

of whisky or gin. So hurry up]yeqr?egtry,may‘ge the winnerd

The,Natlonal Oav1nr ussoclatlon

- L e R M [

"

“Thls took place at’ the last’ n.G.h. of the Rerlonal GoUn011s. I,
hope' that this 1long ..iscussed hody will soon promve ‘that the -
apprehension that some of our members had about it.were unfounied
and. that it will bring great benlflts to thc flElu of upiellology.

y , .. .after many years a, national caving oouy has been formed,

Gréen Shield ™"

i gecond shelf fdr ‘satsepans has heen- suecafto the.

ﬁ”kltbhen.;The flve new- Green -t Shield ut@up pans have  how been .
“‘chrlsteneh; negep” ssv1ng your, stanps; anl ‘give’ ﬁhem to Jban ;
(j) on’ ThurSuEYS or to Val at the cottage.'“ﬁ 'fﬁﬁ N -

o)

at .rdines on the uStUPlaﬂ coast of upﬁlﬂ.

French’Cnvenen eome {ip joking after_§ huolthg™ - “t?fﬂ_,“LQ_

. .. Two Frenchmen li.,Jacques Chabert, and L., Philippe
Wfﬁngleneer have spent three months ZOOft uncergrounu in an
“experinent “to *liveloutsige: tlmc",emerglnh ‘frous-the OlllVler v

Cave, LO iles north’ of Nlce, on:15th’ “Jane The two men -lived” L

separately in‘ 1gloo-type ‘shélters ueSILﬂCu “to” résemble ‘Future- -

moon Jwellings,




" innual General kecting and Dinner

The annual gencral meeting of the- Broup will be held at
the Cotsage, Wordrach-on-mencip,on Satur.ay, karch 22, 1969,
starting at’ Lpm. Nominations for comuwittee posts and proposals -
to amend the Constitution and Rules nmust reach the Jecretary.
not later than Thursday, February 20, 1969, Uominations and - °-
proposals nust he in writing, and nom1nat10ns mast. have the
written cgneenent of the nomlﬁaa encorsed on themn, Thc ‘anmial ;
dinner Wlll be held after’ the .G, m. Details will be c;pqulqteg'
shortly. . LT T

(Urian lee) Secretary

For Those Who Care

'Thé"commltfé, at 1ts next meetlng on Feb 18. w111 consicer
the aggllcatlons for probatlonary mumbershlp of - ;' :

- Dav1u Graves, M5 Tull Lane, uracknell ucrké;.7
Carl Ruxton, 25 Church Rdaa;"ChaVey DoWn;fnécaf?tﬁérksi

*Peter Johnson has een electuu a full mcmber of the Group
ulSO Boh. Knot.'s new acLress is Lelar Farm, iet Lane, Draycott, '
Nr, .Cheuiar, uomerset

Won Chaving Hews For Oévei%;g_ By Otr Political Gores-p-onaénﬁ S

are you fit enough to be a professional ¥

miniwan qualifications for professional caving 1nstru~
ctors (scoutss outward bounders c¢te) uander Giscussion: 1ncluue
the ablility to c¢limb a 200 £t pitch 'without undue exertion';
swim 50 yus in cav:.nE clothes, not to mention 3 years 1nt1mate
experience (cav1ng) of on€ area .and kKnowlelge of two othér reglons
the andual mectln% of" the Council of Southern Gavang Glubs was
told last month, <he aim of thé professioial instruetors is to
approve standards both for themselves and for amateurs 1nstruct
ing their organlsatlons.

welsh Gave Hatlonallan_

There are moves afoot in Wales to set up a Oouncll of
Natlonallsm. : . R

Gav1ng Clubs in Wales. Initial proposals requlre menmber
clubs to belong only to the iielsh Council, but there is op9051t10n
to this from clubs with interests both inl %ales and elsewhere.. _
m.C G, feels that Sore “sort. of asso¢is te nemoershlp (as the GICC
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Whas) m1&ht ae the answer._

. 1eu_,LT PROGRmmD ‘ ‘-; .' Dt f:;"'“f X
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Talklng_of Gorrespouuents

We would like to welcome Lack to these shoresy;an. estahl
ished memher of this Group, who has been our henyan Correspondent

©Por’ the last two! years. What-- you havan 1. readiany ncws from
‘Kenyay Then. edther he did at. wrlte muchor you haven 1 wead. much

Anyway, Welceme back John.Bvans R T A

Feb /2 — Derbyshlro

”h}Feb 15/16 ,Rescue Practlce

warch 8/9 - South Wales - D Y O "_O F.Ds otoi

”ff?March,ZZ/ZB nnnual General Meetlng.

R ‘7Note In‘V1ew of the large ﬂumoors attendlng aWay neets,
it is essential that members inform their eet Sec of their:
intentiop to-attend the meets :

- ,Pln‘tree . et oo O

e

’ulll meniers glease notu that vlsltors must pay 10/-;;

' uep051ta ontheé : Pintree ey, -and that . the key must be returned

to the cottage inmedistely after the trip., If there is no one at

J“the cottage 5P the deposit-is ‘not. there,they can get their 10/~

hadk” on' svblication to the -keet bHee (ahhress attached to Key)

Wt“promlded that ‘theé key is returneh promptly- to-the cottage. Ry
*unreturned.key deposits must-be poste¢ to the mect See ‘as . soon

as possible aftcr the weekena. Tiresie o e
, BT SH

Reacae Practlce

S CAS nembcrs of the M.B.O. the Menulp Cav1n& Group is expe
cted +to- do-at least two prestice rescuss 8 year, . The.last gracticc
in December had to he cancelled becuuse five members Lacke; out
at the last minute two:-days before the practice,Please uon 't let
this happen again on’' Feb-15, iv-victim has Flready been selectel
and it ghould be a pleasure tu rescue this damisel from the depths
of an easy cave, ( She even looks good in a: goon suit,) So please:
support the Rescue Practice on Feb 15..

_,I-I.




Helmets

The iseet Sec has a small number of Texolex helmets
for sale 25/~ exch, . :

B EXPEDITION 1 963 -

rmrlng July thls year we hope to take two mini- buses

-~ bo uustrla td@ Go some caving and festering. The uxact area has

yet to be deciled, so anyone with Knowlege of caving in .ustria
please contact the lieet Sec, The approximate cost will be £23,
thiés will include all travel, fares, and caniping fees during

the trip., It does not inoluae food, arink and othér‘luzury“items.
We will leave Brentford at 7.00pm on duly 4 - drive to dover,
cateh the midnight boat~ canp first night in Germany, and reach
the campsite in .ustria by.the second. nlght. On the return
journey we leave Ostend on the 10 30 am bhoat anu.raturn to
vrentford at about &,30pm,. o . ;

. non returnable deposit of &5 1s required from all
prospective members of the expedition as soon as possible. s

.numbers will be- 11m1tad,to 20 the flrst 18 uep051ts Wlll secure

places,.:
mrlan Hlllmaﬁ.

Club Digs

The committee is anxios to ensure that this year.
lieCetr, digs on kendip will be actively worked. We cannot Jjustify
hanging on to a&ig thot is not being actively worked,and we

may . be-: asked to rellnqulsh 51tes that other olubs want tO'QlL.

“hat is proposem, is for someoqe to accept PQSQOSl

hbill%& for a dig, and to ensure that it is dug actlvly.Thls :

persoen will-he required to report to the conmittde . twice a yeor

ds to the state of the dig,and the ‘work Lone, The commlttea is
brepared to consiler the purchase of any special- equlpmant

rcquirec for the efficient and safe working of any dig b61ng
operated under the scheme described abowe.

The present list of clul digs is glven below, and
any menber Wllllng to: accept resposibility for.a dig is asked
to let the meet Sec know in- wrltlng as soon as possible. - :

Bldckmoor - UQQCP Floou uwallet ,
o Cliiddle flooa 8wallet

L M : ;Lhaft . o S
_august -. Sand Passa&e -7 Timber Hole
Loagwoou‘Valley Dig . e Bone Hole . .-
hnapp Hill ' T - Coopers Hole

}4 13, Sele




- Loniaoed <~

_ m@mhers are reminied that the oﬂly aeroveu routes for
access to ‘Longwodd Cave are Vi e : C

(1) Prom Velvet uotton

(2) The fleld footpath from Fir Lane ‘to the cast of
' Lower Parm. and then down to the valley footpath
by way of the wooued spur into which g stlle Zives
access fron the flclu.aoove, :

TH.URE I3 Wo .L.LOOEUU R J.J.LI\)}LIJ.IG ILI LO l.aI\. P i

C.R.G. uym9031um on Cave: Photo ra;hv

- ) Bth march 19b9, Vaughan Golle e9 Léicester, comencla&

_ ) ~+ ab 10am. Cost is 15/- (full time students 7/63.)

o . . wll aspects of cave photogravhy, both- cine etk stlll,
w111 be coveredl, . evening session is being planned to show

complete caving films, |
S bouk - How with Pete kathews,

Back,in=huqﬁness - The Speleolovist

: . new Al upeleOIOslst is out ot the now pPlGG of 3/64

Remember it cost 4/6G back in 1965] Uncer new e itors the

~layout has béen changed, but they were stlll u81ﬂ5 up Olu ncws,
. The nuxt issuc Shuuld be -hetter stlll ‘ .

anve-Gomment by OHOfWP Duux,'= . e L _7 . i

.;Dig Lrother at the'Cave-Entrdnce

beware caver numoer NCA 12;&56 are your aoots clean
i enough to enter HC. cave 23B/65(W)?" Sorry lad your permit is
K:) not up to cete (Mot paid your national 1evy for: 1984%) Lnu
anyway your hoiler suit is torn back left - These aren't the
good old days of caving free for all, you know, now. the Nmtlonal
: ' ﬁouy has organlseu everything for. you : i

Far fetched perhaps, but thc Peccnt chanbe uf NG of
the 'Regional Councils for Coving in Great vritain'to the
MATIOW,AL C.VING ..5i0CILTIVN ig one step further towards orzan-
isation. True that the change of name was not accompanied by
sany change in powers (neither holy has, or had, any except the!

tduty to dissewinate 1nformatlon) - but with a name like 'The |
‘¥ational Caving ..ssociation' who can doult it's QSQlPDthﬂSQ




In 1964 keg was one of the clubs that favoured the get+”
up of a Southern Council of Caving Clubs rather than jeoim a "
national association; *n 1966 1CG's secretary was a Gelegate to
-the first meeting of the Regional Councils. .1l along we have
opposed & national Lody. - how could one swall coumitbtee represent
the wiewsg of all cavers - esp301ally as thcy, of a11 people, have
Gozens of divergent views.

No gpentle caver, take time off occasionally fron youy
-ulbglﬂb, sometimes let your Nife cell remain uncharged and turn
your nind to. the politiecs of caving . .Otherwise tiwat cave ' just
about to po! will stay  closed. while the'GaW@,Politicians,
regulate 1it, tax it, license it and when you get to the hottom
you will find not a virgin passage, but Uipg drother awaiting you,
1984 is only 15 years away.s

-—-—-—n-—-—-—--—_————...'___-

From o Gaver who has turaeu,hls mind to Cave PoJltlcs

-

. _ The recent formatlon of The Wational Caving .ssoclation
" “has- come. -at:atime: when Lritish. Caving is hadly in need of a
“national body to%rep;esent.ill cavers in this country,

~

I ‘stress the. word all. because there are and will he
increasingly more and nore cavers who (o not belomg to clubis and
yet have their caving influenced Ly the actions of clubs, It is
1mgortqnt that thomr v1ews should not be neblectau.' :

C o On a broah anu morulmgurtant front A bouy reyresenting
allthe countryls cavers can ne&oalate more authortively with
international,natiocnal’ goverment, and. local bodies, . than indi-
vidual clubs can ever hope to. Incrensingly external pressures
are making caving a loru ulfflcuTt sport to JCPSH@, lond access
rights and local water boards are Cuntlnually limiting aceess to
caves , and even closing thum._uurely a national bouy has more
hope of ansurlnb that our 1ﬁturests in such matters than can he

L achlchh at cluu level., e :

, F'ﬁ_ulso a natlon 1 uogy uru.lnb on thc hum:n an_ monbtury fj)
rbsourcas.{ersumably clubs or incividials woula contrilutc to

“this-boly) woull e A for stronger Lositioa to .ursue the
‘vakious ¢ ve sclunges-anu rescue ond other technlgues then the :
present few individuals can, Brha,s also woney coule bo ubph

to § onsor. QXrbulthnS tO'uPuAS furthcr aficly’ thqﬂ Luro.e,

enu of tho 1l 1n erumcnts ’:1nst a nltlonul ,ohy i, Sars
to bc a féar that such a Lowy WUUlu.lﬂtPOLUGB its own PUILS
regariing access ete., to theé (etremént. of club anw. lﬂlelmH”l
surely external forcecs are alrealy iging ths, aid only with a
LBMOCPQtlcally elected natlonJl bouy can we ho e to countbrﬁct

6 thls




Finally it shoulc Le notsl, other burc.e 1 cuultl:
have national Lodies as also wocs the United ot .ues. Sther
sgorts in this country zlso have nationsl representative

“bodies: so why shoul.n't we! Then we coull rossilly avail
’ S oursgelves of the scrvices of the winister of 3 ort,.
Dove Hellon
L4 -
c ;Q. 18 on_menuiy

_ JoBix of us, Pute” mJtnsws, Don Vos;ur, aen Neweonbe,
. ‘  an. aing Pete Goloare snl Joan forféitdd a soghisticatod
S Lon.on-ty e Christmss wn. esczsed tu Norircsch, Therds not
'alit to re.ort, nueh of our tiwe hoving been s.ent st 1cal
hostelries or consumilg roast chestnuts snatched from the
stove-to . . gool Christiics lunch at "The Crown', a Lrisk
Loxing Day wolk over blackiown to Lurriﬂbton, zac a slow jogi
) - Ly . five of us on horsebick, scem to hivé been the mzin evoents,
‘i) - Net to be forgoiten, however, is the brove iece of Cipcing
- ‘ Jone Ly Pete smisthews in Up .er Flool Jwsllet, followse Uy a
short triJ therc by sen (to see whot work Pete hac doae),
48 we were lerving on daturusy afteracon Grep, va2lly, Dsve
sgnl. a friend arrived,; Just ia time to scrounge all our
left over food.

Joon Gowesrd

“ T iy

,Deyelumbnts in Zenc P 85 ;-e

: Follomlﬂh thb hleJ}OlJtllb bltUatlod in Fouatain

- Pzss-pe dig 1t was. only nztural th:rt‘we shoull oace again
Civert our interest towerds Sonl P?:ssapge in the ho ¢ of
finding a major exitension in .uyust Hole.

To. rus the end of l=28%t yenr Vie Inyprom snd oill
: Jones mace con51uerable robrcsb, re orting an u.warl trena

. "of. the jussape into cle: n Loullers; This imnédistely aroused
{ ) . ‘the attention of Tony iniblLs, John wirisam and mysclfy
- conse nently we visited the dig a fow weeks apo anu after

”5argen1n~” anc a Lit of bLouller louging could see @i
inviting Black s sce beyone, Unfortunstely my Hife keot ooling

out every tine I lsic on my stomzch or buck anw wipg's light
H_also 1ooked rabhbr 81ck g0 three tired casvers Lid a sorrow-
- ful ret I‘B_.'t S T

y The foll n.dng weekena Johin snl I -returnew zgcian to
CHand Passape, whilst wiy was stuch in-bLyfleet Litin; his n:ils
- Thet finsl crewl was madle wiwer znl sfter removiag oae
Coffencing boulwsr.we were in, bui afier only 15 to 20 feet
-of oosen 18e87.€ way OVel clsy and jouwew boulwers the roof
1 wered, or raiher the webris . rose until the two met, effec-
tively bl.ocking the w2y on. ‘ o 7




the ogen seetion to £ :eilitate the rowov:l of the Llucking

Further Jrog ‘PEES “b,bncs on remwoving the crawl into
m.tcrlal, s0 how about it =11 you wCG membersr

Dlackincor Flood Swallet (re-nsmed blackuoor siue Swalloct?)

Bver sinee this czve was founo in July last year v
>eople have been reluctant to Gig in the t.rminel jassavc,
This is probably due to the glutinous black muw which covers
the floor and in oruer to tr.vel in a forward dircceiion
reguires movaitents similar to those uscld in the vreast Stroke.,

The mud lies at an average werth of 6" over a.proxi-
mately LG feet of passage encing in a2 mudly pool no more than
2 feet deen, held bsck Ly a thick czleite flow. This csznnot Vi)

‘smashed comfortably until the mud is reémovew sne tzken out cn-

the cave, or siored in it in larye rolythene bags. Once agaln
your helpy is needed, ‘ '

Greg Gmith

oL Grain g

Len Urchima, 22354 User oo, Hortholt, Uregni'or., ..i..x,
#ee crian Minen, & loton bott €y Uhavey wown Rou..,
Lracknell, Lergs,
huve gplic.. For ro; tionury mGuwsesrship ol tuc . UG an.. tacip
spplications will ¢ coasi. CPC. 2t e asxXt cowndittue weebing.,

Heuslotl Lor

he next n/1 Jlll se pucslisiel on the 6th - =rcli, wnd.
on-the Lirst Thurscay of woech month thoreafter. 1t will anlar

LG 208tC. Ly-aoatinly ia Tuturc to g8:2ve pgosty ¢ costs, ﬁ)
CC Lusi :

secrebarys Lrdisn ~ec,%1 avclyn Wrive,. ‘inner, .. iolx, [*LZU 1975
Treasurer: Tony fitzoillon, 205 Lasteoto u\,ﬂu;alﬁg, LK
-G8t Loerctery: rian Lillamea,Z22 Linloy Gourt, hlbmut ey
.Uiton uurruw.bl-6u3nd953«

fecor..r: Polte . athews, 159 acliife . ay,fort tholt,. 1 ..:,
Teeklimustor: ea Hewcouis, 29 Ulomunsl i, Ullidlu, Se. .6,

~1 wamleon Luse, agdor.,.orts,

AT 2Soué,

PN

Gotts, v waPuen: Grog .iaith,
anitor: Lrysa Cittuian,

frintec ne ‘uclished Uy L, ittiesa, 9 Toston Gor. i,
- Pt OrL, i dEseR, Li-00. 6595,
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Suppliment

Reward

The Phuntom Tackle Gobbler has struck again. Not
only has the Tilley Lamp digsappeared, but the club's large
carbide lamp has also gone from the cottagel! If any one knows
of its whereabouts, please inform Xen,

Annual Uinner

Those wanting tickets for the annual dinner who will
be unable to attend on Thursday evenings, should write to tue
secretary within the next three weeks.

Erratum

The first two lines of pb6 should read:

In 1964 NMCG was one of the clubs thatifavoured the set:
ing up of a Scuthern GCouncil of Caving Clubs rather -than join a

9 o8 ¢ s 0

The, first two lines of page 7 should read:

Finudly it should be noted,; other Buropean countries

have national bodies as zalso does the United States.QOther..,....






