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Jwte minds of many people, spelaeology/
more than a posh name. for foolhardy ex - -

by:.Dyoung men .(tJiose~ thoughtless stu -

again!) in caves, wbg. ~hamelessly endanger~~
only their own-liv~, but also those of t~4$
rescuers, and so oi~4tjis pleasant, therefore~9
welcome this wel1~oduced volume which~p44

• mirably shows ~Iht~the study of cave~
about. It does sojby±-focusing upon the nter~
disciplinary activitiq1of the University of
tol Spelaeological-Society in a small limestd1
area of western Ireland, which they have - -

died in depth continuously since World Wi~
IT. If any book.~can dispel the popu1~
misconception of what cave explorers do, tEjs~
‘iscertainlyit. ;n -

Separate chapters. deal with the geology~d
the area, its geomorphology, the geomorpholo~
gy of the cave systems~ their possible mod~pf
formation in termsr1:of, solutional erosion~Qj
study of the cave! sediments; and detailed
criptions of the caves themselves. There.:
appendices on the.-hiethods used to survey.
caves so that they- could be accurately relat~
0 the surface features and those used to ftaj

• underground water flow. By limiting themsel’iS
to a small area only—less than eight miles
square—the authors have been able to~::us~
dertake a really detailed study over several
years of the relationships between the:~u,k~
derground and the surface geomorpho1ogy4k~:
any case, the overall lengths of the -cave-sy&~jii
tems are sufficiently large to occupy one cavinj~
club fully for. several seasons’ work: the Pouft;
nagollum-Poulelvasystem is over seven milei
long, the Coolagh. River Cave two miles, the
Doolin Cave six and a half miles, and the cavaj~
of the Poulacapple region total several miles..t4,

One interesting conclusion may be singlèdf9
out from this comprehensive survey, namelytij
that the majority of the caves seem to havej7j
been formed remarkably quickly, perhaps inl~i
the last 10 000 years, since the end of the last~
glaciation. This view finds support both fromi,
the relation of the caves to post-glacial surfâcej5
features and from calculations of possible ratesj~
of limestone solution. Although British geomor-j~
phologists have been reluctant to accept thattj

~pocket of miii~ aeologists~
uj~.to £6: in 19,7OR.David & Chad~ka%.
produc~vhnical.archaeological bo4sçn4e
cheaply,: and- ont feels~that this too could~ha~e
W~.,~a4Rt~~per, perhaps~ by- sacrificing

the less,. it is wefl~:worth -

buying “~ it willqnspire. othsi
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