rescuers, and so org.;,{t—;ns pleasant, therefore

- welcome this well-produged volume whlch_

‘. mirably shows ;what::the study of cave&jﬁ'
about. It does soyby:focusing upon the mtcr-l
disciplinary activities,of the University of Bms‘-
tol Spelacological-Society in a small hmcsto" !
area of western Ireland, which they have sty
died in depth continucusly since World W"h
II. If any book:ican dispel the populif
nmisconception of what cave explorers do, this
'is certainly it. .y upe e

Separate chapters deal with the geology ;
the area, its geomorphology, the geomorpho =
gy of the cave systems; their possible mods Af
formation in terms;-of. solutional erosxon,m&
study of the cave;sediments; and detailed deg

criptions of the.caves themselves. There. 15
appendices on the fnethods used to survey.the
caves so that they:could be accurately related:
o the surface features and those used to trace
underground water flow. By limiting themse]ves
to a small area only—Iless than eight milm
square—the authors have been able to::uss
dertake a really:-detailed study over several};
years of the relationships between the: i
derground and the surface geomorphology.t Ilr__il
any case, the overall lengths of the -cave- sy§dy
tems are sufficiently large to occupy one cav1iig 3
club fully for several seasons' work: the Pould. i
nagollum-Poulelva system is over seven milesi;
long, the Coolagh River Cave two rmles, the%
Doolin Cave six and a half miles, and the caves :
of the Poulacapple region total several miles. -3

One interesting copclusion may be smgledl:
out from this comprehensive survey, namel
that the majority of the caves seem to have
been formed remarkably quickly, perhaps inj3
the last 10 000 years, since the end of the last:;
glaciation. This view finds support both from":
the relation of the caves to post-glacial surfa ed
features and from caiculations of possible ratesg]
of limestone solution. Although British geomorl
phologists have been reluctant to accept tha

produced_h;_echmcal archaeologlcal boo
cheaply, and- one feels; that this:too: coul

eaper, perhaps. by sacrificing:.
ope the less,. it is. welL rorth:
‘hopes it_ wi]l. pire
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