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Swinsto Hold; torlcshire Easter i~eet

On Easter Su~iday we drove up icingedale, añ&~~árked
opposite Braida Garth, to change for the day’s caving. ,Oner
party consisting of Bill Jones, Lion Booth, and Sion Hookins
was going in the Valley Entrance to explore the kingadals
Master Gave; Greg, five N.2.O. chaps and myself. prepared to
descend the Master..Cave via Swinsto Hole .and.emerge. front the
Valley Entrance.

We embarked on a fairly •stçep.’ólizub up. the Scar Face,
and after a short search found the entrance to Swinsto. The
entrance hole drops into a low active stream passages which
descends ~uickly into the first pitch of 2Oft. This done, we
continued along the steam passage for about I000ft,. the passage
now varflng in height from a flat—out crawl with your lowere
lip cr4ating a how—wave, to a stoop Where a ‘cossack crawlt
seemed to be the most appropriateway to proceed0 At the end
of this passage tale the second pitch which was climbable but
for the waterfall pounding over the edge. Much time was spent
there damming the waterfall and then releasing it to cascade
into the pool at the bottom of the pitch with a roar lae a
thousand cisterns being pulled,

The next pitch was of 3Oft and fcllowed on aftel’ about
L~Oft of passage and is not classed as particularly wet,
however to our dismay the ladder dangled righ.t~n the. water
fall so that the happy ciry speleos were transformed into wet
and miserable sun worshipperá, who were doing that thing about
hot bricks, in antici?atian of the wet pitch. A few steps and~
the. fourth pitch was reached which was laddered out of. the.
water. Another short length of passage brought us to the fifth
and nastiest pitch. . . . . . .

I now produced the pieàé of equipment. every :self.~
respecting potholer should darfl—a .breadknife-~(didn’t you kncw)
The intended use of this had, been of some. concern, but it tur.’..a~
out that it was used quite innocently to cut, off a piece of
rope to make a belay.The pitch was 6oft deep terniinat5.ng on a
large rock ledge above the 4Oft sixt~ pitch..; We all made co~mnen:!
about ‘sexual practices in hell’whiie. descen.ding.but t~e mar.aRe~
to derive some consulation from the spect~cle of the next chap
uescending~ chrough the water that was f~i.liflg .~ down the whol9
fltch. ~e had brought 6Oft of ~add.er, ~ lSOft and a lOOft rope.~
Up to this pitch the last person had been able tC drop the ladder
and descend on the rope. For this pitch however , when the last



man was ready, one rope was i_ed to the top of the jorldev aicem
round :a .:~t1hi’21. helay and sent down the pitch.~to be. ~o-n~ed ~t
the bottom, and the lifeline passed through thd’*pe lthdd.er and.
also sent down the piteht-Tho- last man~then. descended the pitc~i
and the ladder was then pulled down bringing the rope with it,
the.4ffeliae being hauled dolvn. ~ wjoh was
left up: there0’ This proceenine was. repeated .fo)~. the-- n~xt -pitch
-which.was also in. the--water for -LauGh. Of itts~.2:engtha

Prom the poo’ a+ the bane of th~s ritch Wa ~cj±owed a
long. passaga:of rift cross .s,ection at~ times- -leaving the stream,
leading, to the seventh pitch of 25ft, noting- -onrthe~way the
pitch into Swinst~ from Sim~ofl~s Pot. We dropped into a chamber
back:-in the stream bnce~more and ‘carried. -ors:vja- a-short wet
cIimb.of -121t to tha connecting crawl to- tlze.Master-- Cave0

The crawl was mainly in a gravelly bed an.. about 200fg
lopg -altogether. hut not. f-latout. which brought comforting
thought-s of. ‘lovely’- Mendip thrutches to .G~eg and-myself.

We emerged ~n a very low and very rde SC~G:ofl of the
Master Cave and plunged’ on through the: rnagrJf iDent ‘aasages to
the swap where the other party .-. had left jfr~ p5.t~ch ladflDred,
There followed a brisk walk to the Valley Entrance, slowed only
-by- the -necessity of -passing the canai2... with a: neck high nraddy
water level, and spurred on by vissions of pintas (of milk-
of course!) and FOOD~

- , - - - - -Roger- Wallington0

- ‘J~ournaL 1969 - - .- -

As stated at the Annual cteneral Meetiag 1n 1viarc.~, I
have started preparing the, 1969 Journal,- Howe~.ar until I -

receive more articles there is little I. can do~ I ~:eauire
— articles ta be giv:en tth me between now and the end, of June. D

They may he in manuscript so long, as they are legible, although
I would prefer~them typed if at all possible0 D&r~gvams ari& ~
surveys th.ould..be.ilsed to fll~strate.articles wherever i’~aeible..
As long as they are clearly, drawn and.. labelled. - one of. our
numerous professional draughtsmen: or. illustrators will, b.e~ able’
to mae the final. neat copy -.. ;-: :.. -

In July I will send the materjal to be typed., and
should like to malce it .:cle~ar that the. Journal .c~Emnndt wait.
for late. articles, because delay would: -result. in tho -Journal
not being ready- :for distribution -atthe planned t,ime,.

- .. - - - joar~aoc5jttarcj,,
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A. G.M.

The iumual.General w~eeting of the Mexidip Ca?ing Group
was held at the cottage at Nordrach on MendLp on 22nd March.

The Treasurer Tony ~‘itzgibbo~ said that Thursday subs —

eriptiàns instituted last autumn had made a great improvement
to the Land Purchase Fund, however income from the cottage had
declined as there had been. fewer guests. Brian Human Meet
Sec. .áhnoun.ceâ. the. leaders for the club digs, also that he.. had
to report the news of the impending caving restrictions in
Cheddar’.Gorge. (The implications Qf which I think, all” are noW
more aware.) In reply the Secretary Brian :Mee,. said that he
would be persuing this matter with the parties concerned.Br.ian
Hillman also said that the Blpekmoor Lid’ would be installed this
summer.

The Editor appealed for morematerial for both the New~
Letter arid the Journal. Judgementof the Newsletter Cover
Competition is to be deferrad;.until June, qwing to. the lack of
any outstanding entriea. However the :produc;tion .of the News
letter had been greatly improved by the introductir-.n ,o~ the new
duplicator. . , . . . . . , - . .

The Tacklemaster Ken N.cwcomb. reported that the .test
ladder was satisfactory and. prodution. would go ahead with the
manufacture of the new ladder. He also reported that .the , Tilley
lamp was still missing, and. that all the club carbide lamps
had been cannibalized for spares and their availability was to.’’
be restricted frQm now on.

Greg Smith the Cottage warden said that resent Cottage
Work vveekends:.’had been badly supported. A new stove is required.’’
and is to be installed this Auxumer. (J4nyone who knows of a suit
able stove ‘should contact To.hyFitzgibbon the new Cottage ‘Warden)’

C The club Secretary Brian lvlee criticised the curreiit ~
members of the club for showing insufficient interest in the
club. ‘ •‘: : . . ‘~ - :.., ‘,, ,., ‘ .

Two amendments to ~he Constitution and Rules were
‘proposed.*’ ..... ‘“ .~, :.

I That from 1970 amendments to the C.&R. w:~,l be
considered at annual nieetfngs in 9even!’ years only. .

This animmdment was ab.andór~d, ~i. , . .:

2 That the Mendip Caving Group does not w’qh the
power of the National Caving Association, to be eztendee.~

This amendment wa-s carried by an overwhelming majority.
3
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A motion was also proposed that This neetirg deplores..
the action taken by iv~.N.R0C, regarding access to c~res in Cheddar
Gorge. This was carried un~ijnously~

The new list of committee members will he foUnd on the
back page. of this newsletter,

Note Regarding the N.C.A,,it ~is my opinion th&ü ~.reiits in
the recent past arid in the near future may well p~ove the necessity -

of the body.Possibly with increased powers.For, this may become
the only practical wqy in which caving interests may he p±otecte~.
effectively, in a situation in which external interests are
turning against the sport. .

Bryan Pittmc.n

Easter Esàapades in Yorkshire - 0
After various delays, nine members left ~reg Smith’s house

at Watfor& at 9.3Opm.on Thursday: 3rd April. We were travelling
in Dave Hodby’ 5 mini—bus which was limited to 50 mph max~ speeds
and we finally arrived at the N.LC. cottage at Lj.03O~,am, We felt
that we were justified in having a late breakfast, so we roàe
at 10 o’clock. No one felt like caving so we took a leisurely
trip to Pen—Y—Gçnt. Four of our number ascehded the peak while
the rest stared in awe and wonderment at Hull Pot and Hunt ~è
Pot. After te.a a brisk walk down the railway line by chance
lead us to the Flying Horseshoes inn~

Saturday saw a further lay in until. 11 &olock, The
excuse this time forsjot caving being that theMeet Sec was
ill. However he valiently overcame.his sickness and urged the
others underground. After a slight disagreement with an old
woman, in which she nearly beat up Greg, some members descende&
the underworld. A total of four people went caving t*o on a
photographic trip down Long Churn, and two accompanied four
N. P.C. members into Upper Long Churn0 ,Thths trip took a very
short time but it was very sporting, The cave consisted of a
rather watery stream passage which conc.onaected with Do~tho:~

Bannister’s Hand Basin in Lower Long Churn.

On completion of theupper series, the four intrepid
~elios ziet in Low~r~Long Churn, and whilst Pete Mathews anti

~n Vosper took some. photos, Sion and Roger proceeded don into
Alum Pot. The 5Oft pitch was negotiated and on reaching Alma
Main Shaft it was decided that a quick trip out was in order
as we v~e~e already an hour over due.

4



Meanwhile the surface party had visited ~hite Secre Qa~o A~[~;:
a pleasent evening down the Thib we all got to bed about midx:Lght

Sunday dawned fine and we proceeded after breakfast to
Kingsdale. Some of our group entered the Valley Entrance of the
Master Cave. Others went with an N.P~C. party,entered Swinsto
Pot and proceeded with the aim of emerging from the Valley
Entanc.e. It was estimated that the trip would take about L1 hours
However they had not returned after 6~- hours. Brian Hillman
then put the C.R.O. on stand~-by and started to plan a jumble—
sale of Greg and Nallyts gear in aid of the Land Purchase Punde

The C.R.O. wanted a further 1~ hours before the would
take action, however the party arrived half an hour later unaware
that they were all that overdue. The remainder of the evening
was spent in the Flying Horseshoes, where we w~re~g~eb~ed by
Mike Brace. and company who had just come down from the Lake
district.

Next morning we ~grose at 10 and departed for home at
noon. The weather throughout the weekend was very pleasent5
and, some people enjoyed themselves.

B~ Hillman & S Hookins.

M ember s~J~

The committos wish to welcome Roy Stevens and Alan Jackson.
as Probationary Members of the i~.C.G. Roy Stevens’ membership
has been backdated from ~st January 1969~

~~wsletter.

This month’s newsletter is a week late! The editor apoi~gise,
however on the final date for accepting items 28th March, the
editor had received none whatsoever Next N/l will be issued on
I st i~iay, two weeks time, and all material for incortion must
be submitted by next Thursday.

COMM ITTEE

Sec~etary; Brian Mee,91 Evelyn Drive,Pinner,Middx. OI~~428el975
Treasurer: Greg Smith,131 Hagdon Lane,Watford,Herts0

01 792o 29606
Meet Secretary: Brian Hillman,22 Linley Court,Thicket Rd

Sutton, Surrey. 01 —6Lf3~ 2933
Recorder: Peter Mathews,155 Radcliffe Way,Northolt,Middx.
Tacklemaster:Ken Newconb,29 Clonmel Rd, Pulham, S.W. 6.

01 —383~3965
Cottage Warden: Tony Fibzgibbon, 265 Eastcote Rd,Ruislip,Middx.
Editor: Bryan Pittman,39 Boston &dns, Brentford,Middx. 01—560. 6595
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