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Accident Liabili~t

In the June newsletter Bryan Pittnian gave a warning
with regard to children on caving trips. This I should like
to amplify. . -

Our Club. and the leader of a trip have a responsibility
to ‘all guests taken on a caving trip, irrespective of the age
of the guests. There is no legal magic attached to any partic
ular age or age group; if the Club is negligent in the main
tenance or provision- of the equipmen.t used, or the leader is
negligent in his control of the party and an. accident occurs
in which the guest is injured as a result of that ‘neg1igence~
the±be may be a cause of actio~3 against the Club or the leader.
The: problem. is,what is ‘negligence’ in any particular set of
circumstances. . . .

If for example the Club uses a ladder which breaks
when the guest. is using it, the question is ,tDid the Club
know, or ought it to have known that the ladder was fajalty’?’
If the answer is tYest then the injured guest is likely to
succeed in an action against the club. It will not make any
difference to the cause of action if the guest was 6, iS,
or 26 years of age.

On the other hand, if a’ guest fallQ when scaling a
pitch without either ladder or lifeline, the question is
‘Was the leader negligent inallowing him to do so? Also
did he exercise proper supervision- of the party, and the
guest in particula~?’ Here, the age cf the guest, or rather,
his experience as.a.caver may be relevant0 It the pitch

J was not a difficult oJDe and proper instructions were given..
by the leader as’ to. the method of ascent or descent there
way be no negligarLce but — should he have seen to it that.
the guest was lifelined? What do you. think? If .the guest
was inexperienced it wcaldnot matter if he was 16 or L1.6
years of age — the rock at the bottom would be just as
hard for both of them0 The probability is that the older
the guest the greater will be his own experience and abiL :;.t~
to use his own judgement. That is where age may be significall~

The younger or more inexperienced is the guest caver,
the greater will be the resposibility of the leader to see
that he does not injure himself. What is adequatc supervision
(if any is required) o:e a guest who has done fifty trips is
different from that required for a guest who has done only
five trips,
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Parents do not have a cause of action because a child
is injured on a caving trip. It is the chid’s action, and so
long as he is under 21 the law requires that he must bring his
action through a person. of over 21, usually Dad, sometimes Mum,
rarely someone else.

Our Club members are bound by our Clpb rules and consti—
tutiot• Q.ir guests are not.

Obviously in our particular sport we all accept a certain
degrea of risk of ~injury, and if the Almighty chooses to let the
stalactite curtian drop just as a guest is passing under it, he
can hardly blame the terrestrial leader — unless of course the
end of the show was expedited by the detonation of 2 lbs, of
“bang11 in the wings a couple of milDates earlier!

B. J. Saunders.

Flood Changes in G.B. Cave. D
The Dry Way is now open, but the passage between First

Grotto and Mud Passage is flow a squeeze, at the end of which
is a 3m. drop for which a ladder ia advisable.

There is now a permSnent la&d.er fràm First Grotto into
the Wet Way, courtesy of some other club, The drop at the
bottom of the chain in thhe Wet Way is now much longer and a ladder
is useful there,

The Ooze is still blocked. However though thera is a
large quantity of mud washed down. from another swallet, this is
being removed slowly by the stream, which has scoured a way
through it. It is still possible that more mud may be washed
down though. Several boulders have been removed from the bottom
of the Pitch, making the present scramble down I 5m. instead of
Ian, Above the Pitch the bypass route for the water is blocked,
so that in wet conditions it goes down the Pitch.

Debris has been deposited in the Gorge below the Pitch, :
making the climb into the ~cbow 3.5m. insSead of Sm., and the
bottom an. of the fixed ladder is covered. The Bottom Dig is
only passable for about lOm. In the New Series there is a sand.
floor in the crawl to Heliotite Chamber, and many of the boulders
have moved.

There is a fuller account by Dave Savage in the Jubilee
issue of the UB.S.S. Proceedings.

Marianne Last.

Rescue FirstAid~

The haphazard distribution of rescue first—aid kits over
Mendip is to be considered by a committee of the MSR.Q.
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One L7fiflg aa kendip, some bleary eyed blokes awoke
ia ~gton1~ to fi1~ themselveS gazing on a couple of police
men. WaW.’ied thoughte about all the traffic offenoes that they
had cjopjnd*te&~fld all. the stuff they had nicked disappeared
intc gales of laughter when they heard that the ‘Castle of Comfort’
5jgftbad)~.QCfl~tO]-0Th.

The sign was found the following week swinging to and

fro outside the Belfry — it was planted there by persons unknown.

t Shatter Cave -

This save was found during April and is one of the
~~iights of Fifetidi~ It cozisist~ of 1500ft. of -superbly decorated
passages. The cave was discovered by q.uaa’Ying i.n Fairy4 Cave
Quarry, and like au the other caves there,hãs à~at.e~rentraflCe4
acaess,.bfl1~ strictly. eon.trolled. by Cerebus S. S. Trips down
Shatter Cave may only be made whale the quarry is closed,
~nd the-n only with an official leader. -

ãa~i-n~ Gear - .
- -

A caving mail order service by. ;—

Dave Sweating, 68 Broxash Road,--Battea%~ta, London, 92411.

A fairly comprehensive range of equiptuent can be supplied.
This includes quite a selection of neoprtnes and wetsuits,
diving ey.uzpment,ladders, ropes, and climbing equipment.
Particularly interesting, -boiIer&a1tsáre-to~be~Zad at 7/~::.~
ascii! Thq4s may also ~e collected (saving, postage, which couJ4
be quite ~con.siderable) by prior ~arrangetiient only,The compete
QataloguC is ~available Thom the Tacklemaster.

wetsuat Socks

A new and improved pattern appears in th~ Weasex
journal No.122.

Mind the Easel . .. .~.

It’s ba~ etlotg~ having cave photographeñ andsvè~i.
~jy~ cluttering up cavea and. ~qidin~ qp trips. I’ve never
yet met the cave artist, but app~r’6ntly t1hey are ~o~ing in
numbers. Can ybu imagifle the scene when you’tO on. tzong trip
‘Hang on for a coupl~e of hours, I just want to flnsh~otf a ~‘

watercolour.’ ‘Further thoughtè on the sub ä6dt ooel&r i Ye:è~at :t.:~

,YnJ. No.122. ______
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$t Cuthbert’ s Report Part F — Gour i’Iall 1irea (I

phot6&rá’gh~i’@. jf: ).~.

A description an-4 survey are given from Plantation
Junction to the sun~. The only ‘E~idS passage is the Pyrolusite
Series.

The Caves o1~ Rana Noraland, Norway — a.E.G. Transactiins Vol II
No.1 (7lpp •~ photos.+ survey)

Ypt another .Noresiaad Saga from the St Pierres. A
Detailed description of each and every cave is given together
with notes on their locatioh. Six of the caves described are
over 2000m long.

Following the similar publication of ‘The Caves of
GraatadáJ.en’ Norwegian. caves are becoming extremely well docwnentc.
14 deed some of our own caving areas, are less well covered.. Lack
of information should be no problem for anyone contemplatlng ~a
öaving expzdition. to A’ct.ic Norway (Evçn’tha C.IR.G. liewaletter
cn~tains lOpp:on the Caves of Kjopsvik, and Tystjoid) . .. D
Kendal ~ J~3. No.4 (30)

It goes with out saying that tha first halt ot this
journal is devoted to an. acØouát of various ‘caving areas in
Norway (3 miles of passage fl. ftiscoversd) Qther than. this
an expedition wemt to the P3yreueesjap4flepp~enCipd Puit d’ Angles
(a cave discovered, in 1959) .

London. University C.C. Ja]. No.9

Of particular, note is, an article ‘To~çist Trips .i
the Trou Du Glay’. A simplified suney of 2Okm.of cave is givpn.
The ‘classic’ through trips are described with. particu’ar emplla5fl
on. tackle requirements and short cuts.

Chalk is the most widespnad limestone oocurrflig in
Britain. The gen.eval lack of caves in chalk is due to the ztát~
of the rock. itself, which is quite porousand able to transmit
water ‘via intengranu].ar pores and mierofraotures. In &therh
Fra ice there are severaj. large cave systems associated. with the

‘~j~Lk. The largest is fleoy Rheims and is over .21cm. long. Which
‘j~ the largest s*nflet ia EnEland’? It ‘isn’t in Yorkshire or
Sàuth Wales. It is the Myr~shall Swaflet just outside Potters
Bar. The Total catcbxneat is some 18 sq miles.

:~ifl!ou Ee Sued2 , . . .

Ivt~nbers asked to lead. parties of outsiders - clubs
organisatiofliteto — are invited, to consult with the secretary
to ensure that they are pz’Qtected. against legal acUon in the
ãent of an accident,



Great Parties

No not the social variety, just large groups of novices
lead. by too few experienced cay era for the size of the party are
frowned upon. Neverthaless thás practice-has’been obsarved.by
members to be developing in this club. This practice is both
ineflcient and. dangerous, it must not therefore occur again..
Members are reminded, that ~ould they wish to take beginners
caving, thPtl tlae ~.irt~F shou2.d.have all experienced leader and.
end man, a minimum bf 3 and a maximum of 6 persons in the party
and no more than two beginners to each experienced caver.

0. B.’ Server

Horsef ire . .. . .

The 0.0,2 fire extinguisher in the 0ottage was used. in
borsoplay on’two separate weekends the result of which. it has
had to be recharged. While the club .does not wish to inhibit
hoiat.erOu8 activities it must be remembered that an empty
fire extiguisher is no uac~.. ut4-tJ~, and if the hut were gutted
there would be no activities of any hind)

While onthe”subject of horseplay,Mr Pry in the Caravan
next to our ôottage,foutd the noise outside the cottage on
the Saturdqy night before l~st,so unbearable that he has made
a complaint to the Qofl]mitt’ee. Please remember to keep quiet
when entering or leaving the cottage, and. don’t stand around
talking outsid&the fro’nt.’door late at night.

Fewer Rescues Now That the LJ.0 Has Gone

With the disappearance of the L~0 in Swildon’s the
number. of rescues on Mendip last year decreased to an all ti,me
low of six.. ‘ .

There ‘were two rescues in Swildons — one on the Lj~0’

Q before it disap~èa~ed —. añd’one. in the Troubles Series where
a party became exhausted. There was also one non—rescue, a
false alarm.’ , .. . .

The most serious incident of the year wq.s in Nine Barrows
~wal1et, where: à.3L{ year, old East Somerset 0.0. member fell in
dr~stal Charnb;d~. he broke hi’s tibia and fibirin onFleg, and
was taken out in one hotr by stretcher.

In Sidcot a Kingston scout had to be extricated from the
squeeze at the top of the final drop; arid in Cuckoo Cleeves a
party’ f.rom.Adventure Unlimited found they couldn’t climb a
knotted rope out of the l3ft pot.

The fàlse alarm’ was dne to the party not telling.Mr Maine
that they had left the cave. Please don’t be responsible for
any similar incident. 5



The Swildori’s Pulley To Return

Because even with the S~il&n’s L~.o;washed away, it may
be difficult to ascend in very wet weather, the iron bar and
pulley are to be refixed above Suioides Leap.

L~sz ~ Ed~ar~s,~M~nq

A ~ha]1c mine has been found recently,undermining
several housing estates and part of a hospital, at Bury St Edmonds
Suffolk.

We have been invited to assist in exploring this mine,
which is known to extend several miles underground. It contains
large passages, chambers, and several shafts to the surface,
which have been blocked at the top, and built over. It is
propased to spend a SundaS in the near future in the mine and.
any one interested should contactBrian Human. O1—6L13.2933.

Brian Hiliman. . 0
Findon Well

For the past eight years a party of cavers and archeol
ogists have been digging a Roman well at Findon in Sussex.
The well is associated with a nearby Roman villa, and at some
stage during Roffian times, has been used as a rubbish tip.
either by the Romans themsel-vees, or by Saxon invaders who
burnt the villa to the ground. The well was discovered in
i951 when a tractor, ploughing a field, got its wheel stuck
in the shaft when the top gave way.

Investigation showed that ~ite shaft was 4ft dia and
6Sf t deep. At this point the local arcb~ologist pursuaded Henry
Pearinan of Chelsea S. S. to dig out the ‘10 to 2Oft’of fill to
see what was at the bottom of the well, which was thought to be
about 9Oft deep. At 7Sf t a Shipams Paste bottle was found. At
83ft Roman. pottery was found and tiles were found, and since t
then every dig has revealed a wealth of Roman remains,nails, U
tiles, pots, coins, boxes, etc. At i6sft the shaft narrowed to
3ft dSa, and at presetLt stands at 218ft. Descent is by motor
winch, and the digging is done under shelter to prevent any
accidents should a bucket come free. If anyone is interested
incoming down to Findon, one Sunday for a picnic in the country,
please contact Brian Hillman.

Brian Hillinan. -

Blackmoor Beams

Transport is required to move reinforcing rods from
Pete !aunt~ house at,Kelway, Upper Butts, Brentford, Middx,,
to Mendip. Anyone who can. help please contact Pete.
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Funds

The Land Purchase Fund how stands at £232,18s.5d. and-
the General Th.in.& now stands at £78,8s.4d. +~25. in the deposit
account.

g~at~ilEtibnS

We wish to extend our warmest congratulations to Tony and
• Julie to are getting married very shortly. Are celibate

• -:cornmittee members going to become a thing of the past in the

Newäletter Cover- Competition

The committee is very pleased to anounce that Greg Smith’s
entry has won the competition for the Newsletter Cover. The
design has been sent for prjnting,andit is expected to be
put on the Tiewsietter in the early autumn.

Ladder Technigup.

Cohn Green’s tragic accident inxingsdale Master Cave,
has prompted a lot of thought and disseussion about. laddering
equ~pment and its methods of use, in.cpving circles recentlye
as you are all well aWare, -The following-paragraphs are a
re.suiñ~ of what has fl’anspired.

Whethet’ or not a lifeline should be used -in a given.
situation..depends on. the~~ condition of the ladder and tether.
~afetyfactors.are generally high, usually 9 or 10 times safe
wor1tihg..load~ just &n rung slip. However it is the responsibi≥
ity:ot the user to check the condition of all equipment thatbe ib about to use al]- the same, It also depends on the character

of the pitch and. the expeflence of the caver. If equipment is
in good condition and the cavers are confident about the pitcW~
it may be reasonable for them tmotto use a liteline,it will
save time and energy,which is a very important factor on a long
trip. In other words lifehines should te used intelligently,
Just because a pitch happens to require a ladder, it does not
mean that it should be hifelined. Conv.ersely,.Because a pitch
requires no ladder does not meen that it can be negotiated safely
without a lifelineZ

V
Against all this is set possible design faulta. in the

equipment used of *hich no one is aware. J. Butterworth of
the N.P.C. has. just written.in the latest’DëSOeflt’ of the
discovery that the tethers used-in th~ acóident- were hemp
cored, and thatthe rotting of the hemp caused the strands in
the tether to twist and stretch causing metal fatique to ensue.
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Tony Giles of Croydon Technical College, has tested
some cable and,some ~ links on a 5 ton tensib testing machine.
He found that the ~ links were the weakest part of a ladder.
Those tested began to show serious deformation at 4.3 cwt,
If the average cavet’ wthighs 1.5 owt. that gives a safety factor
~t. only 5.7 If ladder and equipment bC included;then the
safety factor was only 2.8! Croydon 0.0. are now using thicker
wire and ~ links for their tethers. -

You may rest assured that the committee is following
these developments with the Keenest interest especially with
respect to the condition.,and standard of manufacture,of Tackle;

Bryan Pittman and Greg ~aith.

Meet Programme

July 26/27 .Derbyshire—~low—Maskhill. Mine

Aug. 9/10 6, Wales— Agea Allwed~ C
Aug. 30/31/1 Yorkshire

OOMMITTTE

Secretary-: Brian Mee, 91 Evelyn Drive, Pinner, Middx. 01—428.1975.
Treasurer: Greg Smith, 191 Hagdon Lane, Watford, Herts.

01—92.29606.
Meet Secretary: Brian Hiliman, 22 LinJ.ey Court, Thicket Road,

Sutton, Surrey. 01—643.2933
Recorder: Peter Mathews, 155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Middx.
Tacklemaster Tony Pitzgibbon, 265 Eastoote Ed, Ruis1ip~ Middx.
Cottage Warden: Ken Newcomb, 29 Clonmel Road, Fuiham, s.w.6.01—383.3965..,
Edj.tor: Bryan Pittman. *
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