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MESDLP CAVING GROUE

NEWSLETTER Noa77 . MUGUST 1969
The Cottage R ' R

All memhers should, by now have rece:wed a letter
from the Secretary about behaviour at, and care of the cottage.
Posting a personal letter to every member of the Group. is
expensive, but the present situation is so serious that there
seems no other way of getting the facts homeé, ‘So please remember
that the following must be done hefore yold leave the cottage:-

1e Empty the Elsan at the bottom o:ff the quarry, cover
over the d.epos:.t, and recharge the Cane

2. Empty the dusthin ‘at the bottom of. the’ quarry.,
‘ 3. Leave no Wash:.ng up mna.one. | ' '

Lo Tn.dy up inside cand outsz.d.e the cottage. (Cut the
. - grass sometims s)

Be Respeet’ Jim and his property.
Augtria 1969 |

ThoseJresent s M:Lm. bas . Gex
B Don. Vosper : ' John Pudduck ~ Joan & Pete Goddand.
‘Dave Hodby Bill Scrace Pete Ma*th.ew..: o
Roger Wallington Marion '
G“eg Smith Pete Plerce

- Roy Stephens _
Eis Kdgel H¥hle ( 'Tennengeb_";rrge Nounfain Range ")

Bvewyone managed to meet in Salzburg as p a"mod,, and
after spending one or two days exploring the town and Lhs
attractions, our thoughts becamz diverted towards exp ioring
caves, which after all, was the prime purpcse of our v*m ta

The p'oelude to our cav:l.ng activities: was a ‘meeting with
the clubts good friend, Felix Siezer. Inmediately Felix Iled us
into his house, it became apparent that lhe was an enthusiaat.
Boxesyfull of slides, covered one wall of his front room, sard
from these he selected a few. to show us., Following the slide
show Felix produced a flagen of wine and. proceed.ml to eﬂcplain
what he had planned for us.

P, nresesoes WHat's that you sald Felix? _Iee nsve
entrance 2200 msires above ses levei; crampons and lce axe
needed? R _ -



... Pete Mathews'! lower lip dropped on hils oikew.
expressionless face, and we all begen 1o wonder what we had
let ourselves in for.

. The following Friday evening, we met Felix, and after
travelling a falr way up the mountain,: the time came for us to

" park the vehicles and contime on foot. Felix explained that .

we would climb up 550 metres that evening, to a mountain huot -
( Doctor H, Hackel Hutte-1526 metres) and leave the remaining

724 metres 10 the cave entrance until the next morning. -

It was @& heaw slog up the mountain with sll our

‘equipment,and it was only constant ehcouragement from Felix

that kept some of us going: What particularly amazed us was

the way he completely underestimated how much further we had

to go, and how lopg it would take us. Conseqguently we soon D
pecame wise to his optimistic cries of "Only 15 minutes more" ;
and "Just over that hill"l Lo R

: "/ Byentually everyone reached the hut and after
consuming Wurzel soup ( Two fremkfurters swimming in thick
green soup ) and beer, all aourned to beds

We awoke. the next morning to the familiar. patter
of rain on the roof, Followibg a hearty bacon and egg breakfast,
we changed into caving gear and began the trog up to the cave,
The hut was now situated just below the snow 1ine, foxr jJjust
sbove the hut the rain turned to snow, We glimbed for perhaps
an hour in single file following in Pelix's footsteps, The
snow becoming deeper and the wind stronger all the time,

“Only 15 minutes more o Ze CoOVe entrance” shouted

our leader. ,
wes 0O.K. Felix) we retorteds However after threequarters of
an hour there was still no sign of the cave entrance, and :)
weather conditions were getting progressively worse, Then, whilst
traversing round a ledge, Felix fell into a waist deep snow-
arift, promptly followed by myself, At the same lnstant there
was & thunderous roar; followed by a mino® avalanche of snow
which fell on John and Marion. At this point many people
began to feel a reluctance 1o contime, so we decided to abandon .
the trip and go hack downe '

Ve made our way to a large cave entrance that we had
passed on the way up, where we sheltered and ate the food that
we had brought with us, Whilst the others chomped away merrily,
Roy, Wally, Pete Pierce and the Hon Treasurer, crawled oOf :into
an inviting cawe passage leading off the main chember. Larvge
bowlders were strewn on a floor covered with a kaolin clay,
and the walls had a liberal coveping of moon milk, In brief, the
cave was fossilised and boring, similar in paessage size to the
Long Hole in Cheddare .




O

et MenniethdTe vt v

o —tieszaner e e s i YR AT A e e —tram Y

An ice packed traverse from the cave entrance -
required a lifeline, and unfortunately, due to a running belay
jamming, Pete Goddard had to cut the line and leave some behind,
et,acklemaster please note). . '

The way down was quick, and indeed the casual obhserv-
er might well have wondered what fully grown M,C. G members
were up to, romping and sliding in the snow, playing snowballs
in the middle of July! o B _
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: Having fully recuperated the next day, we drove to
the Taugl B, River gorge at Sommerau; watching out for "needle
bends" as Felix called them, . .

When we reached Sommerau, Felix pointed out the cave
entrance on the other side of the 200ft deep gorge. At this,
Pete Mathews, and Pete and Joan Goddard decided to go sightseeing!
Felix waited while the. rest of us- Proceeded -to change into: -
caving gear.

Felix always caved in the clothes he normally wore.
They comprised of; Kletter boots, climbing breeches, shirt, tie,
and sports jacket, I once asked him what he did when he met
with any water in a cave, to this he replied, he took off his
boots and socks; and rolled up his trousers!

< - - ~-The-wglk “to~the cave was’long; but 6asy, &S & Foot-

bridge spanned the gorge 100£t above the bottom, and we reached

the entrance raring to go.After lighting our lamps, we waltzed
into the entrance passage and turned right into a rifty crawl
on hands and knees, The floor of the rift was mainly Jjammed
boulders and flowstone, in sole places we could hear the roar
of the stream below., Between the layers of limestone there were
-layers of silica, a characteristic of caves of the locality.

: The stream was met a few hundred feet further on,
and was fairly high due to the large amoumt of rain that had
fallen during the last_fey dags. The pasgage was ~similar to-—————— — ..
O.F.D. 2, except the streemway was not so deeps We climbed . :
several cascades being stopped by a deep pool, with watern
gushing out of a small hole the other side. According +ao Felix,
whom we had left at the first cascade, this was virtually the
end of the cave, but in drier weather it is possible pursue the
passsgefurther until it becomes too tight and wet., .

So ended our caving in Austria, and we left Salzburg
the following-day in search of the sun, . '
- : Lo : R Greg Smith




Meet Programme | X

- August Bank Holiday :- Yorkshire
" Any querles about thls meet to Greg Smith.

- Sept 20/21 S.Wales Dan-Yr-Ogof, Ogof-Punnen-Du,
Tunnel Caved

' Cct 11/12 Mendlp Half Year Meeting, and G,B. Cave,
Oct 25/26 Rescue Practlce and Shatter Cave,
It is hoped to run an additional meet to Yorkshire

in Octoker or early November, This trip will be led by Greg
Smith down Penyghent Pot. All those interested see Greg.

Those wantlng to go down Findon Well in Bussex, ‘{:D
the Chalkmine at Bury 8t Ldmuﬂds, ‘or the mines in Surrey should
see me. _

Brian Hillman
Tools

It has been reported that digging 1mpliments are
still being left at digs in the Longwood area. Don't 1eave them
there,put them . back in the cottage.

Transport .

The iron reinforcing bars for the Blackmoor Lid
- 8%til11l have to bhe transported to Mendip. It would be appreciated
. if the promises of transport that hwee heen recsi?ed.so far,
could be fulfilled as soon as possmble.

From time to time the gas cylinders, Elsanol, and
detargent need replacing. If the gas runs out members are
expected to take the empty eylinder(s) to Cheddar for replace-
ment, and to give the bill to the Cottage Warden who will
reimburse the mmney paid. With respect to the other items

please reporit any shortages 2s soon as they occurvto the
Cottage Warden,.

Membership

Ve wish to welcome Helen Saunders as a Probationary
Memher of the Group.

- Bernard Edward Alan Reeves, of 16A Newbury Way
Northolt, Middlesex., has applied for Probationary lMembership
of the M,C.G.,and his application will be considered at the
next comnitice mectirg.

L
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Claessified Ads

Bdtr.RReqd.no exprnce nded,

1 will be unable to contime as editor of thils
Hewsletter as from the H.Y,G.M. The committee will be please
to hear from any one intervested in being Editor, :

COMMITTEE

Secretary: Brisn Mee, 91 Evelyn Drive, Pinner, MiddleseX.
01-~-428,1875.

Tpeasurer: Greg Smith, 191 Hagdon lLane, Watford, Herts,.
01"'92&296060

Meet Secretary: Brian Hillman, 22 Linley Court, Thicket Road,
Sutton Surrey. 01-643.2933
Tacklemaster; Tony Fitzgibbon, 13 Copse Close, Marlow, Bucks.
Recorder: Pete Mathews: 155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Middlesex,
Cottage Warden: Ken Newcomb;50 Waterlea, Furnace Green,
' Crawley, Sussex
Editor: Bryan Pittman.

Printed and published by Bryan Pittman, 39 Boston CGardens,
_ _ Brentford, Middlesexs 01-560,6595.






