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Thirty—six members stru’cgled all the: way to Laling :tcwn hail
to the first half yearly meeting to be held away from Somerset.
The meeting was moved to enable eleotions to he held following
a number of: resignations fran the coruttilttee due to members hav
ing’ other cbmniittments,

2~j_~h ~ ~~ i i-c, irj

Peter ~athews succeeds 3rian ~ee as secretary and 3rian iiee
becomes fl:ditor of the newsletter~ They flre both unopposed as
were: Ron Saunders frèasurer; Peter munt,meet secretary and
Ton~i “3uchan, cottage warden.

The result of the election for the other t~o posts was that
Joan 7:oddard beat Roger ~aflin:ton to become recàrdér and John
Miriam was successful over Philip Ingold to become tacizlemaster.

SL~T:~i. ~ DISTRIDUTIO

L ne* distribution:s~sten-tor the newsietterwill
~tart withtheñexttssue~ Full det~ils-are endlosed
together with labels which must be completed by
every one wanting tuture issues of the newsletterS

:o iiORE!i~;iTDIP Himis

The half—yearly meeting decided that future RYGfIts would be held
in London and that annual meetings would be held in Somerset.

OTIULE D}~CISIOJS TLICE~ ..T :u. .LI:G

number of other irportant decisions were ta’en at the rteetinr

Conr::ittee told to lookhard at theland fund

The committeewastold to ta!~e a long hard 1001: at••ways of rai~sing
money for the land fund. In five years the increase has been only
£50 a year, .

Ton~r Knibbs was appointed bo be’in aa in~estiration into l~nd
prices and possible sites0 e. will reoort to the co~rn~ittee,
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The ztieeting.areed.a committee proposal to select one member
each weekend to act as cottage warden and direct the energies
of members and gtests in clearing up as well as collecting
cottage fees.

It was em)hasised tnat disturbances by members cjüld be -immed
iately quelled by concerted action by all those present in
the cottage.

Tackle, to be more accessible

A better lock vdll secure. the taclUe cupboard, but all full
members can obtain keys from the taciclemaster on payment of
a deposit. Thuse ;~ho breaK—in 411 be leapt upon’ (probably
from a great height).

MOG still doesn’t want to join nation as~QciatiOfl

A resolution by Bryan ?ittman to test o’inion as to whether
tnere has been a cnagge of rand by members about the NOA
was .~ver~helming]Qr defeated. Members still cannot ‘see any
advantages that are not more than offset by the disadvant
ages of extending the powier~ of the association

A SECOND CkMl’ICE TU Bi~COME A PULITIGia PRIJ £~1ER

Pete Mathews, having failed to be arrested in Czechoslovakia,
is now proiosing a 1970 group expedition to Poland, Tnose
interested should talk to ?ete specifying size of wrist (for
handcuffing). .

CROM4 YOUR ChRISTMAS . . D
Bookings have been made at the Crown in ~~ells for Ohristmas.

Those staying at the cottage 410 ,could- like more than beans
for lunch please see Pete matuews. .. I

H0V~ TO FIND OUT P~B0UT ThAT NEAR_ARMCHAIR CAVING

“Speleology in the south—eastT is the subject of harry Penr—
n1an’~ (css) ‘talk.at the annual meeting of the Gave Research
Group in London. All welcome at Bedford College, Regent’s
Park on Saturday November 15 at L~ p.m. Harry will be conc
entrating on new finds in Bury ~Jt Edmunds. There will be a
dinner afterwards. Details from’ Pedro.

LALU) FUi~W REAubES~250

At the last audit there was £250 in the land purchase fund and
£72 in the general fund. In six months collection averaged only
one pound a week,
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DEsDLY SNi~E LURt~S IN wAIT i~uR CAVERU from ~ike iiightingale
- New uouth ~cales, Oct 21

I went with the Australian S1ieleo Groupto have another cr~ck
at . •~~~aster Cave in the Augusta area and to look for new
discoveries in the Yallingup region:. We arrived to be told.
that the first chap in t~ie hut hoW ±eceived a i~asty scar from
a Tiger snake vJtch had chased flint Out of the hut. One some—
times meets Tiger snakes — among tile deadliqst in the ~.•1orld —

down caves where they l~rk after falling down entrance shafts.
The next morning found Ub trogging down Easter which was at ib
lowest recorded water level during a drought.The party of ten
split into two, one group to try and gush a series of sumps
and the other to find a way tflrough a large boulder pile, I,
being a co~ard without a wet suit, settled for the dry job.

Coloured tape marKed route . . .

~e hung bits of coloured tape at var-u’ otrcte~g1C places as
we worked our way in and out of ever; nook and cranny, bUt
alas nothing except some of the beau i~i~•:-1 helictites which
abound in the cave, and some lovely white flowstone.

The wet party returned after ciscovering two more sumps and
:...~ve turned our attention to the firpt duck, which was coniPl—

etely dry., Beyond it was a ver~r large bedding plane, where,
in spite of people crawling inevery direction, we all
went rQund in circles. But thei~e is hope as there are vast

~areas Of ±alsefloori~ig~vhich snake as you crawl about.

Old man of YallLigup . . . . . ..

In the Yallingup area an old man, who tnew a great deal about
the area, shov~ed us some very old. colla~ed dolines, which,

:* although cave—less offered great scopeto the digger. On a
heaUlirnd half a mile from the sea was ablow—hole which was
sup~osedto gush forth great volumes of air at certai!n times.
~ith mounting excitement ~ spent the afternoon pulling out.
rocks, but eventually the shaft got too narrow to make desc
ent poss ~le. A quarter of a mile away is hole where smoke
is alleged to be sucked down to reappear out of one of the
dolines. .. :. . .

Mike is about to begin a 3,000 mile over~and bitch—hike to
Sydney after ~.orking for five months with aa oil exploration
company. Temperatures of over 100 every aay p~~rsuaded him to.
move. .. . . -

PLEAbE Ms~\E LuPY 1±1EDIBLE

The new Editor will welcome copy for the n~wsletter~ But certain
items for thia issue have had to b.c omitted because they were
consumed-by the: ~ditort s dog before typing. Please brush off

-____ a]J~food s~ps before posbin5 your neg 5



jiiCG i4E~S November 1969

IT HAD TO OOi~E

~e have had love—ins, sit—ins talK—iLls aim no~., of course;
cave~iz1s. it nappened i~ S-~ilao&s nole in the presence of
Fred Davies, but .;jnetherhe was a cover—in or--a-getter—out
is none too clear. Rumour has- it thnt it ilab for charity —

not, ~e are sad. to relcite,The OlcA. uov~rs oririlcing Fund (Con
tributions for tirab shoulo. be sent to the a~uitor)

511. SThCi~ iN STO~E

Six co-plC hod to be ~esmieu from ~toke Lane last month after
being trapped by floocawaters.

SHOULD vvi~LbEPL ~sOUE ORGANl~ATIOIi CHJ~NUE I

South -hales (Y~;ing Club have invited other groups to consider
~,roviding rescue teams to oderate in areas distant from
Penwyllt. ‘but,’ organiser jw R.M. williams warns~ ‘It would
be exiensive •to set up otner rescue bases and a- levy on cavers
could become necebsary’.

‘PROTECT NE~ CAVE -. OR IT~jTnYS ~jEORET’ from Julian Lash

Canadian speleologi~ts ~chO nave ciscovered a flea cave in British
Columbia,ha~C been shorn to secrecy not to reveal the cave’s
whereabouts until tue Canacii~n Government agrees to preserve
it from vandals. Tue cave,4000ft long~is said to contain ev~r
known type of fo~niatiOn. Once action to -jresèrve the cave has
been taken, the public will be welcome to visit it say the
Victoria club ~ho discovered it.

SEjULO TBE~E BE ~O~~E~HERi≤ TO GO ON PRIDjJY &REE~ I H 0
The ~ie1is council has suggested that there should be toilets for

covers on Priddy Green. They do not think, the. RW- should pay
for them though’and looking for Boieonelse todo their dirty.
work. .

PROFESS1ONJ\L CAVERt3’ MAY GET TOO fRO~E~3dIONAL

The British Association of Caving Instructors — the- few pro—
fessionalb concernetL with the sport—has drafted a syllabus
for a cave instructor. The proposal takes a- page and a half., of
foolscap, but incluc-es such requiremen-ts ae- ‘The inatrucSor
shall have caved in at least 25 separate systems in three areas
•..shall have climbed l5Oft pitches.... and taken part in under
ground activibies over ten hours long....have a knowledge of
weather forecasting....afld fold lifesaving and first aid cert
ificates.

“~he Southern Council, to which we beloiig, has suggested tuat BACI
jbIná the nàtiondl association ~ho could. test. as~iring instructors.
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GOOD DLY OUT FOR TR;J:J SPOTTERS

Surface surveyors wandering down the Lon~çwood Valley cannot
help but notice the activity at Rhino Rift. This isnow being
dug by East Somerset CC and John Cornwell who have recently
introduced a fine new railway.

BLLSTED HOLE by Pete iiath~ws

Following the collapse of the original shaft at G-argill Pot
(that’s the polite name for Twin Titty Dig), a massive effort
was launched to sink a new shaft. Luke Devenish was in charge
and rock drills and compressors were brought in to drill seven
ifl inch holes — one 3Oft deep.

Some very scientific blasting followed with delayed detonators
etc resulting in a 2Oft deep shaft L~ft 6 in wide all suk in
three weekends — LetTs hope it goes somewhere,

FIRST ~USTRIZ:T RESCUE COURSE

For the first time the Lustrian ~llpine Club is organising a
mountain rescue course for British Climbers. The techniques
taught will be the same as used by the Lustrian MR teams.

Two courses of a fortnightts duration each costing £60,start
on July L! and JLugust 29, 1970o Travel in asleepcoach included.

IS THIS YOUR TROUBLE TOO ? asks Pete Mathews

My ex—ITCB cell always did seem a bit on the dim side and although
it gave a good twelve hours light on trial on the surface, this
never seemed to happen under~round, Zpart from that it always
seemed quite good — well, quite good value for money considering
it cost only a quid. ~nd except, too, when going round sharp
left hand corners it always seemed to go out I

Flushing out the cells and refilling with clean e]~trolyte
did not seem the complete solution so I decided to overhaul the
headset and cell top. :~n ~vo across the cable ends with cell.
disconnected and everything switched—off gave a resistance
reading of five ohms (about the same as the bulb, in fact) which
improved somewhat when the whole thing was left to dry out —

it was damp from a c—a—v—i—n--g trip!

Waggling the cable about gave a resistance between the red and
black cable somewhere between -100 ohms and dead short. I fitted
a new cable — can now see where I am going — in fact I Em
de—lighted I

DOJ’T MISS the symposium on cave surveying, Vaughan College,
Leicester, March 7, 1970
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SIXTEITiJ LI RESCUE PRACTICE By Greg Smith

The patient reports

Sixteen members turned—ou’~ for the’ rescue practice down
Longwood last month, The object was to retrievo an injured
caver from the bottom of. the main chamber — the limit of
previous rescues in the cave — and tai~e him to the surface.

On this practice,a folded blanket lining the bottom of the
carrying sheet greatly increased the comfort of the patient.
It gave..comfort from sharp projections when the party stopped
and provided extra insulation for the body.

~.s usual during the trip, the’ carrying sheet progressively
slipped from under the victim and this meant that the patient
had to take the weight on his elbows while being hauled up the
main pitch, Ltthe narrow short chimney. before shower bath
aven the sheet was adjusted so thar the, patient’s feet took
the weight, but this would not have been possible if the legs
had been injured.

Greg wants a crutch seat

I think that the most effective way of stoppIng the victim
sliding down the carrying sheet would be to devise some, sort
of crutch seat made from a rope sling or webbing.

The bottom of the ten—foot—pitch was reached without too
much trouble, but as time was running out the practice stoppçd”
at that point with the intention of completing the last l5Oft
sometime in the near future. Dave Irwin offered guidance on
behalf of ITRO, . . . .

JOWl IORRIS . . . . ‘ . 0
We were shocked to hear of the death at Weston of John :orris,

a caver with ‘.xbri.dge and later a member of Shepton, who had
many friends in liCG. He was 18.

RESERVOIR’ HO~ rxTWrnED . . . . . .

Willie Stanton Q., essex) has made a small, breakthrough in’RQs—
ervoir Hole which ha’s revealed a 100—ft high rift chamber.

GB C~VERJ CLOSED BY BOULDER i.i0VE’L~LTT

~Jost people know by now ‘that theusual route to the Great Chamber
in GB and the Ladder Dig uiatensio,n have been closed by boulder.
movement. !o visits have been made to the cave since this happ
ened. ‘

UBSS are at present investigating ways of improving access by
visiting clubs to GB.. Jo’n—member clubs of CCC’have to use a leader.
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‘ALiEN’ O1WERS MA~ BRING- SiJ~iv±ON niL

Cavers front other regions may bring the salmon disease tTJj~?

to the Mendips says the Briatol water~vvorks Company. ~hile
they are not being banned, cavers from other areas are not
being encouraged.

FORTHO MEET b

November 22/23 . . ivienaip work weeKend

December 6/7 rbyshire (provisional)

December 20/21 . . • Mendip (dt Outhberts)

J~ecember 25 . . . . . i~endip lunch tThe Crown’

Rev jew
FOR DEVOL’T LADS

In ‘Caves of Plyntouth and cistrict’ by R.G. Jeff ery (Plymouth
CO special publication no 4, B2pp) ie described well over
100 caves along the nevon coast. Tnese occur in the reef
limestone which outcrops south of Plymouth. Area maps are
provided for most of the caves aad there are plenty of sKetch
surveys to about grade 4. ill in all this is just the book
for those members who have parents to visit in this part of
the ~orld. —P.ui.

PERIh1S SlOW uTILL nJAITLD FOR BLAOIaOOR DIG

Bristol ~ater~~orks Co have still not formally granted MOO
permission to dig at Upper Flood iwallet. This is only one
of several aecisions awaited from the company which is at
present refusing to authorise any new excavations for caves.

LOOKEY-LOOKEY ON L0NW~0UD ROUTE

The secretary of CCC has again asked Bristol Waterworks Co to
provide a stile in Long~iood Valley on the agreed approach route
to the cave. The way is at present barred by barbed--wire0

QOivilviITTi≤

Secretary, Peter iaathews, 155 Radcliffe ~vay, Northolt, u~iddx
Treasurer, Ron Saunders, 21 Rushmoor Ave., Hazlemere, Bucks
Recorder, Joan G-odfl~ard, 24 Jwan Close, hani’:orth, Mid~UC
T/master, John s~tiri~n, Glenville, 1heeler Lane, ~itley, Sy
C/warden, Tony Buchan, 80 Recløry Lane, Long Dittofl, Surrey
~~
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