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UPPER FLOOD S~JkLLET EXTENDED BY FIFTY FEET

n new 3Oft passage has been opened—up iñ.Uppe± Flood Swallet
and another 2Oft is visible ahead, Pete ~athews, who has done.
most ot’ the work, call it ‘Pete’s Dig?.;

Ucst folk visiting Upper Flood turn left after climbing down the
drop just inside the. entrance, -~t the extreme end ofthe. small.
rift chamber9 they pass through the hole in the floor and wrig~le
along t~en1uddy,drainpipe..~But,~.if instea&.cf~..doingZthja th&..L
vizitor turns right,he finds himself at Pete~aDig.

The site has been ignored.by most peapleahd it, gaVe theimpression
of being miners’ residues. roof•’o.f large hetzldérs janfld
in position by lengths of rotting timber did nothing to encourage
the would—be explorer. By inclining his head to one side and
poking it through an array of pit props, the adventurer could
see ahead for about five feet. The unstable nature of the roof
and the mass of clay beneath gave the impress1@n that this
was a roof fall in an old w~rking and on this basis dig~in~ began.

The notions of a dangerous rcof disappeared as quickly as the rotting
timberQ were dislodged — the roof is now well cemented together
and is as safe as these things ever are. .‘ . :‘

v;ay ahead just visible . . .. .. -

During the first weekend of .diggin~:, the clay floo~ was du~a~vay
te enlarge what had been a six inch cpace. There was a sniall
space ahead of this and then a totr—tight—tn—follow Z bend with
the way ahead ju3t visible,

Two further sessions of sol& digging around, one of the huge baul—
dez’o forming the side of the ‘end resulted in a pick disajDpëàring
into black space. few smaller roek~ wore/Continued on page 7.

1(ORTH ~7iJJES GOLD NINE RE-OP:CJED

i~ company has purchase’ ~n opticn to buy the base metal rightd
of nearly 700 acres of Iierionethshire including the di sused.
workings of the Gwynfynydd Gold ?iine, The company proposes to
use modern methods to eflact minerals previously not worth
mining.

FIRST NAP O.b~ LOADO1T. U:TaRc-ROUZD PL. i.fllD .

A e~njmittce of geographers, archael~gists, and other’s is ‘tp map
the subterranean fields beneath London including natural cavities
underground ca~le ways and railways. The latest dec. nic equipment
will be used for this first_comprehensive_survey..
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CAi’T’T COUNT -.

This issue is incorrectly numbered on gage one. It should be 80

HOG LLDDER IS STRO~GLST

Tacklemaster John Hiriam believes that the technique of ladder
making developed by ~CG is superior to any other system . Recent
tests have revealed that the joints made at the rungs are
stronger than the wire itself,

Conic to think of it~ this is fortunate because he just reported
to:the coninittee that all but lOOft of’ the existing 10—inch
ladder is to be.immediately withdrawn and that the remaining
100—ft should be scrapped as soon as possible0

He is contemplating making two grades of ladder: ~ s~ng, heavier
type for Mendip and, a lighter variety for longer pitches else
where0

QUICK ~X TO G±~T ‘~;a&RLi

The cottage urgently needs some firewood and Pete Hunt has
large~ supplies a~ his Upper Butts Brentford home, One snag
Pete doesn’t want to saw it. But saws are available — come
and get out of the cold0

WELLS DESECRLTEID ?

Have you been to see the new Canon’s Houses in hells. People
from all over the world have commented on them — mostly
adverseley claiming that they are a desecration of the ancient
city0 C)

DIhrBR DATE

The annual dinner (preceded by the L&iOis planned for March 29.
Price is expected to be about 25s Od.

CHRIST?IL.S CLVERS

Eleven lads are expected to leap on Hendip at Christmas — a record.
Those who want Christmas lunch should pay a deposit to Pete Hther
Mathews.

HILLIO:T GLLO:~ Dill BUILT FOR ST CUTEBERTS PUSH by Pete Mathews

multitude of attacks have been made on the Gow Rift, the present
end of St Cuthberts. The terminal sump has been enlarged and
extended, but underwater digs have not been very successful. IL
big attempt to drain the sump and remove the heavy silt deposit
has been planned. In all seven dams have been constructed, the

• largest across the mineries was designed to hold a million gallons.

____The_wo~k ollows asul±s,o±Lthe .~ !.ienditd~ol~gv.SRrYeZ.
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CRUCIAL VOTI~JG- QUESTI0~T. WTECIDE~-D AT
JLT10L1 LSSOCL~TIO~T UfI~TIiIG

The Council of Southe~n Caving Clubs wfl u~nabIé to pbtain
agreement to its proposal for- 9unänimdus’ voting in the
Iational Caving Association. At the annual meeting held in
~ucestershire last month Cambria, Terbyshire and the orth
insisted on 75 per cent ma jority voting and the South stuck
to its guns requiringunanfluous deci~ions on afl important
questions. 110 decision was reached- arid: the South are to think
again.- - -

The ifational Sports Council have said that it- is unlikely that
the ITCA in its present form would he una7ble to properly control
any grants made to it.

STOP TAC~B .THLJTS

If tackle is stolen 1. Tell the Police, 2, Tell the regional
council secretary 5. Prevent thefts by marking all tackle. The
I1DA will circulate details of tackle stoIe~. -.

ELECTRIPYIAG ZJJS

Arthur Spain has overhauled the battery rack qn the charger-
-unit in the cottage. he has impf’oved the spring contacts and

:replaoed the fuses by circuit—breakers, It is expected-that
the new rack will be more- foolproof than before. Don’t try-to
prove it - - -

ELECTED •-, -.. - - - -. - : - -- -

Two probationary members were accepted at:thè last meeting of
the committee. They are: Charles B~nedetto, 5RaflaldHouse,
Gracefield Gardens, London su.i6; and ~3ernard i.illia~s,
8D Riverdale Road, East Twickenham, Illddlesex.

CLUB TAKES A CAECE - - - - - - - - - -

--The cmrittee at its, last meeting decided to--take a chance -

- to i::~rove- the land purehnse fund, £50 frOm the- existing
fund :‘,s -to: he invested in Premium Bonds, The last is~ue of-
the ~onsumer-~ssociatio&s --a~~~az~ne !hich?’.r~c1cone~d that
an investment of £10 for a year offered -a 98 in 100 chance
of winning nothing and I in I,31k5,15L]. chance: of-i winnihg’
£25,000. £100 investment reduced-the odds to- 8& in 100
of winning nothing and I in 15-L~, 615 :of:getting.-’225,QO0.: -

SLIPPLIC- CLUTCH , . 0-0 TO T; 5:IRE ‘: - - -

GeoloLists have found larçe dotoits of Pullers iarthnear the
3erks_villages of Baulking and l’ernnam Tust tne thing for clutch~
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Letters to the Editor

SO:~jE CLV}JRS ~i. LOT ~iTHLI~ TES I

Please find enclosed the address labels. I suppose it is debatable
which is worse — tacky tongue or writer’s cramp ?

Here are some more revealing statistics to make the mind bog~;le.
The secretary of our at letics club addresses 5,000 letters a
year and is responsible fox diplicating all invitations to
compete in matches and an circulars.

He also attends all local schools matches to recruit young
athletes, trganises all matches acts as timekeeper and
announcer and writes- reports -for three local newspapers, —

P & .J Virgo, Slough, Bucks.

(That just shows what athletics can do for you doesn’t it — - at
least he shares one thing with our editor — he apparentlY
doesn’t runand 1 -can’t remember what caving was like—Eli)

ITO SUBS, LO m1r:sL:jTTI~R 0~

Having filled—in four address labels, does this mean I get
newsletters even if I don’t pay next year’s subs ? LD. Brace,
:Lorthwood, YTiddx.

(:..To. The sparez labels are for addressing reminders to pay subs)

LSIcIITG• FOR TROUBLE

I deny all connection with sit—in (Jovember Irews)— either
sitting—in or getting out. i~ut what I did do was tohelp get—out
the HE students who thought Vicarage Pot was part of the Trouble
round—trip and so abseiled down it,— Fred Davies, fleighbourne.

THE LUTIIITOUS, LJOEJIOUS LIT.D EXOTRER: TIC IJ,FIE COLLIflS
ILL FOR FOUR SI-JILLIITOS

Scarcely anyone caving on liendip hasn’t heard of ;ifie Collins; or
hasn’t heard himrecite one of the famous but improbable tales of
speleology as -it exists in the mind of L. 3. Collins, The first
Speleode descended on an unsuspecting world in 1942.

Low Alfie’s works have been immortalised in print and are on
sale in aid of the new Belfry fund, There are four volumes at
4s Od each all illustrated by Jock Orr.

Volume one, which can now be ordered from Pete :i:athews, contains
‘The Luminous Legend of Sammy Smayle’, The Ingenious Invention of
Kenneth Lyle’and’The Exothèrmic Thçeriment of Freddy Fry’,
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L ;iELCOIIE PROM THE HILLSIDES DY’ John Miriam

L recent weekend at Llangattock will beone of the more memorable
of this year’s meets for the six members and two guests wh•
managed to reach Lhite Walls (the CSB cottage) in spite of
Brian 1-hUman’s self—dismantling starter motor and John :lacuinan
trying to drive through a dry stone wall.

The aim was to negotiate the Southern Stream Passage of Lgen
ZLlwedd. and to explore the streamway of which it is a tributary.

subv€rsiye rumour that the 8SF was nothing more than a
one—mile pebbly crawl was disbelieved by Greg Smith; Bill Jones,
Hohn MacMillan, Charles Benedetto and -John Miriam, who went to
find out for themselves.

The 8SF starts about two thirds of the.way along the main passage
and it is entered by dropping throuç,‘ha hole in the floor of a
right hand fork in the passage.

Lfter crouchinc and crawling for half an hour it was decided
that the 8SF was long; after am hour it was agreed that it
was even longer and after 90 minutes the.conclusion was that
it was ridiculous, Greg and Bill dashed on leaving the other
three to follow more slowly. Liter 150 minutes of crawling
Greg and Bill were met at a narrow rift and it was decided to
return,

Chapter of accidents

The return along the passage was made memorable at a point where
one slides on one’s stomach over a boulder whilepraying that
another boulder above stays jammed, This time it did not, Charles
was half—way through and it tool: ten minutes work with a waist
length plus assorted kicks and shoves to oroduce a sufficiently
large — it unstable — hole to allow the f:tur trapped cavers
to slide through.

Having stablilised the boulder the party slogged out and set—off
for the pub. Outside the Chelsea Cottage Bill managed te drive—
off the side of the ~adwhile backing out,depositing the car
plus four occumants between the arms of the hairpin bend beneath.
While manhandling the car towards the road9 it dareered off
demolishing a dry stone wall in the process.

Sunday was.a day for rebuilding dry stone walls and pulling out cars

OLD GLVZRS 2PVER DIE. .,

They just get married, get too fat, or join the committee
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CLVES LRE:T’T ~JLT THEY USED TO BE

Lrthiir~pain, a member of the Group for many years, returns to
Swildons Jole to asic ‘Swj.ldons or the Swillpot~’

Six members of the Victoria CO and I decided to plod down as
fai~ as .Blue~ PehejI. ~t the new way f~oni the ~ater. Chamber to~
what {ised.sto be the. foot of the. LJ.O we had~ a quarter—hotir Wait
while some ill—equipped youngsters emerged. Lt the head of the
?O.we encountered our second snag, a three—quarter thour wait
for.two parties of near—exhausted youngsters to stag;:~er by. There
Was another party ahead of us as well.

Ill this frustration caused us: to flash past Barnes Loop and
the route to Blue Pencil without realising it and we arrived
at Bump 1. It was too much for three of us and we dived into
the beautifully clean and fresh Swildons 2, Lfter half an
hour enjoyably ~pla~hing around through the ducks to. Bump 2
we returned to the others. Ugh I The sight and: smell of spent
carbide and rubbish all over the place almost persuaded us
back through the sump.

We~did get to- Blue Penóil, ‘but that is almost forgotten — what
i~ remembered is the underground rubbish dump which the cave
has become. Members and their guests must remember not to
leave carbide everywhere and rubbish: Take it out with you,
~nd also please remember that novices have their limitations—
exhausted cavers are a danc?er to themselves and a nuisance to
others,

LESSOHS WORTH IELRITU!G

Last month Greg Smith gave a ‘victim’s eye view’of the Longwood KY
• rescue. Tiere Tony Knibbe co~ments on some key points....

1. Hauling the victim up the main pitch was straightforward to
• begin with. I climbed the ladder alongside the victim while

Tony Euchan co—ordinated the hauling above. Lack of sufficient
lifeline provided a needless hazard. The only available line
was attached to the carrying sheet with an extra—loflp; tail of
several feet which was then attached to the’ climber alongside.
This was potentially very dangerous.

2. Had it been possible to fix a pulley above the pitch it would
have been useful.- .~., .

3, There were problems at the top of the chimney — resouers nEst
• try to get ahead of the victim again as soon as he has been

passed forward.

14.. The operation was halted at the foot of the lOft ladder and
there is no record of any rescue it the restricted section
beyond. The cr~c ~f the p~obla~ would come at the letter box
but I think only a very small victim would make it.

--_____ ______—fl-- ________ •-—~- --— - J
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(iEOLOGICtU~ T11w1≤ REA~disSaED
Various time scales reconcilecL

A ne~ geological chronology has been calculated ly Dr ~i.A.
Berggren working at the Jooct hole Oceanogra~thic institution,
iV~assachusets, UbA. his worK has reconciled various different
calculations made ILl tne past. Using radioactive analysis of
rock spec in~ens he believes that he can define eriods to
within half a million years4

Dr Berg~n agrees v~ith previous estimates •of the beginning
of the Pleistocene hieriod at about 1.8 M years ago; but then
he varies previous estithates of the Pliocene ~.‘eriod’ 6 start
j3 IW years ago to only 5.5ivL years ago.

he cates the k~±iQceae as beginaing 22.5 a ye~ S ago. Thig
assessment is made using the ractiocative analysis of
rocks coutai~ing raicrofossils of tne family Woraminifera.

The rocKs analysea, in this .rogramma came from deep sea
drillings in the Atlantic.

Detailed report in ‘Nature’ nuceniber 13, 1969.

POTT)ED HISTORY

A potted. nistory of the search for St Uuthberts 2 is contained
in ‘The i~endip Gayer’ vol 5 no 6 — in the library, which has
also recently received vol 13 nos.2 and lOof- ~ Press’,
Sydney 5S’s publication.

AUSTRIAN SLiDE dH0~v PLi~Nx’BiiD

Pete iviathe~ws is planning a ~ho~ing of last summer’s slides taken
on the Group trip to Austria. he woula like to see collect ions
in oruer to select a reasonable number to show first to part
icipants privateley and then one Thursdny evening at Brentford.

Pifty foot more (from page one)

removed and the bend-was by—passed. Unfortunately the way on
became too tight with a further 12 ft of iassage still visible.
It will ~?robably prove negotiable after a session ~ith an ent
renching tool.

A fe~u days sPent digging by one person nave opened up a total
of 30 -ft of pthsâage :with a further 20 ft Visible ahead.

Sorue-nifght call tt4s ~ trivial little passage~ but as things are
on Iviendap these days it ramcs a~ a major aisoovery.
SUBS iffiE DUE TO ThE GRoUP UN Jj~UaRY I —oEL LJM1IJIJR ATTACHLD
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aLT S~ T FOR CLRISTk S 1970

Too late for this year, but in plenty of time for next, is an
MOO scheme to print ChristmaE Cards up to professional stand
ards0 Quick: !~ake áome friends to whom you can seM them,

UIi!TJiR i:;i!TRY TO JIZT YR 000P

During the \llnter, when Dan yr Ogof is closed, access is via
the River Entrance, Party leaders should obtain keys from
s~~oc cottage. Parties must lock themselves in.

136Q-79 ~°~~:‘

Joan Goddard reports only limited support for the Jrnurnal
and it is planned to produce it in a somewhat limited form
early next year.

‘JI-mRE X~ERE YOU ?

fliere were you on the cottage work weekend ? MI~á~’s to Tony
Buchan on a postcard, please. Prizes will co:-~’ st of invitati.ns
to the next one.’

BOOK AITD SURVEY IIIGHTS

Books will be: available from Joan Goddard at the Royal Oak
on the first Thursday of each month; cave sur~eys will be
on sale on the third .Thursday.pf themonth. Here isa complete
list:

Surveyfi~ ..

Caves of Cheddar Gorge 4.3 Coopers Hole . 33
,Eastwater.sh. 1. ... .. 4.3 Eastwater eb 2 - . 13..3.
Gbatchurch .~ : .. 2.6 .Larnb,Leer . . . . 3.9.
tongwAod/~~ugust sh 1. . 5.5 Longwood/L sh 2 3,3.
Lengwcod/L.sh 3... 3.6 Pinetree Pet .~ .. 3.3
-St Outhberts Plan 3.3 St Cuthberts section 2.6
St Cuthberts addendum 1.0 Stoke Lane 4,3...
Swildons 4.3 Ubley 11111 Pot 2.3
Readts Cavern - .~ 1.6 •Browne’s Hole.- .: 2.0
Books ... . .

Pennine Underground .. 1.9,0 rICO 1967 Journal .. 5.6
Cavescf !iendip, Derbyshire, vales &the Marches each . 9.0

Committee . . .

SECRa)TLRY Peter jiathews, 155 Radcliffe ay, Jortholt, iIiôdx
Treasurer Ron SauMers, 21 Rushm~or Lye, Hazlemere, H.Uycombe,Bucks
C/warden Tony..Buehan, .80 Rectory Lane, Long Ditton, Surrey
T/Llaster Jchn ariam, Glenville, ~~heeler Lane, itley, Surrey
Meet sec Peter iiünt, Kelway, Upper Thitts, .Brentford, Hiddx
Recorder~Joan _Goddard. _2LSwan_Cloae ~fl4nnr_t~, ~I~’dz




