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UPPER FLOOD SWALLET EXTEIDED BY FIFTY FEET

. new 30ft passage has been opened-up in Upper Flood Swallet’
and another 20ft is visible shéad. Pete lathews, who has done.
most of the work, call it 'Pete's Diz'. ' S :

Mest folk visiting Upper Flewod turn left after Cllmbln” down. the
drop just inside the entrance. ..t the extreme end of the small.
rift chamber,they pass through the hole in the floor and wrlggle
along the: muddy dralnplpe..uut,qll.1nsihad.of.d01nb ihlswthe
vigitor turns right,he finds himself at Pete's Dig.

The site has been ignored by most peepleand it gave the impressicn
af being miners' residues. .. roof 'of large beulders jemmed
in position by lengths of rotting timber diad nothing te enceourage
the would-be expleorer. By inclining his head to one side and
poking it through an array of pit props, the adventurer could
see ahead for about five feet The unstable nature of the roof
and the mass of clay beneath zave the impressien that this

was a roof Fall in an old wwrklno and en this’ ba81s dlgdln“ began.

The notions of a dangerous roof oxupoear@d gs quickly as the retting

Simbers were dislodged ~ the roof is now well cemented to@ether
and is as safe as these things ever are. |

way ahead just visible
During the first weelend of Sigzin, tbe clay floor was dug awaJ

tv enlarge what had been a 51§01nch gpace. There was a small
space ahead of this and then a tew-tight-tn-follow Z bend with

the way ahead just visible. = )

Twe further sessions of sole digging around.one of the huge boul-
ders forming the 51de ef the wend resulted in a pick disappearing
into black space. .. few smaller roeks were/@ontlnued on page 7

-

HORTI V.LES CGOLD II.E RE~OPLIED

f; i conpany has purchase dn opticn to buy the base metal rlghu&'

of nearly 700 acres of lierienethshire Ancluding the disused .
workings of the CGwynfynydd Gold iiine, The company proposes 1o

. use modern methods tc exfract minerals previously not worth
mining. .

FIRST 1P OF LODOIT UTTDLRGROUT_“T) PL..TED

i committee of geographers, archaslegists, and others is to mamn
the gubterrancan fields beneath London including natural cavities

 underground cable ways and railways. The latest elec. nic egquipment

will be used for this first comprehensive SUTVEY..
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CAN'T CoudT ) B
This dssue is incorrectly numbered on jage one, it should be 80

1iCG L/DDER IS STROUGLST

Tacklemaster John “iiriam believes that the technique of ladder
making developed by .CG is superior to any other system . Recent
tests have revealed that the Joints made at the rungs are
stronger than the wire itsell. :

Come to think of it, this is fortunate because he Jjust reported
“to-the committee that all but 100ft of the existing 10-inch
ladder is to0 be immediately withdrawn and that the remaining
100-T%t should be scrapped as soon as possible.

‘fle is contemplating maeking two srades of ladder: .. stong, heavier
type for liendip and a lighter variety for longer pitches else-
where. . B _

QUICK =.%¥ TO GET W.RH

The cottage urgently needs some firewood and Pete iunt has
large supplies as his Upper Butts Brentford home. One snag :
Pete doesn't want to saw it. Dut saws are available - come
and get out of the cold. '

WELLS DESHCR.TED 9

Have you been to see the new Canon's Houses in iells. People
from all over the world have commented on them - mostly
‘adverseley claiming that they ere a desecration of the ancient
city.

DIVUER DLTE

" The annual dinner (preceded by the L) is plahned for ilarch 29,
Price is expected to be about 2%s 0d4. :

CHRIBSTIL.S C.VLRS

TFleven lads are expected to leap on llendip at Christmas - a record.
Those who want Christmas lunch should pay & deposit to Pete lither
llathews. - : :

YILLION G.ILOT DM BUILY FOR ST CUTHTLRTS PUSH by Pete liathews

5 multitude of attacks have been made on the Gow Rift, the present
end of St Cuthberts. The terminal sump has been enlarged and
extended, but underwater digs havs not been very successful. &
big attempt to drain the sump and remove the heavy silt deposit
has heen plammed., In all seven dams have been constructed, the
largest across the mineries was designed to hold a million gallons.

The work follows results_of the liendin Hvdrology Survev.

0
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CRUCIAL VOTI‘C QUESTIO.! U.DECIDLD “T
TLTTIOMNL LS8SOCILLTION HEfTIG

The Council of Southern Caving blubs was unable to obtaln
agreement to its proposal for- 'unanimous' ‘voting in the
Tational Caving issociation. ..t the anmual meeting held in
Cbuoestershlre last month Cambria, Derbyshire and the Jlorth
insisted on 7% per cent majority VOtln” and the South stuck
to its guns requlranUﬂanunous decisions on all important
gquestions. o decision was resched and the South are to think
acain. - : o

The ratlonal Sports boun011 have sald that 1t is unllzely that
the C.. in its present form would be unable to properly control
any grants made to it. . .

STOP T CXLi: TREFRTS 3

If tackle is stolen 4, Tcll the Police, 2. Tell the regional
council sscretary 3. Prevent thefts by marking all tachle. The
OC.. will eirculate details of tackle stolem. : -

ELICTRIFYILE JE6GS

arthur Spain has overhauled the battery rack on the chargerr 
unit in the cottage. he has improved the spring contacts and

“replaced the fuses by circuit-breakers. It is expected that

the new rack will he more foolpr@of than before, Don't try to
prove it o B S

ELLCTED

Two probationary members were accented at. the last meefing of

the committee., They are: Charies J@ﬂ@d@ttO; 5 Raynald ‘House,
Gracefield CGardens, London S:(.16; and Bernard Lilliams, :
8D Riverdale Road, Xast TW1cgeﬁham, iddlescx.

CLUB T.KES 4 C LUCE

- The committee at its. last mecting decided to take a chance

Yo izprove. the land purchase fund. £50 from the existing
funé ~s to be invested 1n Premium: Donds. The last issuse of
the Gunsumer ..sgsociation's ..anazine ' hich?' reckoned that
an investment of £10 for a yéar offered a 96 in 100 chandce
of winninzg nothing and 1 in 1,345,154 ehance’ of winning .
£25,000. .. 2100 investment reduced.the odds :to- 88 in 100

of winning nothing and 1 in 134,515 of getting £25,000,

SLIPPTG CLUTCH . . . GO TO ZLRIESIIIRE -

- (¢teologists have found large d0001ts of ullcrs iarthnear the'

Berks villazes of Baulking and Fernham. Just the thlng for ciutchs
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Letters to the Editor
SONMI: C.VERS RO 10T LTHLLTES !

Please find enclosed the address lsbels. I suppose it is debatable
which is worse - tacky tonzue or writer's cramp ?

flere are some more revealing statistics to make the mind bog-le.
The secretary of our ai letics club addresses 5,000 letters a
year and is responsible for diplicating all invitations to
compete in matches and all circulars.

Fie also attends all local schools matches to recruit young
athletes, orzenises all motches acts as timekeeper and
announcer and writes reports . for three local newspapers. -
P & J Virzo, Slough, Bucks.

(That Just shows what athletics can do for you doesn't it - . at
least he shares one thing with our editor -~ he apparentl¥
doesn't run'and T can't remember what caving was 1like-Bil)

10 8UBS, &0 TLEUBLIMTTIR

flaving filled-in four address labels, doesithis mean I get
newsletters even if I don't pay next year s subs ¢ M.D. Brace,
liorthwood, 7iiddx. : '

(7o, The srpare. labels are for addressing reminders to pay subs)

A8KTYNE ¥OR TROURLE i:)
I deny all connection with sit-in (JJovember ‘ews)- either h
sittinsz-in or getting out. Dut what I did do was tohelp get-out
the UB students who thought Vicarage Pot was part of the Trouble
round-trip and so abseiled down it.- Fred Davies,; Ilelghbourne.

THE LUNIIIOUS, IVIGEITOUS 1D BEXOTHERIIC ALFIR COLLIIS
ALL FOR FOUR SHILLIIGS

Scarcely anyone caving on lendip hasn't heard of .1fie Collins; or
hasn't heard himrecite one of the famous but improbable tales of
speleoclogy as 1t exists in the mind ef ..dJd. Collins. The first
Speleode descended on an unsuspecting world in 1942,

ilow ilfie's works have been immortalised in print and are on
sale in &id of the new Belfry fund. There are four volumes at
Ls 0d each all illustrated by JTock Orr.

Volume one, which can now be ordered from Pete !iathews, contains ;
'The Luminous Legend of Sammy Smayle', The Ingenious Invention of
\ Kenneth Lyle'and'The Exothermic Iixperiment of Freddy Try'.
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o wELCOUE FROM THE HILLSIDES ' ' BY John Hirigm 

s recent weekerd at Llangattoek will be one of the more memorable
of this year's meets fer the six members and two guests whe
managed to reach thite vwalls (the CSS cottage) in spite of :
Brian Hillman's self-dismantling starter motor asnd John Hacliillan !

trying to drive through a dry stone wall. ) E

The aim was to negotiate the Southern Stream Passage of ..gen
~llwedd and to explore the streanway of which it is a tributary.
.« Subwreive rumour that the SSP was nothing more than a
one-milz pebbly crawl was disbelieved by Greg S8Smith; Bill Jones,
Hohn Macliillan, Charles Benedetto and John iiriam, who went to
find out for themselves. :

The SSP starts abeut two thirds of the[way élong the'main passage
and it is entered by dropping through a hole in the floor of &
right hand fork in the passare. :

«-fter crouching and crawling for half an hour it was decided
that the S8P was long; after an hour it was agreed that it
was even longer and after 90 minutes the conclusion was that
it was ridiculous. CGregz and 2ill dashed on leaving the other
three to follow more slowly. ..iter 150 minutes of crawling
Greg and Bill were met at a narrow rift and it was decided to
return.

Chapter of accidents

The return along the bassage was made meirorable at a point where
one slides on one's stomach over a boulder while.praying that
~another boulder above stays Jammed., This time it did not. Charles
was half-way through and it tool ten minutes work with a waist
length plus assorted Iiclks and shoves to vwroduce a surficiently
large - if unstable - hole to allow the f.ur trapped cavers
to slide through. '

Having stablilised the boulder the party slogcped out and set—off
for the pub. Outside the Chelses Cottage Bill managed te drive-
off the side of the roadwhile backing out,depositing the car
blus four occupants between the arms of the hairpin bend beneath.
While manhandling the car tewards the road,it careered off
demolishing a dry stone wall in the process,

Sunday was. a day for rebuildihg dry stone walls and pulling out caré
OLD C.VERS EVER DIfeoesce.

They Jjust get married, get too fat, or join the committes

%
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CiVES “RET’T 'K.T THEY USED TO BE

urthur Spain, a maMber of the Group fof many years, returns to
—jSW1lanS Hole to ask 'Swildons. or the SW111pOt°'ZA e

SlX members of the Vlctorla CC and I declded to plod down as
. far as Blue. Pen01l.;_t the new way from the Water Chamber to.
‘what usedeto be the Ffoot of the 4O we had.a'quarter—hour'Wait
while some ill-equipped younﬂsters emerzed. ..t the head of the
20 we encountered our second snag, a three-guarter hour wait

for two partles of: near-exhausted younvsters to stagyer bye. There

was another party ahead of us as well,

- 01l ‘this frustration caused us to flash past arnes Loop and
" the route to Blue Pencil without realising it and we arrived
at Sump 1. It was too much for three of us and we dived into
the beautifully clean and fresh Swildons 2. ..fter half an
hour enJOJably splashlnf around through the ducks to. Sump 2
we returned to the others. Ugh ! The sight and smell of spent
carbide and rubbish all over the place almost persuaded us
back through the sump.

e did get to Dlue Fencil, but that is almost Fforgotten - what
is remenibered is the underground rubbish dump which the cave
has becoms. iembers and their guests must remember not to
leave carbide everywhere and rubbish: Take it out with you.
Ind also please remember that novices have their limitations-
exhausted cavers are a danger to themselves and a nuisance to
others.

LuSSO"S WORTH I.:34‘£'JTI'?G

Last month Greg Smlth ﬂave a 'vietim's eye view' ‘of .the Longwood
L rescue. were Tony Knlbbs comments on gsome ey pointS....

1. Laullnr the vietim up the main pitch was straightforward to
" Dbegin with, I climbed ;the ladder alongside the victim while
Tony BDuchan co-ordinated the hauling above. Lack of sufficient
lifeline provided a needless hazard..The only available line
was .attached to the carrying sheet with an extra-longs tail of
- several feet which was then attached to the climber alongside.
Thls was potent1ally very danserous.

2. Had it been p0581b1e to fix a pulley above the pltch it would
have been useful.”

3. There were problems at the top of the chimney - rescuers rust
- try to get ahead of the victim again as soon.as he has besn
passed forward.

L. The operation was halted at the foot of the 10ft ladder and
there is no record of any rescue ih the restricted section
beyond. The crux of the problem would come at the letter box
but I think only a very small victim would nake it.

)
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GEOLOGICAL TIwml REASSSSSED
Various time scales recoanciled

A new geological chronology has been calculated »y Ur w.A. .
Berggren working at the woow hole Uceanographic institution,
hassachusets, UscA. His wors has reconciled various different
calculations made in toe past. Uslng radicactive aanalysis of
rock specimens he believes that he can define seriods to
withnin half a nillion yecars, &

bre Bergagen sgrees with previous estimates of the begianing
of the Pleistucene yeriod at about 1.8 M years ag¢; but then
he varies .revious estimates of the Pliocene Leriod's start
13 & years ago to only 5.5 years sgo.

fre nates the wiocene as beginaing 22.5 m years ago. This
assessment is made using the radioccative analysis of
rocks contal:idng microfossils of tie family Foraminifera,

The rocks analysed in this srogranme came from deep sea
driliings in the atlantic,

Detailed report in "Nature', vucember 13, 1969,
POTTLD HISTORY

A potted nistory of the search for 5t Cuthberts 2 is contained
in 'The wendip Caver' vol 5.nmo 6 -~ in +the library, which has
also receatly received vol 13 nos. 2 anu 10 of- 'Stoy Sress',
Sydney 585's publication.

AUSTRIAN SLIVUL SHOW PLANNLD

Pete mathews is planning a showing of last summer's slides taken
on the Group trip to sustria. He would like to see collections
in order to select a reasonsble number to show first to part-
icipants privateley and then one Thursdasy eveaing at Brentford,

Pifty foot more (from pege one)

removed and the bend was by-passed, Unfortunately the way on
became too tight with a further 12 £t of Lassage still visible,
1t will orobably prove negotiable after a session with an ent—
renching tool. : o ]

A few days spent digging by one psrson dave opened up a total
of 30 -ft . of pasdage with a further 20 fi qisible,qhead.

Some- might call this g trivial little passage; but as things ap
‘oa Mendip these days it ranks_ag a major uiscovery, , '
SUBS ARE WUE TO :Tak GRUUP UN JAGUARY 1 ~ SKEE LETYLR ATTACHED
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GET ST FOR CHRISTILS 1970

Too late for this year, but in plcnt; of tlme for next, is an -
1ICG ‘scheme to print Cliristmas Cards up to prof8851ona1 stand— i
ards. Qu;ck.-wahe ‘some friends to whom you can send them,

WINTER HiITRY TO Duﬁ_fR-OGoﬂ

During the \.inter, when Dan yr Oﬂof'is ¢losed, acceés'is via -
the River Entrance. Party leaders should obtain keys from -
SWCC cottare. Parties must lock themselves in., ' ,t)

1969- 70 JOURZ—__}L_'

Joan Cﬂddard reports only 1im1ted support for the Jﬂurnal
and it is-plammed to produce it 1n a scmewhat 11m1ted form
early next Jearw

WHERE .“RL YOU ?

Lhere were you on the cottage work weekend ?.Answ%rs to Teny
Buchan on a postcard, chase. Prizes will co.i'3% of invitatiens
te the next one. T

BOOK .i'D SURVEY IIIGHTS

Books will be available from Joan Goddard at the Royal Oak

on the . first Thursday of each months cave surbeys will be

on sale on the third Thursday. of the month. dere is a. comnlete
list . S

surveys o L . )

Caves of Cheddar Gorge'
Lastwater.sh 1. .
“Goatchurch

Tongwaod/. ugust sh 1.
Lanﬂwood/“ sh 3.

‘8t Cuthberts Plan

B8t Cuthberts addendum

Coopers Hole
Bastwater sh 2.

- Lamb: Leer -
Longwood/.. sh 2
Pinetree Pet
8t Cuthberts section
Steke Lane . .. -
Ubley Llll Poﬁ

I
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Swildons .

Read's Cavern - . ,Browne s cle . .
Beoks ' L , :
Pennine Underground N 10.0 HCG 1967 Journal .
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Caves ef 1end1p, Derbyshlre, ijales & the uarches eaéh

Cemmittes

SHECRET/RY Peter nathews, 155 Radcllffe nay, Tortholt, ﬂlddx
Treasurer Ron Saunders, 21 Rushmoor ;ve, Hazlemere, H..ycombe,Bucks -
C/warden Tony . Buchan, 80 Rectory Lane, Long Ditten, Surrey
T/Haster Jehn iiiriam, Glenville, Vheeler Lane, Witley, Surrey
Heet sec Peter liunt, Xelway, Upper uutts, Brentford, Middx

. Recorder . _Joean Goddard. 24 _Swan_Cloge. Hanworth, Hiddx

et b AR 1 e e o . bk A A et et ook 44 i Senm emebes dress





