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SubOCPT±’TIUTS DUE
0 - -

Members who completed the first set of addressed labels for
newsletters should have received the December issue together--j.
with a• request for subscriptions. This newsletter will be
distributed t~ all members, •but sflbsequ~ht~ issues will be-
sent only to those having paid subs at the time of
publishing0 -

DLLIER ~JOT TO ~iT LaSTER -

The date for the annual dinner and LGH announced last month
has been changed to- 1~TURDLY 7.~LRCi-I 2-I. This is partly because
the original date was ~jaster and partly because Saturday
March 29 falls this year on a Sunday. Book the date and start
saving: up the 25s O~ for your ticket.

GREG 5!JTH TOP COTt~GLROTTLR OF 1969 -

Statistics are alleged to have revealed that Greg Smith was most
fre~nt caver of 1969. In fact the figures vhow that he spent
more nights at~ the cottage than anyone else0 Here is the
championship table . - - -

IGreg ~ilth (36 nights); 2 Pete ::iathews (35); ~ John Miriam 23.

Runners—up include: D. Graves 20, R. Step]ens and Carl Ruxtofl 18
Knibbs 15 and Brian Hillman I Ii-. -

SEE SLIDES OF ..USTRL’~ - - - -

~ slide show o-f the picture.s tajten during the 1969 J~ustrian
expedition will be held at the Royal Oak on Thursday, February
26, - - - - -

‘7rDut first things, first” says Pete Mathews, “Could I have
the slides :10.: pleas&’a There will he ~a get—together ol’- - -

participants at 155 Radcliffe Lay, Zortholt on Tuesday, February
17. If you want any beer — take it with you

~J~TCH OUT PROM LPRIL I

Treasurer Ron Saunders has invested i~50 of his money in premium
bonds on behalf of the 11CC. The bonds enter the draw from
..kpril 1. Theit’ numb .rs are- - - -

- - 5Jr18214311 to 5JM8214360 -

The committee emphasises there will be no share—out if we win
£25,000. The money is for the cottage fund. ~nyone who doesn’t
fancy a bunk at Longleat. 00 000 - -
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HOF~HZ2y TOURIST CLVERS ?

The 1970 edition of the ]3ritjth Travel ~.ssociati,n’s guide for
foreign visitors includes caves in its eulogy of Yorkshire and
recommends ‘Pennine Underground’ to tourists.

)
Anyone seeing three coachloads of Americans down Lost John’s is
invited to write to the Editor enclosing and cigar stubs found.

TRIFLIflO REI7LRD ~OR L~JDIP LIFT

A frj~nd of Pete ifathews would welcome a lift almost any weekend fl
to Bristol to see his wife and family. He will be prepared to
travel at a moment’s notice and to share perrol costs.

Tea on arrival is claimed to be unnerving as the youngest and
oldest children are likely to shower you with trifle (Pete’s
own experience).

Telephone Michael Ehite (01—977 Lj427 daytime), He lives at
i 89L Aaldegrave Road Teddington Piiddx.

ROGER E.~iLIiTGT0:i TO ORGAJISE POLJ2D

Roger allington (‘6 Kendall Drive Slough) is now organising
the 1970 LOG expedition to Poland.

The Group’s Polish host will be Zygmunt Kwasaok (or something
like that)

JAMES GIBB IlLS LOVED

James Gibb has moved to 3 Kiln Cottages, rood Lane End, Hemel 0
Hempstead, 1-lerts. This is the remoter part of hemel Eempstead,
no.t on the telephone and where letters take 1L. days to arrive
and telegrams three days. A pony and trap service operates
direct from 1-lackney marshes every three days.

THAflKS

Pete Hunt’s Dog wishes to thank Pete Munt for taking an aged
turkey to LIendip at Christmas — the turkey was inedible to
Pete but delightful to the dog.

LAIC3 DISTRICT HOLIDAY

The Ramblers association guest house at Hassness, Buttermere,
welcomes walkers during the summer. LaTh on your own or in
organised parties. Details from the Editor,

BORDER USE LABELS

Border CC have adopted our scheme for address labels for newsletters
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WHY ZOT SPE~ A CO : :~JIa1 .P:JD:c~;D AT BLACTUIQOR
HOLE ? asks Greg Smith

There is a marked lack of interest in digging — or even caving —

.~t present,

If you think of some eaves (UnperPlood Swallet— that nasty
muddy hole up the valley!) this is not surprising, so a few
enterprising members have restarted digging in the original
Blackmoor shaft0

Conditions down here, as plder members might remember, are
quite congenial and the last flood made the place quite clean0
It is true that there is a 3Oft pitch, but there are many.
ledges on which to rest a ~d there is ample room below for
brewing soup — or even a seven course dinner.

A cold draught blowing from the dig does ruffle the hair from
time to time and the rumbling of the nearby stream can disturb
pleasant bonversations. Eutthe~e minor pxblems should not
de~r thekeen di~ger. ContEct. — Greg Smith,. Pete ?iunt or
John Liiriam .

STJTDRS F~ILY OUT I1TG

Roger Saunders, elected a probationary member at the January
committeemeeting, reports on a trip consisting of Ron, Helen
and Roger Saunders. to Longwood—Lugust, Leader was Arthur Spain.

Arthur led the party down by way of August where we found that
those with the longest legs ha~ the easiest time negotiating
the lOft drop below Chriamas Crawl, i1e went down the fault
chamber and both u~:and down the .streamway.

~:e were very impressed with the formations in the passage and
had the system to ourselves during the five hour ip

i/HERE IS YOUR CCC PERMIT ?

A number of permits for members to ~is1t caves in the Charter—
house caving area — Longwood—August, GE, Blackmoor etc — hate
been lost in the post. If you do not have a current permit,
contact meet secretary Pete Munt ~

LIORE NOUTAI:r ACCIDL.LTTS

The Upper..Austran MRO was called out to 513 accidsnts tn1968,
according to figures just published, These included 15 deaths,
278 badly injured and 159 lightly injured climbers and skiers,
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HLPPY hEW YEAR FROLi rico’ S HOST lIT AUSTRIA

Dear Peter and the other cavers,
Thank you ±or your season wishing and I repeat them most cord
ially. I would like to be a member in your hotel in :ells, S
but my job over Christmas can not give me easy holidays. I am
glad that I can get one of the slides, brotherhood drinking
with wine in St Peter cellar.

In September/cctober I could take a big trip to the Island of
Cuba by a cheap charter flight at a third of the usiml price.
Two weeks ago I was in Rournania and on the trip back in the
castle mountain in the centre of Budapest I saw a conmercial
cave, very warm inside.

With kindest greetings, yours, Felix Seiser

LIBRARY JSDDITIOIIS BY Joan Goddard

HA~TDBO0K OF TIC OLIIBRIA:T CC, 1969 . A useful reference book
dealing with cave rescue in Lales, t~e Cambrian cave registry,
access to caves in the area, club addresses etc. Available for
sale at 2/6. Plan your meets with its aid.

PIOIThER UIDER Tm’, LIEIDIPS, Wessex CC 12s Od. This is a short
biography of H.E. Balch, by J.I. Stanton. For cavers interested
in the history of Nendip caving and the early pioneers, this is
good value. The text contains much original material and is
well—written and illustrated. \,orthwhile addition to any book
shelf.

DESCEJT, DeceMber 1969. Contains an interesting and simply—
written article on the hydrology of lithestone areas with
particular reference to Aendip. Also a list of the world’s
longest and deepest caves and longest caves of Britain.

~:ESSEx CC Journal, August 1969. The discovery of Shatter Cave,
with survey

A150:Orpheus CC newsletter 11/69, Stop Press (Sydney ss) 2 and
10/69, Westminster SG 11/12— 69 and Journal of London UCC autumn
1969

FIRST ~ET OF TIC YEAR

The first meet of the year is provisionally planned for Ltarch
7/8 to visit South V~ales. Caves planned are Dan —yr—Ogof (if
not flooded) and O}?D.

This year’s meet programme is published with this newsletter
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AlriUIi LIETcTIITG

Secretary Pete Nathews gives formal notice that the Group’s
annual general meeting will bo held in the Cottage at
iTordrach—on—Mendip on Saturday March 21, 1970 at a time to
be announced later0

:Tominations for the committee and proposals to amend the
Constitution and Rules net reach Pete at 155 Radcliffe Way9
ITortholt, hiddx, by Thursday, February 26.

A C0::YAMY TO BUY GIVES ?

Various members of the Mendip fraternity are to investigate
the possibility of setting up a company to buy caves0 The
ob3ect is to enable important caves to be acquired for the
benefit of everyone. There would be a case for this when
one of the existing LIendip far mers sold—up and there was a
possibility of his successor being averse to the sport. Those
concerned will be reporting to the next meeting of the Council
of Southern Caving Clubs.

MRS SPEED UTh:Ea

lirs Emily Speed, proprietor of the Mew Inn at Priddy, has been
reported to be seriously ill at home. At present Phyllis is
running the pub, but not opening at all hours.

ViOOICEY 20 OPWID UP

A party, believed to be from the Independent Cave Diving Group,
has.., how gone from Xlookey 19 to a further 2,000ft of passage,
to be known as Mookey 20~

FRIDDY 1101. OFFICIALLY BEAUTIFUL

Priddy Green has now been declared an area of outstanding nat
ural beauty. The CSCC has agreed to back Hr ‘~aine against any
attempt to require him to provide lavatories for cavers on the
Green.

SOUTEERM COUITCIL HAS BACICD DOt/IT over its original policy of
requiring unanimity at Ilational CA meetings — AGH this month

SECRETARY Pete Mathews 155 Radcliffe Lay Mortholt Uiddx
TREASURER Ron Saunders 21 Rushmoor Ave Hazlemere H. lycombe Bucks
MEET SEC. Pete Hunt Kelway Upper Butts )3rentford Middx
RECORDER Joan Goddard 2L~ Swan Close Hanworth Middx
T/HASTER John Miriam Glenville i.heeler Lane Mitley Surrey
C/v/ARDEIT Tony Buchan 80 Rectory Lane Long Ditton Surrey

EDITOR, PRIITTER AND PUBLISHER OF THE IJENSLETTER
Brian lice 91 Evelyn Drive Hatch End Pinner Jiiddx HL5 L~RN:~

01—Li.28 1975



JJflDIP CLVLXT GROUP

~Jeet programme 1970

March 7—8 SOUTH i.J.LES, Dan—yr—Ogof and 0.ThD.

March 21 ianual meeting and group dinner

March 27—30 i!~imIP, Lugust—Lon~ood (Two day dig in the 0
Easter Oxbows and general cave clear—up)

May 23—25 .HEJD1P, Blackmoor and upper part of Velvet
Spring BE Bottom (digging and surveying)

June 20—21 SOUTH ~ALES, Dany—yr—Ogof and O.P.D.

July 18—19 MEEDIP, ITap Hill Dig,with lecture on tacble
and demonstration of rigging and use

Lugust 29—31 MEJDIP, Timber Hole Dig, Llso lecture on
Summer BE surveying and practical trial in small cave.

September 19—20 YORKSHIRE, Penyghent Pot

October 17—19 YORKSHIRE, Lost John’s Systerft

ITovember 12—13 ?.IEJDIP, Cooper’s Hole Dig. ~lso lecture on
exhaustion underground, rescue etc.

P.R. L{TITT,
January 1970 i.ieet secretary

issued with the January 1970 L{CG iews




