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SUBS UP PROPOSL~ FOR AGN

It is mooted that a proposal to increase ?ICG subs in -1971 will
be put before the annual meeting on March 21. The proposed
rise will be lOs for members over 18 to £2 and by ~s to £1
for associates and members under 18.

The meeting is planned to start •at 3.30 pm at the cottage
at :Tordrach—on—Liendip. (Agenda appears on page six)

JOI-LT MAC2 TIlLAZI UFGPJ~DED

John MacMillan, of 31 Little Reeves Avenue, J~mersham, has
been appointed a full merit or,

JJThRICLZS TUTE II! TO SVaAGL1ITE ORGAH

Leland Sprinkle has an organ with a difference: He has harnessed
dozens of stalagmites in Luray Caves, Virginia to make a musical
instrument, He got the idea from seeing a guide strike a
formation and extract a humming noise from it.

He has spent hours tuning the stalagrdtes — f.Ring them and using
a tuning fork to get the notes accurate, Each formation is
then connected to an organ keyboard. ‘~‘hen the organist
presses a key a rubber hammer strikes the appropriate stalagmite
and a note is produced. It can be be played manually orby a
device like a pianola.

GET YOUR DI:rER TICKETS HOc

The annual dinner at the Star, hells, has been arranged for
March 21 (following the AGLI), A coach will operate from and
h:ck to the cottage.

Dinner tickets price 25s (-125p) are available f~m all committee
members,

There is a rumour of some free ale - donated by Robbie and Pam
Charnock, who paid a fleeting visit to the UK from the USA
t~ecently, but who did not have time for a Thursday evening
visit. They still haven’t •done any caving since thejr arrival
in the States — too cold in winter and too hot in summer.



MCG 1IEl~S March -1970 page two

MYSTERY TOUR

Roger Vallington has booked a crossing to the Continent for
the end of July for the Group expedition. The final destination
is still uncertain, but it is hoped to take in southern Poland
— with or without business visas.

rIr C~TiiJ1ajun ia± WJ

The southern general meeting of CRC- is to be held at 1Thercrave,~
‘Jelfare Centre, Swansea Valley at 5 pm on June 27. Discussion
subjects still to be announced.

LAST CHAITCE 10 SEE AUSTRIA SLIDES

If you still have not seen the Austrian expedition 1970 slides
there will be a chance on Monday April 6 at Pete Iiathew&s
house. Arive early and you can armahair your way under York—
shire as well. flames to Pete, please.

HIGi-ff~R PRICE SURVEYS

To meet the higher costs of printing, the £tendip Survey Scheme
has increased its prices. Revised prices appear on the notice
board at the cottage and at the Royal Oak. Details from Joan
Goddard.

SAVE OJ PO~ER COSTS
A switch has been fitted to the water heater circuit at the
cottage. Please switch—off the power when there will be
no demand for hot water, ie at night or when everyone goes
out.

BEST BUYS

Geology A colourful chart illustrating the chief divisions
of geological time, evolution of plant and animal life, climate
and types of rocks deposited as well as the thickness and agei
of different rocks is available from Joan Goddard in exchange
for a donation to the lpf.

Survey A survey of Smeltmifl Zeck Cave, Brough ~Jestmorland, is
available from MoThj-warps SC-, S.D. Fiodgson, Greenlawns, Grammar
School Lane, Jorthallerton, Yorks, price 6s Od inc pp.

/. —
S

Librarian -Joan Goddard will always welcOme. donations of
binding tape etc for the library, cdoured card suitable for
covers, loose leaf files or folders and all sorts of box files.

Green shield stamps are always in demand for the cottage (they hold
it up). To committee manbers, please.
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MENDIP IS FOR LOVI:G :~D c:~imIsin:iG

A~!YO~E can drive to Somerset of a weekend ~nd with
the aid of a BDI crawl about muddy holes in the
ground.

BUT there is more to being a member of the MOG —

or any caving club — than that. The difference
between a crawler—about—of—iruddy—holes and caver
is that caver knows all that there is to be known
about Liendip, its history and its present—day
life. — now in some danger of being eroded away
by Bristol commuters and hordes of weekend touiifls,

HOV~ many members know where Romulus and Remus are,
who put them there and why, ihere Pride Evans lived
or for that matter what 21301? means ?

TI-IESE thoughts are prompted by a r~reading of the
new ~essex biography of 11,11;. I3alch (you must at least
have heard of him !) and a vision of lots of new
members who are either under.-;roundb in the Hunters
or on there way back to London at 70 mph.

• GE:JTh~ caver stop, wander and wonder once in a
• while.

Ogofwr Ddu
+ In the HOG library

SOUTH VIJIES UEET U:TER CL

The sheep from the goats are to be sorted at the South hales
meet on March7—8 planned to do Dan—yr—Ogof and 0fl~. . The meet
will be in TEZTS. SVICC regret the cottage is fully booked.
Goats give their names to Pete Hunt, please.

L0:TG . TETHER
p

• Tackleniaster John I’.ciriam obtained committee agreement to make
200 feet of tether at a cost of about £18. lOOft of new ladder
will be available before Laster and the rest soon afterwards,

:~EW PORITOCAVIC BOOK

There is no truth in the rumour that the new manual of caving
techniques is sub—titled GAyER SUTRA

MZTRESSES SOUGHT

flew single mattresses are sought for the cottage, The existing
ones would benefit from shaking and turning after use.
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CARS AT TFJE TOP ~iEA1T QUEUES LI’Oi/ by Joan Goddard

Joan Goddard, John ?Iiriam, Tony iCnibbs and Ray ~ansfield with
some Shepton members planned a quick trip to Longwood/Lugust.
Their enthusiasm was dampened on arrival at the road to Lower
Farm by the sight of enormous numbers of cars parked on the
verges. At the cave,a partj was emerging and we waited half—
an—hour for them to complete the process. Once on our way
down through a very wet ‘showerbath’ we waited for yet another
party to pass. The Shepton members went to August, John went ‘~

to see the Longwood main chamber and Joan kept nice and dry at ‘-~~J
the top of the pitch, ~e joined the queue to leave the cave —

and it took an hour to reach the surface.

Moral: Don’t go down Longwood when there are lots of cars on
the surface unless you want -~hr caving to 1+h2s queueing.

M!ITLIG POT : LOOK IJIAT YOU MISSED

Take a Spanish senorita, a Swiss fraulein an English miss,
a Scotsman and four Lnglishzan and you have the contents
of G-oatchurch cavern one recent weekend during a trip in
which Ron Saunders participated. Other than the fact that
the mixture separated on return to the surface he doesn’t
say who they were, and who are we to ask (except we obviously
-missed something.

Letter to the Editpr
~J)

HAT PRICI. SURVIVAL ‘~

The recent article in The Speleologist may have prompted you
to ask ‘Could a case of exposure happen on a trip in which I
am involved ‘1”. I feel that more of us ought to think about
this — especially when taking parties of comparative beginners-3

I feel that it would not be too much to ask the club to make
available two tr three siwival bags at 32s 6d each available
to any member to take on trips — folded and packed they take
u) very little room.

Anyone who was to suffer exposure on the wrong- side of a sump
would take a very long time to get warm unless dry clothes
were to be taken by the party.

If you were to be trapped underground due to rising water
it could be many hcurs before it was possible to get out an-p.
several hours in soaking clothes could affect the hardiest of
us. Let suits are not infallible: Jithout excercise the body
temperature can quickly drop, — Arthur Spain
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DIESEL OIL IZCREASES L~G~LOS DIE P&.ER

A recent development in explosive techniaj~es has been to add
diesel oil to amrnoniu.m nitrate. It is useful as a low cost
and very efficient blasting agent for rccks. This and a
review of investigation into the mechanism of of the breaking
up of the rocks after detonation is contained i~ a recent issue
of Mining and Mine’?als Fngineering (in the library)

LE~JS E~OM SOUTH EBICA

Two fine publications outlining the latest developments in
South American caving have just been received from Sociedad
Venezolano de Espeleogia. They are both in Spanish

ElGuacharo (60 pp) takes its name f~m the longest cave in
Venezuela (69800 m long) contains a number of articles, some
quite old, on the growth of calcite formations and speleothems.
There is also a comprehensive review of caving publications
from all over the world.

Boletin (90 pp) gives details of the latest discoveries and
archaeological woric.

GETTI:TG ARMER

The cottage warden has sought approval to replace the present
central heating LJ~stem by one of similar design, Finding one
that old is provixg difficult — but we are trying.

EASTER TREAT

Don’t miss the August/Longwood cave—clear—up over the Laster
Bank holiday (March 27—30). Own dustpans and brushes please

COMIiITTEE

‘ SECRETARY Peter Mathews 1 55 Radcli ffe Uay iTortholt Middx
TREASURER Ron Saunders 21 Rushmoor Avenue Hazlemere, H.iycombe Ducks
MEET SEC Pete Munt Kelway Upper Dutts Brentford Middx
T/ITASTDR John Miriam Glenville hecler Lane ‘Jitley Surrey
c/LARDED Tony Buchan 80 Rectory Lane Long Bitt on Surrey
RLLLJtIDLL JO ~oU d 7 ~I! ~ i~ ~ctci cdx
EDITOR 3RI TR & PTE3LISIT 3R O~ fT~ - SLJT’12R
Brian Mee 91 Evelyn Drive Hatch Lnd Pinner Middx HA5 L~RD 01—L~28 1975



MZi~DIP C?NIt~G G~XJUP

The annual -general meeting of the flendip Caving Gro~ :dll be held. in

the Cottage, flordrach on flendip, at 330pm onsaturda:, 21st iiarch 1~70.

aG-~a~ I3A

1. ~o receive atolor:iep -for absence. -

2. - ic a:~prove the minutes of tile ~ 1-.lf—yearl~ ~enera1 meeting.

df±icor s zemorts --. - -

Li) beCret&-ry — L.~1athewS - - -

(ii) Treasurer — ~.Saunders - S

ciii) ron. auditors - - - - - -

(iv) fleet Secretary_ p. i~iunt --

(v) lacklemaster — J, ±~t~ - - - - -

- (~i) - Cottage wardQn~ T. Buch n - - - -

(vii) Editor — Bri n i~ee - - - - -

(viii) ~eàorder Jo xi .Godd. rd -

it coii~1c~er the follo’:in3 amendi2ientto the Constitution ~ules

6) ~uszo.dypTio:-:~s to read... Thnual rates; .Thll an~ :rohationa:eY
members over 1~i :-ears old — d~2 (200 hI) Under ~8 years old,
associate members, and member’s ~:ives (under .ule 3 (e) )— P~1 (100 u~)

5, Election of officers — the ahova committee was reelected unopposed.

6. Otzer jiusiness matters ~ronosec1 for drscusc-ion aill include
~) ~ot~a~e ~ec_ ~— ~oa ‘I - ~ ie 3cr~ ~nd ~ ‘ca ~i ~ ~ve~t6

ii) half—dearly heetingc I it- h-as been ~ro;~ose~ that this should he
bela cr1 ~~endip ails flOG in .LOilCOfl as u~rected at tne last meeting.

2-nd. harch 19?0 . ieter xiathews -

ecretary —




