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x SUBS UP PROPOSLL FOR AGH

' It is mooted that a proposal to increase IHCG subs in 1971 will
be put before the arnual mseting on iiarch. 24. The proposed
rise will be 10s for members over 18 to £2 and by 58 to &
for associates and members under 18. '

The meeting is p}anned to start at 3.30 pm at the cottage
et llordrach-on-iendip. (igenda appears on page six )

JOIT ACHITLATT UPGRADED

John tacMillan, of 31 Littlc Reeves s~venue, ~mersham, has
been appointed a full mem?=r,

AMERTCATS TUDE IH TO STALAGUITS CRG.I

Leland Sprinkle has an organ with o difference: I'e has harnessed
dozens of stalagmites in Luray Caves, Virginia to make a musical
instrument. He got the idea from seeing a guide strike a
formatinn and extract a humming noise from 1t.

He has spent hours tuning the stalagmites - fiiing them and using
a tuning fork to get the notes accurate. Hach formation is
then connected to an organ keyboard. then - the organist
presses a key a rubber hammer strikes the appropriate stalagmite
and a note is produced. It can be be played mamally or by a
device like a pianola.

GET YOUR DIITER TICKETS 0w

The annual dinner at the Star, iells, has been arranged for
March 21 (following the AGL)., . coach will operate from and
b:zck to the cottage.

Dinner tickets price 25s (125p) are available fm m all comrittiee
members.

There is & rumour of some free ale - donated by Robbie and Pam
Charnock, who peid a fleeting visit to the UK from the US.L
recently, but who did not have time for a Thursday evening
visit. They still haven't done any caving since their arrival
in the Stabtes ~ too cold in winter and too hot in sumner.
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ITSTERY TOUR

Roger Wwallinzton has booked a crossing to the Continent for
the end of July for the Group expeditien. The Final destination
is still uncertain, but it is hoped to take in southern Polary
-~ with or without business visas. K
WELSH MEBTING '
The southern general meeting of CRG is to be held at Zbercrave
wellfare Centre, Swansea Valley at 5 pm on June 27. Discussion
subjects still to be announced.

LiBT CHALICE TO SIE AUSTRIL SLIDES

ITf you still have not seen the .Justrian expeditien 1970 slides
there will be a chance on londay April 6 at Pete iathews's
house. ..rive early and you can armahair your way under York- .
shire as well. llames to Pete, please.

HIGHER PRICE SURVEYS

To meet the higher costs of printing, the !.endip Survey Scheme
has increased its prices. Revised prices appear on the notice
board at the cottage and at the Royal Oak. Details from Joan
Goddard.

_SALVE 077 PO.ER COSTS

- fv switch has been fitted to the water heater circuit at the
cottage. Please switch-off the power when there will be

no demand for hot water, ie at night or when everyone goes
out.

BEST BUYS .

Geology + colourful chart illustrating the chief divisions .
of' geological time, evolution of nlant and animal 1life, climate
and types of rocks deposited as well as the thickness and age
of different rocks is available from Joan Goddard in exchangs
for a donation to the 1pf.

Survey 4 survey of Smeltmill Deck Cave, Brough nestmoriand, is
available from loX¥ywarps SG, S.D. Fodgson, Greenlawns, Grammar
Scheol Lane, iforthallerton, Yorks, price 6s 0d. inc PPe

WallTS

Librarian Joan Goddard will always welcomé .  donations of
binding tape etc for the library, cdoured card suitable for
covers, loose leaf files or Folders and all sorts of box files.

Creen shield stamps are always in Gemand for the cottage (they hold
it up). To committee manbers, please.




MCG IS March 1970 page three

HEIDIP I8 FOR LOVIG .oD CIPRISHILG

LHLY0CE can drive to Somerset of a weekend and with
the aid of a BDI crawl about muddy holes in the
ground.

BUT there is more to being a mewber of the LCE -

or any caving club - than that. The difference
between a crawler-about—-of-yuddy-holes and caver

is that caver knows all that there is to be known
about iiendip, its history and its present-day

life ~ now in some danger of being eroded away

by Bristol commuters and hordes of weekend tourists.

HOE’many members know where Romulus and Remus are,
who put them there and why, “here Pride Ivans lived
or for that matter what 'BDI' means ?

THESE thoughts are prompted by a rg-reading of the
new wessex biography of H.E&. Dalch (you must at least
have heard of him J{ and a vision of lots of new
members who are either under-round, in the Iunters

or on there way back to London at 70 mph.

GL.TL: caver stop, wander and wonder once in a
while,
Ogofwr Ddu

+ In the HCG library

SOUTH WiLES MEET U.DIR C.. V.5

The sheep from the goats are to be sorted at the South iales
meet on llarch7-8 planned to do Dan-yr-Ogof and OID. The meet
will be in TEITS. BUCC regret the cottage is fully booked.
Goats give their names to Pete iHunt, please.

LOMG "~ TETHER
Tacklemaster John Ifiriam obtained committee agreement to make

200 feet of tether at a cost of about £48. 4100ft of new ladder
will be available before liaster and the rest soon afterwards.

I PORIIOCIVIC BOOK
There is no truth in the rumour that the new manual of caving

techniques is sub-titled CAVER SUTRA

MATRESSES SOUGET

Hew single mattresses are sought for the cottage. The exisazting
ones would benefit from shaking and turning after use.
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Caving
CCARS AT TiE TOF MR QUAUERS  ©LION . by Joan Goddard

Joan C(gddard, John Miriam, Tony Xnibbs &nd Ray Mansfield with :
some Shepten members planned a guick trip to Longwood/:ugusts
Their enthusiasm was dampened on arrival at tHe road to Lower:
Farm by the sight of enormcus numbers of cars parked on the
verges. 4Lt the cavega parfy was emerging and we waited half-
an-hour for them to complete ‘the procegs. Once an our way
dewn through a very wet 'showerbath' we waited for yet another
party to pass. The Shepton members went to isugust, John went
to see the Longwood main chamber and Joan kept nice and dry at
the top of the pitch. e joined the gqueue toc leave the cave -
and it took an hour to reach the surface.

lioral: Don't zo down Longwood when there are lets of cars on
the surface unless you want zhr cav1ng to. 1—h°s gueueing.

NMILTIVG POT : LOOX WWH..T YOU MISSZD

Take a Spanish senorita, a Swiss frauiein an JTinglish miss,
a Scotsman and four »nglishman and You have the contents
of Goatchurch cavern one recent weckend duringa trip in
which Ron Saunders part101p¢ted. Other than the fact that
the mixture separated on return to the surface he doesn't
sey who they were, and who are we to ask (except we obviously
‘missed something.

Letter %o the Editor

WIILT PRIC. SURVIVLL 2

The recent article in The Speleologist may have prompted you B
to ask 'Could a case of exposure happen on a trip in which I

am involved ?". I feel that more of us ought to think about v
this - especially when taking parties of comparative begiuners.

1 feel that it would not be too much to ask the club to make
avallable two tm three suvival bags at 32s 64 each available
to any member to take on trips - folded and packed they taire
w» very little room.

Anyone who was to suffer exposure on the wronﬁ side of = sump
would talke a wvery long time to ~et warm unless - dry clothes
were to be taken by the party.

If you were to be trapped undergrournd due to rising water
it could be many hcurs before it was possible to get out an”™
several hours in soaking clothes could affect the hardiest of
us., et suits are not infallible: ‘ithout excercise the body
temperature can quickly drop. | ~ 4Lrthur Spain -
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DIESEL OIL I'CRE.LSES EXPLOSIVE PO.ER

L recent development in explosive technig.ues has been to add
diesel oil to ammonium nitrate. It is useful as a low cost
and very efficient blasting agent for rocks. This and a
review of investigation into the mechanism of of the breaking
up of the rocks after detonation is contained iz a recent issue
of Mining and iiinevals I¥nginesering (in the library)

iEWS FROM SOQUTH . ERICA

Two fine publications outlining txhe latest developments in
South .merican caving have just been recelved from Scciedad
Venegzolane de lispelecgia. They are both in Spanish H

&1l Guacharo (60 pp) takes its name from the longest-cave in
Venezuela (6,800 m long) contains a number of. artlﬂles, s ome
guite o0ld; on the growth of ua1c1te formations and speleothems.
"There is™ also a comprehensive review of caving publications

from all over the world.

Boletin (90 pp) gives details of the latest discoveries and
archaeological worlk.
CTGETTIG LARMER

The cottage warden has sought aprroval to replace the present
central heating :irfstem by one of similar design. Finding one
that old is proving difficult - but we are trying.

BLSTER TREAT

Don't miss the Jugust/Tongwood cave-clsar-up over the laster
Bank holiday (iarch 27~30§ Own dustpans and brushes please

COMLITTTEER

SECRETARY Peter llathews 155 Radeliffe Way ilertholt Middx

TRIZASBURBR Ron Saunders 241 Rushmoor .wenue liazlemere, II.7..ycombe Suclks
HMEET SEC  Pete Munt Kelway Upper Dutts Brentford iidax

T/TASTER  John Hiriam Glenville “hecler Lane Witley Surrey

C/L.4RDE:;  Tony Buchan 80 Rectory Lane Long Ditton Surrey

nECSHDES Jo 1 Godr vd 7oL on 01 o Eoaworth . ddx

EDITOR FRIVTER & PUSLISHER OF #I5% "1, . SLuTTER

Brian llee 91 Livelyn Drive Xatch .nd Plnler Middx E.5 LRIT 04-L28 1975






