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SLOW PROGRESS ON LAND SEAECH LI¥XELY
TO BE AGM ISSUE
SLOW progress being made on the search for land or for a building

suitable for a new field headquarters is likely to be critidsed at the
1871 AGM. Two properties have been viewed but the numbsr on the

- The 1871 anpual general meeting of the
Mendip Caving Group is to be held at
the ccttage, MNordrach-on-Mendip on
Saturday, March 27. at 4 pm.

The anuual dinner will follow at the
Bath Arms, Cheddar, at 8 pm. Tickets
are avaiiable from committee membeors
price £1.3C. A ceoach will vun from the
cottage at a small additional chargs.

market in our price range - even assuming that we receive a
substantial grant - is strictly limited and they are snapped-up
quickly by buyers with cash in their hot sticky hands. The
solutions would sopear {o be an intensification of the ssarch
fer property by all members and rapid deep-digging into
pockets in suppert of the land fund,

DOZEN PLAN . TO VISIT JUGOSLAVIA

SOME TWELVE members are planring to go tc Jugoslavia this
year for either three weeks from August 27, or two weeks frora
September 3 until September 19.

TRIP MEETING ARRANGED

Everyone interested in going is asked to aiten? the
Royal Oak on Thursday Maxrch 25 to discuss arraingercenis

BUNT ERS BANNED

Ouly thin men are being selected for a special rescue team
being formed by the Upper Wharfedale Feil Rescu=s Assn -
they are expected to be called out for rescues 1n especially
tight places.
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Group news_
NEW MEMBERS

THO new full members were elected at the January commitiee
meeting, Helen and Roger Saunders. Four probationary members
were also accepted : Leonard Eley, Wayne Hiscock, John Pudduck
and David Stanford.

CHIMNEY AWAITED

A new stove has been bought for the cottage but a chimney
is still to be purchased. The rescue drag sheet damaged during
the last practice has been repaired by Bill Jones

19371 MEETS

A MEET programme is published with this newsletter, On Maprch
40 =ix members plan to travel to Wales and the following meet is -
in Yorkshire at Easter, John MacMillan will arrange Mendip meets .

on request. '

¥

LOSERS OF TACKLE TO PAY

'THE committee, concerned at recent reports of tackle being 'lost!
on trips have authorised the tacklemaster to make charges as
foilows: Tethers 50p each, ladders, £5 per 20 feet. The payment
is due from the individual borrowing the equipment but he may
reasonably be expected to collect shares from members of the

party.

JOURNAL PICTURES SOUGHT

THE Editor of the journal nearing publication seeks black and
white photographs of relevant subjects., Please dis cuss with
Pedro before having prints specially made, ;

—-

COVENANTORS DALLYING

People who have indicated that they may wish to subscribe by -
means of a seven year covenant and thereby enable the MCG to

benefit from iheir income tax contributions have been slow in

returning theor forms. Please send them to Ron Saunders or

Pete Mathews, '

CARBIDE LAMPS FORSALE

Tacklemaster John Miriam will shortly have carbide lamps for sale,
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;—I_Q_me news

DEATH IN SOUTH WALES CAVE
40-YEAR-COLD TRAPPED IN SWILDONS

IN February a student was reported to have taken a wrong turning

while diving in Porth-yr-Ogof. His aqualurg had apparently run out
of air and he died underground. Rescuers from the SWRO and MRO
were called out to find him. The student was narned as 25 year-old
Paul Esser, of Farnham in Surrey.

MRO were called out to resuce a 40-year-old teacher who
became wedged in Swildon's Hole while taking a party of school-
chiidren underground. Dudley Soffe, 4%, of Midsomer Norton
was fed with glucose. - ° Pneumatic drills were reguired to break-up
rock around him. MCG member Fred Davies fook pairt in the rescue
and for the benefit of autograph hunters was also secen on TV.

ALFIE IN PRINT

The compiete set of 'speleodes' by Alfie Collins is now available
for the first time at the specially reduced price of 55p (usually
60D)

Aifie is also considering producing an LP record of his
‘songs - but io special order only. Books and orders for record to
Peie Mathews.

MISSED SPELEXPERT

Only two MCG members visited Chelsea SS non March 2 o
hear Dr Alfred BOgli discussing the 111 km Holiock in Swiizerland.
Amazing that such an eminent spelenlogist shouid attraci so few on
such a rare visit to London - lucky we didn't asgi hits @

MENDIP CAVES LTD FORMED

TONY KNIEBS has been appointed one of the first directers of CECC Litd,
a company formsd with a nominal capital of £200 to buy-up cave entrances,
Shares are expected to be sold to clubs at the rate of one for every 50
members and six directors will be re-elacted annually.

STOKE LANE COULD BE SHOW CAVE

THE owners of Stoke I.ane plan to sink a shaft to investigate ‘the
possibility of turning the cave inio a ghow cave.
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DOES ACCESS TO CHARTERHOUSE CAVES
CCGET TOO MUCH

FLEVEN clubs, including the MCG, form the Charterhquse
Caving Committee, responsible for the administration of caves
e BWW lawd including Longwcod/August, GB and others. This
vonre's anpual gubvention just requested is £5, which helps to
pay for a CCC insurance policy and also the cost of administer=
ing the access arrangements. But ig this levy too much ?

hat there must be an organisation run by cavers is
not disputed - it is the only means by which the landowners
vermit cpve access. But iz toc much of the money coming
from the permanent members ¢f the commitiee. and too little
irom the many associate clubs znd .individuals who cause most

cf ithe administration and need for insuarance.

The MCG!'s represeniative on the committee is being
Fued 1o mvesu ate the matter Cwith CCC secretary Tony Knibbg.
retary Tony

0

BACK DOOR ACCESS TO ROX HILL MINES

Twe entrances to Box Hill Mives are to be kept open - the
Each IToor and West Gate enirancss - and no key will be

necdsa,

NI% SURVEYS COMPLETED

T dendip Survey Scheme has published two new SUrTays -
SPhutler Cave, really new, and $t Cuibbert's, amended to take
eccount of all recent discoveries

Crersacns news

I ST U FNE LA g

TRILAN YIND

_;\l., .

i :
Digcoveries are still being made in Tantalho le, Hzgenbiryge,
Austria and the fofal le lgm recorded to date is over 1%im.

S S ARMpHAIR CAVERS

i nenaii eonizrences are plannad for this vear, Feom
FE! i 2 Sae rnrernationnl (“eogranh'icn‘ So0ic j:,r is 1olding

a waonlondd eoninrance n Hungary with viaits o Miskele and
Aggralain, The IUS meet Ia Athons from September 1 io 5 to
to Maueedonia Creie and other islands,

WANTED Twelve fcet of 4in diameter unglazed cast iron

Fev rLpe Inr new coutage boiler chimney. See a commiticemember
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NEW DERBY CAVES FOUND BY QUARRYING
- AND WILL DISAPPEAR THE SAME WAY

WIMPEY quarry staff workmg in Darlton Quarry in the Peak
discovered a new and well decorated cave come 100 feet.or
more long, But quarrying is to continue and. the .cave will
dissppear as quickly as it was found. :

 FEW CAVERS ATTRACTED TO DEVON RESLARCH
CENTRE

ONLY one small party out of 267 visitors to the Fengelly Csve
" Studies Centre at Buckfasileigh in Devon wers cavers during
the last nine months of 1870, the remainder were archasologists,
geologists and palaeontologists, In 1870 the Nature Caonsarvency
held a Conservation Year Project at the cenire and 2,000 visfiors
saw Upper Kiln Quarry.

‘CAVE FAUNA SPEAKS NEW LANGUAGE

Ex-MCG member Chris Reynolds has keing using favna records
collected by CRG in writing a new computer lenzusge CODITY.,
‘He claims that the language much simulifies corapuier p*fogeﬂmme
“wri ting and cah be used for D-i-Y methods.

SKULLS FOUND NEAR MONASTERY

Bones, human and animal, have been found on'a new archa ezlogical
site opened on Caldy Island 5ff Pembrokeshire. Pergelly newelelior
no 15 in the MCG library lists further deiails,

"GREAT FLOOD ON RECORD

. '"The Great Storms and Floods nf 1958' have been wrilten.up
by Jin Hanwell and M Newsom in Wessex CO occas vicmal punriceiion
series 1 number 2 Conizs a-fc.u.able from Tim Reynulds, Yew
Court, Pangbourne, "Berks, price 82%p inel pp.

CALCIUM CARBONATE AN WATER IN GB CAVERN

The aggressiveness of CaCG_ “to wator is examined in Transactions
of CRG Vol 12 no 4 Dec 1979. The survey was carried out in GB.

!




POETS CORNER FOR EASTER

The Son of Man on Mend1p (DMC

The Son of Man on- Mendlp
' He walked anwong the fern,

1930)

4 As summer passed to Autumn

Against the:blackness of the down

Iie saw the heather burn. -
The Son of Mar . from Mendip _'
‘Gazed down the glistening tide
Peyoend the oflnfcled 1.;Iands

Wiere the zrey lagoons’.spread

wide,

For Joseph was a tin man
Wﬂo sailad the western sea,
And Lroug"-' bhis yourng
feress to Wggarley .
Vf'ia-';'ro, mid gelden orchards‘
Whose scent the rilence thrilis
Thz lamb of -God in beauty trcm
C-o‘. Avalomoa hﬂ‘s.

The Sorn of Man on Mendlp

He gave the folk no sign . '

B t talked and walked with such
as worked,

Tha ]oad and calamine, .

o knew the old Nine Barrows,

The swallets and the droves,

Az well as, on far southern
slopes,

2% k"-csw the orar-ge groves.

Feom the Somerset Year Bock,
¥or those who cave, Josenh

wMe i Ea Al LI "
e werntad his hlaelthapn

v wiocmed on . Chy

And from e sare

companion :

source,

He marked the changmg days,

- Thp ‘Blood red w1cscen berrleo

In 'F‘bbor Gorge ablaze,

" The ciocus ‘in the meadows

The gold upon” the whest;

AAnd the snow white ‘bog. cotion

Bent to tho._,e gentle feet.

t

Th,e son of Man on _Mendip.
CHe breatbPJ the common air,
And -so-folk 1 »'-\11 {by word of
o mouth)
. He played At Prlddy fair,
CEer Joseph was. a tin man

Who deait in dyes and ores
Trading fror torrid Nazareth
T oomerset’s green shores.

Now on an’ Eastor mormng
Wwen clouds be rolled away,

And unbmc Masbury ‘Beacon,
The young sun brings the day.
They that he simple. heartﬂd

Tihgt n0+h1ng ill ‘have done

A wondrous sign may witness -

lnal

Ioe Lamb against the sun, -

1930 eyﬂ"acted by -joan :Goddard,

wWas . p:r'obk.hhr St u(“"P‘j" of Aramathea
staff cn Glag
ris ams Eve and on evpry qubsequent Chmstmaq

ton To and -1t was' reported

by Jo‘};-nson Little .. . '

A cow on a cliff aver Cheodav

In baste to get home o)z a

T the dear litiie ftown

header

fmal L, . |
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Three tieetemy . the MCG attrmna~d tha T sicester University/CRG
sympouwinyg on how coves axe formnod. The dischnesions are to be
printed in CRG trunsactions. Here is & brief summary 3

T.D, FORD discussed the significance of variations in the
foxrmation of the rock on eventual cave formation and

new relationships which are being established between

the density of joints and the lithology of the surrounding

lirne stone,

Studies of the factors that contro}l topography, and other
geololisal phenomena will eventuall ¥ enable predictions of
cave sitnation to be made from the surface, according to:

A, C. WALTHAM

Waters smixing enable additional CaCOg to be dissolved explaining
the disselwipg of limestone even when flowing water is a saturated
solution, This explanation by Dr ALFRED BOGLI is an important
advance in the analysis of cave formation,

D.INGLE SMTH attempted to reconcile the cavers view of ea ve
formation ~ phreatic and vadose origins ~ and those of hydrologista:
the water table concept and water mavement resiricted by

diAreyls law,

Experiments in analysing water found in caves were described by
L.G. BRAY, DC Ford looked at geologic al structural effects on,
cave development and Malcolm Newsom looked at speed of water

as an abrasional cave formatior. method by reference to the 1568
floods. GORDON WARWICK discussed caves in the Ice Age and

subsequent effects,

CAVE SLIDES have been made by Diana Wyllie Ltd 3 Park Rd NW1
on: Limestone landforms, Cave formations, and caving techniquesg,

 MCG COMMITTEE

SECRETARY Peter Mathews,

R e

155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Middx.

MEET S8EC John Macmillan, 31 Litile Reeves Lane, Amersham
T/MASTER John Miriam, ¢/o Phil Ingold 328 Carp Rd Northolt Middx
RECORDER Joan Goddard, 24 Swan Close, Hanworth, Middx *

C/WARDEN Tony Buchan, 80 Rectory Lane, Long Ditton, Sy

TREASURER Ron Saunders, 21 Rushmoorp Avenue, Hazlemere Bucks 5!

- EDITOR, PRINTER & PUBLISHER OF THE NEWSLETTER o ’ |

Brian Mee, 91 Evelyn Drive Hatch End, Pinner, Middx, who also

deals with internal circulation.

1

i

“External distribution by Joan Goddax'd;-






