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Z~!t3; Rfl:T~ RD EXTRAORDIffiAJ{Y DISCOVERY FOR MENDIP

~t-ter Tathews

~e elopments at Rhino Rift have shown at to be oi’ r

e:di.’~.x:’52~ary discoveries on Mendip. On the style of one t. ~

~X~c HL~ssics’, the pot consists of a single drop devex.tosd1:~
r ..sLerr i known rift. Although vertical, it can be ragg~i :‘ ..‘~

‘~ of lOOft, 45 ft and 75ft. Each section is connec c~
crc~~:~.:rewn. ledgqs. With the entranc~ shaft, the total ~.epth i~ cii’
~t~sr~ru~f3oOf;t. .::.v : .~:

A. rtream enters at the bottom of the pot and dist~pear 9

~artly—blockedcra’ak1 This is riowbeing dug by ?asL MeyY5~t~f ~~c;
~~ct,;~;” the considerable dangers the Charterhouse Caty:, Conittco~

area the cave lies, has bannedz bther h1k’~’: fr&ta vt~tn~’<
~ -.;Z:o Rift for at least six months. -

i~2~Y~G~ •~?~ -~ ~

tvas elected to join the committee as Cottage ~
~ Buchan. The ACM spent some time dasco+erise c~. cr’~

Dr Lions of the previous gemeral meeting were t~ ] ~
P~ :.~“aterialisiug’. The secretary attributed the~-: ~sTh~r:4 to
a ~ 3tc-ike.

~u chase fund topped £500 for the first hum ‘ ‘em~ w
rFm.t:~L~j. ~a ii~ £147 in the general fund. The increase i’2•~u’,j—~pL:cjn~

h year is all to be added to thejfldpurnc:. ~rn

C1iZ~ ≤OL’•;~YCLIsTD~s

~‘ aends of Bruce Bennett will know by now tlr us ‘L.ed --

-- accident on the way to work on April 7. Br~ ~ “~ ‘~crr

r~ I ‘~.u’t of caving and was a member of last year’s ‘Si Du~ t~’ ~

G0 ~cU~a~ He celebnte~ his 21st hirthdayaonly. a few wen½ Dr9~iDWji~:

D~4N. ‘~r O(-CP REPOENS

~uw available again to Dany yr Ogof, but Tunnel C~r<’ Soi.~~d’
- .~, ,s s~j.fl closed. The club’s three auth~ised leace~ ire

GZE3.: Sm±t1i~: Tony Knflbs,. and ~Brian Hi]isiian. .

C’vvürs ±j: Wales are asked to use carbide lamps only as a
or LYG.hTflJG and then to remove all spent carbide.
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World ne*~ round-up

I.Efl~ER FROM POW~D by JanSsie Maclion

~WE Zakopane elvb is very active at t~4s time of the year and visits the
mountains every weekend. Durin€ the autumn evenings we held coursqs for
newcomers to caving, teaching them the elements of tackle and geolo~r etc.

Unfortunately we have had a very uii].d wimter and our visits to JimneJ
and Miettusaci were not completed because the caves were flooded, We
are arranging a descent of our deepest cave, Snj.egnaj, but this will take
a long time. To start with, two weekends Will be occupied digging the snow
away from the entrance and preparing the upper pitches.

Dur~ng August and September, some of our members are holding a camp in
thç mountains and. I hope that some of your members will be able to jo4n
thçm - I would riot like to think that your recant visit to the Tatras
was to be youx’ only one, Regards to all who came and have they any photoe
I could have, please ?

Poz6rawiam C4ne WtoS~th KpZe~ot’b~rm3sj.~ez,êo~znue_

t,00Q snmns ~tutm m ~or~i~

AN ANc~NT f3i*t m$.ring oez*~in ~qvUt east ?2~,4a%Krzeminr4cj
Opatolukie (near ostz.m~c) is being deu~Js4e4 as a aiwam oC
neo3.oitthia industry,

Inest*gaticrs over the past 25 yeers . hav~e brougl2 to 1ig14 more, than
I p00 shafts aid a x~twork of underground workings it. eiga~.ato~ and hops
utensils have been found.

Work probably took place over some 300 years up to totw q~ five
thousand years ago • Flint tools were probably exported to. Pnnp an4
other parts of Europe.

CORNISH MThRS: NEW LThE COMES TO SOME, OThERS ARE MUSEUMS

A ~OOW i-a tin ein~ is soon to be reopened in CornwaU,~ P~Mang~
south of Camborne, is expected to have a stavting output o
tons of ore a year. South of’ .Truro, Wheal Jane wl,l1 sean be proa~~~~g
tons of ore a clay. Two other mines — South Crotty, near Pendaryeq,
Geevor near Inrdsend - are a1z~ady prtducing between them over 20,043
tons a year.

4nother mire, Wheal Proapez’ near Helstón, is to become ~ museljm pjefl
if the Nati c” . Prv~st can rai.as to repair the anging ho145~ aI~W
chimney. W.h~.. ej~er was th~ tint p1~e in. B.r1ta4~ wher’~ liigfpr~
steam (IfOIbs, .2.) was applied to. a steam engine. Steam by ¶fravit1il~3c1
engine by Wat~.
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FIND A HOLE AND START DIGGING

An ~: ~ :~‘~

Tee thacqvery last year of Shattçr. Cave and recent openng -

•-o ~ J may r~m~rd members of tht MCG t~’nt 1~ e’—~ ri a
dc.:~ng ~t~:h towards the enlarging of Mend3p~ ~ ri~?)e’tJ2,.

r I
t”~ diggers looking at every he ‘p i~h~’ “~‘ ~r_s’

a ‘c ~j a” r b~epze, where are the res~ s ci — ‘3~ L” —

St~ .cy’ ..tf ‘~i; ‘4p in>The limiter’s, the r, ~ g ~ -

F5 te EzttLit’a ‘~ :.

Our. r.ept’t~t.Lon ~eeIos±o ~ ..fcunded- on Ubl~v~ Pot,: Ctu.i tt~sN .~

Crawl. scene spc•rathe thçg4ng in Blacktnocj’ and the ex!c~.-Lcf~ot
the res’rcic Mvndi~per~

ID e~ ng ic t’ co~it’nie there mzust be new finds ar~ r~s Or’yThrLL

~ ~ C tL F’occ +L~1at they find themseltes

‘I: ~ I h’~ard’ of the Fire Engine there isn’t much hc PD r

-“ - Th~E OFF YOUR HELMET IN TJJE Cjvv’

•~~• 7t rer~’vt of the Menthp Rescue Oz gamc.’t...,~,-I n ,

- ic’ ‘cathng. The schoolmaste1 ~i’c c’ -

::,:~~n Cia to say he was takinga party ü~der~’;:c~.:~Y ~c
p~ n

I ~i’P aco torth, no boots and rio !~sNj .~ ~

the b~o rr~emoçable inc~dents~in.• w4Ukno a~d Lcrt~c~~

ci’ ~ from Keynsham took off ‘-c— rLrloc it.
C - :& and was h~t by a cL vrre ‘n c

wn by someone ‘;~ r- pi ~

_.tder NOT TO~ ~‘r’t ;~-n,, ~-c

1 - ‘. THERS ATT~ ~ I ~ f~Th’ r~ :. :~
0’ ~‘- ~u the hbra~p

~ye J.~dsn’i, who some meirbers o” tee chO rnPv r n’
VvaS rece- ‘y t:apped beznnd a rock fal~ In Dan yi (j~of he ~‘s

r -~qc e h~-nsel± and was only shocked and cold

• ‘-> ‘IJ\VE YOU BEENJ UNDERGROUND 9

3w tor corned that cayers who cave should ]ei )- ~ ,~

-c f’r ‘he 1971 caving log Contnbv’—q rm ~n2 ,~
-~ I ~nce, onginal reports will be passed on.
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REVEREND CAVER...,

TWO speleological classics have recently been reprinted. In ‘A tour
to the caves’, the reverend John Hutton describes some of the York
8hire caves he visited in the eighteenth century. (first published
1781, 8j” x SI”, 100 pp, price £1. 50 .

E. A. Baker’s book of his visits to many caves in the 1020’s
makes hair-raising reading even today. He visited both Swildons
and the Mendips as well as some of the Yorkshire classic systems.
(‘Caving, episodes of underground exploration’, 1932, ZS2pp + 56pp
of pictures, ~riee £3. 15.)

Firm orders placed through Pete Mathews may secure a substat tial
discount. -PPM

Trans-Craven and Lt Cuthberts.

Bradford PC Bulletin vd15 no 8 spring 71 contains .a.theory postulated by
DC Broolç that in years to come it may be. possible to travel
underground from Ban~ .indale to Littondale. He doesn’t say how
much the fare will be~ Also articles on limestone mines at Dudley
Woros and Earl Pot. Journal of London~ University CC noll
spring 71 discusses St Cuthberts ?~ Lost Johns, Gaping Gill Ann
series and the Chelsea and King’s Coilege Irish expe dition to
SIt go, Fermanagh, Cavan and teitrim.

Group news
ELEVATED. Tony Ingold, Malcolm Cotter -and Tony FitzEibbon
have been granted aaso.oiate members~hi~

RQLL UP.. Sales of surveys will in future be handled by Helen
Saunders. Customers from outside the group should be referre4 to her..

RUDE POEM. A very rude poem acquired from Yorkshire is wvaiiabje
from Pete Mathews. Applications in person should be made at the back
door of his flat. %~ar. an old belted raincoat to qualify. Ask him
to take you. downstairs and he may have more porn on offer.

SPRING CLEAN HUNT. The half yearly meeting will be held on
October 16 at the cottage at 5pm. It will stsi’t at this time to follow
the annual spring clean of L.ongwoodfAugust. Treasure is to be
distributed around the cave as an incentive to hurt for rubbish.

A communal barrel and/of irish stew will be available to save the
struggle to the pub afterwards. . .

MEETS PLANNED The next two meets are on June 12 to south
Wales (SWCC) and In July to Gingling hole. Details from John MacMillan.
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Yorkshire trip reEorts
HILL ThN JUST LOST TO HARDRcWICrTPOT

By Helen Saunders -

IT was a rather, cold, dull morning and fifteen of us were disputing
between cavrag and visitIng the Hill Inn. Inevitably the Hill Inn
won, but at aboub 2.~O (yes, closing ti~ne) the keener cavers heaued
across the fields bo Ha~~kin Pob, Ghape~le—da1e — tho others
caaght up later0

The entance was a fifteen—foot drop down which the stream flow~cJ.
It was essy cl i-o’ ig end we followea. U~ stream alonjt~&’~fn’~—
pass~ge to the firt P’3ft patch, ~ had to craw] in
water for ~50ft3 comtersa&d for by tre ranier s.Jper cora. lice
dormations on t’e v’~JL~ P~y2ng to azJae the au”earn on t:e wev out
Ro€er and I foi 3 a hea LLfuLly clear :i’o~ ,orta~.r~ng crjst&s.~

The 83fr pitci’ ~ ~s ve—y ~‘.et~ Coli fll,Utj..~ I ‘i~~2 flowed o~’a:g3 t
on to the ip&ne ‘~ it z?e bobtom 4a~ i’ve’y lerge o’iar~bec witch l~d
to the 36ft pzt ~ ~e did’: t fled t1—e a~ridl~ne recomnerded ir plc

The foot cf t~e 36ft is the cot- corn of t~e c~’—e ~atzi a sunu cn ons
side and a &-2d---e’:d tne otncr. Cur ~‘r val at the surfac~ was
recorded on f’4n by B:yan Pattman - flat trip would be oompl~te
without such a welcome 9

SHOULD THERE BE A CM’IAL STJTRA AND HOW MANY POSITIflNS ARE POSSIBLE 9

By Roger Wellington

Rudely awoken by some Northern twit, eight unlikely-looking bods
rose to crs’Jlerge Psnyghent Pot. The succoss 6f tne trap was iv-ie~’i -

placed ri da~ge~ b~ ou_’ Swiss cbef prociu~ing +wo ~a1lons oF pox
ama conn”nal ~en ‘~a s ro4e Icaoughb thUS rc~J [ears as 12 D.~t~
Bears, b~t S aftoiwi~os rpt~scte2 at coi2xt lava bce’: bea’~-’ ),

AnJwav, necr t”tn~ vs 1flosv we ~ere standinz o’i ~-~ci~ t~ pn~ oTh a
we set oef ~L ~e~erci2ag mobile irJnprn~J-~rJ, Lr;nLn_r~wrn ~
ladders, ic, - .3m of be~.ays~ 1 I ~er ~

all — c Lc ‘st’ ~r Y~tzccm t) cuD pupt ~oi Ci F” -,

tbese an ~ ‘D’° C-—L~ 1,-~,
The fr ~ua.. r’,r ~h decepb ~TnD,y eaej to te”ou CLO 13

and on-a ji4C 0 O’~ ccir-iti--, VJcitjcps ~o ‘jan Ce boci- fey Jabc’
someoro s’ OLId. pu 9i?~1 3 C~nJ S’J-:a ~ Convc~ae ‘41y jo~ned to tie

~-

there is 650 ft -of fI3t—out :craw]- leading directly to the l5ft pit~.t~
which ends in a pool and you rernembe~ what it- is like~: to be upright~,

Between the first two--pitches we sti~mbled along second stretch
passage which is too high to crawl and ton levi to walk and leads by
way of a vD” eeCp 100 to aroblie’ 1~L ~ o~-ch~ Qincy following U
are, the t’r -n-a- 1 p t..i m, both ifl siro nfl Tl’e ttnrd pv~ 1’ e~
GOft is l~’e ~ suair~ass — the ]sdderq i-an-sc anaanct a smooL WaLL

and on to a smooth platform from where the fourtFVCON~ ON I~XT FAc1.2
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A CAW~L STrn{A? from previoUS ~

pitch o~ 7Oft 4esceM3 to a more jagged portion of the rift whiGh
opens into a very ‘arge section about ~Qft jown.

Penyghent is divided into three main parts: the low, tight
passa€eS down to the main pitches, then a long r.ft section which
~ontaifl5 a succession of small pitches 25 to 4Oft deep and finaiJ)7
the old master cave ‘eading to the sump. Apart from the two main
pitches the time taken for the trip is really determilled by the
midd]~e seøtiOfl as it contains most of the pitches. LifelineS are
needed on some, but others can be safely achieved without and some
can be free_OUmb~ without diffiO~~~Y

At the eleventh pitch a stream tumbles down a chute completelY
fining the chamber below with spraY. The innocent speleo -

there such a thing ? — aescends the last ~jt0h,Niagafl~f~)i~ with
~hought5 of glory, but he is severely &ampened by two water spouts
ten feet down which appeal’ from either side in a charmiI~t fanshaP°t
completely 0~~~terati.ng the view of the )add.er beneath.

The lively stream passage from the bottom of the Niagafl has a
rather treacher0l~ fluting floor with some ppols aescribed as ‘deep’

The terminal sum!) is ~jsa~oitit~~ as the passagO finisheS abruptlY
(and concirmed?

Sn a rift at right angles filled with very deep water. So far
we had taiwn 5~hourS to get s3x people to U~ sump, two of the party
having turned back earlier.

We attempted to make a hasty ascent with one person already using
carbide and another with a d.odgy Nile cell. The main barrier on the
way out was the 7Oft pitch - not difficult but a pspologioal
barrier, which, when past had nothing but quickly traverSa~ sectiOflS
between it and. the entranc€.

At the canal three of us were on carbide and this ~naergouM
acoustic tube rang to the words of the penygheflt Song (been down
this pothole much too long

We were out at 11pm, but in tine to stock up at the Crown in Horton
saving left a huge mountain . f tackle at pitch 3 for collection by a
party we hoped (and prayed) would. be followifl€ us the day after.

it occurs to me that if we had. to pay the new rates for tackle left
or lost, the bill would have been ~11O or thereaboutS, proving the
well-and oft_eXpomted- theory that it’ s cheaper to stay on the surfaci,

Advertiser’ s announcem~1t

SURVEYS OP ALL MENDiP CAVES

and. some others are

~QW avai1al~l troD lie len Saunde~’8

TKZ EDITOR ~GBE% THA.T ThTh. :‘~ ~q~j~1~I4WJi PROBLEMS SOME PAGES 0? THIS

___ ____ IT IS A D&Th! MAIL PLOT It GAIN RFJkDFIRS WE B3LI~



MC& I~EWS 89

MENDfl~. A:BIBHOPRIC.. 01’ LQUTSTANDflcQ. BEAUfl.• .

i~ tO be an ejthibitton i].iustratk~g. all aspects of the.
t~’gitn~ 1; rLJl De ~ ~-t 4hn ‘~no~~ 2~1s’a Wous ~irg

¶ teu~rr~ VL~ 1 ‘C i’: Leo rt t’id ro J~cnd: Soo1c f as pc. ro~ end.

- . —

rL±,~ ~.t n”~ ~.aon w’il] ri~ri~ ~‘ -~ e.dop-t~on of’ Merc~- vs an a”na cf’
o;itstari~in~ n~tura:L ~ Des~!atjofl by ths no~iu~rv Cowmj&:~cn
n’~kc0 tIe et-~ no a Ji~fIeQ1 t 1r e~;~Iop — ~o c ‘c ~c ‘nrg ib for
as e~r-1c-’-~: ‘çtle ‘ftt~~ ties c’f cottage “sarch_xg.

A or . .

OF J~ ro V V’e ~7’i Lc lc Donc ni~ Drce fe~t i~ as to be he]d ni tne
citv~ . . .

E1H15:rVTAA-D [o1iN~im~s c,~i~s

r-~ c~r ~cr~hs:’o neeti_,~ Qtt Jure 19/29 at e~ii?e Mcnor.. Dent ~Tor1cs,
~L 1 (D±P C tCcca_c~ C7~ ca e° of Inn_. 2 a ft ‘H’1~ Snrc~~ffo) bhe
I 97~ i\e~, on ‘AC ?~l~nr~ 5 ~1 7 CC’ ?f ~ ~ t~roLog’ Cc 1 rork
an ~ U~ rr (ic’ Pitt ).

c rj~~1 nc~ -, i~ t fo ‘e La an b’-n o~ioo6 w0~-~’, K~ ,phesten Pd,
- t r’be~ P _s ~ ~ a comIuc~ee me9ber o~ t-a C?G.

Re~ciaw h~r Jhan Gb&danr ~. H .~ .. . . .

FITT3c Ez:. CAV7~S: To AVtID . . . .

A t_ c” r~ ‘CT±~arn or ~‘ror Ifl~, V’ Oscue O~’ 5C’~’ 01 ~l’r

£ CCJ TC”t ‘ \E~, ‘~— ~ btj~ ‘Cr i1~’ 5~ tre~
a~a Upper ilstr.F≥ie FeU RQ.~.~ 2~c~C~e ci-.fl~cczao &S2

— ~ ~ PD L~U’ ri ~Q- ~1~T I ~r1p ~ ~I ~

D~ tLfr-~ ~ ~ e ~“s cr’—~ )~ ~iS Cs’r~ os

a~ ~ ~ r £e2t.p ~)
tc~ ~rn ~ 5 ~ - t 7

EX fl.OCD 3 - . ..

¶estrn!nster S~ hc~- proiuosd ~bo :rirp; o~f their new look buJle-bjpj
.2 ~-. cJ’3ro~. apu~ J ~e ma r fc~~i~j- Li is ‘st.’t ir

1’- 8 ~r11~(~’n~n - d~’fl~irtaon c. ta’e Eereb- 31 sC~ r ~- ~-e (lag
~C s ~ - - -z 4Th~ :L b)ft ~ ~s d3s~ctrsa ~; severe
f~ncc 4 ~ r ~ Dc~ ‘~ ral ‘~ Cfl~ ‘&D≤ ~i 1070

N~w flaTh iWO ~su~ &ncvon~tI~g

[ 2z7r~-~zLt-~ c.- r~y’oluubo, -,2 E2a~cr a~
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FINDING CAVES BY RADIO

A system of surveying underground from the surface has been
developed that ac4 tuafly prints out a map of the features found.
It uses VLF radio techniques and can define cavities as well as
metal pipes, sewers and anything else out of the ordinary.

Developed by Ele&olocation Ltd with help from NRDC, the
system requires that the area to be mapped is roped off
and traversed with a ground reflection meter which injects the
radio signal into the ground and catches it on the rebound. The
response is recorded on a tape recorder and can later be played
back on a geophysical digital plotter which produces a map in
chart form. The outlines of the map are shown by dot density.

THE SNAIL MERCHANT

“It was in a Somerset lane that I saw him, of a morning In
early winter.. . Curiosity triumphed and so I asked: ‘what are
you looking for V. ‘Snails’, was the rather short reply. ‘What
you do want ‘em for 7?, ~z~fl ‘em’. But almost at the same
moment he softened a little and added, I thought with a touch
of pride, ‘That’s my trade’...!.. Then what do you call ~yourself
then ~ I ventured to ask. ‘On the census I pub snail merchant’,
he answered with dignity.”

This ‘isa very short extract from one of the magnificent books
of Walter RaymonUwritten in the early years of this century and
published by Dent. They seem to be out of print now, but libraries
can borrow them from other libraries. The above comes from
The book of crafts and character, but the book of simple delights
has a fine tale of how to catch a thatcher and Two Men o’ Mendip
Is a murder story that takes in much of the area around Cheddar
Charterhouse and Shipham that we know well.

COMMTTEE

SECRETARY Peter Mathews 155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Middx
TREASURER Ron Saunders, 21 Rushmoor Avenue, Bazlemere, Bucks.
c/WARDEN Phil Ingold, 328 Carr Road, Northolt, Middx
MEET SEC John MacMillan, 31 Little Reeves Aye, Amersham Bucks
RECORDER Joan Goddard, 24 Swan Close, Hanworth, Middx
‘P/MASTER John Miriam, Glenville, Wheeler Lane, Witley, Surrey
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~




