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RITIG BTV AND EXTRAORDINARY DISCOVERY FOR MENDIP (
by Teber Hathews . . .. . .. X -
- ',rijafizgj_.bpm'enté' at R:l;iino R}Lf‘t have shown it to be o o
“nary discoveries on.Mendip, On the style of one o~ il
i 'stassics', the pot consists of a single drop devel:ned
Pigyicnsky. known rift. - Although vertical,: it can be riggsl is
T s of 100£%, 45 £t and’'75ft, EBach’ s‘ectiohi is connectc ‘
I rirewn ledges. With the entrancé shaft, the total '
i creof 3000k, e s L e

¢vals stream enters at the bottom of the pot and Qisappears donm
“oaxn partly-bloeked corack, -This is riow being dug by Bast MerySii o0,
't ~he considerable danger, the Charterhouse Cavirz a

2wl Goutrol area the cave lies, has banned other oclunsz oo

Cret mET roveng Rift for at least six_months_.

At ey

. -
penlie vt

i TTTEE MEMBER & o oo oo

o was elected te join the committee as Cottage ™

- Buchan, The “AGM spent.some timg discovering

tions of -the previous gemeral meeting were w131
materialising'. The secretary attributed thHess s -
surike. .
vohase fund topped £500 for .the first time -5ni 4
£147 in the general fund. The increase in'-
this year is all to be added to the land-purchzse fur

{TGLIST DIES

o~ . v

M2ET A shel fwdends, of Bruce -Bennett will Kriow by ‘now thih he died i
A -> accident on the way to.work on Apral 7. Bries had Agas
a et Jof. caving and was a’ member -of. last ‘year's lstoun urn 4

;- He celebrated his 21st birthdayzonly a few wenis nravi

DAY T SECT REPOENS

wow available again to. Dany yr 0gof, but Turinel Cave, Sowth
+5-51dd1 closed,: The club's three all'thywised leaders ave 1 - .
i Dony Knibbs, and.Brian Hillmen.. & . @ - 3

‘UW

Oavars Ir Wales are asked to use carbide lamps only as a sancifhny
MIANS OF LYZHTING and then to remove all spent carbide, ‘
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,WOrld news round-up
LETJ.‘ER FROM POLAND hy Jening Machon

THE Zakopane olu.b is very active at this time of the year and visits the
mountains every weekend. During the autumn evenings we held coursgs for
newoomers to caving, teaching them the elements of tackle apd geology etec.

Unfoprtunately we have had a very mild winter and our visits to Jimnej
and Migthussc} were not completed beeguss the caves were flocded, We
are arranging a descent of our deepest cave, Sniegnaj, but this will take
a long time. To start with, two weekends will be occoupied dlgg:_ng the snow
away from the entrance and preparing the upper pitches.

During August and September, some of our members are hold:.ng & osmp in
the mountains and I hope that some of your members will be able to join
them = I would not like to think that yowr recent visit to the Tatras
was to be your only one, Regards to all who came and have they any photog
I ¢ould have, please ?

Pogdrawian Cisvée Weotsh WWMOXMI 7
1,009 SHAPYS FOUND I¥ POLAND

AN ANGIENT £iint mining oertvq 4n amth east Pﬂland.aﬁi(rzpeminnki
opatowskie (neay Qstrowics) is being developed a8 a .useum of
neoloithic industry,

Investdgationrs over 'Ehé pas‘t‘. 25 years have brough %o 1:13112 mnore than
1,000 shafts ard a network of underground Work:.ngs in whish-stone and hopm
utens:.ls have been found,

Work probably tock place over some 30D years up to four op fw&
thousand years ago. Flint tools were probably erxported ta Fr&n&g and
other parts of Europe,

CORNISH MINES: NEFW LIFE COMES TO SOME, OT}ERS ARE MUSEUMS

A SECONC rcw tin #ine 1s soon to be reopengd in Cormmell, darve
south of Camborns, is expeoted to have & starting output of 8’? g@'
tons of ore a year., South of Truro, Wheal Jane will soon be pro

tons of ore a day., TWwo other mines - South Crofty, nsar Pendapves
Geevor neaxy Dandsend - are almeady priducing between them over 2 3Q 8]
tons a year.

Another mire, Wheal Prasper near Helston, is to hecome g museyn
if the Natio 7. Truat can reiss £3,008 to repair the enging houa a
chiruey. Whe. f.'-- sper was the '.E‘irst Ylace in Britain 'w'he prgg
steam (40lbs, :.°) was applied to a steam engine. Steam by n&m}c‘,
engine by Walu. )
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FIND A HOLE AND START DIGGING - -oiv oo i
An opinion -by~ OgOfwr I)'Id'.ur. R SRR T LY SRS S SEUr PR T e B COPL DA R P L SRR

n 'Shatter,» Cave and xrecent openm-cr\" ni e

45 )
ey ery last year o;f
- Is*.J.. oy rpmzr-d members 7of t‘m IV’CG theifith-

S

gury eyt

Five

3, 0 be.founded- on Ubklayi:Pot, ! Ch,
'i*-c dlggmg in Blackmocr and the
dl}.pers.

\..x‘]-l back to say he was out,
With a0 torch, no-boots .and. ho.:

_.nd was lut by a
ol qun by someme

v._THERS AND NTE
\}~ in the libracyk .. ..

EV IR Ll d

udson,” who some memibers of th ;'i-jiuia DAY relerhen,
rapped behind a rock.fall in'Dan yv O§6f. he" "'FS-EL.L‘ s
2 'Iz_ia_}os if .and. was .only shocked and cmd SR E
U BEEN UNDERGROUND 2. s ¢t - ‘
.-’c«_-'r"c’e fied that cavers ‘who cavé s‘mmd lm l’ m ‘a.“‘
far the 1971 caving log. Contributérg i the 7, _
twice,: orxga.nal reports will-be passed on. | .
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REVEREND CAVER,...,

TWO speleological classics have recently been reprinted. In 'A tour
to the caves!, the reverend John Hutton describes some of the Vorke
shire caves he visited in the eighteenth century. (first published
1781, 84" x 54", 100 pp, price £1.50 . ' . '

E.A, Baker's book of his visits to many caves in the 1020's
makes hair-raising reading even today. He visifed both Swildons
and the Mendips as well as some of the Yorkshire classic systems,
('Caving, episodes of underground exploration!, 1932, 252pp + 56pp
of pictures, price £3.15)

Firm orders placed through Pete Mathews may secure a substattal
discount. ~PRM : - '

Trans-Craven and Lt Cuthberts,

Bradford PC Bulletin vol5 no 8 spring 71 contains a. theory postulated by

DC Brook that in years to come it may be .possible to travel

underground from Bar, sndale to Littondale. He doesn't say how

much the fare will be! Also articles on limestone mines at Dudley ' T
Wores and Earl Pot. Journal of London* ~ University CC noll / ' .
spring 71 discusses St Cuthberts 2, Lost Johns, Gaping Gili Aven ]
series and the Chelsea and King's College Irish expe dition to ?

Sl go, Fermanagh, Cavan and “Leitrim. . ' :

Group news o Cere

ELEVATED, Tony Ingold, Malcolm Cotter -and Tormy Fitzgibbon

have been granted agsvciate membership I

ROLL UP,. Sales of surveys will in future he handled by Helen
Saunders. Customers from outside the group should be referred to her..

- RUDE POEM, A very rude poem acquired from Yorkshire is available
from Pete Mathews. Applications in person should be made at the back
door of his flat. Wear . an old belted raincoat to qualify. Ask him .
to take you downstairs and he may have more porn on offer,

SPRING CLEAN HUNT. The half yearly meeting will be held on
October 16 at the cottage at 5pm. It will start at this time to follow
the annual spring clean of Longwood/August. Treasure is to be
distributed around the cave as an incentive to hurt for rubbish,

A communal barrel and/of irish stew will be available to save the
struggle to the pub afterwards, : :

MEETS PLANNED The next two meets are on June 12 to south
Wales (SWCC) and in July to Gingling hole. Details from John MacMillan.
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Yorkshire trip reports
EILL INY JUST LOST 50 HARDRAWKINPOT .. .. .

--"‘:.'- s I Ceeman T SnTL SR '

By Heleﬁ Saunders v :"ff-j' " i5“ o

+ - : P Ay

between caving and v1q1twng the H111 Tnr,- Inev1tab1y the H111 Iﬁn'
wor, but’ a,-‘" »abOllu 2.. ;O,- veu.w C_LO‘%:Lno "l:‘l_mc-) +the - L'eener ca.vers 1"9:—1. _ﬂ'f-
;1n Pob Cl"mpel-"-le—dale - th" O'the"-.s

v

TSt _\A‘.-

The entance was e Plfteen—foot drop down Whloh the, stream floweﬂ.'
It was'essy olirhing end we followsd ths stream: along eoﬁ“‘édv“b%ﬁhwur

passage ‘to ~the: fipst. BJPt yltoh, T Velbng - .had.to- crawlin -
water Tor 15014, nOﬂ“ePngPd for by tre ratner suver corarnlrxp'
dormatidrson: the. Nu.ls, T“yung to ‘Broid the atrean.on +ne way out

Roger end I fourd & bea qu¢1v CAedr TA0L uor+a¢r1ng orysua,u,
he. 8)9* plut V& ine vater pJQW@u uTﬂadﬂhf

.

) "The fodt o L“u")CLt’la tne
31de and a dsal-end toe otnc;, Tour aﬂrﬂv
. recorded. on: fLLm by B*wan.Plttman - vha+ t
without ‘such a- welcome 2. ‘ :

By Roger Wal11ngton r“ff q.“-q A‘:e._l J ‘__.'7~_: " :__;ﬂﬁ

Rudely awoken bv ‘sorie Northern tw1t e1gh+ unllkely~1ook1nn bod
rose to chellenge Penyghent Pot. The success ‘of “the trip .was b ie
pleced. in dangsr: by ou:.owlssﬁche* proddes ing #wo galloms of pnr,
and commizal’ ‘eerﬁ “g-notes. Tuqoughf tiads readtears. as
.Bears, but 1 ftcrwnﬂos rerlected it cnulg hevd beoen beans );
' .ﬁWﬂV, N ﬁhlﬂ? we knew we.were Sf&nulrg ouT““cP £t P°+ oTﬂ ﬂ*w
; 2 '-lng mcbl_e ironuicngera,’ cas T 3
wizs of be;aye We ladisred 1333
bn atia

'
'"we set . off ot 4
1adderq, 15)33:
all = vt Lo 2on
these 1w,rxuu?§
The Pumi

pey

~

(=3
s

.

RO
PR,

and onz naz o tvv
someone Shovid pPubd

Huonvcule;ti» Johned to Lhe Crond

there is 650 L% of ‘flat-out crawl 1cad1ng aJrect Ly to the 15fu pitah
which ends in a pool and you remember whet il i3 like!+o be erlg“u,

Between the
passage Wblcn

first two pitehes we stumiled along second streioh

¢ t00 high to crawl and too low %o walk and Jeads bv

8en. 50.-aRabl "_1““* pitehe Quiciy follewing this

both if R Eang vift, The third piteh of
-~ the Iauderq hanzs azalinst a smooih wall

ard 8t o a smoouh platform from where the fourth/CONTD ON NEXT FAGE

vl LA»,
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A CANAL guTRA ? from grevious page

piteh of 70L't descends to & more jegeed portion of the rift which
opens into & very large seotion about 3Qf% down. :

Penyghent is divided into three main paris: the low, bight
passages aown to the main pitches, then a long rift section which
gontains & succesaion of small plitehes 25 to LOft deep and finally
the old master cave 1eading to the subbe Apert from the two main
pitehes the time teken for the trip is really determined by the
middle section a8 it comtains most of the pitches. Lifelines are
peeded on SORE, but others can be safely gehieved without and some
can be free-climbed without giffioulty. _

At the eleventh pitch a strean tumbles dowm & chute completely
£511ing the chamber below with sprey, The innocent speled - is
there such a thing 7 - descends the last pitch,Niaga.ra,filled with
thoughts of &1oTY» but he is severely danpened by two water spouts
ten feet down which appear from either side in a charming fan-shape,
gompletely obliterating the view of the ladder peneath.

_ The lively stream passage from the bottom of the Niagare has &
rather treacherous £1uting floor with some pools 3escribed as tdeep’
{and conf irmed?

The terminal sump is diseppointing as the passage finishes abruptly

in a rift at right angles £3]1ed with vexry deep waters 8o far
we had taken 5zhours bo get six people %o the sump, two of the party
having turned back earlier, _

We attempted %o meke & hasty as ent with one psrson already using
parbide and another with & dodgy Nife cell, The main varrier on the
wey out was the’ 70ft piteh - not difficult but a psy:.ologioal

parrier, which, when past had nothing but quickly traversable sections

between it and the entrance.
At the canal thres of us were on carbide and this undsrgound
acoustic tube reng to the words of the Penyghent Song {(veen down
¥his pothole much too long !)

We were out at 11pm, but in time to stock uD at the Crown in Horton
having left a huge mountain . £ tackle at piteh 3 for collection by &
party we hoped (and prayed) would be following us the day afber.

It occurs to me that if we hed to pay the new rates for tackle lefd

or lost, the bill would have been £110 or thereabouts, proving the

well~and of k-expouded theory that it's cheapel to stay on the surfacg.

pdvertiser's announcemen‘b

SURVE‘IS 0F ALL MENDIP CAVES
and some others are

now avallabls from Helen Saunders

oo EpTTOR REGRETS THAT DUB T0 ECHNIGAL PROBLEMS SOME PACES oF THIS
DITOR RECRE TS, IT IS A DATLY MATL BroT T0 GAIN READERS WE
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MEI'DI}.?’A 3—’:’1‘913]37(} OF:: OU’ISW;ND_"IG B'.CL‘;UTY

'71’5‘-?‘13”‘:‘ TiM is n e
wghon. It m.Jl be helld ¢
Seniembed with Pet

BRLNSCT0Y

;_a

he exait .J'm' on whll dark

gt s ] . - i BIE St
ouvtstanding nature L beautv.
makes the arca mora diffio:

OF MTmTD

O Jure 26 the Talls 7nlk fong and Dame ¥

fal “
i ‘; J_'

e

A

wen of 2 PhIn:
_n (AG :1" 1vany 273 recen
APt ‘

?:ij‘x. 1“.-\‘ ‘he ‘l

i

:’-.‘ . kel :A_\r'j,c" LAY

PO RV Fa

0

()

™Y q-’-—r‘,, T ETO0n

as Ll .._.l.,';

1

Wes """1.'.1’]\.‘_, 8% hoa traduned 40

on auna 4‘-‘/—-9 at "‘l

_ en area of
sounbry Con*mlf;::i cn
creadeying it i

yearchl ng._w
g% v-ﬂ 1s to be ’-x:lti_ in the

e

”u_he

Iyl o..og_.cal

1, Mano
e member- of




M@ NEWS 89

FINDING CAVES BY RADIO

A system of surveying underground from the surface has been-
developed that ac: tually prints out a map of the features found.
It uses VLF radio techniques and can define cavities as well as
metal pipes, sewers and anything else out of the ordinary.

Developed by Elecrolocation Ltd with help from NRDC, the
system requires that the area to be mapped is roped off
and traversed with a ground reflection meter which injects the
radio gignal into the ground and catches it on the rebound. The
response is recorded on a tape recorder and can later be played . .~:
back on a geophysical digital plotter which produces a map in
chart form. The outlines of the map are shown by dot density.

THE SNAIL MERCHANT

"It was in a Somerset lane that I saw him, of & morning in

early winter,..Curiosity triumphed and so I asked: 'what are

you looking for ?!. 'Snails!, was the rather shortreply. 'What
you do want 'em for ?!, 'Zell 'em!. But almost at the same
moment he softened s little and added, I thought with a touch

of pride, 'That's my trade‘’...... Then what do you call .yourself
then ?' I ventured to ask. 'On the census I puk snail merchant!,
he answered with dignity."

This «isa very short extract from one of the magnificent books

of Walter Raymondwritten in the early years of this century and
published by Dent. They seem to be out of print now, but libraries
can borrow them from other libraries. The above comes from

The book of crafts and character, but the book of simple delights
has a fine tale of how to catch a thatcher and Two Men o' Mendip
is a murder story that takes in much of the area around Cheddar
Charterhouse and Shipham that we know well.

COMNTTEE

SECRETARY Peter Mathews 155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Middx .
TREASURER Ron Saunders, 21 Rushmoor Avenue, Hazlemere, Bucks,
¢/WARDEN  Phil Ingold, 328 Carr Road, Northolt, Middx

MEET SEC John MacMillan, 31 Little Reeves Ave, Amersham Bucks
RECORDER Joan Goddard, 24 Swan Close, Hanworth, Middx
T/MASTER John Miriam, Glenville, Wheeler Lane, Witley, Surrey

EDITOR, PRIV TER & PUBLISHER OF THE NEWSLETTER: Brian Mee
01 Ewelvn Dxwive Hateh End  Pinner  Middxy HAS 4BRN._ whno is_also






