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Where have all the newsletters been ?' B

The famlhar questlon - gets the famlllar answe r, ’]'he Ed1tor regrets-, that
because of house moving most of the printing equipment has been mislaid -
not to mention such copy as has been received. If your piece doesn't
appear, I am sorry ! Editor, )

Sudden respectability or not 07

"""he Times'" recently carried a feature on cavers asking the familiar
question: 'Why.do they do it?! You will be. glad to know -that they couldn't :
think of a very. good reason, ..either, : ; :

MENDIP DESERTED AT CHHISTMAS |
No one appears to be visiting Mendip at Christmas this year so there

are plans for a Climb~up at Harrisons Rocks, Tunbri‘ge Wellsson
Boxing Day and/or the Monday after. Co

HE SEEKS TO JOIN

Applications for memhership received recently 1nr=1ude Craham Gregory,
of 55 Preston < oad, Wembley, Mlddx _

YET AGAIN...'.'L."' T

After Christmas Pete Mathews tells us he is to organise yet another of -~
his Yugoslavian Slide Shows (at least we'll know the place so welil], we

shan't ever- have to go). He asks for slides to show - if you give them
to him too late expect to see them and get them back in any old order. °

TIME- TO DIG IN YOUR POCKETS |

No surprises here, it's subs time again - that is if you haven't taken

the precaution of promising to pay for ever under the tax-avoidance scheme.
This year Hoger Wallington, the new membership secretary elected at the
HYGM is looking forward to seeing the colour of your money.He lives. at
113 Upton Court Road, Slough Bucks £2 for full members over 18, £.0. 75
for everyone else, > o ST
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Half-vearly meeting report

Please do not turn in your cave .

Older members prepare for a shock, tlmes have changed Pat Walsh
was ‘chairman of the meetmg. :

31 there

Beer attracted 20 full members, 4 probationers and T guests. Three
members who were down avoided the meeting. o

Only there for the beer

The promise of beer silenced all opposition to the committeels

views. Hyan Pittman wanted to know if the LPF could be miore
profitably invested, but kept quiet having been asked where his covenant
form was. -

Welre still there

Land searching has been unprofiiable but welre still looking - building.
restri wtions in Western Mendip aren't helping either. At present we.
are still happily ensconced at Nordrach. :

New audit pricedure ) T L

To overcome ‘administrative difficulties’, the annual audit will now
be carried out at the end of the calendar year. IR

1972 MEET PROGRAMME PPOPOSA‘LSf

February  Mendip, St Cuthberts =
March 10/12 'S, Wales, OFD, Pant Mawr
Mareh 18/19 - MENOP: DINNER/AGIVI '
March 31.. Yorkshire, camping

April Mendip, R‘nno Rifi, again . .

May 26/ 4 Clare, Eire (sce. Pete Mathews) N S IR TR TP
June 24/25 S.. . Wales, Den yr Ogof . . | ' L
July 15/16 York._-,hlre Little Hull and Hunt Pots

Aug 23/Sep 9 France. {see Pete Mathews)

Oct 7/8 . Yorkshire, Lancaster/Easegill

.Nov 11/12 S. Wales, OFD, Little Neath Rlver Cave.

More details from John Maecmillan
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Trip reports
TREASURE EUNT IN LONGWOOD/AUCUST by Pete Mathews

The great spring clean/treasure hunt in Longwood August turned
int~» a mixture of treasure hunt/dig/with some spring cleaning.
Digging was brought to a halt by a sump in the new aextension
they vented their frustration by having a big bang in sand passage
Wmnors of the treagure hunt (9cr‘o"ﬂ_ng to the rules or othe%ﬁ FH0LOIIIT
were : Derek Hancock, a roll of Agfacolour film

“obert Holmes, An emergency food supply (bar. of chocolate)

Greg Smith, a ®onson gas lighter :

Toger Saunders, a squeegee kit (bar of soap)

Barry Sauibb, a rubber-sealed torch
Jumars in Lamb Leer
On the Sunday of the half-yearly meeting members tried-out Bill
Jones's Jumars (prussiking device) in Lamb Leer. Most peple
managed to rise some five feet, only Greg Smith ascended the whole
pitch. Bill Jones, Wwiseley , spen' the day contemplatlng the after
effects of the aftereffects of the.HYGM at the cettage :

RHINO RIFT REVISITED by John MacMillan

John erlam Plch"v'ﬂ Norris and John Machllan vere one of two
partles to make ‘acdonee -ig enough" trip . down Rhmo Rift,-

'Ihe rift is situated about 200 yds below the entrance to
Longwood on the right hand side of the valley (1ook1ng up or down-
depending on the :weather -Ed) . It (the rift, not the valley, can
easily be recognised by the la'rge pile of spoil outside. Co

The cave is entered by sllcmg ‘down the railway track and followixe

the rift for about 100 ft, where a cross-rift leads to the head of - N R 4
the first pitch. What follows is a huge rift d1v1ded by the thy (8¢ (LOL0sIN0eT
pitches. . i .

The first pitch 'starts in fl_owstone with_ledges and the
first 40 ft are awkwnrd., The second iadder is rigged just below
the first and it is irrportant {0 move all the loose scree before
descending,, otherwise the liimrline will bring it down inste ad.
The ladder ig againnt. the wall for 20f: and then hangs free. .The final
pitch starts at a ledge 25fi wide and 35ft long and consists of scree-
and loose boulders at.an.angle of 400 - all very unstable. This pitch

0
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Rhino rift
from page three

is rigged 10ft from the second ladder to a Rawlbolt in the right
wall. The ladder hangs over the loose blocks , then free for 10 ft
and then against thewall - an easy climb, easy enough except

fpr the ever-present risk of loose boulders falling on you - or

as seems likely one day - the whole ledge tumbling down. The
bottom is an anticlimax and one suspects that one wished one hadn't
come !

Tackle required....
Pitch 1 100ft ladder, 40ft belay, 210ft lifeline
Pitch 2 55ft ladder, Rawlbolt bélay, 120ft lifeline
Pitch 3 75ft ladder; 40ft belay, 160ft lifeline, - a suit
- - . of armour and preparation of 8pts Guiness would help.

A WEEKEND ON THE WAY TO BULL FO' FARM
by Pete Mathews who was there -

Strange pldces of which one has heard, but doesn't believe exist,
Knutsford, Charnock Richard (no relation of Richard Charnocl:, Kobbie
Charnock or any other Charn ock, this one)and Keele, were 211 discovered
on this trip to Yorkshire (Oct 30/31),, ' :

_After hitting thick fug at Coventry we stopped at every service
area on the M6 and took @ihrs gatting there arriving at Bull Pot Farm:
at 0530. (Forton Service Station rated a 'two Carbide-lamp' award for.
coffee- best on the trip). :

NPC woke up some dozen MCG members and went to Earby .. -uasinn
Extensionvia Lancaster Pot - we missed out part so that we could go : -aii
again soon! On Sunday asdlow party went to Easegill via County Pot
taking a survey to find the less-trodeen areas - these were found
mostly while looking for the trodden-areas. |

From November 20 to 27 half a dozen members braved the
snow-bound North again to again assault Black Shires Pot. ’

THE EVENING AFTER TH.’E HALF YEARLY MEETING

Leek Soup and Boef Stroganoff from Windsor Castle (Helen responsible)
featured on the menu after the meeting, not to mention Don's beer .
Singing, led by Simon, resulted in sore throats afterwards. Bill Jones {(qv)
suffered almost as many after-effects as Bernard Reeves, who produced a

c i a b B WA e e
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A CHANCE TO BOGCLE

From August 18 to 25 the Internati-nal mining exhibition will"
~ be held at Olympla in London. Here's a chance to make your
‘mind boggle - how to cut ten feet of passage a minute, how
to run a railway in it . Cive yourself a treat, learn how to
~1dig! the easy way. o _ - -

F2OM JUNGLIN" CAVE TOSOWTEN AND OTHER YORKSHIRE
AUMBLINGS,..... from Tony Kni khs

i You start from Jiagling Pot followingt he dlverted stream passage

‘ into Jlnglrng Cave. At first crawling, and then walking ‘as ‘the
passage deepens before a duck. For thosewthout wetsuits there is
a squeeze abovae,

A sportlng chmb downstream leadsto the larger stream T
passage pf Powten Cave

‘g SHORT D‘%OP
j . ER
' }f A short vertlcal entrance leads to-a 400ft crawl to asmall stream
i passage. Downstream the pessage cradually enlarges and there is -
s The Bridge, an arch formed by four jammed boulders. This. is -
followed by the 15ft pitch which leads to a larger pitch where the . s o

wgiream,. -enters. -Gavel Pot ~ an.enormaous shake hole sevéral
hundred yards srom short drop.

Aty
hic VN

MA‘-?BLE ST EPS

The 100ft entrance pltch 1s a free cllmb first 50ft with: a handllne
' then 20 ft helped- with a ladder, then back on-to the wall again.

" This is followed by a: 25ft" pitch,: Stink Pot and the Big Pitch (90ft).

An ideal place for a boring afternocon out with nothing to see.

- L > ~0~0~=0-0~0-0-0~0~0-0-0-0-0~0-0-0~

- . C,HRISTMAS GI ‘-"i‘ SUGGESTIONS_FOR EVERYCAVER

Let's start with the essen tials- everycaver, who is ever to, talk

about hig fanuastlc “chlevements needs the odd trophy.  Why not ‘
a set-of plastic stalactiies - try Ann Summers' shops everywhere -
‘also with” battery e1ectr1c motor ' ""he tunnels I have travelled rnap'

_London Transport SWi. And for the caver with everythmg, a flat hat
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science survey
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AN UNDERGROUND SPELEOLOGICAL RESEARCH STATION
IN THE RAIN,

Experiments | with gravrty have to be carrled out in places
as little subject to dlsturbanfée as.possible, A pew éerle of

1A £ o ¥siosg 8
experiiments are to be conél‘ucte% iﬁgtﬁei}lt(afian 'E} t%e 1Iégn te © 4

near Trleste

Our sciénce correspondent writes... The constant of gravitation
is by far the least accurately known of all fundamental constants.
This is primarily because’ of the d1ff1cn1t1es of measuring weak
gravitational effect.

In the 100m high Grotte Gigante the temperature is falrly
constant at ‘11 C ang the erzudlty is 100%, There is already a
speleologlcal research station there studying the natore of micro- ' .
sl mic disturbances. _ - . .
In this experiment classic principles using a torsional
penciim oscillating between two fi:xxed masses - mass equality
being adjusted to one pari in 105, The penduium and its 80m long
suspension fibre; will finally bz encased in a vacuum chamber to avoid
influence by convection currents. . :

ADVERTISEMEN TS

WANTED SUBVEYS for decoratmg cottage walls, Offers to the
cottage warden

YGING - GENTLEMAN (Trade Descrlptlons Act 1970 does not apply)
with smart car (Act still does not apply) seeks company of young lady- -
experience "of panel-beating preferred** Apply Box 155, The Editor.

COMMITTEE *% This is what it says, not some new kind of fetish

SECRETARY PETER MAPHEWS: 155:RADELIFFROWAYINOR TFOEFOMIDDX
TREASURER RON SAUNDERS RYLSTONE 21 RUSHMOO™ AVE HAZLEMERE
MEET SEC JOHN MACMILLAN 31 LITTLE REEVES. AVENUE AMERSHAM
T/MASTER JOHN MIRIAM -

C/WARDEN PHIL INGOLD 328 CAT™ D NO© THOLT MIDDX

RECORDER JOAN GODDARD 24 SWAN CLOSE EANWORTH MIDDX

EDITOR BRIAN MEYX Fi2CONES, BELL VALE, HASLEMERE,SURREY,
who also occasa.onal‘v prints zad distributes internally newsletters.
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