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ANNUAL MEETING oNMARca 18

THE annual meeting of- the G~oup will be held on March 18’
at the~ evening the annual dinner will
be held at The Star at Wells, tickets £2 each from Pete
Mathews.

Main item on the agenda (at the meeting, not the dinner) will
be a discussion on Upper Flood Swaflet. M the dinner the
main item (no abstentions or opposition pleasR) will he
Steak Béarñáiáe (ancient Mèadip bear hOnes stewed in the
fluid which emnàfrs -froth the Wells City fountain).

NOT ANOTHER NEWSLETTER, SURELY ?

Your sur~i e at receiving a newsletter should he tempered
with the prospect n f~wer stocks in store. If Roger Walling-ton
succeeds the present Editor there is some hope ~hat news
will conform -to some sort of expected pattern.~Not such- fun
as the~uj~res~ñf s~st~E~çZ!~bx dering4f~
words will- -.:-4p~an~ hut more reliable as an info-.
rmation service. But ~rou, never imow, all Group Editors in
the memorable past (and none more memorable that that
which has just gone by) have started in blazes o~ glory, until
slowly (or in some cases~ quickly) the excuses have become
substitute for pfint. So hear with the present Editor for a
few lines longer: He is one of a noble line, fouo~vingfaith_.
fully in their traditions, unwav’eringly maintaining in the
footsteps of his predecessors a scant tegard for truth or
~in retirement, to the same
thing hapPening, but not too soon. -

On this very subject anyone pos~essthg a copy of newsletter 91
should write at onee to The Secretary. - It is believed (if anyone
can remember that far back) that it did not exist. There were,
perhaps, two number DOs, Or perhaps three four or even five.

CONGRATULATIONS to- Pete and JoanGoddard who had twins,

___n.t ..flt 4n+~nnZ-4~4 ~~
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Our beloved secretary, knowing the wiles of Editors past and
.ør~~ewa~ ~b~t~sJ1i~ two0ilxc..

precis . 10 stow how magnanimous I feel in my final issue,
I have decided not to shorten it, not by one word, no indeed,
as a token ofrepeuitanc~ fox pa,st misdeeds,1,~a~lig*~,,~.

KthWIn~ ikbtIiitg~~‘~l~~We~rofldt ~r~i~hi~ ~ hdlè in
the ground) I can add nothing technical, but I thought a few
adjectives spattered here and there would be indicative of

C the gesture I am making -Editor. PS For the serious reader
I will indicate the adjectives by printing them well
spaced out.

THE GLO~IQUS TALE OFUPPER FLOOD DIG

by our loyal, faithful and much beloved secretary
and leader, PETER-MATHEWS

- THERE have beaisqme extraórdi’narily inteiesting, -draxiffitic
changes at this joyously beautiful and otherwise c:-:~hi~.ñting
ench ~an ting site and digging is showing ram2rkably
encouragin~r good prPgress.: At the and of last warm sunny
and birdsbngful sqinmer, our good and much-loved
and admIred friend,Willie Stäntoñ, and his overworked
not to mention good looking Reservoir Hole team,: had
a long cool älear look at the gaping orifice-like-dig

Q and were physical.ly~ ment ally and in only ten: rounds) knocked out by its remarkable prospects, but were
unhappily athazed by th~ sheer typical MCG-like

çj~~c32 q~j4 ig flm%r It*a c1~j~te!fqrt-cw~ec.had*’mader TheL~~
ontmgl RHT have now pt in a considerable effort which c wild
equally well, well not aqually, have been spent
in the pub and the dig is now: organised on a-joint basis
::/ ‘-Welr ±r1ea~f yäü have a taste of what aP editor reads

before his blue pencil turns it into two line prebis -to
avoid; boring you and to save paper, we revert tb son~thing
vag~êly~ resembling, but undoubtedly shorter than, the

original. :
For those’ not familiar with the present state of the dig -~

it is now possib~e to walk in almost to the end To ease cc
spoil removal the drainpipe has been blasted and 78 steps
built. Progress (at the time of writing, oh so long ago) was
continuing, with the roof being blasted and mud removed to

- the surface using a bucket bhain. The aim is to fill in the
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Row to dig UFS .

Any number can dig - six people can remove spoil while
smaller groups can stack it inside the cave.

But don’t eat it . .

Quantitative analysis of the mud being extracted has shown
that it c~~nr~%bTha94vI p~e~a]qsfr&2oth t~anpgtfi~h ~ovr~et tasi sifT
at one time from the old lead buddle pits. LEAD IS A CUMULATIVEr
POISON so elementary pi’ecautions should be takeh after diggihg :

1. Wash your hands after digging . .... .

2. Wash your boiler suit after use (lead-rich dust.could be
inhaled.when..the..thud.~

~

This is probably the only Mendip dig where lead is present
in this way but there is no danger if the elementary precautions
are ta ken. . . . . .. . . ....,.

GB LOSES FIXED TACKLE IN ANTI-VANDAL MOVE

TO curb vandalism in GB Cave UBSS are arranging for the fixed
tackle to be removed. Thi& 1ncliades removal of the chains. into .

the main chamber from the Devilts Elbow route and the fixed
ladder to ~±he tàdJd~± fli~sei~i~. ‘Eh~t~y~ to ~the tI~s!~ Lr~4~n

O more complicated and the first man up should attach two laddersto the three rawlPplts or.~ use etrier steps. ... . . . . . .

Not now a novices’. parad~se . V . .. .

Clearly, writes Pete Mathews, the grading of this cave is now
much more severe especially when you bear in mind that both
routes down are damp ..The easy way has..an almost permanent
duck/ sump invqlving. a squeeze and . the .caver: is n&.*iozlget. .tke:.

._sas~.Srip for uQyicesJba itnuaa~ .Ze~_ ~L.. . ________

~er ~onha 0DM. ~ssIfL nsi~sE lo ‘isffoJawor! bus tnsthi3t~st tssI~ exiT:

BUT ~T CUTHBEBTS RELADDERED .

While GB loses its fixed tackle, St Cuthberts is regaining some It
was removed last year for a trial pe~iod but is noW being: ±estoréd.. .

OFF CEG COMMITTEE The MCG has completed its current term
of office as a committee thethber~of CRG ::

-- CAVE COMPANY MAKES NO PROGPESS Mendip Caves Ltd or
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Group news aae~onrq OH ‘3b13rn anti - ffiiitIOa.GOD ~nr~ua 9V1~D srs-7ovs~sriw

NEW MEMBERS

Wayne H .scox has been elected a full member; Graham Gregory
has been accepted as a probationary member.

FUND STATE

January, with subs sil coping in (have yours ?) the
general fund stood at £101 and the land fund at £600.

INDIAN ROPE TRICK

Tacklemaster John Miriam is taking up with British Ropes
the problem of kinks in the current batch of lifelthe. BR
appear to claim that all their rope is kinky.

MOO

The cow bell has returned to the cottage. Thank you Simon

GAS

A calor cylinder is missing from the cottage. When• returning
empty cylinders the idea is to bring back a full one, not to
pocket the deposit money.

THE RIGHT TREE

Meet see John34~ .t4a~1.hg~s~ipO~ed torr43.S~ii y.qapd~nsyj.r0 srsL~-iovs~sr1w
BARKING, Essex, utele~phone at ~vork 01-594 9321. The meet
programme for 1972 is printed separately..

LOST

Excuses for the last time: Anyone finding any copy for this
• newsletter not printed here should be grateful- they will .be

the only ones to read it. Nevermind,Roger Wallington

FAREWELL

We have reached the peak of our intentior~
And offer a prayer to
The deities that haunt these caves.
The return will be perpetual valediction, • •

For I shall never look again . .

At what my eyes have witnessed here.~(The Descent~into the. Cave-Kirkup) .
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Mendip Caving Group

1972 MEET PROGRAMME

March 11/12 South Wales, OFD and Pant Mawr
(accommodation at SWCC)

March 18/19 Mendip, AGM and dinner

March 31 Yorkshire, camping
EASTER. . .

,April Mendip, rescue practice (see Bill Jones)

-May 6/7 Derbyshire (accommodation at Orpheus. CC)

May 27 Isle of Skye (camping)
SPRING BH

June 24/25 South V/ales, Dan yr Ogof
(accommodation at SWCC)

uly 15/16 Yorkshire, Little Hull and Hunt Pot
S (accommodation at Bradford PC Brackenbottom)

August
BIT

Sept . South Wales, Agen Aliwedd

October 7/8 . Yorkshire, Lancaster/Easegifl
- (accommodation at Bull Pot Farm)

November 11/12 South Wales OFD (accommodation at SWCC)

John MacMillan
43 Shirley Gardens MEET SECRETARY
Barking, Essex,

Tel at work 01—594 9321



MENDIP CAVING
GROUP

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1972

The annual general meeting of the Group will be held at the
Cottage, Nordrach-on-Mendip on Saturday, March 18, 1972
at 4 pm.

AGENDA

1. To receive apologies for absence

2. To confirm the minutes of the previous general meeting

3. To receive the reports of the honorary’officers

a. The treasurer
b. The honorary auditors
c. The meet secretary
d. The cottage warden
e. The tacklemaster
f. The Editor
g. The recorder
h. The secretary

4. To discuss Upper Flood Swallet

5. Any other business

6. To elect (if necessary) the committee for 1972/ 73*

*Nominations so far include :secretary Pete Mathews; treasurer -

Ron Saunders; recorder - Greg Smith; meet sec - John MacMillan
Editor - Roger Wallington; cottage warden Bill Jones; tacklemaster
John Miriam.

DINNER

The annual dinner will follow at 7. 30 for B at the Star, Wells,
Tickets, £~ each from the secretary.




