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COMLIITEE

SECRETARY Peter ;Iathews 155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Middx.
Phone 01 -84-1 —8769

TREASURER Ron Saunders Rylstone” 21 Rushmoor Avenue, Hasleinere, Bucks a
Phone Penn 34-87

~ET SECRETARY John MacMillan 43 Shirley Gardens, Barking Essex.
Phone(works) 01 -594-9321

TACKIEMASTER John Miriam 394- Wood.ham Lane, Woodbam, Surrey.
Phone Byfleet 4-54-12

COTTAGE WARDEN Wayne Hiscox 30 Raleigh Road, Southall, Middx.
Phone 01-574-—I 836

RECORDER Greg Smith 131 Hagden Lane, Watford, Herts.
Phone VJatford 29606

EDITOR Roger Wallington 113 Upton Court Road, Slough, Bucks.
Phone Slough 28699

——--ooo00000000000ooo——--

~9EFXLY CLUB iv~ETmGS “The Royal Oak~ New Road, Brentford, Middx.
Thursday nights until closing time.

———oooOc;000000000ooo———

COTTAGE Stirrup Cup, Nordrach-on-Mendip, Nr.Wells, Somerset.
Accommodation for over 30 — all essential services — guests
charged at 20p per night.
Booking for parties through the Cottage Warden.



MARCfl&APRIL 1 97~ ItENDIP CAllING G~tJ~

CLUB NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS• to .BryanPittman and Anne on their marriage on the 18th Marth.
Rather extreme steps to take to miss tha A.G.M. BryanL

PETE MUNT, we here~ is.also to.be married again soon. He is nowback in Canada
after travelling overland via Australia. 7

TONY BUCHAN and JOW~-SH~EHAN ar.e expected home fairly shortly, after their non
àourney. to India. They went. to Africa instead.

“THM~KS MATES” . The club would like to thank Pete & John Virgo, and Mike Brace
for their generous. donations to~~ the Land Purchase Fund.

COTTAGE MOUNTAINEERS contemplating. the cottage traverse in the future should do
it in their socks only(?), or paint over their footprints as they go, in which
case theroute will be classed. super-severe. .

+ MEMBERSHIP - most members have alrea~y paid their subs, but some of you are +

+ - holding back - so sort out your. sheckles and send them to . +

+ ... . R..Wallington, .113 U~ton~ Court Road, Slough, Bucks. Cheques +

+ .: made. out to Mendip Cav:~ng Group please. . +

AROUND MID ABOUT ... . . .

“BEER”- one int7of cooking bitter at the ‘Hunters’ will now cost you lip.
Unfortunately, for some, Barolaycard3 are still not accepted.

BIG LThK—U?9 — it seems cute on ~h-~ ce~ds thab the biggest breakthough in
British oaving will occurr in 197/3( part from U.F.S. - Ed),for that is the date
hinted for merger of CaveResearch Group and British SpeleáologicalAssôciation.

:MENDIPS VANISHING ~R0TTOES. -a. ~ookiet published by th~ B.E.C. at kop. It has
50 photographs of. now EXTINCT ~‘ormations. (anyone who !s seen Fountain Passage -

August Longwood. - . recently Içnows what that means)

STOKE LAflE - a tight meandering stream passage has been discovered from the
stream inlet near Sand Chamber in II - possibly by-passing the sump.

iv’ YA C~OTTA LOIGUT BOY9 Y.H.A. shop, 29 John Adam Street, LC.2., has new
and used Oldharn oefls(les4/acid). — £8.50(new), £4..OO(re—con)
Also carbide lamps at £2.18.
Ed.. noticed new.,Old ama atE5.50 atPenyghent Stores recently.

BOGS - anyone desiring to use the Marton Arms bog can obtain a roll of Supersoft
over the bar upon receipt of a deposit(no not that sort), or else chance their
luck with a free page of the Fi~iancial Times.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETWG - Saturday, 18th March 1972 at, 5..OOpm.

Meld at the cottage, Nordrach, under chairmanship of Simon Knight, Apologies
for abscence received from A.Knibbs,J,Gocldard, B.Mee, B.Pittman; and minütés of
the1iWt~medtingtaicenaei~bad which was ju~t &awèl1ifor~:they wèi’èti’.t~*
available. ,.~,.. .- . ~ .~

Seoretai’y’~ RèiSort the: National Caving Assodiation now in existence añdwa~.*
(P.Mathews) organising itself; seemed~ itwould assumework of regionaL

councils.
~&tivitywithih:the gI-oup.ts:ve~~träng~ Xttend~nde ~t
the A0 G.M. di’~aopbthit±xiW.. : Membership stánd•sJät’ ~bout:5O...;:.
Hone Editor and Hon0 Treasurer not present at meeting.

;~‘ Up~e~ FloodS*&1e~ Se ~utlifle~ event~ leading to tha
present joint ~ig with W,Stantbn arid the Reservoir MoTh

- Team(not Wessex c,~c.), Digging progressing at impressive
rate and should take first place an group efforts.

Meet Secretary - outlined Meet programme, ~meeti~genei’ally ~‘eoeivedgood
(J.. MacMillan) support. -~

Cdttage l9arden -J - cOttage had been well used by members :and~guests. There
(p. Ingoilzd)-~- had been a useful woi’k weokend. --P.~Math~ws remarked that

cottage poorly: used during summer remedial action urged.

Tackle—master - tacisle ava labie, I COOft rope and 200ft ladder(more under
(J.Miriam) construction),, Electric cells hard to come by, hat spares

l’ad been caer~J No carbide lamps held at present.

Recorder - “by letter” -. work on the library had fallen behind. There
(J.Goddard): - ~ had. been a noticeable’ drop in number of exchange publicat

. ions ~th other clubs, - ~obably reflection on issue of

- o~ate~ial, -.- ..~- :..... .•

Any Other Business - (a) Dinner - following question from Sec. the meeting agreed
“ . . . that formal dinner a desirable feature o’f Olüb calendar.

(b) Blaclcnoor Main Shaft - discusàldn pro~pted by P.Walsh
and A.Cox led to commitee being directed to investigate our
legal responsibilities regarding dig and act as necessary.

Election of - Joan Robinson, Philip Ingold, and Brian Mee stepped down~
Officers 1 97Z/73 . . from their posts(Hon.Recorder, ~ottags Warden, and Editor

respectively) -‘grateful thanks fO±~all your effortas.
New officers elected as listed elsewhere in hewsletter.
W0Jone’s Eleot~d as Cottage Wardehbut’ had changed his mind
so Wayne H±~,cox co-opted for post until next meeting.

x
Flustered nun to Mother Suparior — ‘~i-Ioly MOther, thera’ s a case of syphilis in

the conventl”
Came the shaky reply - “Well my dear, it’ll make a change from that old

Beaujolais we’ve been getting lately”.



THE MINES 0.? BOX HILL PETER MATHEWS

Just a few mi]~es before reaching Bath along
the A4 one passes by Box Hill0 Box is celebrated, as every
train spotter knows, ~or. the Erunel Railway Tunnel constructed
by the Great Western Oom~any in 18141 with the aid of local
mining concerns.

On the sunimit of the hill the visitor will
come across the entrances to sève±~al mines. The seemingly
independent entrances. w?re, in fact, worked by seperate
companies, though; the mines will. generally be found. to link..
up underground. Miners retired from.the old quarrying firms,
inhabit most of the houses in the vicinity of the mines known
as Box Hill Village.

The Box !iiining Industry There is muäh evid.ence to
suppose that stone taken from Box was used by the Romans.
They certainly built with a stone similar to Box Grouãd Stone
but their early quarries, if they existed hen;. were long
exhausted.

The finest stone, though, could only be
reached by underground workir~gsL~expansion in the
number ,~f firms quarrying in this way took place during the
18th and 19th centuries. Because of transport costs the
the earlier firms only supplied stone. to local builders.
As transport improved and costs tell so the fame of Bath Stone
spread. Towardi the~latter half of the 19th century production
increased to 1~ million ouSt. And, .thermany small firma
protected their mutual interests with the formation of Bath
StoneFirms Ltd. By the turn of the century production had
doubled and the name expanded to The Bath and Portland. Stone
Firms Ltd. . . .~ . . .

Sadly, mining héd already.seen its golden
days here before the Great War, and, thereafter came the slow
decline. During the depressioD. the large, buthard won,
export trade was lost for evere Many . of the old mines.were
taken over by the Ministry of l)e~rce and converted for use
as stores, a role which they sG:?l serve today. It is
believed the greater part of the o~d workinga ~re takeh ovei’
for this purpose but their real axtent is unknoin.

Clift Mine was the only mine to work through
the war years. But, duriñgthe Tht~ ?401s.there was much
demand for building stone, and many of the old mines were
reopened4 The old methods were still used but could not hàpe’
to compete and so their life was fairly short. Clift Mine
itself uao& traditiona.l hand methods to the”last when its
closure w~s forced in’1969. . . . . . .

Today tne only mine still working is that
of MonJc~ ~ Park Quarry2 near Coráham~ . This mine was the only
one to be mechanised0 The Stone is cut using coal cutterà



— and taken out by conveyor belt. It produces the hadest Bath
Stone and is likely to be working for a long tiinet come.

Thb~Stone Beds The Greater Colite beds quan’ied from
the area around Bb.x lie below the Forest Marble They form a
series from 20 — 40 metres th:ck grouoed thus —

1) Upper Ragstones
ii) Fi1’e Fgeestcnes

in)’ Lower Ragstones

The Fine Freestones were the most important as
a building stone compared with the fossiliferous beds above
and below. These fossil beds could not be sawn or dressed
ea’ajiy-~ nor to such ‘a high Etandárd.- Ac~drdingiy, the
Freestones may be graded by the presence of oviform’ mflc].~sjons
— the finest stpnes... being. free om fossils.

Beds and Pro~ An interesting feature of the Freestone
beds in this area is the hard layer of hard rock covering it.
This-hard rock varids in thickness’— termed the ‘capping’ or
tcover’— i~taceountsfp the. rarity of props in BOx. Its
existence just above the buila.ing stone made propping almost
unnecessary and freestone could safely be removed from below
Every so often a free standing column about 5m square was
left to support ‘the roof. .

Then a sect’on was found to be particularly
unstable the roof was further supported by heavy round props
apbrox. (J.7m. in diameter v’there less su~~ort was needed an
unusual short angled prop, U? to a metre in length, was
wedged. hetween the sioe of’the free column and the roof.

These wooden props are begianing to deteriorate
na~Q anct are often coverec v’ith fungi There have been very
few rooffails in the mines and most. of these have been in
sections ret~uj.ring propping or else are close to entrances
and so undergo climatic cycling

The Method of WorkinR The Mines Freebtone quarrying is
a much tmore skilful business than other forms of mining. The
working face cannot be smashed up with picks or explosive
since the stone would then be useless for building In
freestone mining it is of great importance to remove only
highly finished blocks with the minimum of waste

The trpditional methoa of mining at Box is of
some interest and vrorking faces left in different stages
can be seen in various parts of the mine

The first step taken in cutting a face was to
seleàt a suitable ~wbrking area. This was then scored down
with vertical lines into three equal parts. Working at the
top of the face with a range of picks of different lengths
The miricr ‘tould cut out a slot a little over 2 metres deep
into”the face and’ üñmediately ~indèr the capping bed. He



v~ould use short handled $cks to begin this task and progress
to long handled picks which could be swung into the back of
the slot. -

When ~ufficient nom had been opened up on
‘tap. of the face so as to allow entry Of a: saw -the left ‘hand
block was saw-n free do~’. its sbdre marks~’’ A further c~’ack,’
only U.3m. deep, was then ‘dut at •the base of this block.
Wedges were then driveninto the crack ‘until the beck of the
•block,sheared.: H. : H

As it ‘is taken torn the face Bath Stohe is
corn~arativelr soft. . It may, therefore; be readily sawn into
blocks. To facilitate this the coarse saws w~re”lubricated
with waters This is a possible explanation for the wells
which can be.tound,,in variOus-parts- of the mine~ On removal
from the mine the stone. rapidly: loses moisture and hárd.èns
to .a fiz~st’ class building stone. ‘~ : Z, .

An anchorage v~as, meanwhile~- driven into~
the face of the treed block and roped up to a hand driven
craned This, wasuseci to draw the block out ontO trolleys
for removal:from: the mine~’:But,’ before it was taken,awa~i~
the block was ‘examined” for faifits such as hair line cracks’
This, was done, in the same’ manner as used for stee]L’ castings,
by’ringingt.the:block’wjth’ ahanimer.If’a flaw ~as found,:
then. the block’.,was divide d:’down into ‘smaller good b]ncks;

Perhaps it is difficult to realize the
amount of vvork involved0 A face of three blocks, about
50u cu. ft. of stone, took about a week to extract using
•suchHhandmetho,ds,”.,:,,”~..’,H’’

There” ar&’ se~éral abandoned cranes ‘in the’
mine. Curious a~’fairs’~’ they’ ôonsist Of a heavy -..ooden pillar
wedged between the floOr:.and the r~of, with’a mbvable jib
attadhe& noar”the,base:— ‘‘i’:leav’C you to see far yourself 1”

“i Methods of hauling trolleys”to1the sürf~ce
varied v•iidely’ overthe years. ‘Horse’s were used”at- first,and
sometimes su±’face:’winches, In’:the last ‘years ofClift Mine
trucks were drawn by diesel shunters

,.Usuall~r, ‘the stonewas tàken~stPaight’out’
of the mine. But, some,storte’:was’ljable to’fro~t damage ‘if
taken out whilst still ~green’. This was somewhat unusual
I’ or Bath Stone; hflt~-if there”~v~a~ any. doubt then the’ stone
would be stored in abandoned galleries near the entrance

Entrances to the Mine There were at one time a
number of ways into the mine. Though, many of these have
beensealed in’recent years.by’u the lical authorities. The,’,’
entrances are,,all,,at:the bOtton’iof”quarried depressions”and
~irobably re~resented:the interests af’different,firms.

Eabtgate Was the most imprësáive entrance
until it was filled in a few years ago. It stood at the’
bottom of a 20m. high quarried cliff and consisted of a pair



of 6a. high arches From these a gently sloping passage
led intj the depthes of the mine.

Westgate is situated in n:wood a little way
•do~iI the hill from the other-entrances. It, i~s in a slightly
uasLble conuitionbecause of frost uamage. Westgs’te is the
la±’gest entrance still ac.oessib le — after ducking ijnde~, the
bar 4 Va.. It 15:8 •gaoa. way in for there nrc a cou)le.of
‘drthie& in the entrance, passage. In -Lravelling from Weng.ate
to: the. main r~e~icSv o~ie( has,~o1 qrawl over a~ wall of deeds at
one point As ~ can never find this on the return we make
dur~ exit via Baclccioor

- Backciaor, as its name suggests, is the least
inl?ressive entrance being only about a metre high It is
hiau~n at the bottom of a cliff face behind, some tennis —

courts. Fortunately, its insignifi’c’ance::;has saVed’ it-the
fate of otner~entrances

I≤xploring~ the lYline The mine ivas systematically
exploreci. a.uring the late ‘50’s and early ~6Q s by members
o’ L’s N R.C aria Cotham S o They produced surveys basea.

,upoa a system of marked routes around the mine. These routes
‘proviQe only a bkeleton for exploring the mine for side
galleries lea’l off iii every cflrection. The marked routes1.
though, do.enable one,to’ traverse from’ one section of the
mine to anotherwith the minimum of cuff iculty Sections ~of
the..mine ècistvas.a complex maze of passages with mafle- one
obsc’u’±’è’roijte through-to the next section, and so ~rn through
t1~e~rnine. But., on the ‘whole the routes follow main roads,

.:‘:The longest~ ~ route ~in the mine, also the best
defined is the B- 12. There are a number of interesting
features on this road.. One may, for exarnple,come across
~wq~.-bu,.4t,-f rpm. stone blocks.~ It is only when you happen
:tQ,~5S~t16.30.that you ,realize~ from the rum~le ‘that the:
wall connects with the rsilw9y tunnel The wall is part of
the ventillation shaft, lpaciing to the surface Also on this
route;’one ~might find, ‘par~e&~faces Dr drawings on the rock
which~were prpbabiy the work~ of miner-s.-. ‘~

____ This is the most impressive

part of the mine, though there seems no obvious re’~son for
ité” existence. It does contribute to the air’ circulation
and may have dcveiopea. fx~om,one of the air shafts. ‘Perhaps;
an air shaft v~as uncier construction and ran into a natural
cavity or instability or maybe it was intended as a meeting
place or store The age of The Cathedral is also uncertain
l5ut it was probably hewn out before lBLgj and must have take
talen’aconsjaerable amo~nt.vf effort working only with
hana tools
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One usually enters the Cathedral from
Cathedral Passage and passes under a series of gothic arches
each increasing in size. The chamber is 20m. wide, 50m. long
and 35m. high. From the roof light streams down from two
shafts leading to the surface. In recent years The Cathedral
has been spoilt by rubbish being tipped down these handy
shutes. A worrying feature too is that the air shafts are in
the garden of a house which is partly built over the chamber.

The Working Face This interesting place can be
found by following the main railway from the end of Clift
Passage. When Clift Mine was still working one could see the
face and all the picks, saws etc. which were used. Although>
I haven~t been to this 3art of the mine since its closure I
believe that it is still much as it was: A short message was
inscribed on the face by the last miners at Box.

ooOjo..

The passages of Box Mine make a fascinating
spot for a Sunday afternoon stroll on the way back from
Somerset. One need not get too filthy wandering around its
passages which are 1~m. high and 3m. wide In the galleries
close to the entrance there is much contempary graffiti

•dauhect on the wallt~. This is less common as one gdes further
into the mine and the only writing is the calculations of
quarrymen. They were aid on a Qiece rate based u~on the
volume of stone produeeO.~ and hence the arithmetic. These
dLstant, rarely trodden roads give the visitor a strange
feeling of remoteness.

A little while ago a group on such a visit
glanced down one of the side passages and noted lights
blazing in the roof. They vvere somewhat taken aback by this
but set off to investigate. Across the nassage they passed
througn a heavy steel gate which stood ajar. Moving on a
little further they felt heavy vibrations in the air. The
sound increased as they came upon the next barrier, a huge
fan blocking the p~ssage. They bypassed this and came into
a huge gallery disappearing into the distance. They also

- met two naval personnel, covered with security badges, who
swiftly escorted them out of the to,~ security section into
which they had wandered while the door was ojen for
maintenance.

This account is b~ãed upon articles in
various~M.N.R,C and C.S S. newsletters and odd visits to
the mine.



Dfl~NER-SSTARIJIELLS.i8thMAftCH

Five members kept M.C.G. tradition alive and were requested to.move
on by the fuzz well after ‘time’ - food too much for one person who collapsed
several times oh the way to the bog - Steak Bernaise excellent and Mathews
Special ide cream recommended by all - “Your selection of the cheeseboard”
turns out to be their selection; one piece(small) of mature mousetrap — one
tables occupants appeared to lack muscle control and formed an endless chain to
the loo - singing aided and abetted by Simon and Val - consistentdrinking.

--++oo0000000000000ooo÷÷——

+ Those of you who seek for fam?, .. .

+ . While others chew their cud;
+ Grab a spade az1d make your aim , ...

+ To help dig Upper Flood! +

---++ooodoooooooooooooo÷÷—

FASTER ~T~4~) . .

A very interesting Easter was spent by club members on Mendip for a
change instead of our. traditional Yorkshire trip. The cottage was full to
capacity, all being entertained at feeding times by the culinary efforts of
John ~iacMillan and his flying popcorn~ A lot of good work was done in U.F.3.
which was irregularly dug as people’s fancy took them, and at one time so it
is said five coinmitee members were seen digging away - seems thatwhen it comes
to shovelling they’re all .in the5.r element. .

On Sunday a party of B left for South Wales(230 mile round trip) to do
a trip in O.F.D.1. Needless to say as soon as the Severn Bridge was crossed
it poured wflh rain, and enthusiasm for caving diminished with distance from
Iendipand.closenessto Penwylit. Eventually a good trip was made in two
parties to the Crystal Pool Chamber via, the streamway and back by the Escape
Route with diversions down odd places here and there.

!Phis.was a calamitous time for cars - Pete Mathews car refused to
start ‘til almost closing time - Simon thought his big-end was knocking — Phil
Ingold’s machine conyeniently. stopped dead on a steep hill near Pen-y-oae and
needed a. tow.— Don Searle’.s.cons±añt velocity joint blew apart - and the best
bit; weeâees were jammed in a queue stretching from Tyning’s Farm to Charter-
house to see the stockcar racing. . . . .:r 7

--++oooOOOOOOOOOOQQOooo++~

FORTHCOMING i~TS
A~il~nd L~NDI?, rescue practice(Longwood entrance and surface

rescue — victims apply to Bill Jones)
May 6/7 DERBYSHIRE, accommodation at the Orpheus C.C.
Spring BH,May 27 ISlE OF SKYE, camping or your own arrangements.
June 24/25 SOUTH WAIiESr Dan—yr—Ogof(aocomm. at S.W.C.C.)



SI&SONS/S1SToExcar~GE~Bi~{J~y26th JOHN MacMILLAN

&oodies; G.Smith, R.Uallington, &.Gregory, R.Norris,
D.Vosper, J.iacmillan.

Baddies; J..Miriam, Karate Bill & 3 other N.P.C.

Following a swift abseiling trip down Swinsto last Whitsun, the M.C.G.. returned
again with the N.P.C. for a Swinsto/simpsons exchange. A meeting in the Marton
Arms at the crack of noon sorted out the finer points of the trip, as well as
the guests at a wedding reception who mistook the intentiohs of ourmerry jests
and friendly waves.

Both parties reached the Turbary Road at 3.OOpm. and set about finding
the entrances. From here on we follow tke fortunes of the goodies. The first
pitch was already laddered in Swinsto but an alternative belay point was found.
The tackle was then dragged along the l000ft crawl(shades of Penyghent) to the
second pitch where we caught up with a Bradford P.C. party and arranged to leave
our tackle at the head of each pitch, The 2nd,3rd, & 4th pitches were really
delightful little wet drops leading to the two main pitches(the 6Oft one now
sports a new rawlbolt). The 7th pitch came after 450ft of passage containing
deep pools and below this the passage enlarged into a high aven with water
entering at a high level — Slit Pot, the last pitch in Simpsons.Unfortunately we were held up for an hour at Slit while Sid Peroii was

filming someone abseiling, but it was interesting to see the colours of the
limestone in the strong floodligh±s. The N.P,C. descended Slit and then
sensing that the pubs were open, scuttled out of Valley entrance at high speed,
leaving Swinsto rigged, with cries of “Bloody hell fire there’s ale ta’ be
supped”.

Slit Pot was an easy, but wet, climb of 8Oft with a squeeze at the top.
As in Swinsto the pitches are small and close together. Aven, Lake, Shuffle,
and Carol Pots were soon passed ahd the duck negotiated - care needed not to
drop tackle in the duck as it is deceptively deep both sides. Storm and Stake
Pots were climbed and from here the party began to spread out as various ways
were found of tackling the 5 Steps, which are tricky little climbs of about
lOft lacking good holds. After a 500ft crawl and many false alarms we were
once more on the surface. We left the pot at 9.OOpm. and returned to the
Marton Arms to oarry on where left off.

On Sunday J.Miriam,J.;~aciiillan, and R.Norris detackled Swinsto in
3 hours.

EXCLUSIVELY TEETOTAL - CLAIRVOYANT TOO~
Extract from Wessex Journal 5No.731559 - p217;

‘In reviewing Parkinson’s Laws for caving, Phillitas states
that;

“The Second Law refers to caving huts and states that the
activity of a caving club will be in inverse proportion to the splendour of its
caving headquarters0 Thus a club which operates in cars from an hotel cannot
hope to compete with a rival club which operates on bicycles from an abonded
caravan. ‘Ye look forward to seeing on Mendip the Ultimate Cavers Hut, with
glass doors, plush carpet in the entrance hall, internal telephones between
bedrooms, and a well manicured receptionist behind the enquiry desk. Needless
to say, the caving activities of suoh a club would be ZERO.”




