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SECRETARY Peter Nathews; 155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, #iddx.
Phone 01-841-8769
TREASURER Ron Saunders; Rylstone, 21 Rushmoor Ave,, Hazlemere, Bucks.

Phone Penn 3487
WERT SECRETARY John Haciiillan; 53 Clarendon Gardens, Ilford, Essex.

Phone({works }01-594-9321
TACKLEIASTER John Hiriam; ncw address not known

COTTAGE WARDEN Wayne Hiscox; 80 Raleigh Road, Southall, #iddx.
Phone 01-574-1836

RECORLER Gregz Smith; 131 Hagden Lane, Watford, Herts.
Phone Watford 29606
EDITOR Roger Wallington; 113 Upton Court Road, Slough, Bucks.
: Phone Slough 28699
—=—+++00000000000 0+ ++~==
WEBKLY CLUB "The Royal Oak", New Road, Brentford, Hiddx.{behind Brentford
MEETINGS Football Club ground); every Thursday night till closing time.
===+++00000000000 0+++~—-
COTTAGE Stirrup Cup, Nordrach-on-#endip, Nr. Wells, Somerset.

Accommodation for over 30 - all essential services - guests
charged at 20p per night.
Guest party bed bookings through the Cottage Warden.

=~—~+++00000000000 0+++~-—
- RESCUE : Bill Jones; 91 3t.8aviours Road, Croydon, Surrey.
WARDEN
=t ++ 00000000000 0t +4 ==
FORTHCOMING
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August 18/19.....Lancaster/Easegill with Chelsea S.S. - no
accommodation booked.
Sept. 16/17+4+...30uth Wales, Agen Allwed - staying at Whitewalls
. ranes to meet sec. by 16th August.
O0cte 7/8uc200.0..Yorkshire, Lancaster/Basegill - accommodation
at Bull Pot Farm,
Oct, 21/22.......Half Yearly mecting and Rescue Practice
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CLUB NEWS - ¢ -

P atmtod

HE'S ARRIVED ~ born to June and Pat Walsh, a young trog name of David,

-CONGRATUTATIONS ~ to John Evans who was secretely married on July 29th and is
rumoured to-be retreating into the bowels of W(h)ales; . B

"~ o7 <’also to Graham Gregory who married Karen Holland on August 4th
‘and’ was seen off with due ceremony by his mates, and will henceforth be living
near ‘Munchén Gladbach. e : ' L

THIY'VE MOVED - John Miriam has moved, I know not‘whene}. B TR
Joo o7 Te s o7 ZAbthur Cok has changed his address for the third time ina . -
year WitHOut%ao%ually'moving_- it's 3 Sheridan Court,6 Milton Road,Hanwell,W.7.

HORSE PLAY - Anne Duffell, who tried getting off a horse while it was in top
gear, is now riding a cats cradie in Ashford General Hospitak with broken leg.

CRIME REPORT STOP PRESS -~ the cottage was broken into last weekend 5/6 August
and -the contents of the meter taken. The police were informed and during the
~course of' the weekend the fuzz were seen collecting fingerprints, taking photos
of.the -scene’ of the crime, making measurements, dragging commitee members from

the Hunters, and finally réached the conclusion that we'd been robbed!

RAVE UP. -~ the half-yearly meeting OCTOBER 21st is to be planned to include
~ - .some sort of festiwities, and a strong possiblility of much booze
and vittles. There will also be a Rescue Practice the same
" -weekend - before or afier the beer remains %o be seeni

AROUND SND ABOUT - .
NATIONAL CAVING ASSOCTATION -~ the N.C.A. recently had discussions with the
Sports Couneil, and following recognition as a properly constituted body

representing caving nationally, was awarded a grant covering administration

costs: during its formative years.

B.S.A. ‘CONFERENCE ~ to be held in Sheffield 9/10 September., Laectures on
Geology, Geomoirphology, Hydrology, Agquatic subterranean animals, Cave accidemts,
"Caves and Caving” film, Cave Conservation, and the Harble Arch Cave System.
Cost'is 50p or £1.15 with proceedings. Booking forms, maps & entry form for
photo salon-available from Pete Mathews.

HELL FIRE CAVES - a competition is under way for the best photos of these
artificial grottoes at West Wycombe - first prize £200. All.entrants recieve
free colour film; closing date is 30th Sept. ‘

- 2=+ 4+000000000000000000 0+ ++=mm

QUOTE FROM GREG SHITH - "When. I was & Small BOY..s..ssseesssest




EXTRACEDINARY GENERAL, MEETING : o , _ ,_20th JULY

Héld at the "Royal Oak", Brentford at 7,30pm. under the chairmanship of Mike
Lovell - members present 17. : . )

The meeting started with a cine film by Malcolm Cotter of the work done by the
group in the Blackmoor areéa over a period of 12 years or more. .The Homs Sec,
Pete Mathews followed with a report outlining the history of Blackmcor Floocd

- Swallet(Upper Flood), &nd the circumstances which had led to the digging being
assisted by non group-members, namely Willie Stanton and his Reservoir Hole
Team (for want of a better term).

The report prompted much discussion and it was evident that the commitee, at
the time of W,Stanton's request to help in the dig, had been mis-informed on a
- number. of ‘points, and had subsequently made certain decisions without knowing
these salient facts,. L o _
The meeting highlighted the basic differences in opimion between the two
factions dlgging, i.e; the Reservoir Team want 4o expiore tha cave as it is
o SR found, in gsparate teems, and in sections of say 500ft,
o lengthyléach team being responsible for the conservation
surveying, & documentation of their particular section.
; in-contrast, the meeting, with bonvincing_solidarity,
agreed to adopt the policy formed by the comnitee, which
was that initial exploration trips should be conten-
plated as joint efforts and should continue carefully
until stopped by an insuperable physical barrier.

The idea of exploring by set distances
by different teams, using different
surveying techniques, and then trying
to co~ordinate these seems completely
impractical. ' '

. Tony Knibbs. proposed that a.3 man sub-
comnitee be appointed to 'look after'
the dig, responsible to the commitee.

.The voting was as follows ~ 9 for,

" 2 againat, 6 abstentions; so the motion

was carried by a majority and the

members of the sub-commitee elected -

i, Cotber, P.¥athews,G,Smith,

”Eﬂét Eue! ¢cq§¢Pin +ive act
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J.B.MacMillan
R.Norris ) TR
B.Terry - ). = bearded poofters. .

We decided on Saturday night to attempt the trip despite local.opindbon as-to. .
the height of the water in the streamway. A very murky Sunday morning greeted-
us as we went, to change.. The trip: staréed rather ominously; having diecovered
that a short-sighted sheep had mistaken my wet-suit bottoms for a commode, both
John and Richard kept well up-wind during the trudge to the entrance, and & °
particularly sick-looking sheep gave me a knowing look. Half an hour of aimless
wandering and the entrance presented itself. - o o '

With J.lac, leading we 1eft Griome Passege behind and séon arrived at the Aréte,
the crux to this part of the system. A sharp left-hand climb down to the head
of Salubrious, along which we splashed happily, until the passage rose at the

top of the 35ft. olimb down to the streamway. After descending, we negotiated

. the  twisting iMaypole -Inlet to the 15ft, maypole and the newly installed fixed

1adder down to the main stream. - The stream was obviously swollen with rainwater
Prom the, past week and was a boiling mass of thundering white foam which needed
a greot deal of concentration to keep ones' footing. After a few hundred feet
we decided to keep together using a waist loop. Even g0, this didn't prevent
John from being spectactularly swépt away(a habit he's FALLEN into - Ed.), and
lodged. underwater in a pothole, which gave us a nasty. shock ‘as he was carrying
our food - luckily he surfaced. E . )

Proceeding with extrems caution we still missed the turn-off for the Gredt
0xbow, and were confronted by the first of the sumps, The foam encrusbted
passage at. this point bore testament to the high water conditions, and the

Poce of water and precaricus footing persuaded us to retrace our route upstream.

Grub-break in the Oxbow; then after rejoiningnthe stream we encountered the
first of the small potholes and wished we'd brought a rope. To negotiate the
pots John and Riochard used the waist-loop to keep together, and once on the
other side they waited for me to get swept towards them and then fished me out.
Following these hazards we passed beneath the fantastic sight of the Marble
Shower series; & solid well of white water that threatened to push you into the
floor when you entered it. From here to the first river chamber was relatively
easy and so on to the Confluence. ’

With some régret we left. the stream at Flood By-pass and proceeded to Collapse
Chamber via Piccadilly and the Divers Route. From here we used a new muddy
route to Dip Sump, and thence to Hush Sump, emerging from here into Boulder
Chamber ‘where we thought to try the steeam again.  When we reached the main
stream it was' obviously suicidal to push our’ luck any further - we retraced our
steps to the chain; ascended, and took the Escape Route out. = The rest of the
trip,. apart from a lamp failure, proved uneventful and’ seemed guiet and boring-
after ‘the streamway. s : R ‘

Taken all round, it was 'a good trip, which owing to the water conditions tock -
us six nours, S A -
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Swallet digging is our recreation,
And for this we've got a reputation,
Through shifting tons of hoggin,
Cave passage miles we're loggin',
Scon we'll have our best creationi

E@l@.@l&@@@-@?@ _@_E’I‘E.PIEEE%_E@BE:

A summary of the maJor dlgs on Mendlp in whlch the M.C.G. at present retains
an actlve 1nterest : '

August Holé‘ o Fountaln Passage has been visited at some tlme by vandals
since discovery by club in 1968, '

: Oxbows - Sand Passage blasted earlier this year and work

~ continues intermittently.

~ Inferior Holestream now back to normal level

‘following period where duck was a sump - work

PR , o now proceeding. = . B
Blackmoor ~ : Shaft - nothing done recently - work to be donefln future
' . ' on capping it and re-attacking stream rift: =~

: Middle Flood Swallet - original dig in terminal chamber
temporarily abandoned due to bouncing boulders and better
prospects in Upper Flood.

: Upper Flood Swallet - following its discovery by the club;
in 1968 it has been dug fairly consistently in upper and
lower parts of the cave, being excavated in various ways
by bagging, pumping, etc.. Increased activity 1971/72
has resulted so far in doubling length of known passage, '
and immediate prospects loock good for us,

£

, Bone Hole ' : Small amount of work done this year follow1ng 1nten51ve
) © excavation in 1970/71.
Coopers Hole Nothing done on main dig for some time - but we haven t
L forgotten youl
Knapp Hill : ‘Swallet continually infilling previous efforts - further
) © ' -progress requires explosive assistance, ' :
) 'Tlmber Hole : : Excavated to previously dug 1evel - now needs bang.

Ubley Hill Pot : Entrance consolidated very recently prior to digging
in stream.

ennses———4++00000000000+++===00sueee

A_DIRTY STORY = Two tramps were ‘down on their luck and starving. Says one,"I.
know, how to get some food', and so0 saying he plcked up a horse dropping from
the, road and. walked up to the front door of a little old cottage, and’ knocked.‘
The door opéned and a por little . 0ld jady stood there. The tramp, dropping in
upturned hond,said, "“lease lady can I have some salt to go on this", The old
lady was a?hast, told him to put it down, and took him in for a meal, '
The other tramp was amazed and thought hwu'd have a go, but one better, and try
the mansion down the road, He did as his friend, and when the huge oak mansion
door opened revealing a distinguished lady in fine clothes he proffered his
outstretched hand displaying the dropping and said,”Could you spare a little
salt to go on this, lady?" The lady replied,"Oh! how disgusting, you poor man,
put it down and go round to the stables and get yourself a warm one".
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Avallnble now from your frlendly storeman Grocer erlam at glve—away prloes the

follow1ng, .

. ’ Carblde." 15p in a marvel tln or £1 00 in 121b bumper
- bargain tins.

Electrolyte : best quallty available at 20p per bottle
o sufflclent for 6 cells.

f—f+++009QOOOOOOOOooo+++-—-

Cottagﬂ 61es have bmen g01ng astray Lately and so a new set-up will be tried

using = darbon copy book. The person collecting the fees should sign against.

the teotal for the weekend, and then remove the carbon copy sheet from the bock
and prasent it to. ‘the Treasurer on Thursday meetings or by post.:
" DON'T LOSE THE CARBON PAPER "

;——+++oooOOOOOOOOOooo+++-——

GROUP_SLIDE _EQEL@QTEQTE

Pete HMathews is hoping to prepare a set of slides 111ustrat1ng all aspects of
0av1r1g9 rumbering about 150~200 and including drawings and photographs. It is
intendad for 1oan to those members giving talks.

So far the' 2ollection is about one third complete, and more slides and photos
are requlroa 11]vs+rdt1ng particularly technical subjects, fauna & flora,
surface hopography, etc. - Everyone with a camera has something of interest to
the collection, so don'? expect it to assemble itself - submit YOUR offerlngs
to the HPN. SEC, who will copy them and return them straight away.

' f?—+¥4oooOOOOOOOooo+++--—

' fﬁavken 1ﬁéy eos. ‘
o ‘ _ a8 1 re]ate to you my woes,

"I 1Sﬁ‘t much to ask you for,

'  a peragraph or two, or more,

A lengthy article expounding,

.. trips above or underground,in
'Words pro?ound and: ready wit,’
which I will carefully edit,

e—7+++000000000000o+++---
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TONGEODD SRALLET _ ' GREG SMITH

A very late review from the cob-webbed archives of the Hon. Librarian.

Browsing through forgotten files the other month I came across a letter that
was originally addressed to Hr. & Mrs, Young of Lower Farm. Written by the
Stride Bros. in 1945, it describes the initial exploration of Longwood Swallet
by them. Since this is more comprehensive than the account in Balch's book,
part of the letter is transcribed below.  But first for a look at Johnson's
treatment of the exploration of this cave in his "History of Mendip Caving".
This is best summed up by the closing paragraph; )

'The Sidcot boys wrote an account of the cave which appeared

in one of Balch's books, The British Caver, and elsewhere, but

saw fit to omit any mention of the fact that there had been a

six months' break in its exploration and that most of it was

explored by the U.B.S.S. and not the $.5,.5.S.°'

Returning to the Stride Bros. letter, the account of the exploration{written
in the third person) from where they reached the first 10ft, drop, without
tackle, redds; . - ' '
‘Retuning laden with equipment, but through force of circum-
guances, with only a small supporting party, they descended
the drop, and efter removing many perilously poised boulders,
managed to force their way within a few feet of the of the M0ft.
drop & Main Chambers; Here they halted.
Leter, seeking advice from higher authorities, they were .
advised , lest they might invoive the Sidcot lads in the dangers
of the new cave.
Tt wes a month later, in April 'L5, that the Bristol University
"' Spelaso 8oc. infermed us of their desire to descend the cave,
They meanwhile did so, & with the aid of & strong party and
adequate equipment continued from the 4Oft, drop. to the end of
7 the system. About half of the cave as we know it today,'
Most of the last paragraph does not appear in Balch's book, thus the Sidecot
boys very- honourably omitted to mention that U.B.S.5. had in fact poached.
Stride Bros, discovery! ,

Now with regard to the six month break in exploration mentioned by Johnson, was
this frow when the LOft, drop had been discovered? I doubt it for the letter
suggests a month. Wore likely the six months was from when the first rift was
entered, conditions during the winter being too severe to make fast progress.
The letter states that "In summer the stream is fanally engulfed in its bed
70yds. farther up the valley than the higher swallet. But for over eight
months of the year, the stream runs down, & is engulfed in, the lower swallet".

Since a much greater quantity of water than reaches the cave today entered the
entrance rift from the lower swallet it is not surprising that progress was
hampered. Even U.B.S8.S. had a winter lay-off in 1955, when digging for the

Back Docr entrance to upstrean August Hole.

There aie many other points indicating that Johnson was not entirely objective
when describing the history of Longwood and indeed other caves in his book,
and that perhaps too much of his information was gleaned solely from logbooks
of the U.B.S.S.
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ORI MERT  156h JULY - JOHN MacHLLLAN

4ff#¢ 'On the above date a small party of M.C.G. and
: 2 stray Cerberus descended Little Hull Pot,

Wl which lies west of Hull Pot about 200yds N.W.
e . of the shooting hut on Penyghent,

There was no water in the entrance crawl and
very little going down the first pitch. Two flakes
above the pitch served as belays and 75feet of ladders
- were threaded down, the shaft corkscrewing to the right
making it a nasty oclimb., The second pitch of 100feect was
‘immediately after the first and the belay used was a huge
pillar. A pool above the pitch can be baled to give a dry

Gescent or alternatively a dry one. Here the ladder hung
-against the wall in a huge shaft givirg a very easy and
pleasant descent. ‘

The passage after these pitches was low and wet opening
out into.a high rift which was traversed at a number of
different levels. Some of the party followed the stream
down and thus by-passed the last pitch of 50feet which was
reached by traversing at a higher level. Beyond. this
- the stream sumped, but a hole at high level was climbed
into a wide bedding plane which led back to the stréam
and to the final sump. ' ' ' ‘

The return up the 100feet pitch was found by all to be
easy. On the first pitech it was found better to tie the
tackle on the middle of the rope; and also to e¢limb on
the middle; this saved time as the tackle didn't snag up
and the rope didn't have to be thrown down after each
climber.

The trip lasted 5 hours,

-

Tackle required Ladder Lifeline Belay

1st pitch 75 f£t. 150 Pt. 2 x 10 Pt.

2nd pitch 100 ft. 210 ft. 2 x 20 Pt

3rd piteh 50 Pt. 110 ft. 2 x 20 ft.
e T i D AU
LONGWOOD -

Those taking parties down August Longwood should remember that indemnity chits
are required({blank ones in cottage library cupboard), and that there is a
charge of 12zp each to non-members per trip.

STRIKE A LIGHT
The Hon. Sec. wants to order rolls of magnesium ribbon at 50p for a 25 gram -
roll(about 3" dia, - enough for years); let him know if you want some.




_SOME_CAVES ATD SWALLE*TS OF EASTERN MENDIP : B -PiALCOLT COTIER

~in the course. of geological mapping on E. »endlp during 197Q/?1 a number of
qweJ]ets and - ‘caves were located which 1t 13 believed have not previously been
:refe red to.

The cave sloped between the floors of the upper and lower gquarry tiers, a
vert:odW distance of about 50ft., and was entirely filled with grey sand and
clay, seme of which had spilled onto the quarry floor, In this latter portion
Dave. Mli:hell found the Ammonite Procentes which gives a relatlve dating of
the. infill as Lower Jurassic - Fullers Earth rock, -

_“__:i;”frm(NGR 70934?36) . One small active swallet was located lugust '71
-marked dry valley between Park Corner & Finger Lodge and takes the

in tha s
Wuter LAHLnlng from fields to the south., Suggested name - Finger Farm Swallet.
Also on Finger Farm a dry gully near a stone building suddenly comes to an end
at NGR 71604735. 'The other end of the gully reaches a pond the ocutflow of
which has been dammed on the gully side so that the stream is diverted away to
all?or&. This was probably an active swallet in the past. In the adjoining ’
fleld is a clearly deflned shakehole NGR 71444734.

Wells Dark(NGR 70374748) August 1971. An actlve swallet, a hole in the bed '
af_%ﬁé_gﬁfeam, lokked like a recent collapse. It was p0551b1e to divert past

it the water, climb down dry, and stand on apile of rock 4ft. below stream

bed. The water vanighed in a vertical jumble in the north of the hole that

was too constricted to follow. Suggested name - Hale Combe Swallet,

'@gl}§(NGR 724?&966) August 1974. This swallet, located by the sound of
falling water, is remarkable because it does not occurr in Carboniferous but
in Inferior Bolitic Limestone. This limestone lies on Conglomerate and the

main cave probably. lies in the latter, -Suggested mame - Quarr Close Swallet,
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Hore details of caves and swallets in next journal,
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: 21 Rushmoor Avé., Hazlemere, High Wycombe, Bucks.
: postage; postage and packing charged at following rates;

; Surveys are dispatched folded; if reguired unfolded a further 10p must be

for 1 sUrvey.ceeirsocescaconss

xiy?";;g The following surveys are available thro' :
the ¥.C.G., from Miss H,P.Saunders,Rylstone,:

Prices quoted are less :

o

2 SUPVeYSescessesenennens 73D

300 L siiccrnescioccncan
5 0P 6 tvveesoncnnncnnacs
T t0 10 tiiennrnnsnnnnene
OVer 10 esiecvoavsnonssnaces

10
15p
17%p

: enclosed to cover the cost of tube and extra postage.

; SURVEYS AVAILABILE

Caves of Cheddar Gorge
Cooper's Hole
Balch Cavern - 2 sheets
Brown's Hole
Eastwater Cavern - sheet 1
sheet 2
Goatchurch Cavern
Lamb Leer Cavern
Longwood/August - sheet 1 plan
sheet 2 upper sreies
sheet 3 sections
Pinetree Pot
Read's GCavern
St. Cuthbert's Swallet - plan and addendum
sections

sheet 4 small scale plan 1970

Shatter Cave

Stoke Lane Slocker
Swildons'

Pate Hole

Quaking House
Ubley hill Pot

: ALSO AVATLABIE

#.C.Gs Journal 1967 - contents include :- Caving in Malaya, The
etymology of Central Hendip, Notes on Limestone

35p
20p
40p
i0p
25p
25p
15p
20p
35p
15p
20p
20p
10p
25p
20p
17p
17p
30p
30p
15p
15p
15p

Cost ~ 25p + 5p postage and packing.

Geological columns

Caves of ¥endip(old edition)

Caves of Derbyshire

Caves of Wales and the Marches

The Speleologist: October/November 1966
December/January 1967
Spring 1967
V0l.3/N0.20 Winter 1969

10p each

35p inelu

50p
65p
15p
15p

ding p & p
"
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