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COMMITIEE - -

SECRETARY Peter Mathews; 155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Middx,
. Phone 01-841-8769
TREASURER Ron Saunders; Rylstone, 21 Rushmo6r Ave., Hazlemere, Bucks,

Phone Penn 3,87
MEET SECRETARY John Macmillan; 53 Clarendon Gardens, Ilford, Essex.

Phone(works) 01-594-9321
COTTAGE WARDEN Wayne Hiscox; 80 Raleigh Road, Southall, Middx.

Phone O01-574~1836
TACKTEMASTER  John Miriam; Glenville, Wheelerstone Lane, Whitley,

Phone Wormley Oh2 879 2981

RECORDER Greg Smith; 131 Hagden Lane, Watford, Herts.
Phone Watford 29606
EDITOR Bryan Pittman; 43 Hamilton Road, Feltham, Middxz.

Phone 01-890-~-2768

WEEKLY CLUB "The Royal Osk", New Road, Brentford, Middx. (Behind
MEETINGS Brentford Football Club Ground) every Thursday night
till ejeoted.

GOTTAGE Stirrup Cup, Nordrach-on-¥endip, Nr. Wells, Somerset,
Accommodation for over 30 - all essential services -~ guests
charged at 20p per night ( or 20p dayfee ).

Guest party booking through the Cottage Warden.
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RESCUE WARDEN Bill Jones; 91 St Saviours Road, Croydon, Surrey.
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MENDIP CAVING GROUD JULY 1975 NEWSIETTRE No.100

100TH EDITION

Well here it is at lasti The 100th Newsletter is out. In side s
reprint of Newsletter Nol ja.to be found as well as some extracts from
other past numbers highlighting important events in the M.G.G.'s
ninteen years existance. o

Govenant F brms

~About a year ago the Group tried to 'interes'-b nembers in paying
their annual subscriptions by covenant, We met with litkle interest. One

of the conditions of the covenent is that you should sign and seal etc. to
‘pay for a periiod of 7 years. Very few members seemed to like the idea of
conmitting themselves to such a long period; and so the idea was dropped.

Recentljr thé'; cgmmittée' have learned that the 7 yeaf;-é.greement ’

which must be signed , sealed and delivered by the momber is -not binding,

The covenant may be terminated by mutuak agreement at any time with no
loss of benifit. = = . y : S

To ref‘resh"yoﬁr 'membriés. If you pay your sub “by covenant, the club
may claim back tax from the Inland Revemue, This could smount to £:0,50
a year's You like paying Income Tax? No; well here's your chance to get
some back. ' '

There is no, excuse for -every tax paying member not. to complete
the enclosed form.and return it as sovon as possible, Please just sign
and witness it leaving dates eto. blank, :

Pailure to complete the form will warrent the enforoing of
Bule 11(f) .... "the Becretary will be empowered to deliver a swift =
boot up the backside of all idle buggers as he deems fit", =

Parking Of Priddy Green '{"

' Concerned about the central green being churned up by cars,the
Priddy Parish Council have asked cavers' cooperation in parking on
the side greens or at the top green in front of the church. :

Heard about the guy who a‘bﬁe‘ 30 packets of cornflakes and d:-_ed

. of sunstque?

Field and Trek (Equif)itdent) ILtd

25 Rings Road ., Brdntwood , Essex, Offer ocamping equipment ,
eclimbing end some ocaving equipment at 'rock bottom ! prices. Better than
~this they offer 20% . off on orders over £20, to M.C,G, membersg. .is te
prices about 5% cheaper than Y.H,A. Catalogue from Johnny Mac, or Mail
Order, = | _ ; : N o ' , '



N.G.A.

THe No.C.A. have compildd a dbooklet listing suppll.ers of caving .
equipment and materials. Only fairly well known sources seem ‘bo be listede
Cop:.es W:Lth John Miriam eand in the lerary -

DigZy D:ngx

Diggers at Upper Flood should be on their guard for bad aire It
is not certain if this comes from gas pockets under the mud, in which
case it is probably carbon dioxide. Altermatively residue bang fumes compris
ing oxides of nitrogen may 'be respos:r.bihe. Ventlla‘c:.an is hkely 'I:o be worse

u nder dry cond.:.t:n.ons. .

A recent team oollapsed almost completely after work::i.ng in
apparently olear air for only half an hour. The effects  were quite sudden

oo conpletely £it to flat out in'a couple of minutes. First symptons

were tiredness, inability to stand , dizzyness and loss. of fision, The

pulse 'rate was also very high, ‘bhls was a,ccompan:Led by a 'bhrobblng head
and’ nausea.. ’ . _ ) o

So far dincidents of bad air have been relatively rare. It isv-Xi
obvious though that no one sheuld work in the ocave alone » and: especially

dnc the ‘ehd ‘canal. You have been Warnedo o

. Access %0 G.B.

- After some struggle and much argument the G-roup; along with the
other Charterhouse C.C. members is to have ti's own G,.B. Cavern keye .
This will be held by John MacMillan and will be available to _nembers and
guests on any weekend. Pariies comprising not 'more than’ six persons
must hold C. C.Ce permlts apd use electrlc lighting,

The Tree: Men 0f Meregill {May 12th)

"350 ft of ladder & 700ft of lifeline is a bloody. riddinulous
between S.Be and ourselves! cried Johm as he sank down outside Litils- Meregill
Never-the-less, 20 minutes later the tiny entrance had swallowed all, Swwm
a 40ft piteh, into the main streamway to the head of the second pitch. A
year earlier we had ebandond a trip here and this one looked like going
the same way, when S.B's. carbide lamp was’ extinguished for good by copiocus
amounts ofwater falling down the pitch. Tuckily, there were plenty of

‘sloping ledges ; so we carry on, down another 75 footer then 100footer.

Both were very wet, but broken by similar ledges. Thence followed a
longish stream passage interupted only by a couple of small pitches
easily passable without teckle. Soon we were forced to crawl, first on
hands &knees, then lower as the roof and water came near to meeting., Here .

-

‘we about turned -and shot out , déladdering very quickly,-up.to the entrahce

- pitch, where it took £ hour ’co remove all the tackle. (. On the previous trip

we exited less strenuously, through the Mere sump. on-a line laid by our

o Wanka Wicks. Unfortunately this has now vanished) Neadless to say it

2

did not take long before our greedy hands were clutching well earned
pints in the Marten
. . S.B‘.




The First Caving Visit

Do you remember your first trip underground? Also the excitement
of later trips. I dort know if you are like me and bore your collegues at
work stiff by recounting your hours under Mendip or elsewhere. ‘

Hewever, my reminiscences could n't have been that un~interesting,
as it has resulted in a party of five non cavers eoming down to Mendip
for a days trip to see for themselves the horrors {or beauties, which
ever way the feeling takes them) of Goatechurch and Swildens. My choice of
these two caves was to give an insight into the dry and wet aspect of
caving. :

The time finally arrived#, and unfortunately it was raining, so
my guests were not fully able to appreciate the glory of the Mendips.
We changed in the car park at Burrington and set off to Goatchurch, which
we entered at 10.30. I was wabching their faces with seme interest as '
iyou may imagine, but all T noted at the time was a look of apprehensive
eagerness. The big laugh came when we had completed the large top chamber
and arrived at what to my guests looked like a tiny hole on the left hand’
side. "It's down there" I chortled happily and at once saw the mild appre-
hension turn to fear. "I thought it was straight on" said one- sald one
hopefully, trying to avoid the little hole. 0ff we went down the 1little hole
with many grunts and groanscgf "how do T get down there", or what seems
%0 be the favourite comment "do we come back this way?" We arrived at the
Boulder Chamber where we had our first minor accident, one of the torches
gave up the ghost, so T had to retrase my steps to the entrance, where a
torch had been left. My guests during this time were left to there owmn
devices in the Boulder Chamber with strict instructions to have alook
round but nit to go dowm any holes,

Upon my return we had a slight break to allaw me ( I must aGnit)
+o cool down before proceeding down over the Goffin Iip and on down to the
delight of delights The Draina Hers there were some white faces as I explained
that T would go through with the largest member of the party, Just incase.
This was my hour, I must have masochistic tendencies. To see my collegue
in a most umisual attitude struggling through with red face complaining
bitterly that he was stuck. I relented though and gave words of encourisgement
and he finally emerged into the chamber, The -others were then invited &n
join us, the relief on their innocent faces was a picture as they emerged.
This was quickly shattered when +01d that there was no other way out,
and there was no thing for it but to betrace their steps.

The waist length was found to be very acceptable over the top
of the Coffin Lid, but the rest of the retumm trip , and exit through
the Tradesmans Entrance was smartly negoetiated. The. time then being
12.30. & welcome break was had at the cottage at this stage where lunch
was devoured with some gusto I would add,




14.00, hrs, found us on Priddy Green where the goodw111 fee
was handed -in-at the farm, followed Dy the trudge over the fields. Here
it was noticed that nearly everybody but them was adourned in a wetsuits
T pointed out to them that it wouldn't be ms bad as they thought, as I
had a Wetsult and wouldn't feel a thing,

The en’crance was a picture to see, the innocents were all standing
round chatting, whilst I charged awd ignited the carbides, then like the
ghost of Jaoch Marley I stood and poimted to the hole. "Down there! T said
smilimgly at which they all laughed and said "your Joking", to which rema.rk
T s1id into the hole and said "follow me", ,

We all trundlecl 'Lhrough fairly happlly whilst I admonlshed 'them .
to stay dry as leng as they could, It was at the Ietter Box that I nearly
had my first revolt, As is usual in Swildon s there is a delay here
whilst we waited for a party of six tired cavers to cluteh and crawl
their wa~ up. This is always bad for a non ocaver to see as it is inclined
to 3tir the emotions somewhat, So T was ready for the remark when it came,
" T doi't want to go down: there", Fortu.na‘bely the panic did not spread ’
and T said "don't worry its a lot easier than it looks". TIts going dowm s
We continued down with dire  warnings not to lay too close to the left
edge where they would fall into the Lavatory Pan. A little further on we
care to the .01d Forty and although there wasn!'t much water going over,
there was too much for begimmers to. do with out a rope. So the old walst
length was again called into-serviece, using yours truly as the belay :
sat in the pot with feet firmly wedged onto the walls., The first- memh"r of
the party clambered over and asked. what he should do " Oh just grab
rope and turn round to face me and climb down". I knew now what a p] ug
feels like as.it Is yanked out of the bath as this person mus’c be a gasd
Tifteen stone, and he was swinging about on the emd of the rope like &
kid playing Tarzan, However, the strain finally eased as thergras a bit .
of a grunt and a cr;y: "T'm dowa", The rest followed in similar fashion,

From then on ofcourse the way is easy, and so I was able to nrizt
out the various sights including the pressure fault whioch if loocked ot
clesely is very impressive, We went down as far as the '_F’Wen‘ty where wa v sled
for a while, WA:tching the efforts of people going down and up the ladis: ‘
The return was made by the Long Dry Way , and I must admit +that I had ‘o
rack my brains a' bit to find the right way as I had only been that way
once before, and then going the-other way. I understand ,from later ‘
comments that it -is rather umerving when the so called leader has to
say "Hang on a minute while £ have a leok up here", Stild daylight was
finally sighted and a very happy but tired bunch of oavers returned to
the surface, . .

The cot‘tage was again invaded ,where the ceremony of the caver's
bath was performed to be followed by: scoff, i,e, anything which could be’
fied” was;.and ea.ten with gusto and quhed d.own with cups of iea.




The final cure for a days caving is of course carried out with out much
ceremonial at establishments simijar. to The New Inn where the process
of replao::.ng as gquickly as possible, all the ligquid which has been lost
during the course of an energetic day, .

As a final footnote, T am glad to say. that my guests are not ,
put off and infact are even very qmetly te,lk:.ng, ou‘b of my earshot they .
arsé th:r.nk:.ng of go:Lng down. agaln. . '

Eftio Dcwlex‘
If you. castrated a. glow worm would it be dellghted‘? ’

Prussn.c:l.ng

The club is prepared to pay half the oost of personal Pruss:l.olng
Ropes purchased by members, ﬂowever the MeCoGe will not be purohﬂs:mg '

any for general olub use §s J.-'f:. is considered that _they- should. 7_b‘e__'personai"

propertys

Members' Weekends

.- . . . 3

. The first Weekend in every month 1S reserved for ‘members only
at the cottags. So if you find the cottage crowded with guest bookings
and it is difficult to ge’c a bed. then we suggest you try a Members ‘."ee lfend.

Membershlp S R IR - f‘ s :-

Robert Penn of High Wycombe has been accepted as a Pro‘baun ry‘
Member,
Jan & Penelope Bra.mble now live a't L;. Kekdwybhe Dm.ve ,Ke.dey Lhe
- Windermere, Westmoreland
and have been also a.ooepted for Brobationary "&embersh:.p S

Brian Terry has now ’oeen accepted as a Full Member, 7:?

Congratulations

, The M.C.G. whishes to congratulate Roger Walllngton a.nd Pat Pu,.ld.lnk
who are getting married on 15th September,

Also congratulations go'to John Puddink and Janet Blookmam who are
gett:n.ng married on July 111:h

Tnoidentally, Roger has 31_.,1: turned down the offer of e. oheap
tent,. Beoause (h:.s words ) "It Won sleep three'" We will say no more. .

A ohap Walks :m“to Bur’cons and says s
* Can I try that suit oén in -the W;Lndow"f‘ ", ' ' '
* No you dirty sw:l.ne, try :Lt on. 1n ‘the ohanglng Toom llke every'body
else. " . ‘ ,




EXTRACTS FROM:=
DECEMEER 1Ath/15th 1968,

Behold"! Tt came 6 pass that . on’ the fourteenth and. fifteenth ‘dys, of,

the month of December, there was to be a great gathering of the Great-:

Tribe who call themselves Mendip Troglodytes. And this gathering had

been foretold even unto all the sons and daughters of that tribe by the
papyrus of the Scribe of Meets and by that papyrus of the Seribe of ‘
Editions. Yea, even the noticetablet at the place of .weekly compunion was
thus inscribed. T N o

Thus it was written that on the fourteenth day of the month of
December a geeat Practice Rescue ‘would:take places For.it oft happened _ :
in those days that of so many Troglodytes as ventured as ventured into . L
Darkness.this same Darknesd did suite one or another of them.. ind even
as it smote more mightily the novice Troglodyte yet it spared not he
who was versed into the ways of an elder of that tribe. Thus it was meet
that the more of this tribe that knew the ways of salvation from such -
perverse chatisement the more joyous would be their knowledge of Darkness
. and their passage therein, = Cee T R

.- And it was also.written that on the fifteenth day of the mouth of a

December would take place a great pilgrimmage unto ¢.B. Cave which i& - °
an amazement unto Troglodytes, and likewise also a pilgrimmage unto .. . :
Lamb Leer, mined of our forefathers.

Thus there appeared, on the fourteenth day, an elder of that tvide
and' he came nigh .unto that place where the tribe should foregethara Yeu } g
he took even his bed and his manna unto thé ritual dwelling place of
Tribe. But Lo } Cbmihg}nigh unto the portal of that dwelling a great.
truth was desoended upon him: Entering through that portal he behell
neither Troglodyte nor image thereofs Yea ! Not even  the lowly mecuaw
bestired himself in'that cold place., And his eyes were mocked of &l

inseription ; Home for Retired Cavers, . SRR

_ And it came to pass that this elder, being alone in . the wilderueas
did.go forth from that place and did raise his voice unto Heaven in: - -
sorrow, and did vend his.garments in anguish thereat. . T o

And o1 thesmbrrow-it came to pass in a likeé manner_and'hdt one
of' those Troglodytes did ventur'e forth unto that place of Judgement
to go forth with that downcast elder. Therefor unvisited and unblest were. .

these shrines of G.B. Cave and Lamb Leer, and their passages echoed not

to the merriment of the Troglodyte multitude. And it occured unte this u
elder that surely the goodly name and ‘great. traditions of this aceursed . :
tribe of lendip Troglodytes did deserve some better act., @ - e : ]

: 0, Y& brethren of pseudo Mendip Troglodytes, heed ye not that = .. - |
which is written of the Scribe of Meets? Neither understood ye the
papyrus of the Seribe of Editions? Nor do ye peruse the noticetablet?

Wherefore have ye so slight regard of purpose for which the tribe was
ordained ?




- - .0, thrice-stuffed tribe ‘#' oglodytes, extract thy palsied digits,
cause thy undergarments -to be eavenward.s, arise from thy posteriors

and become once more that much-vaunted brotherhood of Darkness as it

was told in ancient times. Cast not the mote out of “thine elders eye afore
cq.sting the motes out of thine own.

T. Knibbse

‘ MershamMine‘, Redhill Re‘visitea.‘ '

"It provn.des a ea,sual and :Lnterest:mg two hours exploratlon, mostl,y

Walk:l.ng...... ‘

We entered the mine through a oolla.pse in the roof followed by
a short crawl over some of the rubble. From then on the progress was as: .
_rap:l.d a.s a bent posture would permit."

That's what T wrote in Newsletter 78 September/ Oe‘bober 1969.
_We returned to the mine on 1st April 1973 and oons:.derlng what we found
- theé d.a.'be was not J.napproprlate.

A great scar ran ‘along - one ‘side of the valley s.bove the mine -
thousands of tons of spoil had been deposibed for the. foundation of the
néw motorway; the oolla.pse in the roof was now a pit twen‘by feet deep
and twenty feet square which we descended by a springy wooden ladders
Just below the lip of the pit the end of a large bore concrete pit
projeoted to dlscharge flood. water :Lnto the p:Lt and so into thepine

_ workings. T

: From -the 'bottom of the plt two pa.ssa.ges led off 1n oppos:.te
‘-dJ.rect:Lons ~ we chose the norﬁ-rwesterly one, A s‘boop:.ng walk of 20 -

- yards or so brought us to.a pile of rubbish erd down on all fours, at
the top of the bank Wwas an obvious crawl which did not descenfl the opposite
side of the bank but went on gradually decreasing in size untill it was
too amall to follow, sp we turned around and weut back to: the passage.
We tried e branch passage only to find the roof coming down to clear
water whioh flooded the passage; back again; we tried anathor rassage
and another and another. Each in turn started promisingly but the weuuwis
was always the same, either the rock face at the end of a short work:mg
passage Or more ru‘oble, a crawl and then too tight to go one '

After an hour we deelaed. we were not going to penetrate fmrrther
into the mine from the pit so we cl:n.mbed out and turned eastwards
to a.nother entrance.

Thls second entrance s ebout the size of a badger s set end in
a natural p051t10n under and through the roots of a tree. On the other’

. side of the tree a vertical hole about 10 feet deep had been dug b0 join
the tree root. entrance., This took a sharp turn to the left and vanlahed.

- ot first , turned to the left on odux backs, doen a confined
tube about ‘8 feet long and then to a squeeze - it was not necessary to take
a8 deep breath in order to jam. Howeéver after some pushlng and gruntlng
we all got through and into a small chamber in whlch drled
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- We went down feet. first, turned -to the lef't -on.ou backs, down a

cg;ﬁfii:e’d tube about 8 feet long and then a squeeze - it'was not necessary

to take & .deep breath in order to- jam,.However: after some pushing ‘and

.. grunting We all gob, through -and into. a-small chamber.in which ‘dried .

i

Brass. was. scattered around. Was it a-badgen's-séb? I don't!kriow, Ti- one
part of ‘the mine we found some rotting matter on which fungus was
growing, but we could not tell neither what it was , or what it had been.
We tried one main passage ruming roughly Bast/west with branch
passages. The ultimate result was, however, much the same as before s
slighlty longer walks with crawls butb always blockages, or the .end of the
workings after only a short distance.’Theé-most noticdble features as
contrasted with our previous visit were the number of times to orawl
to pass from one passage to another and the vast amount of spoil and
rubble which blocked the workings, It had not apperently falleén from
thBe roof nor did it appear to be a collapse of the miners'walls behind
which the spoil had been dunped, nor was ‘it the' groutings which we were

-~ told had-been poured into the workings at 10 foot intervals along the

motorway. Certainly blocks and fldkes Had fallen from the above, but the
menner of their presence was reasonably obvious. ' ]

Lo APter -spending another hour and a half we re-ic ergé&”through
the badger's hole (?), their was no otHer way. This squeeze sesmed easier
going up, even with an ammo box being pushed in front,

. If you want to see a Hearthstone mine T _gug'gest you g6 now
becase if deterioration continues at the same pace for the next 3L years
you:'11 not- get in at all.. Tt : ‘ .

- Our party - Arthur and Pete Spain with their friend Jim,
Ron and Roger Saunders with Roger 's friend Benedict Watrigant d'Alinval

(that's a difficult to roll of the tongue, at the first attemptd. She

told us that their is a cdve in France named Benedict which she discovered.
She ‘also told us that she had slept inh caves from choice,. not because she
was fourth in a family of ‘nines” = . - N N

- I
i o

" ""Ron Saunders.

‘Have you heard about the German Hairdﬁeésér-called Herr Kutt?

Gottage Warming Party (Extract from Cottage Log 1655.59.)

At Whitsun 1959 a party was held at the Charterhouse Gottage™ .
to commemerate it's completion.. Bweiryone arrived either Friday night or
dujfing Saturday. The members of Liverpool University went caving into
Longwoods David & Richard collscted the food from Priddy 3tores. Tony fetched

Margeret har sister-and her friend Jean, The rest of us oleared and tidied
“the Cottage. The floors in the middle and end rooms were scrubbed. The beer
_"é',nd:'cider were. tapped. A large force was collected together and mas set to
- work under Malcolm's leadership on. the:.construction of the' other front wall




- “j.

and which was completed. Jean oleared the front with a homemade rake
supplied by Mr Fry. Bob organised the clearing of the bricks ete. from
the front of the cottage.

Anm lead the girls in the organisation of the food into semiwiches
etcs By 4400 pm this had been completed and Margaret decorated the
cottage with lilac and tulips she had brought and Beech leaves. Only the
ham and sausage had not been prepared.

Guests at the Party. The Marquess of Bath, Marchioness of Bath
ahd two children , Mr Fry, Mrs Speed, Alfis Collins and wife s, Mr and
Mrs Opemshaw, Tony Settering, Mr and ¥rs. Ryder , Mr and Mrs Glover .
Two reps from:Bristol Gollege of Techn6logy, two reps from Liverpool
University.lr and drs.Belwedl.arrived in the afternoon but left. carly.

- "l S T : S
All semmed- t6 be very impressed with the cottage and papty.
Nalcolm made up some punchuwith,BElderberry Wine, Gin, Scrumpy, Orange
and Lemon squashe. A highly potent but much enjoyed.,

r e The ¥arquis and family, seemgdeto,enjoy. themselves and left

gomplete with some tadpoles from Chartserhouse pool for the aquarium

gt warminster. . .. .. RS T _ L
Al" . . (.). , .

The party broke up at midnight when most people drifted home

or to bed.

-
T .





