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COMMflT~

SECRETARY Peter Mathews; 155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Middz.
Phone 01—84-1—8769

TREASURER Ron Saunders; Rylatone, 21 Rushmoor Aye, Hazlemere,Bucks.
Phone Penn 34-87

}~T SECRETARY John Macmillan; 53 Clarendon Gardens, Uford, Essex.
Phone(work) 01 —594-—9321

COTTAGE WARDEN Wayne Hiscox; 80 Raleigh Road, Southail, Middx~
Phone 01—574--1836

TACKLEMAW~1R John Miriam; Qlenvi].le, Wheeler lane, Wit).ey, Surrey.
Phone Wormley (04-2) 2981

RECORDER Greg Smith; l3l~ Hagden lane, Watford, Herbs.
Phone Watford 29606

EDITOR Bryan Pittman; 4-3 Hamilton Road, Feltham, Middlesex.
Phone 01—890—2768

WEEIU~Y CLUB “The Royal Oak”, New Road, Brentford, Middlesex.(Behind
MEETflIGS Brentford Football Club Ground,) every Thursday night

till ejeoted.

+4+

COTTAGE Stirrup Cup, Nordrach—on-Mendip, Nr. Weils, Somerset.
Accommodation for over 30 — all essential services — guests
charged at 20p per night ( or 20p dayfee ).
Cuest party booking through the Cottage Warden.

RESCUE WARDEN Bill Jones; 91 St Saviours Road, Croydon, Surrey.
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Nr~trtClub CottageL

Negotiations and planning for the New Club Cottage have now reached
a ordo±fl~stsgó. Cottage plans are now being drawn up, and ~ site purchase
is under negotiation at the present timeL It is possible that we might be in
the new cottage by the end of next year.

It is expected that an E.G.M. win be caned in mid November to
discuss the financial andz struôtual aepe&ts of building the new cottage. Both
will require a great effort from all our members when construction startae.~
Most caving activity will have to be sacrificed to cottage building next year
if our aims are to be fu:lfillAd.::*ith speed and efficiency, and thus putting
the club on a more secure and permanent footing0 So be ready to divei~t all your
energy from caving to cottage building soon. Pete Mathews has produced a
questionare which will be distributed with this newsletter, regarding opinicns
held by yourselves about fund raising. It would be appreciated if they could
be answered and returned as soon as possible~

M.C,G, Journal

The next Club Journal should now be published by Christmas..Most of
the material is being printed at the moment.

Membership

It has been reported that Greg Smith could not be trusted to go out
alone with a donkey on Ghar Parau

John Mirriam has retired from the Bottle Game, having received an
und.isplaced, spirElled fracture of the fourth metacarpal (right). Bust his
hand.

Congratulations to Pat and Tony Ingold on the birth of their son
~A1exander on 24th August.

David Weldon has been accepted as a Probationary Member of the LC.G.

Corks Required

John Miriam requires all the corks that he can get for sealing
ladder rungs. They can be any size or condition, so if you have any wine with
your dinner for instance sa~e the ccrks thad gflve theth to John.

Maner Farm I-las Gone

It has been reported that at least 2000ft of passage has been discovered
in Manor Farm Dig. The passages of which are like Sludge Pit.

G • B.

bn entrance has appeared aboue the Gorge in G.B. cavern.

Stoke lane

A gate has now been put on the entrance to Stoke lane Slocker.
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Qualcing Pot

Quaking Pot Ingleborough, has now been ctended by 500ft.

Prbtiistoric Cave Paintings

- Prehistoric cave paintings have been discovered in caves iàeer:Burgos
Spain. The. paintings are in the C-uarena caves north of the town amd show represent
ations of wild animals and symbols.

MJLO. Call—Out Procedure

• Certain changes have been made in call-out following re—organization
of Local Government and Police districts.

Cavers requiring M.R.O. services should.go to the nearest telephone
dial 999 and ask for CAVE RESCUE VIL. WELLS POLICE duringDAflhlAE and FROME
POLICE during NIGHTS. Informants must stay at the phone until contacted by
an.M.R.O. Warden.

The Top Twenty

The International Union of Speleology give the following lists for the
World’s longest and deepest caves. Theselists are provisional and will be
presented and amended at the International Congress for Speleology in Olomouc
Septembe~ 1973.

The Deepest Caves

1. Gouffre de la Pierre Saint liartin, (Pyrenees) France/Spain. . 136Cm.
2. Gouffre Berger, Vercors, France. 1141m
3. Chorum des Aiguilles, Hautes—Alpes, Frahee. 980m
4. Gouffre Cambou, Pyrenees, France. . - 935m
5. Abisso Michele Gortani, Friaul, Italy. 92Cm
6. Réseau Felix Trombe, Pyrenees, France. 9lOm
7. Spluga della Preta, Veronese Alps, Italy. . 88Gm
8. Garma Giaga—$umidero de Cailagua, Northern Spain. 868m
9. Gruberhorxjhöhle, :Hoher Goell, Austria . 854m
10. C-rotta del Monte Cuoco, Umbria, Apennines, Italy. . . 826m
11. Hoe].loch, Muotatal, Switzerland 8OPm
12. Antro del Corchia, Tuscany,Apennines, Italy. 8O5m
13. Puits Criska, Masaif du Grand Som, France. 78Cm
14. Sniezna Cave, Tatras, Poland. . 772m
15. Sima de la Fern Bianca, Santander, Spain 745m
16. Lamprechtsofen, Weissbach bei Lofer,- Austria •74Cm -

i6~,. Abisso Enrico Davanzo, Friaul, Italy 735m
17. Char Parau, Kuh-i-Parau, Iran. 732m
18. Gouffre Georges, hriége, Pyrenees, France. 726m
19. Complesso di Piaggia Bella, Piemont Italy 689m
20. Puits Francis, There, France. 688m

The Longest Caves

1. Flint Ridge-Mammoth Cave, Kentucky, U.S.A. 233.3km
2. Hoellooh, Muotatal, Switzerland 119km
3. Optimistic Cave, Podolien, U.S.S.R. 92km
4. Ozernaja Petzera, Podolien, U.S.S.R.- 65km
5. Greenbrier Organ Cave, West Virginia, U.S.A. 55km
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5a. Jewel Cave, South Dakota, U.S.A. 49km
6. Ojo Giiarena, Spain. ca.48km
7. Eisriesenwelt, Tennengebirge, Austria.
8. Blue Spring Cave, Indiana, U.S.A. 30.4km
9. Tantamoehle, Hagengebarge, Austria. 28,7km
10. Dachsteinmammuthoeh].e, Dachstein, Austria. 2599km
11 • R~seau de la Dent de Crolles, There, France0 25.7km.
12. Ogof Ffynnon Ddu, South Wales. 25km
12a. Sloan’s V’?]ey Cave, Kentucky, U.S.A. 241cm
13. Lanöaster- Easegifl System Yorkshire 23.3km
14. Baradla-Domica, Hungary/Czechoslovakia 23.1km
15. Butler Cave, Sinking.Creek, Virginia, U.S.A. 23km

BMTCHH

In 184-6 a ~erman born, Swiss chemist named Christian Friebiel Schbn
bein, spifled a mixture of nitric and su].phuricacid in his kitchen, (where. he
was forbidden to experiment.) In his wife’s absence having done just that,he
proceeded to wipe up the mess with her apt’oh~ The story continues that when
he hung the apron over the fire to dry, it went poof, leaving nothing behind.

Sohthabein recognized the possibilities at once~ as can be realized
from the name he gave the compound,the English translation of which is ‘Guncotton’
(Also cal].ed Nitrocellulose) ,Sh6nbea.n peddled the recipe to several governments.
Ordinary gunpowder was so smoky that it blackened the gunners, fouled the cannon,
so that it had to be swabbed after every shot, and raised such a pail of smoke
that after the first shots battles had to fought by dead reckoning. War Offices
therefore leaped at the chance to use an explosive which was not only more
powerful but :aokeless as wellL Factories for the manufactnre of ~uncotton
began to f3prit~gup, and plow up almost as fast. ~uncotton was too eager an
explosiv9, it wouldn’t wait for the cannon~ By the early 1860’s the abortive
guncottom boom was over, figuratively as well as literally.

Later, however, methods were discoveredfor removing the smail
quantities . of impurities that encouraged guncotton to explode prematurn~1y.
It then became .reasonably safe to handle. It was mthxed with Nitrogiycerine, and
Vaseline were added to the mixture so that it could, bemade into cords, hence
Cordite. That finally was what emerged as a useful smokeless explosive.

Nitroglycerine was discovered in the same year as (~uncotton. An Italian
chemist, Ascanio Sobrerotreated glyerol with a mixture of nitric acid and
sulphuric acid and soon realised he had something when he nearly killed himself
in the explosion that followed. Sobrero, Jacking Sch5nbeun’ s promotional impulses
felt nitroglycerine to be too dangerous a substance to deal with. Although he
suppressed information about it, but within ten years a Swedish family, the
Nobels, took to manufacturing it as a’blasting oil’Cor use in miffing and
construction work. After a series of accidents, ohe of which took the life of
a member of the family, Alfred Bernhard Nobel, brother of the victim, discovered
a method of mixing nitroglycerine with an absorbent earth called ‘bieselguhr’.
A stick of this impregnated earth could be dropped, hammered, and even burnt
without explosion. When set off by a preoussion cap however, it displayed all
the shattering force of Nitroglycerine.

TheEei-~ynamite’ sticks eventuafly made it possible to carve roads,
railways, and dams cut of rock at a rate unprecedented in history. Dynamite,
and the other explosives that the~ lonely and unpopular Nobel discovered, made
him a millionare.Against his humanita~ .. will he found he was regarded as a
‘Merchant of Peath’ • ~?hen he died in 1.896, he left a ftM out of whioh the
famous Nobel Prices were to be granted each year in five fields; Chemistry,
Physics, Physiology, Literature, and Peace. A surprising end to the beginnings
of Bang.

Wayne Misc ox.



Reference to Bang :— The Intefligent Man’à Guide to the Biological Sciences.
Isaac Asimov,

NORTfTh~RN DIARY

June

Gingling Hole

Those present:- Rob Penn John Mac.
Ron Saunders. Greg Smith
Helen “ Pete Mathews

.Roger tI!t BiUJonea
John Mfriaà Phil Ing old
Tony Knibbs

All descended to Fools aradice,. Speilbomid by the fine formation~
many halted to take pictures, leaving the remainder to reach the final water
level via tz~ Long Route. This is more interesting than the 200’ Pitch way,
and involves a long thrutch down a narrow rift, followed by deep calcite pools,
then about five pitches the largest of whioh is about EOft deep, all in the
same rift. The last three are very muddy and narrow, the final descent to the
dismal sump pool was the filthiest of the loN’

July

Burks Fell Cave

Those present:— John Mirriam, Mike Lovell
JohnMac. JohnEvens
John Wilkinson Don Vosper
Northern Exploration Group Bill Jones
Ian Bramble Pete Mathews
Ailan Wicks Rogew Wellington

The entrance passage was lpw with wet crawls, leading to the 50~ pitch.
Fromthe bottom lead an interesting stream way with many low wet bedding crawls,
Bypa€s routcs past boulder chokes were taken, followed by cascades and lofty
passage to elbow bend. From there through sewer type passage to another 50’ pitch
The passage in the rift at the bottom lead to Sticks Sump, where we turned about
and returned to the surface. A great trip in which route finding was not too
difficult.

August

John Mac. and John Miriam returned to Burks Fell again with N.P.C.

September

Pool Sink—Lancaster Hole Through Trip

Those present.:— Greg Smith
John Wilkinson.
Steve
Cambridge U.C.C.

Whilst the party abseiled down Pool Sink, John Miriam laddered the
entrance to Lancaster. Ice could not cave having fractured his right hand the
week before. Wilky lead us to Hole Beck Junction, Easter Grotto, and through a
crawl into GypsUm Cavern. Next to Stock Pot, the Minerets, and down to the Master
Cave. Water flowing at..a tremendous pace, due to heavy rain, caused us to jam
and traverse in many places in the passage. Up through boulders we then proceeded,
at Fail Pot, and hence to lancaster Pitch where John was waiting with the life
line.



Car Pot

Those present:— Greg and Steve

The first pitch reqtirôd at least 5Ott of ladder and a long belay.
The second pitoh was in a narrow eicoavated tube~ so we poked laddez4 and belay
through a narrow (not mansized) hole above, A short slide down this into Baptistry
Crawl, which although restrioted at the start opened out after the first five
feet. The cave was straight forward from there to the bottom, but it took r. long
time to reach the surfaoe. On emerging we found the moors daric and misty so we
soon got lost. The heavy tackle oaused us to fail over down the .~ntle slope, of
Thc.ugh Gill which we followed down near to Ingleborough Cave to meet a fui~ing
John Miriam who had been waiting three hours for our return.

Regretfully recorded by Greg Smith owing to the &~neee romance
of John MacMillan.
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