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Seere‘b Developments a‘b Tim‘ber Hole ;:f' .' 3

A great deal of nocturna.l act:wa.ty has been reported to have  been. nen‘bred
on Velvet Bottom during recent months, . Rumour's are beginning to leak around. s
Mewdip about sinister gon.ngs-on in: “the Group Dig at Timber Hole. Intellige éa?u T

) 'repor‘bs ‘have révealed-a grave' ~gifuation in- ‘respect of "secnrity arra.ngements“ét

group digs. Glearly, gating methods on M.C.G. Digs must be strengthened., Ladtlo
the: Gomm:.‘btee are baslieved to be considering electrified fences and. 'l:ime_-sequenca
locks, _ _ ‘ el

Our agents have also been hard at work. investigating 'bhese clandestins

- 'operé,tzons. ‘With-the 8id of ‘hidden - m:.crophonea and ‘a tape recorder concen'Leé in-

o

~_.ou'i: before ‘bhey too are f:ma.lly 1mpeaohec1. AR

a raingauge, the Committee have. collected 'a mass of “ineriminating ev:.é.encre

the so called 'Black Rock Tapes's It is well known that the break-in was invest
igated by a certain Peter Roscs What was not clear though, was the organization
behind Rose, and their interest in Timber Hole, Suggestions that he was pirating
the dig on behalf 6f the Cerberus appesr weak as they have known. to be ‘not worth
their salt! The bungling nature of the break-in was felt by others to be chamcter
istic of previous bugging attempss by Hessex factions. R

On the strength 'of ‘an undisclossd tip-off, Tony Kribbs. wrote to the

. White House. As yet we haverreceived no reply. This 1s the strongest evidence

we have get so far that Presidentﬂzxon is in it up to his neck yet again.

We can now reveal that “the :r.llegal brealk-in ‘and ensu:mg cover—up were
the work of North Horringbton Assccistion of Subversive Activities (N, H.A,8.A.) '
Thanks to timely action by M.C.G. Counter Intelligence, the attempts at ‘a. taks .
over seem to have been thwarted; and yet another joint dig looks on the cards- "
But we a1l know what a rotten lot the M.C.G. are to dig with, for we. ha.ve At Gl
on the highest authorlty. On can only specula‘ted on how 1ong N.H.A S.A. can lasﬁ:' '

What a Load. of" R'leblsh

Members are remlnded tha’c 'I:.he que.zry isn't. Rubb:z.sh must no lc:nge 'bgﬂ

” deposited there, but be packed in plastic bags (or a dustbin if we get onej apd it

left by the ma.:.n road for colleot:.on, not h:.dden away beh::.nd -one of J im! s lOITlGSa

ie :

Burnable mb'b:l.sh should be burnt' .' ar ol

' Beer bottles, full or empty, mey be -left arround:the ootta.ga for our: noble
eottage Warden to take back. Reoently th:.s has 'been keeplng h:.m in free ale"

The ‘VI:le: Markatmg Boa.rd are malang a spec:.a,l appea.l to members to take
their empty milk bottles home with them. Apparenﬂy, there ha.s been a stea.c‘.y
drift “of- bottles from London to. the West Country. B .

Liquid Laughs™: - ' - R

Phe long awaited arrival of the Batry MoKenzie film has ‘been felt on i .-
Mendip, end especially by those sleeping on the lower bunks. So if yer don't want

- 4o P£ind yerselves up the proverbial Stream of effluent in.a barbed wire canog-~—-- . .

then -watch out for them bastards that have been chugging away on Ki_ngs Brew—-
That's the nearest thing to Foster's on this side of the globee - .

Congratulations R,

. -3'.-

To Richard Norris and Carole , Who were ma.rmed reeen‘bly. They are ‘now
residing at 25 Bridle Glose, Enfield, Middlesex, EN3 6EA



Alao to Len Eley a.nd Ann Smi'bh they_ﬁére?tQ}b,ef@!#‘iéﬁ;y&s *3091”5"33'“‘.°ssibie£'z'.’..-._;_._.

-,Wh:.eh m the:er ca.se ls 48t December.

And congratulat:-.ns to Eric Dowley on performing a ‘tr;l.ple somersault wh:;.lst
d.r:.ving a.croés Mend:Lp. Well, that's one ﬁay of pushing Por-Full Membershn.p.‘-f— TET R

WL

J ohn MacMillan

The Pr:.m Ehe flI‘SA ptmne‘l: of fresm raspbe 18

Ere Ed.

'Unss.gne&. T

The ed:l.tor was very plea.sed to. rene:l.ve the last 1etter .and. would 111:9 oo
to consider. the- wr:.ter For the position_of Proof Rea,der if he Wl ‘—J.de.ntify SEREL

h:l.mselﬂ ,'bo the edltor. ,
___‘-Cottage Bt;:jldlng , ) . e “

. The Com.mn.ttee would be very plea.sed;to hear from a,ny Glub Mem‘bers ha.v:x.ng
_5pe01a.113t skills . such as brick laying ,carpentry, plumbmg, electrical inste.llatm
- ete, whowish to offer their services ‘to the olub. Help of th:.s sort f‘rom Clu’o
Members w:i.ll help grea.tly in red.uc:mg constructzl.on costs. S e

Tha.nks go to Don Vosper who has very grac:l.onsly doﬁated some class:r.c o
French Gav:.ng books to the Club Librarys.  —[iow ox Dl nllio o miveng

.N.R.G. W:Lnter Leotures = Museum, -Wells. SURTIER ",;"_f. : * el

f

durug the w:.nter months. _—{, s

Lectures will commence a‘t ?.30.p4m. and f:m::.sh a.t approx:.mately 8 30p.m.

DECEMBER Ist ~ Cave Archaeology o e Mr. Cook Wells B:iuseum Gura'bor

JANUARY - Sth: Cancelled

Cave Dlv‘lng Ta.lm

p
.‘l -

FEBRUARY 20d:

Geologx& Cav:.ng on Mendlp F Mr.Pe'ber Stewart

ey

HARCH . 2nd

rwchaeology of Wookey Hole - Mr. F. Mason

1

APRIL  ‘6th
OMAY l;.j;h- - Fma,mg Caves e o -« Mr John Ietheran’, .

. & Stoke lame Slocker . ' S A NE NN )

o



Manor Farm

With the help and encouragement of fellow members I've taken my camera
into every cave I've been in during the last few years, with the exception of
Dan~yr-0gof.

When we decided to investigate Manor Parm Swallet on the 4th November,
there seemed little point in taking a camera down below, owing to the uninspiring
reports of what had been revealed by the breakthirough. The camera therefore
remained in the car with the ammo box, the 25' ladder, the 30' rope and the
waist band.

The farmer's wife requested us not to park on the greensward at the
farm entrance, nor walk through the farmyard, but to cross the stream by the
little stone bridge, so well camouflaged. Go over the stone stile in the wall
rumning at right angles to the farmhouse, and then down the field to the cave
entrance.(Fee 5p).

The rumours of sewage in the cave seemed likely to be true, as the
- ends of a broken sewer pipe were seen projecting out of opposite sides of a
garbage strewn depression next to the entrance shaft.

" The 45! entrance pitch was in a roomy’blockhouée. Descent was via
a. rigid ladder freely suspended from a hordzontal steel bar. This required
~a long stride from the edge of the shaf't to the first usable rung.

At the bottom of the shaft was an 211 fours crawl,past a junction
on the right, to a steeply declining passage, .nezotiated on one!s rear. This
terminated in a hole with a muddy slippery lip under which, strange to relate,
was an electron ladder suspended from a wooden beam, This gave access to a
parrow rift about 15' - 20' deep. Having seen: my four companions negotiate
the top of the hole, to get on the ladder, I decided I could follow. :

. At the bottom of the rift was another crawl, and then we were able
to stand up, in yet another steeply shelving passage, which.had a very loose
surface, This opened into a small gorge with good formations. 4t the end of
the gorge was an iron bar belay point above a waterfall - and no ladder:

If what we had come upon was a sa mple of what was to follow, then
it was worthwhile getting a ladder, and so I confessed tc¢ having the necessary
tackle in the car. Away went those two enthusiasts Bryan and Malcolm to get it.
L0 minutes later they returned with.the tackle,. just as Rob, Don, and myself
had decided to return to the surface because we were getting cold.

The piteh was rigged and we saw later how to free climb it. Down we
went into a good streamway which was in places 50' or more in height. There were
a few pools, one very short horizontal squeeze through a nicely rounded hole
and more streamway which descended sharply via a couple of dolly tubs. The
remains of a false floor were very much in evidence. Eventually we came to
a small chamber at the bottom, access to-which.was gained by a very short low
crawl in the strean.

The return to the surface took 1 hour 10 minutes, and could have been
less if we'd not stopped to chat to two U.B.S.S. members who demonstrated the
technique of free-climbing down the left hand wall of the waterfall.

Bearlng in mind that the water level in the surface stream was very low,
I thought this could become & really sporting trip when the winter rains flll the
streamas
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'?hat/would I have photon-raphed" Well nearly everything whiohs had Been.

, taped off, gnd a 1ot which ha.dn‘t. Tt's a mixture of Swildons and TuB: mth a
* Cuthbert! g, _curualn. , . B

I-l: is well worth a visit. I suggest you go in-a wet-suit and take 21
. 25! ladder, & crab for the iron stake belay and a 40" lifeline, Oh yes ~.and
. your camera - it 8till looks 11k6 a v:.rgln cave - don't rape it,

.. our party cons:.sted of Malcolm Cotter, Rob Penn, Br;,ran P:Lt‘l:ma.n, Don Searle ’
and’ myself. ' . -

P, S.., The cave only smelt in two placese.
. Ron Saunders

Yorkshire 13/1L October '1'973

This was the last Yorksh:.re meet of the year and was attended by the
_ Hon Iﬁa.ckle Ma.s-ter, the Hon Mee‘t Secre‘cary and Dave Stanford.

: On Sdturday Car :’ot was visited again. ( See Greg Smith's report in
last Newsletter,) How did he. get lost on., the moor when a wall just by the
, en‘bmnce Jdeads down’ 1ntu l‘row GLEe :

" Barly- on_qund.:ly morning we' arrlvnd in i;he rein ani Teok ¥ull. The condn.'t.:nens
remlnded me of M:Lke Thor nton's following oommen‘t'-

Out on Le sk ‘1 ¢11. where the cola winlde howl,
And tn ~eghit lies 'Lh:Lok_ from many 58 bc'ﬁm..;

: o Fortunai-oly the La.dy ‘at Leck Fell T{ouue let us change in the 'barn Pippikin
' Pot 4g gituztod below the house Lowards Easegill Reclk. An eutrauce piteh of 30!
1ed us_ into a large chanber. We then had to cross a well to & =mall tubs which
is be.st tackled fect f_rs'f', un;.ess you ars 8' tall end good at handstands, After
‘g bit more grovei_._ng., wo o Joum? the gecond Yutch \:C}') We had heard rumours
. +hat someons was diggiug in It ppikin so we. we ;2 not surprissd te find it alrea.dy
Jladderod. So we.left our tackie all bar a Tew ropes and belays, More grovelling
‘was required to rea.oh the next pltch (50'). Dave decided he was the wrong shaype
for this pot and remained behindi Below this pitch after thrutching down a tight
inelined rift,.we. dropped on to a stemple, and by daugling from this the head
of the next pn.toh (30') could be reached, The thon Tackle Masier added extra
belays on some.of. the pitehes. Below the pitch axnd through ancther squeeze, .
a stream entered from the left and immediately ‘dropped down a 20' pitch. We :
followed the stream in-a tight rift for about 600yds, traversing at different
levels until we descended a short pitch. Soon.the stream. sank in boulders, so we
-followed some muddy, high level crawls for about an hour. Then boredom set in ,‘
80 we retreatcd to the surface 'I:o be W’=lco:nr>c1 by the ra.:i.no

" John MaceMillan, -

.. Resuseitation: Dangexrs in F:irst Aid.

: When an. apparently dead body is renovm"ed from cold wa.ter the standard
first-aid treatment for Jromning” may be posii jt“'t'— dangercus, according to &
‘Royal Navy doctor, who has made a study of scsiisnts assicinted with water sports.
In an article in the Proceedings Of '}.‘iﬁe Regul-Society 0f Medieine, Surgeon
. Lieutenant~Commander F 3t ¢ Golden mainfaing thal ofben in such cases the vietim
‘ ig suffering from 6.;.5 thepmia due to jmmersion in cold wetesr, and that vigorous
artificial respiration or heart massage can be faial in such ciroumstarces,

b
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Many o:? t}:te thousand deaths from drowning reportgd.. JIL\Brl‘ba.].m each year ]

. -are. probablg faused by hypethermia. Anyone who falls inte gold water w::.ll lose
cqgselousnps‘s &3 soon as his body temperature drops from 'bhé normal 37 % to - -
.33 Cs I t,he water temperature is below 5% even a fit man wili :_Lose oconsciousness -

within 2@ ‘minutes and. will do so more quickly if he attempts to !ﬁm to keep !

warm .

However, if he is wear:mg a hfe-:jacket he may remain alive but unconseious

k-as 'hz.s temperature falls further; indeed most deaths after shipwreck in. Furopean

waters are due to hypothermia rather than drowning. As the body temperature draps
below 27°C the borderline between life and death becomes 111l défined, and even

. & {trained observer may find 1ittl evidence of life in someone who could recover,'
because both resplra.tlon and heart rate become nrtually undetectablo.

A body recovered in that state is extremely cold to the touch with widely

.@ilated pupils; but even if the heairt beat is undetectable by electocardiographic

tests, death should not be diagnosed, Cdr Golden says. The correet first-aid
tredtment for severe hypothermia is to take the victim, lying flat and wrapped
ina polythene bag or blankets to where he can be rapz.dly' rewarmed in a_bath of
hot water (44°C to 46°C). . |

Handling should be - kept to a minimum while the temperature is law,
and no attempt should be made to give heart massage or artificial respiration
until the body is warm. The danger of such proceedures is that they may jrritate
the slowly heating heart muscle and put it into a condition-of flbrlllatlon,
which will cause death unless specialist eleetr:.e shosk treatment is g:r.ven '
w:th:m a few mmutes. ‘

The a.r-t:.ele emphas:.zea “that artificial respimt:r.on and heart massage -are
essential if the cause of unconciocusness is drowning, It admits that there may
cometimesbe difficulty in distinguishing Grown:mg and hypothermia, The circumstances
¢f tha acoideut are important; if rescue is made within a few minutes of the vietim
entering the water, there is e stong presumption of drcwning, Recognition of
the possibility of hypothermia is most important in cases where the apparently
dead body recovered is wearing a life-jacket; a.ll such cases should be 'breated
by mpid rewarming as the first steps ‘

. With the inereasing popularity of ln.fe aackets for saling the num‘ber of
immersion vietima who remain unconscious for long periods in the water is’ 1ikely

" to increase, (dr Golden sayss. Ee adds; 'It is hoped that many such victims
~ will not die- after rescue as a consequence of over zealous first aia‘’,

ﬂ.B . It should be noted that hypothermm oscurs in cases of expoaure. While
the pat:.ent suffering from exposure may not have lost consciousness, the: body

-warning treatment desceribed may be advisable but the water tempereture must .

be kept strictly between the limits descrlbed otherwise shook and daath will
quickly followq .

Blackmoor

Ugger' Flood

The end has been dug with great gusto and mount:mg excltment over tha
last few months, since the forward drainsge of water ocoured. Several small
cavities were found and then Bill Jones managed to manipulate a long probe

to a depth of 10* forward of the working face. The hole was then opened up
until a clear view was obtained of a ca.lc:l.te curtain hlock:ng the way at
the- pri.nt that the probe had reached.

, On }rd Novernber entry was made :mto the tight passage after a 1ot of
mud had been cleared and the calcite and rocks had been removed .as well, However,
although no restriction to the water: has occured a.nd. therefore the prospeots '

5



* .. spacés The rift was found with a complete blockage above, consisting ma.:mly of*

still remain ha.ghly promlemg, qurt a lot- of work will now 'be requz.red before

more- forward- progress can be mede.Incldently, an analasis of bo:.lersu:.t d::.rt '

collected e.fter a. d:l.gg:l.ng sess.wn revealed. atIse, 1ea.d“content '
set OGTS‘L "

Recent Observa.tlons :

'I'he r:.ft ‘at the end is" hour-glass she.pe in eeotlon, and-the mvrm_walst
eontalns hard calcite with curtains hanging underneath, g:w:mg e few inches 'air~ «
red clay and cemented clays. In ‘the. matrix-was-a varlable rahdom assertment of. )
‘calcite slabs amd some stalaghitss In one ple.ee a 1ayer of peat was sa.ndw.whed
between thé upper fill and the ‘befrock belows

U The £ill is very interestlng, and appears to- offer pert of the explanatlon
of where formations fiom hizher up-the cave have gone. The mdlcat:.on is that
some atledst were transportéd to this position. After deposs.t:.on, aviod must have
occured -in -the part of the pa.ssa.ge ’ erther by removal of the 'brolcen deposits, or
by removal ofa be which they weré r'eS‘Llng one This void then saw the steady -
growth of stalactites above and ca,lc:r.te floor belowa La'ber ‘black mud ‘was carried
in from the 1ea.d wash;mg beds.

I hope 'I:ha.t all’ people d.:l.gg:.ng will" try to° take note of wha'b 13 being
-remmred as :.nforma.‘t:l.on -of “this” ‘type is e:tremely use:f‘ul 1n unravel]_"mg the
recent- h:l.story of the ea.ve. : o

Upper Flood appears to heve missed the alnost total re-mexee,vatlon of
deposa.ts which has oceured in the other me.,]or swallet caves on Mendlp. To &
great extent ‘this is to- our bane, since a long section. of open cave is less -
11_ke3y “4o 'be-~Ffound ‘uribi] +the meinstesd is.reached, This, the writer belisves
runs' parre.ll@l 't;o ‘Upper Flood, and théra :...s 3 ehe.nee that a lot more d::.ggn_ng
L w:.ll he.ve to be done before At is- reamed, :

Another Fin= Digging Achievement

. ¢ Entry to.the cave at Manor Farm mist rank as- ‘l'he preatest new ‘swallet -
.oave dlscovery since 'St Cuthberts Swallet was- entered in 1953, 'The “swallet 31té
:L'bse}i‘ has. been ‘the scene” of ‘many years work wh:.ch up to 1972 we.s ca.rr:l_ed out

. Prior to the Great Flood -of 1968 U.B.S, S. had’ reached a-highly unstable:
boulder -choke,. below the: swallet depression. They used eonorete plpe sect:Lons ‘
for shoring, “but owing . to “dnstability finally declded to .sink a shaft some’ o ¢
20m down the: valley from the swallet, which they hoped would bypass the choke,

" Before the shaft was completed however, the flood opened & pothole some 17m deep
by 6m aciosse At the tbottom of this, a pa.ssage lead d:trec't;ly down d:Lp for some:
15m following a elearly defined fault. :

The U.B.S. S. continued with their shaft and joined the bottom of it t0’
the new cave. They did not however dig the passage lead:mg directly downwards
from ithe pothole, but: enlarged & narrow rlft formed in a feult a few me'bres to
the west insteads  nv ..o aws oLl oo T AR S

In 1972 ::E &:Lg passed -over. to dessex Gav:.ng C'lu‘oq Wessex dug the pa,ssa,ge
insteed of the r know:.ng ‘bhe passage to contain material from the ‘collapsad
shaft. However th# passa.ge locked so unpromising. in mid 1972 that three 'of Mendip's
digging enthusmsf,s concluded that they wers digging in the wrong pla.ee, and,

that the U.B.S.S.% dig. should be continued Anstead. Although nominelly.a Wessex
_Caving Caving C1lub dig the excavation was done mainly by N,H.A.S.A. (North HilL
Association-Tor Spelaeclogical Advancement) This body, not.a:taving club- &8 ..
such, sta.r!g_ed as a cc_nnsort:.um of people from various clubs who-dug at North
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In September 1972, after d;\gg-ing vertiecally for 5m dow#n a parcvow rift,
the diggers broke into a high +ifk, They were again oconfronted by a blocked passage,
however. a year later when neav'thg point of giving up, they were rewarded by

5

making & major prealcthrough. Appeyentlyione!df

the last items removed was a gseotion

of brokeén sowsr pipg. The xift wh‘ig}g,x thevihad:sfound \earlier was filled with & great

amount of spoils B,
[

This discovery.is.the fn‘ﬂ.e.‘é;l‘.: made by Mendip Cavers in recoud yoars, and .
all concerned are to be congratulated. It proves yet again that on Mendip digging

is the only way to make new discoveries,

Some Features of the Cave -

The cave has one of the finest stream passages on Mendip,. After going

‘ down the dug out rift there is only one real s

queeze’ in the entire Iength of

the cave. The way thus offers the greatest length of upright caving in the area.

Mention has been made of the two fault

s which can be seen below the pothole,

Tﬁese are probably dominant throughout the cave and have given guidance to it's
southerly direction. The first part of the cave appears to follow the easterly
faults. Lower down the route takes a turn ta the right goes a few metres, then

meets another passage at right angles. This Pa
is probably that seen in the U.B.S.S. dig. The
direots water to the junotion and the combined

ssage also contains a stream which
fault ococuring at this dig probably
waters beyond, L .

The bedding dip is about 309 of a southerly dire¢tion. It may be argﬁed

that the dip has alsoc had a profound effsct on
The dip and the faults have probably Jacted in -
faulting bas been the main factor in!the locat

the direction followed by the cava.
combination. T ‘think however that
ion of the swallet, ahd it's

subsequent development. Although it gannot be proved with out~oonsiderable work -

the spring which feeds the Manor Fal;n stream probably-lies on é"“"fﬁ’aulﬁ, which may

-or may-'not be that found in the cave. The Manor Farm valley itself lies in a
fault zone, which is probably why the valley is there in the first place, The

cave itself 1s remarkably.straight.and uncomplicated. The passage is very high

;i Iazir I

s0 that oné may infer.-that.the stream has:Pollowed the same course throughout;

1t's history. The form of this channel}ing thu

fault. control than bedding controle’t
N S~ oot -

‘The fault should be seen in fthe floor

As close observation of the floor was not made

be interesting to find out if infact the fault

Another feature of extreme interest in

8 seems more suggestive to me of

of the cave where bedrock is exposed.
at the time of my visit it w%ill
can be seen. ' :

the cave is it's dewosits. This

cave shows more clearly then most others that there has been & mujur re excavation
of deposits which were laid down in the dry period. In places cememwted breccia

covered by stalagmita floor lies high above one's head. At numerous sites ons can
pasdunderneath natural bridges formed of *he stalagmite which covers more loocsély

packed £ill underneath,

It will be interesting to investigate the level of water during the 1968

Flood and determine the extent of any alterati

on., A1l told Manor Farm Swallet

is a cave of ocutstanding spelasological interest which will sustain various

investigations fir sometime to comes

Me 0.Cotter,




Manor Farm Swallet

Entrance . . Pothole’ entrance appea.red
blasted 50!shaft 1968 :

" small stream- ko Fault -

1l
] 5' ".u.prrv excaviued
."Iﬁgh I{'.if‘{;" \ Dug : \ _
: SR I well doccrabed chamber
Trend of cave . '
olose to 180° throughout. - {-\20' pltch ( can be free
: . o - elmbéd)
Plan from Nemory . .
By Greg Smith & Malcolm Gotter . 8yueeze  # : :
with occasional 'trends' from R o Section'
Greg's compass. . Imlet showing”
o ' Waterfall goo@?
Iength estimated . ' falce
2000 -3000" floor & -
T (LCI“’"GL‘._’I&
N ’
Curualns f .E‘
i 1
ol
. Iacl:l.ned r:xg‘at '
. 1 i1
Climb . upwards - t/ 3
into NHASA Ga]_l.ery \
. NHASA Gallery
Stream sinks , sound of stream
" in sandy -
deposits
75" —>
1o

Strean - ¢ Strean sinks bened. 4l
' bOL..LCLerL{ o ;
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Amateur's Cave in thu Moravsky. hfdbl_baSChOSlO_* akle

by %, turkbardt ( shortuhed‘translation froin ,
Mic Hekle' by P. & deS)
L2 In meaory of J.Slechba, W.Slodisia and M.Zahvzdnidek
. . _
In““oduchon

The explovation of ché'Punka Cave in the years
between 1909 and 1914, and the'opening_of'the river cave
between the Macocha Abyss and the Punkva Resurgence_from
1920 and 1933 were the culmination of the research led oy
Pfof, Karel Absolon inm the Moravsky Kras (Loravian Karst).

o 7 In the years after 194% there followe: & period’

off intensive explox auLOﬂ by anateur clubs. Ab that time
nothing was known of the underground water course'connectiﬁg
the sinks at Sloup aud Holstegn and thedlr ragurgﬁﬂce-iﬂjthe
‘ Macocha Abyss. In 1958 a party led by M. Kalardiscovered
Spiralova Cave, near Holstejn, and the flood passage of the
Bila Voda (Wh;te Yater leer) Further d¢scovef¢eb in this

cave were made by the Planivska Group under the 1eddex8h10

of’ Milan Slechta. Ten years later this same group discovered

Pikova dama Ca ve which was eventually connected with _
Spiralova.

On the 31st December 1964, the Planivska Group
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opened a 70m. ehaft in the diz known as 120, g;ﬂox1mately

1 km. south of Holsitejn, and for the first time they reached
the active, underground strvean oFf ths Bils Voda. T close.
collaborative work witl the Licvavian Livtsenn, Brio bhey
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succeaded in extending the streamway 700m. i

of llacocha. The river passage was brekea in places Dy



syphons, separating richly'decorated chambers. On the
5th September 1965 the young explorer Jiri Slechta, Milan's

brother, was tragically drowndd whilst diving in 13C.

The discovery of Amateur's Cave

In the years between 1965 and 1658 M.Kala's

group worked williout success in the Dolire qiganska; north Y
of Ostrov. The Planivska Group'then took over the dig at a

depth of ém. On the 30th Hovembar 1958 their shaft broke

into cpen void, and a second shaft which was des@anded'in

the December. They reached the Déme of Discovery, at a

depth of 110m., and'once again the streamway of the 3ila Voda.

They diSCOVﬁTédfl;SOOmc_Of péssage iﬁ&iuﬁing a

large tributary from the moril., Lowastream ﬁhu Biiz Voda

teft the main passage t¢ dissppear in a nafrﬁw.ciefto The

main @assage eﬁé’fed‘ in & syooon. During thf.r ‘-;=_=:".';.:}‘-‘;e31= f»‘f:?.lan‘ -.

Blechta carried out tﬁmphxéiﬁre.measuremennsr T saowed that

“the syphon barring the way-was not comnected with the stream.

It was possible, therefore, that the water could be pumpédr

out. o | o 7 | )

| Vin thé Suinmer 6f 1969 divers from the Planivska
Club ( M.Slechta, M,Vojéhec and M.Benisek ) passed the syphon

and refound the streamway: During a two hoﬁr‘exploration £hey
reached a spot undor the 'Mestikad' shake hole. Here they ?
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several days and was carsfiully olesizi, The owpadlitdion was

linked to the outside worid by telephone., During the first
. i



day a freak storm broke, flooding the cave and trapping the
survey team. The rainfall was the highest recorded. in the
area since 1917. After damming the sinks a resbue team were
able Lo enter the cave. Divers froam the Trygon Club, Brno

and later the mime rescue team from Ostrau passed the

&

@ 3  syphon to find the bodies of the two surveyors.
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Further exploration in the Amateur's Cave
In 1971, a year after the tragedy, the Trygon
Club continuea exploration. Thereafter, the Karst Commission
f handed over further exploration to the Czechoslovak Academy
-

of Sciénce (CSAV) . The syphon was pumped out and the cave

explered te within 300m. of ithe M&cochﬁ‘ﬁbyss. Recently, a
tumnel has been drilled into the cave from Pusty Zleb thus
affording easy eniry to the depths of the system.

#xploration continues, for theré are still many
problems to be solved, including,the link to Hacocha. Amateur's
Cave is now the main feature of the Sloup/Hoidtejn - Punkva
Prazinage Syetem. And tﬁe moravsky Kras ranks as one of tha

worldis post interesting karst areas.

]






