
-----.

t.

-~

~EV~



COMMITT~ ~

SEC~TARY Peter Mathews; 155 Radcliffe Way, Northolt, Middlesex.
Phone 01—84.1—8769

TREASURER Ron Saunders Rylstone, 21 Rushmoor Ave., Hazlemere,Bucks.
Phöhe Penn 314.87

MEET SEORETRRY Biil Jones; 91 St Saviours Road,. Croydon, Surrey..

COTTaGE WARDEN Wayne Hiscox; 80 Raleigh Road, Southall, Middlesex..
Phone 01—574—1836

ThCKIEMMTER John Mirià; Glenvifle, Wbeelarirni.e, ~ttley, Surrey.
Phone Wornü.ey 2981

RECORDER Greg Smith; 131 Hagden lane, Watford, Herts.
Phone Watford 29606

EDITOR Bryan Pittman; 4~3 Hamilton Road, Feltham, Middle sex.
Phone 01—890—2768

TThIEKLY ClUB “The Royal Oak’T, New Road, Brentford, Middlesex. (Behind
MEETINGS Brentford. Footbail Club Ground,) every Thursday night tin

ejected.

COTTkGE Stirrup Cup, Nordrach—on-1&endip, Blagdon, Somerset.
Accommodation I’or over 30 — ail essential services — Guests
oharged at 20p per night (or 20p day tee). -

Guest Party booking through the Cottage Warden

++.I.~f+++++++tt++.4.±÷++t+++±+++++++++++++++++++++++++f~+±+t++++~~

RESCUE WARDEN Bill Jones; 91 St Saviours Road, Croydon, Surrey.
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Reyno]4~assae—HowF~t’ Does It do’

About a month ago, in a PU~ Newsletter, a continuation of Reynolds
Passage, Aug4st. Mdc,,. was. ciaim~d0~ A. phone .e,~il frorw Allan Wiolcé. and Andy Mole
a week later, not only eoac’irmed the report, but also suggested that at ~hØ
newly discovered end blo’e lay a blocked 50ft piuohL

The very rr’ ~ Siri~it-y the tc’ree of us descended Longwoo4/August to
Reyno]4s,,..to be d~H;erre~J. by ~‘umcs’frorn.~.F;’edDa~vies.-BaLg. The following
Sunday just Andy arid I raturned, usi.aec7 with a.u SOit rope.

The normal ‘tour~ 3b’ end of Reynolds Passage is at the junction of a
cross—joint, which forms e po~ket-size chember, holding a poe]. of water the
s’ti’eam by thi~ time Mo found a route lower down~ From the pool, one~ dqntiñues
oi’awling in a very dry paesage, which keeps roughly horizontal. SoOn a narrow
sl’t&htJ v inclined tuhç anott~ 6i~ l~ng, leads to a momentary widening of the
rn t., Theme is some fJ OWb’ one arou~id, moistened with drips from the roof and
elsewhe:e Rumnng Wc. cot con be heard not far ahead, and by thrutohing downwards
at an angle, a thin) vert~ca] slit is reanhed. By squeezing l2ft down this
to a wide5ang, the sineom 16 mete This quickly runs into a narrow rift once
more. Roger Wa]iangbcn aa1d I i:a~’ Led. th~~ point a few years ago, and ~o doubt,
other Men&ip ?a~er5 in the pest hsve ro~ched here.

kc*vcver, Andy L~w~re now Ckced.with pushing beyond,’.m~ visible
continuation of tne passage w IJ ilelñaps 9 inches wide, and made an undercut
into the s+ream bed, bsCore U,- &ppearmg from flew. It did not appear to open
~ signifi~c’an~].y, ‘and ar. obstruc’u*~’ig rock, made crawling at stream level
imposs~hiee ,~ er thn:sting in for lOft (feet’ first) I became stuck• By
wrigglirg one leg dowi.Lw-trjz zu±n t1ie undercut, it was possible to gain a few
tOhe~,”b~at nd’m&’e. . . . . •. . .

“How the. oqdy he~11 did e ome ba. si~ard get tk~ough here?” I enquiréd...
“Or better ~tJl, now dad he ~et out’11,

Foil )Vr~ng T113r SittC200biOfl, minus a wetsuat leg, Andy tried, with ~
e;itJiu,~aeu he spenL a lo’ag time trying different positions unsuooessfijfly. We
then agreed that thee could be no waj on other than the squeeze. May be this
this’ wth the: ZIoo.ked head of the aileged- pitOh. If so where was it? Tie water
5jthough maid’ng an impressive sound, ( as streams do in small passages) .ijja,
,iat apneer to be falling any great depth. We. decided not to search for an snowgr
any letter0 Hurned3~y a retreat was made back to the surfa.e, and the Hunter’s
— At least we co~2d manage to squeeze an there.

‘‘‘&regSmith. -.

Annual Diise~- / b~rualGenera~g~~

Don’t forget that the weekend of 23/24-th March as the ,LG.M. and, Dinner
weekendS. Nomiñation~ fOr the Committee ari&’?rbpos~is for dhanges” to the
Constitution and Rules muwt ?e;in th~ hands of ‘~4e Seo’.cetary by..2nd. March.

As the Committee are planning a reprint of the Constitution, the
Seoretary would be most annoyod to receive ammendments immediately afterwards.
So Get Tho~oAilimen6ments ThNowL

Tao na~n co~.rse for the Dinner wall be Duckling a 1’ Orange and the cost
£2,50. at the Star.

Meet Secre+ary

John MacMillan has resigned pending the sale of 14s..car~it Bin JOhè&~’
~has been: cd—opted for the vacant post until the A.G.M.’ -

& Are you tltldng tat I’m thinldng?
I



AVisitorToTheflig ... ....

As the first gb~ftie rays ‘of the n®Wa~at sun, broke the gloom of ~
oertain apeleo centre, deer in the heart at fIordno% Sour eaviiig types ~.tirred
an their pits. They -had passed. ‘the titltt ~wa~?t and. ‘dty~; 4t’ee torn 4t11o throws of
liquid 1au~hter— a nóotui’naj. ha*ard. ~at these ~petts.

Another start to another day, andi o&1’ spEleo z4uartet sat off for their
dig dee~ under the bill There ‘was Bill Di~4ahg, Justasec, ~ott1ebeM and 3astiy
old Benj6b~ils. The four rumbled along to %e~eutztee, irhere ther prepare4
to olanil≤er down a short drop to the ~ssate below.

“Muiim that stheils good,” ~snfffedtBig_Beag -as he reached: 4i~e bottom.
“Thtirkk”, ~ul~ed hi~s companio°ns ‘as they reached over th&a~tboRts. Big4sug

‘breathed dee~ãy, “I athell mole, a’znoe moul4y mole”: !he,. ‘*~ras ve~tyjzpngz’y for
he had. not eaten ‘his oustornary tz’eakf&st “that morning. Gl~efully, :iie clawed
up the putrid’ i’ethains ‘Of the tô6tztg ani*~1, tossing them into-the aar with
delight.

And on~ they hu~ied deep’~dito the’dag.~W~,t bey tould ~possibly~be 4ctjg
there I”dbn’t reafly ic-jew. b~t’-~tere rthey~ oertah-iay~were ~td-,there’ they 13$ayQd.
until it was tune to go, aM then~they~wGht. A iIttle~ wnry they be&an their
‘~iay back, but’ as they neared the suflaSe’ they~pauséd —and~ listened
Coocrash Boom ~btt what was that noise they heard
coming from the entrance9 “Stewthy eaid’)atgbballs, flThei wholer entrance is
blocked’ with “Wi’s I:~ 2~diThr~ -“-‘—~bhex’&J i~es~f~*ha 3t~ff5’.

Then ,from~ Some*h~re ~h6vet!the~,e: ~àme” I;’Iut~èh,t~then~ a- scrape, and then
sa “Oh dear”. This was $ollowc~d by a note rdther~1itke~ scceone falling off
a lAdder and a long slow moaa’. And tuere, lymg in the middle of a vast mound
of ladder, Jay. a ihort round &igur~a.

“Crakey, it’s Craey”, said Bottlehand. ~ short round figure blinked,
and looked up at them,.
“Weil w~ll”~;oohocC’ Ju~taséo; 11]Tit~s not G~J~Mdflir~sP~ Crikey Lolling.. was
a wail icown and respected figure in-thèse~ tsJ~kding.Nthe Caving Memberot
Mendip’s Nutte~c ~ue Rt ers Club. Has ability as a-oaver was really quite
extraordinar’;, ‘-ne vrne i~ - okJy be’~ome somewhat of a local legend. One of his
more unusun.l ‘-‘~t~ v - a a” eal.ang dowxi the Maz.n Chamber in Lamb tear Cavern,—
not so ver~r ‘ic~° L-ult - a’ ‘ielf, but something of a novelty when attempted down
a ladder.

Wefl -‘ - - — r in.e- — here was Crakey, and moreover here was Crflcey’ a
ladder. “Cr~—~ccy .n scey” roared Juatasec . “Fancy’ friggan~ about on rladders without
a lifeline, that’s g iéry dan~erous~-thin~ ta do~~youtow.~’r you gb~ttave -kifled
yerse]S — clamber out and have another go”.

“+2 ?=41±~ get;’:t14s Z?XkiAdder~ out; of ~thë~x+~t:~?c ~y,.rthØtes no room to
get out”, swore Bottlehand. But, bye and bye,- all Loin’ pqshed and shoved their
way out through the :.va$t ±angiejof :ládderc Aftez~giuch~idrasb4tg~: bashing, oursinE,L
and. oussing, Crakey too, joined them once again in the4resh air.

“What the hen do you think you’~re doing down aur dig,” yefled the four.
“I er —.,—“ began Crl4ceyw... .

“We go down there to get away from bastards lake you”, continued Big Bang.
“I’m réafly sorry lads”, cringed Crikey. “) only wanted ti have a peep at your
dig. Look would it ‘~ aU rIght if~.i *e~t-~oWn’~ayjd.~looked it up aftina~ds, ali&t’
took the key down ~bn’~Wessex”. .. . .

“Cheé1~rsod._Cw:,rt añerve—-——-.4rjse•büffcon———————. What’s: our~dig..got to
with the Wessex? This is an all M.C.G. dig, Clear, out you bastard”,yeiled Big
“Dl~I”aaid Cr$.&ey. ~Boi’ry, I only-wanted a peep,” Crikey went on. !‘Büt~I’m.
sure someone told me that.Manor Farm Swallet was ‘a Wessex Dig”. -

2-.



“This isn’t Manor Farm you thick fool. This is. Uppe r FloodP’ screamed
Banjoballs. This startling news hada dramatic efféotThn Crikäy. The puzzled
worried ;sort .of.’look, .whioh~ ha& olo4ded his brow so far in our-:story, graduafly
passed. Crikey’s face took on a deliberate, thoughtful expression, winch isa
turn developed into a smile of one who had just solved a com,plex philosophical
problem. Then finally there ~merge& the.. familiar Crikey grin.,
“Oh br”, exclaimed Crikey, raising a fat paw to this head. “I seem to have
slipped u Er~ weil, perhaps I could ha€e a look round this one instead””
“Oh iio you oan’t”, boOmed Bifl’Bf~ Báng~ “I’ve just made a bloody big bang in
the bugger”. .. -

“Won then “, started Crikey again. “Perhaps you, uould.be kind enough to
point me in the direction of the real Manor ~‘arm Swailet?”,. Bottlehand thought to
himself for a moment before indicating a direction that he. felt sure didn’t go
anywhere near any Manors or any farms that he. knew of. So with a, grin and a
wave and the clatter from his mountain of tackle, Crikey. .Mollins. set off on
his way. “Cheerio Chaps”, he called as he trudged off al~ng the routo indiu~t.~.,
which as fate would have it, lay straight in the direction .of.the JAkeS

Ogofwr Mu.

In A Mist

Work in Upper Flood can get quite unpleasent if jon have the misfortune
to be down with someone using a carbide~ lamp. ‘Jenti-1-ation at the- end of the
dig is very poor under dry conditions, though it improves somewhat when the
stream is flowing. Air flows into the passage at: low, level and .re.tutns along
the ceiling. Presumably, the air flow is cause4 purely by a~ movement of water.

In any event, the atmosphere at the end of the dig deteriorates quite
rapidly. Apart from discomfort, this is a possible health. h~zard, .~especially to
‘those working regularly in the dig. The use of electric lighting would therefore
be greatly appreciated by most diggers. . . -. . .

Members might consider for a moment why M. C.G.. are the loners of Mendip.
Wiflie Stanton left us some months back to return to ‘his Id dig in ‘Reservoir
Hole, . where he was quickly rewa~ded with a breakthrough. . Peter Rose, and the Boots
Caving Club seem to have abandonedtheir clandestine work in Timber Hole, after
mention Of a joit dig. . . . .

The rejection of the M,C.C.. by the rest of the caving world’may’≤Gem
a little. puzzling to us. However,. weao.not..have to. look too far’ for the reason.
Our cottage is the only caving headquqrters on Mendip without a showerL Also
our secretary’s recent addiction to garlic certainly hasn’t helped the situation.

So if you wish to get on with the other poofs. on. Mendip, or you fancy
Bat Passage, 4ght’ I suggest wearing a weil., sealed &y—suit. .:4~Wfl the Hunters.

Pete Mathews.

Prospective Members -

The Committee are beginning to accumulate a wad of application forms
from Prospective Members. These have been reviewed at each Committee Meeting
for the past six mrjnths • Just a tip - try bribing the Secretary with pints
of beer, it usuafly does the trick ladsL .

It Makes Sense,., . ... ~. ‘ .. ‘.‘ -

Boil your kettles on the stove, it conserves energy and saves the Club
money
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IdEestàne &• Caves ~ Men&ip*

.•B,C.R;A. ãhdthe Extra —Mural Department of Bristol University are
holding a one day Symposium at Queen’ a Building University of Bristol,
University Walk, Bristol 8. The subject of the Symposium nil be as above
and any one interested an atenda.ng should contact Greg Smith. The entrance
fee is £1 which includes morning coffee, and afternoon tea and buascuits.
The date on which it is to be hekd is Saturday 9th March.

Top Ten Cottage Rotten I 973/74

*.

2 Pete Mathews 39

3 Wayne Hiscox 30
4. Eric Dowley ) 29

John MacMillan) . . -

5 Bin Jones - 28
6BArña~Reevés 26’
7 Don Vosper 19
8 Greg Smith 18
9 Pat Walsh 15 .

10 Phil Ingold ) 14-
Roy Bowden )

Others with double figures scores

Simon and Val Knight 11
. . TanyKzd.bbs- *... .jQ ~ . . . .

Brian Terry 10
John Pudduok 10
Dave Graves 13

Descent . . . .~. .... .

Copies of Descent win now be available from Greg Smith when publiàhed.

Swine Vesicular Disease

The whole of Yorkshire is now an Infected Area, and access restrictions
will be metti many rü±’a].localitiêé. . :
Booze Noose

Having been forced to drop King’s Brew, The Hunters have a fine replace
ment in Carlsberg Special.

Membership Cards .. . .

Pete Mithews would like to hear ftoiñ àñyoñe able to p±’int membership
cards.

Caves of Assynt, Sutherland

A Caving/Walking Week in Scotlane. is being planued.Pete Mathews would
like to hear from anyone interested in going.. However acoomodation wail be hsuitod
to about ten.

DrinkaPjnt ..

Drink a Pint but remember to take your bottles home with you. Bottles
.sre still littering the cottage. . - -
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