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WEEKLY CLUB are held at the ”Royal Qak" New Road Brentford nE
L. MIEETINGS: %"ﬂrnlddxf(behlnd Brentford. Football Club Ground) .
e gvery, ‘Thuraday " nlght untll 01031ng times,, | -p
SR a#;gj;AAAAAAAAAAAAA Pt _.“mmﬂ.““”';:~r
; otirrup Cup, Nordrach-oh-ﬂendlp, Blagdon, Somerset..
" ACCOMMODATION . -for.over 30 people - all essential
services, '
» Guests charged at 20p .per ;night (or. 20p . day fee),
. Guest party bogklngs through the cottage.warden.\m
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Well, at long last 1ts here' As even the most unobservant
of you must have now realised the newsletter is now sporting its
long awaited cover. I will therefore take thiszoppdrtunity to:
thank everybody concerned inits conception, de51gn and productlon.
However, a smart cover is no substitute for-.a mewsletter with
uninteresting contentsyi /36 far, :-I hdve been given plenty of
articles, all of which I hsve been pleased to print. If this
reponse continues, the success of the newsletter will be assured..

: If you have any articles to submit, I am up at the club
most Thursdays, or if you cant get over to Brentford Just pop then
in the post to me. I am trying to produce the newsletter on a
monthly basis, but again this-depends; ow:contributions. With this
in mind I will try to produce each. edltlon at the begining of every
month and will brlng the copies up to the club for two successive
weeks, This gives me a chance to.isee. people personally and also
to distribute as many N/Ls as possible by hand. With the recent
increase in postal charges this will mean gquite a8 saving. If you
have any articles you want included in the next months N/L, I would
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appreciate receiving them by the third week of the monthxr~~ﬂwu0ﬁ

I would be most interested to hear from anyone who“can?*“
obtain supplles of decent. gppllcatlng,paper;@heaply. Splcers
Plust Fabr;c ‘or- Qrbxley Script Wwould be ideal, " The size 1S A#4"
and the weight’ i§°71 gmé/sm. I mention this because the N/L
(18 becomlng_lncre351ngly expenslve to, producewapd any sueh-helpco:
T ould bpe aspprecistéd.” o
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‘ At 1ast its out' Only six years were needed to produce this
~.bremendous:publicgtions« 4 Thisl fantastics < fealt ef=pub1msh1ng igtat
reflectioni of- thelong hours of dedicated work put in by a relay of
journal editors. It also glves a true:indication of the interests
and enthugdasmiof+the Group,.ms .ol JE¢ pfdLion mos 3l (058 WL

Thesebontents:agre-ail qulte dated but are still of some interest
to members. Articles are 1ncluded on-— Faultlng, Devon, Belgium,
Yugoslaviﬁi;Fﬂ CEegRpSLoyakIaL: T . RpIe s il

f you ;have' not yétﬁrecelved your copy it 18 probably because

nnyad. ~-subscr1pt10n T s s
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\BooRTs gOurnal wﬁlchﬁw1ll“cover cur;ént éSpects of* the Group 5

work, should8ibe avalrable when yeﬁ“payLyour 4975 Subscription, It

is already nesring productisn’ -anA-iast minute artlcles should be
.ihande%“;n as, goan a% possmble.d bnk | qul BT A 5T
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00l YPEpidhn members“lnterested the wéékenﬁ 10th/11th of August
haS“%e@ﬁ ‘88t é Pde -for 8- cottage” iy R wa Bk e gnd, " “Despite the fact
that we mey soon be thinking:of building our new cottage, some work
has to be done on our existing one. Certainly the elements need
keeping at bay with a coupretbiucoats.ﬁT~creosote, as for other work,
no doubt Wayne will be glad to~ adv1se you how you ean help out.
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Whitsuntlde In*YorRshl B :ff“nc o T
Hany lucky Qeople managed to" get the complete week off

for Whitsun.” 1l advantage was. taken by everyone concerned and
gulte a few: members made’the Dales their” rendezvous. L ' ﬂ
S Thoseﬁrn Yorkshlre for-the'week 1noluded‘Greg Smlth and‘
Tohn Miriam: based in’ ‘Clabham, Steve® Conouest'"Pete Llngwood and
. Bred Burton in Settle and Pete Mathews,,Don VosPer,/Blll Jonés” and
“Dave Stanford oamplng up 1n“Dent._J,,

. Caves vislted 1noluded, Hurnel Mbss Pot,,Rowten Po't, Black
Shlver Pot Klngsdale Master, Upper. Long Churn,JIbbeth Perll and;
Dovecote Cave. Many plnts were supped ‘and.a number of" 1ong walks

ooy

acoompllshed John, Greg,~'1ll, and Pete all flnlshrgg the Three
Peaks 1n about n1ne hours.jj 'm. T , .
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Blll Jones,fPete Mathewsq Pete«Spaln and DonﬂVosper stopped
at- Bull Pot Farmi- odFrom here a sporting trip,.getting.hopelessily
lost,.was{made intos: Bull Poksof -the Witchess ".This was followed: by
an evening.stroll around-: Ingleton Falls and a. Sunday Trlp down ¥
AyglllnCavern.‘Weh really:: festerlng weekend.~ ii APRNES
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HURNEL MOSS POT
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S ﬁfter -8 leisurexy bank’ hollday batur&éy drlve up to ae.
Iorkshlre (pr 1orﬁto aiﬁééks' stay)y Greg and 7" found_ only a token
- complement oI Pennlne members in re81denoe at Greenclose.,_ THé
" “day .was far too_ adﬁ%ﬁ%ed to“entertaln the - thought of going unger—
ground and so the uSual dlscu551on concernlng what we, would do
‘the folTowing day “téck placs: ‘Between tHe ‘three’of. us; (Blll,,,"
Pybus being the _third) e managed o ellmlnate, for one reasofi or
another, eadh 6 the caves suggested as they camé o' mlnd ‘That .
was the case Until Hurnel Moss Pot was: mentloned and; e, foundlthat
we -couldn't ellmlnate that ‘one ‘pecause we Simply dldn't “know U
enolgh about 'it. "‘Reférence to-a copy of THe Lime'sténe' snd Caves of
ngth West Bngland, suggested. an entrance pitch, of 10 metres folldwed
by & ‘brokexn pitch of 55 metres.’f hs T ‘was keen 6 try out a .batch
~of freshiy'made ladder I attempted “to conv1poe the others that this
was worth 'ldoking sty Mo Iy amazement “they neede: “no‘persu351on
and so we adgourned to artake “of the usual saturd ¥ gvening pastlme.
. A late'start ‘on’ Sunday was, unavordable w1th ﬁlll holding o
regular Sunday morning Kdrate/Jude" training “séSgions (2t the' Ingle-
borough:* Hotelg and so it was only after a couple of jars at this
establishment that we and two-youngiprospective Pennine members
began making our. way up the track from Clzaphem snd on to the
Allotment. . i
L westerly compass bearlng from Bar Pot put us in roughly
the right direction for Hurnel Moss a2nd after about SiX or. Seven .
., fundred yards:.and g:-tendency northwards we..came . .across.a; large,
deep shakehole wrth '8; lowrentranoe 1ead1ng off. at the bottom.w»ww
‘The stream-bed was dry and WeE sults,obv1ously superfluousw(as We:

had indeed anticipated
P N Cont/..
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The first pitch (in fact free climbable) was,; encountered;

immediately and proved tb be about 20 febt” deepi~-Phis led onto™
a sloping boulder strewn flgoor which after.aboul, thirty.feet
dissapeared into. space. . In.my reckoning 55 mepres was sbout . .
470 feet and so this. amount of ladder 'plus: 15 féet for luck was .
fed qver,the pitch whilst' trying not. to, 4islodge teo many boulders
ini%heﬁpio§§$éi;kjWi%h“tWo;lifplinQS'tié@;togéthgrgI}p:ggeeded,tq
cdeseend, v o S e L s ey
CEETE My Jeseént was halted after 10 fegt by, the first ledge and
I began to wonder ;ﬁwwgwghouldvhé%é;;aﬁdqr%dgf¢6m§$h§i§;bﬁt o
'Cohiiﬁéhﬁ*th?ﬁhﬁhé“@thé“ﬂ?;iééikof'1a§ﬁéﬁiwbulaiﬁﬁk¢“ééi§ of .this
fILparriediqh;i:,ﬂﬁ’I”@1imb§gideﬁg;$hé;8héitlbegaﬁ‘tbhreVéallitS;
trie dimengions;i, ;I wa by

rite-d oo VT was_impressed by the size et least but, as.

1 climbed sWwkwardly past another ledge;“nof, by the quality, "I . .
could now see a great heap of ladder below me and at about a 100"
feet I landed on what proved’to be:the largest ledge (some 15 feet
square). . o

After lowering the remaining ladder:downithe next.part of
the pitch I free climbed about 15 feet down 8 water worn gulley,

i before regaining the laddery’ Another-smsill’ledge~was'passed
~after-as furthér 40.feet and:then I came toithe endrof the lifeline,
. ‘nearly to the end:of theiladder butvnotite thecénd of:the pitch.. -

T noted that my Light wouldiRot penefrate’ torthelfariwall. of”the®
shaft, took part in an‘undecipherable -shouting contest with'those

above and duly retreated to the large ledge.

I untied and after a/whileiwds joined by one of the two
prospective Pennine carrying the 30 foot ladder that we had put
down the first pitch, This then allowed a complete descent, of
what proved to be 195 feetidl 7. .i: Swiinind

At the foot of the-pitch—a- high-rift passage led down and
almost back under the, pitch.. This continued for several hundred

feet and the fact. fhat the cave had develdped on a fault was . .,
strongly in evidence, duetto, the"flat sharply,.defined walls of the

et

;;fﬁﬂgn@;ﬁhé“widegverticaljbaﬁdjpf>féult%ﬁﬁgzgqgi“‘thétﬂéﬁ‘¢né”innt

véduced ‘the rift to a 'flat oub crawl jist DVefore reghining height
igain into a”IQWTW@tégggalﬁlikeigpqwl.' This

and “then plungife once
marged‘thefququ our exploration,. C.. T VI aw L0 a i .
¢4 BES CAlY members of the part “visited thé bottom and the only.
noteworthy ‘point concérming our’exit wes the ne-belaying. of the .
“lower half;Bizthe“lad@eﬁ;ﬁromftheQraw;bqltg’q6nxéﬁiént1y,§ecuné@1
. 2t _the large lédge. ~ This made for easier.climbing’on,the upper.
half, LT L T e L el e
“;ﬁifj}ﬁ‘qQﬁ'ﬁhe‘saﬁurdajﬁafveryfrewaﬁ@iﬁgjseégﬁq*?isiﬁ”qééipaid o
Bilack Shiver Pot.. ' This pot like Penyghent Pot sesms to repay -+
:“ééqongﬁgndjgupcgssive‘ﬁiﬁits;f_fmpéfﬁeeling“of'dépﬁh;ahd;rémQtéﬂéss
__in the final canal is qUite uncinmy and the giry freedom of the 170
“*“TQCthrpé_h@hgiﬁgjpitchghakesﬂ%heﬁéffgfxgWell"@pﬁthwgile and the

_trip 4 %Fiﬁﬁb¥¢ﬁﬁi%?1éﬂﬁ§;ﬁfﬂ@ekfi#.Y?rKSQ?f?ﬁzmc::vr:gyu e
L ats e an R T voEy cooie om0 deMiriam, o
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ST lep e Tomy dand Tonte BUL oo o el T I
St CuBhberths, sooo-e oo fer szl eon oo ey Smen
.7 o1 Por @nyone conﬁémpﬁéting?§rSt.fChﬁhbeit”s;%riﬁ;fﬁléaée note

that dllﬂréq@éStSVfor”acceés'Shdﬁld'nbw?Eél%ddfggged*td“théfcaViﬁg

sécretary, B,E.C. '¢/o The Belfry, Wells Road, Prigdy. ™# "~ -
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i foe I -The Shepton have re jfopened the U-tube »in Shatter Serles.

LThlS work was carrsed out over the:Dast:hollday. fo L3 Bl PR

P EEE S CLoTiTER
‘.PMﬁNOR FARH.?‘“iﬁ”"' g . LT
o The surveyedwdebth ef Manor FarmJSWalletﬂ(see Descent 26)
cioks 498ft. -+ No-final length has ‘been: glven,*but 1t 1s b‘lleved to
A;:be abouﬁ 2 SOOft (Source—Descent).f'—n, L
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S John Miriam
Greg Smlth
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; Steve Conquest
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oo Overs the Bank Hollday week,.bhe above B de01ded %o v131t

;p;Rowten Pot.. ,As: we :drove into Klngsdale,‘the day was' clear and

¢ ~fine:with no, 31gn of;any other ‘activity dn-the:wvalley.  We parked
-the- cars- near the, gate:in: the wall.and proceeded: to d1oad rucksacks
with. gear..: 7 With: backs Dbent under &he: Load we - started. the” steep
‘cllmb up: to thertop of the: scariQur:clinb’ up. was® accompénied by

. various: mutterings from Fredradbout how:he.shouldr have brought his

:.walking boots and :that he:should: hevena: rucksack. s HAg ekt 'u

“rpurpose-Aguaquipment.plastici bag definitely: was: net de31gned to

- carry.ladders, ropesyrhelmets, lamps: and! wetsuits.: sl - i W
ot v Thertop of, ¢he stariwas:. soon’ reachediand the yawni ng
opening.of; Rowten Pot caught me by surprlse.“’il did: not expectx

¢'.;;such 8 large and- 1mpr9351ve ‘chasmi> = Whilst . waltlng for'iFred to

catch us up, .we wandered around: the' main?opéning looking. down’. 1nto
-the darkness,: . Rowten is- the largest and: most‘lmpre381ve r»ift in
. the Kingsdale- dlstrlct .not’ wnlike Hlum. Pot but*a :1ittle shaller
and;water can-be heard rushlng inté the’ depths. “AE few yards to-the
south of the -main;surface. opening is a- smallerueyehole whlch provides
a direct descent of 235ft to the bottom of Rowten Pot. .- ¥W¢ decided
~.rwe,wouldsenter phe system‘na the main:rifts and enter tne blg pﬂtch
ayaboutIBOft~down. et T gl S
' o Wengot changed and began ther descent - by cllmblng Srep i
uﬁbOHlderSrlntO the;main-opening. i :This route book ‘us ovér the-exit
of . Rowten -Cave, where:the water COmES i from;Ato thestop of ¥ he 90ft
Gulley.s i The- Gulley is-a very steep ¢limb down, by “the - 51Je of
the ;watery reguiring-a handline, ' ." At the bottom, ‘aibedding- - plane
crawl to the left and .away from.the water 'follows the flssure, ‘down
- Which the-waber: flows,’to the 'main shaft ‘andionto a - s1zeable landing.
+-Once ;onte this :landing, welall .stood uprightiand: looked up-‘to -the
- Small o enlng admlttlngkdayllght abova uss,f‘(Thls is the surface
...-eyehole), g serar Lol STl
We then brought out the ladders and ropes and 2 of us crossed
the Bridge, 2 narpow;.Tock span,:over the ‘deep. water flssure, to a
«.8mallt ledge whichr Adirectly overhangs ‘the remalnder of “the"maip pitch,
In the rockface, at,the -back of the ledge :were ‘two :sturdy eyebolts
‘to which we attached the ladder and lifeline pulley.i¥ “John -then’ fed
A90L%, of ladder:down. the :pitech whilst Gregi.belayed: hlmself and made
the llfelmne xweady: across'the. bridge on the: Qanding, 70

e st Cont/.....
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ROWTEN POT  Cont/....
, As._thisi was soi.deep pitchiwith ;some Water moise we decided
to use whistles taorgiverinstructionswhenion the ‘ladder} 7 - .

John descended first, then Greg and I lifelined Pete, down.

At this point I decided that I would go down later as L-did net
want Fred to lifeline me down (he beingfunexperienced-andfqll“tﬁat)

and -the rope.ndt:quite.long enough! for -doublé-lining, .

. _ Fred .and I satj;at :the top .whilst.the. 'others explored ‘below.
Bventually, we heard the two whistle signals to start .lifelining up.
After pulling up sbout 100f% of rope it became apparent that on-one
was on the end. With much cursing and pushing T persuaded Fred to
cross the Bridge and feed the line down again, with serious
misgivings as to whether the'line-had actually reached the bottom.
After crawling back on hands and knees across the Bridge, Fred
colourfully explained that:he: wouldn't bother' to descend,

Two more whistle blasits. were heard, so Fred and I started
hauling up again, After arfew minutes, I felt that no-one was on
the rope and asked Fred: to:lock over: the edge. He gingerly crawled
to the edge and confirmed my suspicions, so we threw the rope down
again, with.misgivings, wonderinhg what was going on beneath us; -

_ Meanwhiley. at the: bottom .of:the 150ft pitch, John'y -Greg and
- Pete proceeded downstream about 40ft to: where the. .stream flows over
-8 DOft pitch, .: This.was ;guccessfully laddered. to-the lefti of the

'_;stream;giving;a;dpy;ﬁQSCQnta . «After the 50ft! they climbed 'down

- 20ft which lead: immedistely to:aivery: wet30ft pitchi - .Contihuing
down: downstream they; roundedra bend. to.a: Low. arch’ which-gave - ofito
the 1st of a series.of 3: sumpsyi27ft.long,. 12ft and. 6Fft. whiich enter
The Kingsdalie Master. Caves Serie’s.;;-i There was: a handline through: the
27ft sump which wasscrystel cleari, ,  The'sump:appeared ‘to-be quite
tight with a Lloom:0fl fist-sized: smoothiboulders. = “The three then
began -the returnh upstream passing geveral dry; -interesting passages.

-, On the,return up 30ft and. 50ft. pitehes, - because of the water,
- they decided. foiuse:whistle signals, xe @ moko0 o L ool

= ~ Bventually,  Fred and:I.heard two mobte whistle blasts, so'I

started hauling.accompanied:by muffled’shouting’coming up . the shaft,

~iwLaber, a puffing and isweating Greg appeared. over the edgée: of the-

) ;fl:--:below- him, 09 e

¢+ 8haft angrily demanding why ~half:of"the lifeline Was hanging -

N o0 e e gt ST e R BT TR S A SFE R .
coo oocAftercarhasty-explanation; ‘I decided:to go dowh’ ahd/'meet  the
others at the bottom. Once over the ledge, the. ladder' hung- freely
down for 150f%. with-an:accessible’ ledge’ about 50ft down; The -
-descent was in;a-superb.shaft-with waterifalling sheer: somewheéré to
<the left, When:I reached:the-bottom,:the othens had®alréady de-
tackled;theiremaining,pitcheq;and,were ready .to ascend,I had -a: &
-quick look further :downstream and .then:set myself :for the return-

.. ¢limb after sending up the 'tackle, w.77-v. o,70 > of wf SR
L~ 7 - We followed.aup ;without inciden%,callstaking:Shortjfegﬁs;fﬁo
" meet,the others jon.the top landing, ;i Two of usquickly climbeéd 'oub
via the crawl and gulley to:drop a.line down the éyehole:to draw up
the tackle, and save the mmainder of ‘the party hard work -through the

[ crawl. ' o e . | H ) S S I

. . .-Qnée-everyone. was on the -surface, I apologetically = v/
.. explained o themiall why.the initial lifelinewas: a bit{!!l) iYoose

" .an they apologised to me_ for not thinking -about the use of WHistles

- .-sQ close to the main' shaX®. i

,-ﬁhV@@xhgqodgtnip;wds:eﬁjbyé&iﬁyﬂéiiiiékceptVFred;fWQp“kéﬁﬁ

" slipping out of .this; sandals: on the climb:down to the cars.' ’:

Steve Conguest & _
Pete Lingwood.
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: A number -of solo dives. by, Geoff ‘Yeadon of Kendal CaV1ng
Club, involving a 1000ft~Longusum--at the end of Boreham Cave
near Arncllffe has let to a spectdcular dlscovery."_ %t ‘the end
of “the submerged.sectlon of” the “cave dVer “male of Toomy, passage
was' entered, " Thig is™ partlcula 1y Well decoréted and c¢ontains
one of the flnest straw Celllngs 1d‘thexcountry’“, The largest
straws arerreputed to‘be ten“neet;g%_lengﬁhq“” | '

»

Lancaste

-.n.,,,

betw e’ Plppr tﬁ.Pot and‘the"Lencaster— Easeg111 cemplex{ -
definite: dralnagd-llnk has*been,eetabllshed, But whetheér it hd
“been dlved or only'dye orqspore_tested _ot clear”' 'Thf“";,
coulld tle up . w1th.the dlscovery made“ln 1971 of some’ passages'
_.running -south’ from the ‘Lahtaster-Basegill through route.ir It
hoped then that thege would connect .with Plpplkln Far Streamway.
_If tHis @nvlsaged ~conneet10n‘13'maﬂe the result ould be a ceve
-”system ‘with4a’ total length of“dVer 2Ohﬁ1 L
th;ngs develop.fw -

T S
—ﬂ” ”n.“ »J" )

>f;~«~~1 quegyoufw1li=p bably know 1974ais{welsh Caveréonsemnatlon

ﬁ; '1-'-?;'&.-:'

L

""hlgh water= 1evel rangey -2 .sumpsforms.in the:N

--Year and, prompted byﬂihls,wthe A”vaknofrs ML CoC. focussed:ihsh
attention to- they"wear" which-, 13vnow‘verywapparent<1n Sthe. passgges
normally. reached; vig, fthe-.top. entrance~of OFD.-TI4( .. This.wear takes
the- form of- demagp to sand; and. muirfloorah;causeﬂ—by parties; i
crossing. the . marker: apea;nh-Fonmatlonsvtoo, are;damaged. .~ithe: tip

spff;mhe Trldentpfhee ‘been: broken of frand’ many formations muddied,

1

Access.w1l,,now be queaﬂigorously melpialned 2 Thie hajor

;_?,effect of this will; be thet:visitimg parties wishing:to: obtaxnza

key must -write to the secretary of S.WiC.Cuufor-a:permits .. This
smust.be :produced~to, the dutxhptﬁ;eeghat-the Smwtﬁn ,-HQ on the
bl weekend in yguesiionswho wildxidhen provideia keyuioxo o worwd e
oo - Thige is.mnof a3 beokingreystem,: so . that. youuwlll-stlllzbeJ
‘xable\to obtalnmeceess O, anyw@ate .prqyldedgedvangewperm1s51pn,1s
seught. sl Loowvers a1 U 3 FHIr wogtes oot an un
ria Cwm Dwrtls;not effected 1"Carb;de lamps:wild
be dlscouraged exeept as-emergency: lighting and:partiecs should:be
no “larger then seven of whom no more than half should be'nov1ees.
Arenli r! *L Pwexn Liiga s ‘t:=sr'es alds il
St ¥ F": "_“:_,—'. "‘J Taa vl oo _n‘f. muu\.«
Allwedd - Grand ClrclerRoute.,zf;ev Spth T Lemmos w0 %
' Lo e Looin e Glsdd o modtod w5 un Tigod
i+ This tripris best: dpnerln theiorder Southern Stream, 4th
Choke. 3rd Choke;,.: T g:iconnection;itself: 15 through very.loose.
.-boulders and singe. iy ig,vertical;it. 1sﬁbestdcllmbed down’ rather
zthan Up. e Alsorroute¢f1nd1ng,1sﬂeesaer in:this: dirvection. i
e Several -parbies:haye repoxtednthat:an the~upper end;of.the

3

_ Narrows sgction of
~Deep- Water, making theﬁrouteflmpassable.w,lAt ;the..same!'time, - il

o ‘reported,  the.strong.flow washes. - beulders-and. .debris dinto the: passage

e ety
B A

-through the. 4th .Chokey so; thatfa party ceuld geticaught: Betweenwthe
Cont/....



’

,v}pGEN“RAL HEWS Cont/...

the two chokes. There is an emergency depotaaboutnﬁooft upstream
of the c¢onfluence with Southern Stream. B S e womm

. - - “ S
I R Y 0o T S . ) _‘ foie
TRENTIRLG LR T ey OGS

,;4 THRUPE LANB SUALLET

' After.” Slx years of determlned assaults by 301nt Wessevﬁl

’iWestmlnster dlgglng forces, Thrupe Lane ‘has. ylelded “its secrebsa

......

Its dlscovery is a aust reward for the Adiggexrs concerned N

" Phé v111ege of.. Thrupe ig 51tuated about 1% ‘miles NE of, .
Croscombe on the Wells<Shepton Mallet road.” "THe dig site 1lies
on the right of the road-up—-from-Croscombe, some flfteen yards .
away in the corner of a field. - ot

The first shaft sunk was abandoned as belng t00 unpromls~

ing, and.the second shaft was, .started 12 ydsaway,... This second
shaft wes'e gargantuen.effort, provzdlng ‘ample: room,for work for
thé whole of its 421t descent from ground 1evele.L1After nine :
months of dlgglng ir “the “shaft _the narrow entrenceé Tift revealed .

'1tself... Now, called-the Ferret Run, thlsrrift was artlficially
,_enlarged and ‘the. route was pushed through to Sllt Pot, v1a :_y{“
Corkscrew Canyon.@;.r. '

v‘-‘d :

- r'

Sllt Potrw1th 1ts,50ft cllmb led to e w1dewr1ft,.snd s

'boulder choke nearly as~h1gh..r Another small potewhere waterqwas

heard Ied back to SIit Pot.

Unbeknown to ‘the dlggers on. thelr way to Sllt Pot they
had passed the top of another pitch which was obscured by a gravel
choke. When this choke was . cleared and enlarged Perseverance
Pot, as it has since been dubbed, was revealed. f.. .l l._.li ol

The initel. section of thls pltch is quite tlght and the

- Yadder-cis-best uged for~hand hglds- and only the ‘oc¢éasional foothold.

It widens:iout for: the last 45ft or’ sow but i stallfnerrow enough

“ror the *limber to:leanibatk-against the Wall an&'admire the: v:Lew°

v Litl €he bobbemi'a "shall dpening waseenvestlgated and wag’
fouﬁd to be 'a ‘connection with ‘the bottom: of S1itiPoyy” A cold

. draught wassdebeciad © comlng frdm»another ‘B Ll ‘holey- and after

digging “throupgh: & Lkin: layerﬁof .sgnd,,’ Cowsh Crawliwigs fevedieditin

v oall its malodoreus zlory.s Thls*Bft long - kneendeep ‘crawl in

-

“fetid glutinous.mud Aed out 1nto a*large chamber.~- ThlS 1s now
called Butt's Cgamber“:‘uha‘ iy

w0 .+ Nttention. was now: turned to«ﬁhe hole on the\left lmmedlately
after Cowsh Crawl.r =~ This/ded to Briige Rifty-Ebme 7086 highibut
bottomed by .only. 20ft of:ladder-after a bit: ofoboulder: cllmblng.

- Atidghe bottomsof Brldge‘let the! Thrupe stream»leads:down fori430Lt

or so to a narrow rift. This was banged to reveal the head’ of:
A¥zlanche Pot,d2:This. is a free'clifnb of 80ft with' a’ wet take-off

Lpoint and: leads| to a falrly lerge rlft end'eqstreamway headlng down

H

toraissmall sumpit Lo SRR ETE A CoaEVen L

Halfway. up Butt S Chember a smell crawl 1eeds 1nto Marble
Chamber and the dull boom~¢of~water-is heard somewhere below. To
follow the sound of the water,.the toube’is.through. somslloose

rboulders at the bottom of the chamber's sloping floor.

. " The ‘shoi¥:passage from Marble Chamber 18848 %63 high
small chamber :with water: pouring: from” efhlgh 1n1et.r, This. stréam .
f18ws down e mosti attradtive’ andieiéan=cut passage, with short ‘Steps
taking. the’ depthdown s6me” 20ft - oF” so;':‘Thls stream' passage leads .

“to: the most: spectacular ‘#ind- in” the system 6"far 2iptlas Pot.

L ‘The fap: wall i% soma" 55-40rt away; but Atles Pot is much ‘

iiwider, béing~yet -andther. rlft._ "30ft" down’ ®n the-Iéft- is” ‘a 1arge
‘=‘ledge, from this one’ can¥climb up to* a perched false ' ‘flo6r and ‘also

-reach- afsuperb»free 80ftpitch which'lies pardilel” “tothe: K185 -main
R Cont/eaae
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THRUPE LANE SWALLET Cont/i..:

pitchi  This ledge gives a most impressive view of the pot and
stream, '

The 80ft wet descent leads to the sloping bottom of the
pot- the height from pot.base to stream inlet being 150ft. From
the bottom of the pitch 200ft of passage leads to a sump. At this
point the total depth is estimated at 400ft,

The cave is at present gated and access control is being
determined; Should Thrupe Lane be made accessible to other cavers . ;
it should be noted that heavy rain floods the entrahce area fairly 4
quickly ind an obvious cut-off point would be the streamway leading to
Ltlas Po

B.Terry: .

EETERS T0_THE EDITOR

I think that the club badges etc, is a good idea. Digd you
know that Pen-y~ghent stores do such a service?

Tan Bramble.
AALAAAA

Congratulations to John on the manufacture of the new
club ladder which, zlthough heavier to carry, is much easier
to climb, .

Pete Lingwood and Steve Conguest.
AAAAAAAAA

Jokes

Did you hear about the man who could make a lassoo
with one finger?

With a view to persuading his girl~friend to submit to
his carnal advances sn amorous caver presented her with a solitaire
diamond ring and some muttered promises of marriage. Desgpite the
expense, however, she continued to deny him her favours. He
sought advice from 2 fellow caver in the pub. He was told that
a solitaire dlamond wgs not enough and that he should replace it
with two.

Next weekedd he met his friend on Mendip and reported great
suecces with-his girl-friend.

—"You see", his friend said smugly "s double diemond works

wondurs"'






