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SECRET~1Rt- Pete Mathews:. 155 Radcliffe Way, Northoit, Mxdd~c.
~ ü:i P~wn,ë O1:~841 .8769

TREkSURERC Ron Saundeis.~Ry1stone 21 R hoo~Avej Hazle~re,
BiIoks~

Phone. Penn 3487
AtLfJ.~

MEET SECRETARY Bill Jones: 91 St. Séviours Road,Croydon, Surrey.
& RESCUE WARDEN :.~.~hone 01 689 1529

COT1TLGE WARDEN Wayne Hiscox 47, Lansbury Drive, Hayes, Middx.
(can be contacted at work betwe~.en~8 30am’—~5.Oo’~pm

• -. . . Phone 01 573 3888 Ext 677)
-~ U - -

TACflE~.STER~ John Mzriam Glehville, Wheeler Lanej Witley, Surrey,
~~ ~o.LL Th Phone Wo~1ey:2981.ftr~:

r ~ 4) 7 .._( JR I a

RECORThER Greg Smith;: 131,•Iia~den Lane;1 Wátf&d~.2Hértth..
~ •L~ J:ji..~ . :~ud ~ Pfione’?Watfbrd~~296o6*

r L —

EDITOR Bryan Terry: 54, Bruns*ick. Crethcentj.~New...Sbuthta.t~,.
- /c •1. C :LondonkN.11 IEB.
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WEEKLY CLUB are held ~t the “Royal Oak”~
~~TI~QS,: ~iddx~ehjnd E~entfordFootbal1 Club Grqund)

r ~ ~very1ThurØay night until diosing tzinø,
.~4~4SMMa .:z:;~’ .:

., ~ ..

COTTAGE Stirrup Cup, Nordrach..dh_Mendip, Blagdón, Sotherset.
ACCOMMODATION for over 30 people — all essential
services.
~ at~Opper~night.(or~2Qp~4ay fee).di Gues@par~ty bGqkzngs through~the cottage wa,rden.

‘S.. -r~ •M~M-~A~M4&hiH~ 1
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Well, at long last it&~.hê~dI. As even the most unobservant
of you must have now realised the newsletter is now sporting its
long awaited cover. I will therefore take this~oppdrtututy -to
thank everybody concerned in its conception, design and production.
However, a smart cover is no substitute for..a:ffew~slétter icith
uninteresting contethts~L f..Sô far, LI hä.v& been given plenty of
articles, all of which I have been pleased to print. If this
reponse continues, the success of the.Etawsletter will be assured..

If you have any articles to submit, I am up at the club
most Thursdays, or if you cant get over to Brentford just pop theni
in the post to me. I am trying to producw the ‘ñéwslettéi~ on a
monthly basis, but again this.•dependsj qT~?oontributions. With this
in mind I will try to produoe each.editi[ot at the begining of every
month and will bring the copies up tp the club for two successive
weeks. This gives me a chance to ~ee~people personally and also
to distribute as many N/Ls as, possible by hand. With the recent
increase in postal charges this will mean quite a saving. If you
have any articles you want included in the next months NIL, I would

cont/...
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appreciate receiving them by the third week of the month-r;•-i~40r4
I would be most interested to hear from anyone

obbp in supplj,es. ot. ~ecerit~ ~1jip1ica ting. paper~ch~çapi3r. Sp.-icers-.~~~
Plt&Pabri,çbr Cr~x1ey Scrzpt would beH.de~l’.~ The size is A4’t
and the wetght’Th’71gmá/s~E I mention this because the N/L
4~~bpppming,.. ~~gy expen~iv~e.~ to~ ~f°~1~~3~any suøkZ:hpApp.~~

:~ he appreciated.
nC~;:: (N(~,C.≠.J;,34c B. Terry.
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CLUB NEWS
7 , ~ J~!i~c’~ ii ry’~ajj] ~ r Cr

~ ~ fl’~tr~o.~ ;.d :c.ic.
F —,

At last its out Only six years were needed to produce this
tremezidous pu~lic~tion~JT Thi&fantastic~feat of ~ublisha.ng d.â”a
reflection ~:tI~JElong ijour:E of dedicated work put in by a relay of
journal editors. It also gives a true ~indication of the interests
and enthusipsm~of-the ~rou~.cc ‘C ‘~ Lt3X~ic

Th&flnt~nts;~’ro~afl quite dated but are still of some interest
to members. Articles are included on:— Faulting, Devon, Belgium,

~ ~-~n ~
IT” ~çuajhêve ot~fltreCLeiflt your ôd~ it 1~’ ~robábl~ because
~

M.C.G. Journal.No.6. -~ .s’”~ •

~ fl~1 ~L~>~JS ~
A ThIs 5ourn~ , Jwa$qh~wi 1~’ verLt~.~~ént ~iects o1t~ê ~roup’ s

work, shoul& be a~ilabl~ ~frhen ~b4~p~yjourH975’thibscription. It
is already nearing producti~n~atft’iWst minute articles should be
handed tn as,soon as,possible.. .~

V?4 ~ r4~., ~—.e ~ 1’L 4 ¶~.i ~

- ~~ at ews.
U ~- ~ .L

‘h”~t1~,wJ4kéM iOth/llth of August
~~rwedke’dd’ .~ L~~pj~ the fact
that we may soon be thinkin~i~Gf ~xtLfling our new cottage, some work
has to be done on our existing one. Certainly the elements need
keeping at bay with a coupi 14~d~á~IóTf creosote; as for other work,
no doubt Wayne will be glaCtWffdtT~&~you how you can help out.
~~ :.!~ fZ.V’E ~ t~. I.E

~± S.[J*1~ ~fl~’ faa.~ ~fj~f ‘fl?l ~ Zjif(iiJ1 ff~’”

Chaç~es’iof-~Jddre;ss: -~‘~-~i~1 iIiw ~. . i;~:ri ~Wi~ ‘~i! D~.

1,-~, ~-~fl ~ L~3r -~;E~.O~) \H~’i7’ICVC :i~V~r~~
-Na.~~olacø..otter ‘.r:~ ii j:/~. off ~ ~ ~S1~

vi. ~- 2494i Fèl,thaffi Hill Ro~d~t~; ~
ai1~ . iñ.sh’fdrçi~:~~-3 I cThi¼; H’
-~r .-~ rc~. x~t[’Middx;~ -.zc’.’)cJ~. ~ ~.. fl~!r(4~, .-:r’~~--’a

4 !~. .:: r., ~.-. Ii
(‘ jJ — (4 —

- Penny & ian’Bramble -‘ . ‘ oq
1, ~ 4rZ tO.. 35Sf Ld* Brow&,’ t ~

IC{’kfield~ -~ L ~

C ‘- A5leuid~C 1~~
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wintsuntia.e irYorkshire-~,

;Ma~y luck bp’ie rnan~èd to ~et th~cornpl~te we,ek ~‘ft.’
for Whitsun. ., Fuil~ advantage wa’~ taken by~’ eryo~&conce~neft and
quite a few members made1 the Dales thejr rendezvous.

ThoseSb~ York~hire flr ~the week Wcludeh Greg §mith qnd.
‘~ohn Mirièih~based in Cla~ham, Steve’cbnqueat,-pete~tjn~wooa ~nd -

Fred Burton ~.n Sefl,le ?nd-,Pete Mathews,,Don Vosper, Bifl.Jones aM
Dave Stanford camping1u~’in’Deut:

9~yes~tisitèd~inciudà&, Hurneflfoss.Pot,;Rowten Pot, ~laok
Shiver Pot, Kihgsdaie”!’las%r, Upper. Long Qhurn,’-’Thbeth Perir qud;
Dovecote Cave. ‘Màny~~i4ts~iere suppeftand.a flumbet:óf ~oñg ltalks
accomplished. John, Greg, Bi4, and ‘Pete all inishing the Three
Peaks in about nine hours,’ -

~MMM& ~

Iorksh-ire”l5th/lGth,-.June;
sU. . - -~ - - L,

-. Bill Jones,iPete.fla.thews~ Pete~Spain and DotyiVosper- átopped
at- Bull Pot Farnu )..fFrom here a sporting trip, getting.hopelessly
lçst.4 wasjnade into Buir Pø&:of.theWitohes-. ‘—This was followed by
anJeveningstroi1~arounajngie~on Fallnnd a Sunday Trip down
.Aygill ~Cavern.i:joA ~‘eally festering ,weekend~-’ ‘:~:r .

-. MMÔM * - -

- r- .~ :~t’1’..- •.,•‘~ - :. -.5.-, ~

.4

HURflEL MOSS 1NJ’f i-H r
— - 4. _0 . . 4-,..,._,. . - - -.C ~ . ‘I ~ -

Ater4d leisurely bank holiday Satiarã&y drive up to ~
Yorkshire (~çior to a~(t~éks’ stay)’ Greg ~nd~1~found only a token
cothplementofPenrjjfl&-f!jernbersin residenqe at~Greenolose. The
dày was far too~adf ?cird’ to. entqptaiñ the thou~htzof going un~.et
ground and. sqthe’usuai discussion conc~rning what we would do
the following~day took place. Betwe~n the three of us, (Bill
Pybus bping the third) iye managed to elimuiate Iox~ 9ne reasoif or
anotheiS, eadh àf the caves suggested as thqy came to mind. That
was the cake ijntijHurnel T1os,s Pot was mention,ed and.1we. found that
we couldn’t eliminate that :one ~because we simply didn’tknow
enough about it. ‘ Referrenoe to-a copy of The Limestone and Caves 401
North West Englandsuggested an entrance pi.tch,of 10 metres folldwed

a ‘broken pitch of’ 55 me.tres. As I wés ,keen td try out a ~atoh
.s~ freshly -made iadder I a’ttempt.~d-to .qQnvip.ce the ~other~ that’tbis

,was worth Llóoking at-. ~o ,my amazement tthey needed no- persuasion
“and so -we adjourned to *artake of the üsuäl thaturday ,evening pastime.

A l&te’ start on Sunday was unav~idable with ~ill holding
regular Sunday morntñg--Karate/Judo trainingsebsions (at the Ingle—
borough Hotsi~ and so it was only after a couple of jars at this
establishment that we and two .young’Lpt.ospectjve Pennjne members
began making our way up the track from Claphem and on to the
Allotment.

A westerly compass bearing from Bar Pbt put u~ in roughly
the right direction for Hurnel Moss and after about ~I~t~or ≤eveñ

,.~~ndred yards pnd s~tepdency northwards we--came~-aqross,a large,
:deep shaicØhblb .with a ,low; entrance. leading of~ at theTkottom. -

The &breàm—bed ~~~ary and ,wét suits, obviously superfluous (as we
had indeed antcipèted). -.

Cont/..



HURIWL MOSS POT. vOont!..

The first pitch (in fact free climbablç) wap- encountered.
immediately and proved tb be about 20 fettdeep~ —--Thiè led onto’
a sloping bould~r ,strewn floor which after,..abpat thirty feet
dissapeared into spac~. In my reckoning 5~ metres was about
170 fe~t and so ‘this amount of ladder plus 15 feet.f or luck was
fed over; the pitch whilst trying ~xotto 4islodge t~o ~any bouldets
lit the proöess. Witb tcio lifelines t~.b& together r-prppeeded to
descend. - -

M~tdescênt was halted after 1O.f~et by the fifl-t. ledge and
Ibegan to wonder i~f~we.phould hévé 1adc1e4’~d:ftom.ph~re:but
confident that the extra 1~feet of ladde’r~’would take care of this
I carried on As I climbeg. down, ~the thafl 1?egan to reveal its
trpe dimensions.~ I was impressed by~th~è site at least but, as,
1 climbed a*k~a~dly past’ Añother’ledge~nob by the qüai’ity~ I
could now see a great heap of ladder below me and at about a 100
feet I landed on what provedttobe-~the largest ledge (some 15 feet
square).

After lowering the remaining ladder dowxtthe next part of
the pitch I free climbed about 15 feet down a water worn gulley,

.:before~.regaimin~ the ladder.t~
after a further 40 feet and then I came to~the end of the lifeline,

;.inèarl~ritb the ~fld~)of the;:.iádder but~.’nôt’ft&~theCêfld ef~thepitch.-~
I noted that my’]it~ht wouldtIbt pene&ate:tO3thei.farallofthei
shaft, took part in antndectphetable:ShbUtiflg oontest’with’tho’Se
above and duly retreated to the large ledge.

I untied and after aLwbile.~és joined by one of the two
prospective Pennine carrying the 30 foot ladder that we had put
down the first pitch. This then allowed a complete descent, of
what proved to be 195 feetO~

At the foot of the--pitch-a~ higir rift passage led down and
almosttack under t~w.pitch.~.. This oontinue&Sor eeye~al hundred
feet and the fact thdt.thbcave had: devemt7edcan a”f~uitwas
strongly in evidence,düe-to-the flat shappl3 iefiried..wa~,].S of the
rift and the wide vertical band of fault bre$r4ia that ‘at one point
reduced the rift to a flat out crawl just bbfo+è ~regaining height
and then plungihg once ‘~gain into a low:wet ~nalL~ii~e;brawl. This
marked the endof our exploration.

A All memb~r~ of the party visited the bottom and the only
noteworthy~p,oiht concerning our. exit was:~t1~ ±‘e—bels3tiñg of the
lower half df.the ladderfrom the .ra*lbolt,q conveniently secure~.
at the largelé-ige. Tlfls made for easiex’.~c]1imbing on, the uppe±’
half. -

On the sat~urday a very rewarding sec~nd visit v~a~ paid to
Black Shiver Pot. This pot like Penflhent Pot see~sto -repay ~

~second and successive visits. The feeling of dep,th and remoteness
in the ‘final ~anal..is quitç uncanny and the a’iry fi’eedOmof the ‘[70

• ‘“‘foOt free~effort,well wOrthwhile and the
trip a suitapiO finale’ td’~ igëek in Yorkshire~~ n

- . J’,-Miriam.
• •~- :‘ 4AM~ MMÔ -

-w r
- NENDIP NEtJS ‘ - -

-r

St Cuthbert’;s. t -- ‘ tf. -~-• - -

Fox’ añyone contemplating- a St. Cüthbert’s :trip-~’please note
that all ‘requeèts’ for access ‘should now ~W-~drb~sed -to :the caving

ctëtari~ E.E.C. do The Belfty, Wells ~&d Iax1y. - -‘

Cont/..
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SWII,DON’S

~±~*i~ £~h~..~hep~Qn ,~8Ve:re :o~efled~t~e ~Utub~ ~ Bhattei Series.
This work was carried out over the[Eastholiday.J~

MESOn FARM I t - - ~I £ - -

4- ,-~ 1 -1 I

The ~surv,èyed~tpth ~io-f. Manor: Farm- JSwali.’et ;~‘s ~“ê’scent 26)
as 498ft. No final length has been given, but it is bcélieved to
be about 2,500ft (Source—Descent).5

- ROWTENPOT

U’ -.~ ~ - •~,I_-.~ - ..- . --

Ii * — I > _% I)
- John Miriam’ ~P]jxi- F~i~ Burton

- - ~ Greg Smith
PeteIangwoo&~

-4 ~ Steve Conqu&st -

~ Over the Bank Holiday week, the abov.e 5 decided’ ‘to visit
Rowten Pot. As we drove into Xingsdale, the day was clear and
fine with no sign of, any other activity in the valley. Me parked
the cars near the gate an the wall and proceeded to aothi rucksacks
with gear. With backs bent under the load we started the st~ep
climb up to the top of the scar.Oun climb up was accompanied by -

various mutterings from Fred about how he should have brought his
walking bo9ts and that he should~have a rucksack. his all-
purpose Aquaquipment plastic bag definitely was not designed to
carry ladders, ropes, helmets, lamps and wetsuats.

The top of ‘the scart was soon reached’ an& the yawn’ing
opening of Rowten—Ppt caughtrme by surprise. ii did not expect
such a large and impressive chasm~ Whilst waiting for ~Fred to
catch us up, :we wandered arouhdLthemaI&.oj~eningaabkin~- dovin\.’-into
the darkness, Rowten is the largest and most impresslve rift in
the Kingsdale district, not unlike Alum Pot, but’ alIttle s!ualler
and water can be heard rushing into the depths; Arfewyards to the
south of the main1surface opening is a smaller.-ayehole which provides
a-direãt descent of 235ft to the bottom of Rowten Pot, .Hi~Té deóided
we}would enter ~he systemvia the main~ rift and enter the big pitch
about SOft down. ‘ ‘

W~ got changed, and began the descent by climbing over
boulders~into the main, opening. This route took us over the ent
of 1Row n --Cay w1ere .the~wa ter - cdmas’iftot;* ~to t’he~t~p oS -~ bite 9Oft
Gulley. :LTiw~Gt~aey..is-~a very atee~:-c]i-ith~ d~t14:2bthé~s1d*4f
the water, requiring a handline. r At the bottom,’ ê~beãiing ~1ane
crawl to the left andaway from~t.he:..wster’~fo-],ldwththefia~iireçr4dwn
~~to .thetniaiñ ~th-ft 1andiio2jtc’~th álzeable landing.

0nce onto this landing, we all stood upright and looked up to the
small o~enn~g admit-tingLdaylaght above us-. (This is the surface
eyehole).- r~ ,

We then brought out the ladders and ropes and 2 -of u~- ó±ó’ased
the Bridge,- -g- -nar~w: ~nck ‘span, .:ove±v the ~‘deep-.-vate-r fissü~e, to a

1small tedge which directly overhangs the remainder of the main pttch.
• -. rIa the -rockface, fl~-:the ~ba,ok; :of the-. ledge- ~were -t~ohsturdy .eebolt:s

to which we attached the ladder and liMii-ne- pülleyjft Johd’-thbn~ fed
l5Oft of ladder down the pitch whilst Greg be’layed’ himself and made
the lifp1$np ~eady a c-ross. -th~- bridge) anY —the~-laaidihj. 1 -f~ -~ -!

Cont/..



ROWTEN POT Cont/.,..

As ~thi~: was :&;.&ee~ ~pit~h’~w•ith some ~tet~no1se~é dec~d~d
to use whistles to:r~iv~e:~instructj;ons ~whemi’ofl the •1adda~~~-

John descended first, 1~~e~x Greg and I lifelined Pete; down~
At this point I decided that I would go down later as Ltd1dnt~
want Fred to lifeline me down (he being:unexperienced ~ndaII that)
and the rope not qu~te~long enough for double—lining.

Fred and I satçat the top whilst the others explored below.
Eventually, we heard the two whistle signals to start ~llfelihing~ up.
After pulling up about lOOft of ;ope it became apparent that on—one
was on the end. With much cürEit~g and pushing I persuaded Fred to
cross the Bridge and feed the line down again, with serious
misgivings as to whether th~:;lin~..had actually reached the bottom.
After crawling back on hands and knees across the Bridge, Fred
colourfully Ee~lained that;i~he~ ~ould& t- bdtherL to descend.

Two more whistle biasis~ wer& heard, so Fred and I started
hauling up again. After;. a~:fewi minutes, I felt that no—one was on
the rope and asked Fre&;tojlook :over~ the edge. He gingerly crawled
to the edge and confirmed my- suspicions, so we threw the rope down
again, with mi.sgivings, wondering what was going on beneath us.

Meanwhile, at the bottom of the l5Oft pitch, John, Greg and
Pete procee!Iecr downstream about: .4Oft to where~ the ;atream- .flows::.over
a 5Oft pitch. This was successfully latlered tcf the left of the
stream giving a dry descent. After the 5Oft they climbed down
2Cft which lead immedipteJ.y to a very wet3Oft pitch. Continuing
down downstream they rounded- a bend to a low arch which save onto
the tfl• of •a~ serjes;of-.3;~ sumps;f 27f.t.long. t2ft and. 6i~t. which enter
the Kingsdale Master Cave Sextes., There w~s a heMline through the
27ft sump which was crystal clear, The sump appeared to be quite
ti.ght with a floor of fist—sized smooth boulders. The three then
began the return upstream pessipg several dry, interesting passages.

On the~rat~n up301t ani 5O.ft.p1t~he~;~ because”ofthe~:ater,
they decided to us&1whistLe signals.

Eventual-ly, Fred anctl heard two mote whistle blasts, so I
started hauling.ra.ccompa.nied~.i5~r muff:ltct shoutingfl.ocmihg..u~Lth.e thaft.

.~:~:.Later,. .a puffing an&;sweatiñ~ Greg~ ~appear d O~e~ the ed,ge~ of t~a•
shaft, angrily demanding why -half of the lifeline was hanging
below him.

After a hasty explanation, I decided to go down and meet the
others at the bottom. Once over the ledge, the. ladder~ hung freely
down for l5Oft with an accessible ledge about 5Oft down. The
descent was in a superb shaft with water falling sheer somewhere to
the left. Xrjhenrl reached ‘the bottom, the others had already de—
tackled the remaining pitches and were ready to ascend.I had a
quick look fu]tlrr downstream and then set myself for the return
climb after senling up the tackle. -.

We followed up yithout incident, all..tnking short rests, to
meet the other~,on the top landing. Two of us quickly climbed out
via the crawl and, gulley to4rop a line ~down the eyehole to draw up
the tackle, and. save the mmainder of: the partyhard work -through the
crawl. r -

Oncq everyone was oh the surface, I ‘~poJ.ffgetically
explained to thepsall why the initial b,feline was a bitCLi~) loose
and they apologised to me Xor not thinking about the use of ~whistles
so close to the main shaft.

A very good trip was enjoyed by all, except Fred, who kept
slipping out ~~gs3.sandais} onthe climb;rddwn t.d the dâ-rs;

Steve Conquest &
Pete Lingwood~
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A number of. sp].o dives. by.4cóff Teadon of Icendal Caving
Club, involving a 1OQOft~i.iGnghsua4!a.t the end of Boreham Qave
near Arncijffe bps let to a spect~duia~r disoovex~y. ....A~t the end
of the submerged section of the cave qtet ~ mile of roomy passage
was entered. Phxs is particularly veIl deqor&ted and contains
one of the finOt straw ceilingb izt~thd..country: Th~ lax~gest
straws ard reput1çd to be te~t1e4 Ø~+ len~tui~o j

11:):t&1e. r’’<; ~kk La : ~ .~ r~

Lancaster — Pippikin’ I - -

.7
- - Some va’~jd ~àws has j’ust ‘r~bb.~S& m& of a~ p&ss~ble34nk’

between Pipprkin ~ot rand the Länc~s,tdr— Easegall comp.lex.~ Ad
definite drainage’- link hbs Seen esta~lisbesi, but whether it has
been dived or ohl~ d~e ,,or,~ dpor& tested ≤t .n~t clear. 1’has, link
dould tie up wi,~tb4’the d~!scover3t rn~te~9~fl’t97i of some pps~e.s~

.running south’ Vrrom. the Latc8ster~-Ea~bSiii thTMaghroute.~ ~ ~as
hoped then that theqe youl,d connect ~with~ PippikTh’ Fat ~treamway.
If t1ii~ e fs&ge~ conne&tio-h ts m~zl~ tbe’ result woU]~dt; be a cave
tsyitei with a to~tàl length of rever 2O~1ds. ~~1dre~n?dws~when
thin~s devel.op,. . .,;9-i L. p...

~ ~‘. c_~fl:~.. .‘‘‘-c~Nz-~.. ~. rnJ

- _‘t. . .~ :,.‘;ç. .~-, fl’’ ‘i’- ~.t •r,_

t€,,~,:- ~ rflC~tt~Lt 1~w’~,z:. -.~-..

ACCESSTQOFDII ‘ ,- r, r~ ~

~ :..: ‘~a.21 ..

~~wi],t~ pttabab;iyc1cnow.,i974.,is,~Ielish C~ve.Qomser.vatjon
- Year and-, ~prqjnp~ed ~Pt~his,,,~thp AAG.&1 oIis-.~w~c-..c-: fo~us~ed,.itê.

attention- to .the~~’wpa~’ ‘y~ich- & flowj;’very~a.pparen~ izr ~the passstges
normally reeph~.d~ -yia the- top .~i1t~?flC&’rof OWD~.IIf.’ ... This,.wear takes
tha form o~’-deffi?gp to Sapil ~ènd mud~rfloQrs~,~ p~u’a~- by part-ie~ :‘~-

crossing the;mft~’ker ~tapes,v ~ FQrmaibi2ona.(to.o,r -ftre- cdama:ged —the. tip
of “The. Trid.~ntLI!, hp~s been b~b~*en off~nd ~atzy flo~mativns ~mudditd.

Accessz.will-now. bp ~~~Tt~ .~ajor

effect- of .-tbis wil]. be .thfl’yisit~ng .parti&s .~i-sh~ng~ ta bbtai~: a

key must write to the secreta±y of S.W.C.C~.-~f,ora p-e~cmtt-; - This
ozi’mUst1be: produc-Ø&,to the du,t~ pff~ic-ar~, at; ths S .4hQI.Ci:dIQ on th®

• -w~eekend’ ifl~ Q~flow’who wilJrSh.en ~rpv-ide2a køy. ~:a r~ . -~

- -~ •~ Tb-is is1 ua.k a-i booJcingr~systeir,. So: that yau;Mil~i~ stjlj.j hr
$le’to- obtain—acoess on spy ate-.-t proitid-qd ..adva’n.ctcpermisstbn, is
sQught. :~j .L~V ~ -. -. . •;.. .J’1]’ Y.IttSJ :~:.

- kccess fls Gwm Dwr 4~sj not- a-ffecjied..~ Qarbi-de . lamps will
•be-discourag~d.~e~ccept as eme~genoy-~ lighting end. parties shouldo.be
no larger then seven of whom no more than half should be ‘novices.
:‘:.rt’~.L,’.’~

•“‘.f’~fl,’;-r.j<4 H: D :,‘ — ~‘. J .L..’ Cf57 J.
Age~Allwedd — Gread Circle Route1- ~s, . . - .rn:n.~ .

:~v-~ L(IOLi. .: ~‘. .. -i ~o - - - ~- ~-~‘ I
Thip t ipe is— best: dpne-~ju :Uw order, SowttGrn. Stream, 4th

Choke, 3M Chpke~ Thc.’connection:.its~elf j.s-...through v.ery lp~s,e.~
-. -boulders and sir~c Wip verticaLj-t.-j~ best cliabed~down rfl~.er
- ~.than up. .~ easier in thiw djr~ction. ~::-

Seyeral-parties.hs-ve rqpoflècl tha.t4n.the—upppr end; oft-the
high water-i ~eve1 ~‘ang~-~--a su~p~forms.in theNwn4~ wection of
Deep Water, making . er’*oate~impassab]s..1.-At-thesame time, itwis

- reported, the. strong-cfaow was~e~ boulders -and .aebris i~.to the -passage
-through the-,’fth Choke,, §o~that &-party-1cpuld get c~ught~between~the

- . - . Cont/~..
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the two chokes. There is an emergency depot about ~,OOft, upstream
of the eorifluence with Southern Stream. .~-‘; -‘

- -~ 1~-~THRIJ~ I1ANtSXJALI’ET I

After six ~êars of détermined assaiultq by joint Wesser,-’
Westminster diggi*g, fifrc~s,. Thrupe: Lane ‘has ~≤e1ded itd s,ec]5et~,.
Its discovery is ~ ju~t t’e~iar4 fpi’ ~bhe &ig~ei’è doncerned.

The vilrageo.fTh±i~pC’is”situated abSut.1)4 thuleâ NE.of~
Croscombé on the WeliS—Sheptdn Nallet rd~d. Th~ dig site lies
on the right of the road—up--from C-roscombe, some fifteen ~rards
away in the corner of a fie1d~ . <.. ;-~... .~, -

The first shaft surk was abandoned as beThg~too üuprämis—
ing, and Mu9 second shaft was ~størted 1-2 yds ad~ay~., This second
sliaft was a~ gbrgant~an effprt, providing órnple- rqo~ ,-fp±’ work for
the whole’of~ts 42ft ~1esc-~nt from ground level., Aftet’ nine
jribnt1i~ pf ~dig~ing iii tbe*èbaft She n~rrdw ‘eritr~nbe rift r&vealeçl
it’seI~. . Now called. the” Ferr~t. Run,. th$s rift ras ärtificiay.
enlarged and the route p~a~ pushed through to Slit Pot via
Corkscr~w Qanyo±i...’E~,., , ‘: • I

Slit,Pot5 with its~ 50ft1 climb led to a wide raft, and a’
boulder Ouioke nearly as~ htgh. Another small pot whqr,e water -wès
heard, Ida back to Slit Pot ‘ . .. ‘

Unbeknown to the diggers on- their way to slit Pot they
had passed the top of g thez..p.itszh Whith. was obscured by a gravel
choke. When this choke was cleared and enlarged, Perseverance
Pot, as it has since been dubbed, was revealesi.

The inital. section of this pitch is quite tight, and the
ladder is best used for hand holds-and’ only the occasional foothold.
It widens out for th& last 45ft or so~, but is st-i11~~narrow enough
for the climber to lean’baz~k a~≤inst the wall and adinre the view.

kt~ t bdtte:’à ~ail’ tflning ka i~t~Et-i~tëd and •wab~
fouM.tà: be a- ~-otn’e’ct~n- w~th- ~the bbttom’~ of r S-flV’Tot’[ ‘ A e0iS
draught was- detec;Dd coming fremanothet’smeal hole., and aftei’

- di~ging throujØ:& t~tin:Iayet1’oT LsandJ~-d Cowsh OteWlriW~&:’i~ev~éIedLin
,?ll ~tts malodorous zlory.’ Thir8ft long, knee—deè’p crawl in
‘fe,’tid glutinous.mitd ~l~d out intb:aL 1s~e chatbéP~ ‘ ~Phi& i~’nbvt
:cëlled~ , v’:’ .‘.~: ‘~- , - •i

Attetti~ñ. was hoV: ~thd”to~t~e ~ol~ --o~’th& têft ithme&iãtely
after Cowsh Crawl.:- ~Thib~~led ~to~Briàge Rift~O.~biflW~7Oft h~h~büt
bottomed by only 2Oft of ladder after a bit of-’boulder climbing.
Atsthbott~m~tf-B~idge Ricft’T th& T.hrU~e -strearn~ieads’d&wiv-fOi’~-1-3Oft
or so to a narr,ow rift~ This was banged to reveal the headdft
A*y~lanche Boc~’i~Thjs, fj& a . fre& ~cliEb ‘of- 8Ott •ith~’a~ Wbt take—off

:..~oThtãnftE~ ibadsfto:a ~fa.&rlyLJSrge~riftahd a strba-wa~~hèadihg~down
,to)fl’:Smail sip:~’~ ~,Lc~if irhf~ uu~’ni La-:.’, .‘ ~ _:-,~:i

Halfway up Butt’s Chamber a small crawl leads into Marble
Chamber and the dull boorotwateris heard somewhere below. To
follow the sound of the water ,.~

boulders at the bottom of the chamber’s sloping floor.
The sh6i’t passage from Narble Chamber lead~ to a high

small’ chamber with water—puuring from’ a ‘high inlet. This~ stream
flows’ down a mostattraétIve and clean—cut ~assage, with short steps
taking the depthdown some”~2Oft or”soi This streãm’passage leads
to-the most spectacular find in—the system’ so far —-‘Atlas Pot.

The far wall is some 35—40ft a*ay~ but Atlas Pot is much
wider, being yet another rift. 30ft’down oA the left is a large
ledge, frem this one can climb up to a perched false floor aM also
reach: ac superbc’ftwe 8Oft~-’pitah’whiôWliü patâ-lleFt&-the: ~T~&1ã ~- main

Cont/..,.
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pitch~ This ledge gives a most impressive view of the pot and
stream a

The SOft wet deäceht leads to the sloping bottom of the
pot— the height from pot~bas?. to stream inlet being i5Oft. From
the bottom of the pitch 300ft of passage leads to a susap. At this
point the total depth is estimated at 400ft.

The cove is at present gated and access control is being
deterthihbcfl Should Thi~üpe Lane be made accessible to àther cavers
it should be noted that heavy rain floods the entraiice area fairly
quickly and an obvious cut-’off point would be the streamway leading t&
Atlas Pot

B~Terry~

LRTTERZ TO THE EDITOR

I think that the club badges etc. is a good ideai Did you
know that Pen—y--ghent stores do such a service?

Ian Bramble.
~MMM

Congratulations tO John on the manufacture of the new
club ladder which, although heavier to carry, is much easier
to climb,

Pete Lingwood and Steve Conquest.

MAMà~M

Jokes

Did you hear about the man who could make a lassoo
with one finger?

With a view to persuading his girl—friend to submit to
his carnal advances an amorous caver presented her with a solitaire
diamond ring and some muttered promises of marriage. Despite the
expense, however, she continued to deny him her favours. He
sou~it advice from a fellow caver in the pub. He was told that
a solitaire diamond wqs not enough and that he should replace it
with two.

Next weekend he met his friend on Mendip and reported great
succe~ with- his girl—friend.

__uyou see”, his friend said smugly “a double diamond works
wonders”L




