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Pete Mathewej 155 Radcllffe Way, Northolt

Mlddx. Phone 01.." 841 8769'

Ron Saunders‘ Rylstene, ‘21 Rushmoor Avenue,

Hazlemere, Bucks,
Phone. Penn 348?

Blll Jones' 91, ot Sav1ours Road Croydon

Surrey, Phone 01 689 1529 o
Wayne Hlscox._47 Lansbury Drlve, Hayes, Mlddx
(can be contacted at work. between 8.30am - .

. 5.00pm. PHONE: 01. 573 3888 Ixt. 677) ;

‘:‘John erlam 258 Cole Park Road, Tw1ckenham,

,Mlddx. Phone.;01 892 3171

A3,

Hagden Lane,,Watford Herts f;f
Phone : -

Watford 29606 :

Bryan Ter;y 54, BrunSW1ck Crescent

New Southgate, London N_ﬂ1'jEB‘e
AAAAAAAAAAA

" are held at the “Royal Oak" New Road Brentford

Middx (behind Brentford Football Club -Ground)

© every Thursday night untll 01051ng tlme.

COTTLGE

ACCOMMODATION

AAAAA AA&AA

?Stlrrup Cup, Nordrach-on—Mendlp, Blagdon, e

Somerset,

- for  over 30 people - all-essent1al servioes._
- Guests ‘charged -at 20p per nlght (or- 20p day fee)

Guest party béokings through the cottage warden
' AAAAA AAA&A

LDITORIIL NOTE

T W1Sh to apologise to menbers for\the delay. between
newsletters, but this has been caused by several factors, the main
ones being pressure .of work and a lack of suitable articles.

The latter has now been righted and™ I ‘have several artlcleb in
hand for the next edition.

‘ Qulte a lot ‘has happened since the last. newsletter and this
glves ‘me an opportunlty to bring the news right up to date,’ ,

‘ Lis was advertised in the last mewslettér an. Extraordlnary

General Meeting was held at the Royal 0ak on. 26th Sept..
attended but as nothlng was really settled,
it was by and large a waste of’ tlme.

occured

26people
1n 'fact the opp051te
However since. then

our reglstratlon as a c¢harity has been put forwdrd thus.,

Cont/...



REGISTRATION AS A CQARITY

The commlttee has made appllcatlon to the Inspector of
taxes for con31deretlon as a charlty. They appear to be satisfied
provided ¢ertain adéfidments aré made to the Groups Constitution
and Rules. These amendments will be considered at the next Annual
General Meetlng of the Group in March. - The proposed amendments are'

Para 2i to read..... ‘the' obdect of the Group is; for the benefit
of the publicj the furtherance of all aspects
sgineme e of the. sc1ent1flc study and conservation of
Lo GBVGS-

Para 11 add ;.;;; ' No amendment mey be made which Wlll cause the
‘ . L rGroup to, cease to be,a charlty at 1aw

Para 15 a new para to follow 14, Trustees to read,

After satlsfactlon of* 811 due" -debts and- 1lab111t1es any
remaining ‘s'dsets’may not be distributed- amongst the members butbt. _
will pass to a body with similar dbjects established for exclusively
charltable purposes or to some. other charltable body.

mhe meetlng w1ll then consmder the proposal that "The
committee shall apply for registration as a charity".

Clearl¥~ this- step belng ‘made once and for-all 'néeds very careful
consideration. There aré a number of obv1ous advantages:-

1) Av01dance of corporatlon tax ~'although we - would not pay- thls
if-we have a newicottagei ™ -

2) Ve could, reclaim tax paid” by—members in respect of annual
subscrlptlons, ie an erfectlve galn of 53A of subs..from_the
«'*tax authorltles.”_;p

3) It would widen olr ch01ce of trusts to whom vwe could apply
for grant aid. C

There appear to be no obV1ous dlsadvantages, except that

of winding up .of the Group,- apreepect whlch the committee would -
not consider. : e

The.. plans:of the new cottage were also-available at .the.
meetlng, thanks, to. Wally, and T hope to ‘reproduce a copy of these
sometlme in. the future for 1nc1u81on in the newsletter.

AAMBL AABAD
- GAVEL POT- -

f;Sundeyfééfh'Séptéﬁﬁefi'1;,r N Rlchard Norris f"
T John Macmillan®
Pete Llngwood

R T S

_ - Lf%er Richard had twisted our arms “to. go underground ‘the
'day following the Tost Johng Trlp, we left Bull Pob Farm for ..
Leck Fell and parked the car at the second gateway near Lost Johns,
Although ‘it was a clear day the thought of inserting my.nice warm -
“body into a damp cold wet-suit and visions of ‘the rest of the
M.C.G., "in theMarten Arms dampened ny ‘enthusiasm slightly. ‘Having
eventually kltted up and staylng on the ‘left-hand side of. the road

Oont/..



wie . _GAVEL POT Cont/, ...

and: wall, We- walked - across. the heather for about BOOyds to a 1arge
shakehole, “' The imitial. sight took me by surprise as it is not
obvious until.you are. almost on top . of it.

b cllmb over .a stile and down ' a" nuddy footpath leads to the
flrst pltch 0f about 15ft, . . We belayed the leddeér to- & handy-looklng
flake about 2ft from the drop.' Thig: belay was protected by a ‘rope
to the tree:; ' This descent was quickly made and ofito 'the ‘second pitch
of about; 20£%; the ledder for this pitch belayed to the sbemple.

Part of. this, pltch 1is cllmbable Just u51ng the 1adder as ‘a handllne.
Both pitches are "in dayllvht; R

A word of warning:- ait the top of the second pltch there is
a large number of loose stonés” ‘whicH' can' easily be kicked down the
pitch. Clearly a caese for some judicial "gardening".

.Gontinuing down the.slope.a neatly stacked wall of rocks has,
to bhe stepped over froém whlch-descends :a chimney climb of aboutb 20f+t,
The shape is basically triangular: one-side.of .which is. dig debris
which is prevented from falling back down the shaft by an array of

R beams ‘and 'scaffold poles,; none.of ‘which were very safe-looking.

fumnl i olTHig: ¢limb leads: down . to the: streamway which is followed for
some. ‘way ‘with & verying Celllng helght renglng from upr&ght welkxng
to baokbreaklng'crouchlng. e
SERE Wheré&“the Stream: takes a. sharp lef~hand turane contlnued
stralght on up into 8 "well-deeorated chamber, at the back of this
“chanBer- 8 passage: 1eads on-ahd+into -aissnies.of flat our, “crewls,
sllghtly uphill.oenra- dry silt floor.w .After-the -last: squeeze a
bresthtaking chamber. is-entered: . Tk: eontalned a vast variety of .
formations™ —-ourtalns, straws: and totem pole~11ke stalagmltes. A.
few photographs wére . taken~and thén- we proceeded- outi.

~ffteriwe had.climéd the first:pitch, John removed the ladder,
gave the belay flake a few' shakes znd remOVed that as well,. . It was

) sllghty unnerving as’very: little force was used;to removexmApartirom
Jtigpe’ pubs'belng elosed onr our: return—xt was a worthwhile: trlp.

I B T . TR ppe

R

tee ﬂﬁel aug B Pete Llngwood

"Tﬁf‘fé“““ [ﬁ15§ Other Club News S,

: The club meet to South Wales was well attended the OFD
through trlp beihgl accomplished in ‘normal water. condltions wmthout
o irneidenty’! - Por-some members,, this was thelr flrst Vlsit to the -~
South Wales caves and the general concensus was that 1t was well
worth the journey.

sept .-
n_l_‘._' L ._

The bog has now been repalred ‘after s’ Bomb: lncldent by a
drunken rival’ factlon.jf Tt was this™blast thét melted the plaatlc
_inner, ;and not the after-effect of one of Waynes' Gurrys.:iu~ g

- »

s As most of you know the furnlture is becomlng somewhat tatty
and neéds repla01ng. If you“have an’'old-three-pigcé -suite; "some
kitchen chairs or anything similar that you would kindly. donate .could
~you contact Wayne. . Give him a few deys notice of removal and he
~will probably be’ able Lo organlse a van. The mattress. 81tuatlon is
" $till unchanged., ~ VT oo it . “._p“t"”,::“”“ v *: R E M
Members are reminded that when taklng frlends and *uests
. underground- in:G.B,. hongwood .etc, Cherterhouse C.C. . day permlts ‘must

beoobtaineds - Full or probatlonary members are automatlcally covered
‘but guests. without permits are ‘uninsured, “The 12%p i& only a-

nomlnal fee an& is. 1e81gned to offset the. hlgh premlums “and’ reogup some
S TER L PR S R Dy . e R S Cont N
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Other Club News Cont/...

of ‘the losses,: .- Cooperstion.in this.metber will be'appreciated.

. . -The. treasurer has.also asked me to inform members requir- -
~~ding.receipts for subs. etc, to. enclose a2 S,L,E in their letters.

This will help to,keeputhegrunhihg”cbsﬁﬁ,dOWn. ”;Whe:evep;ppssiblg

.+ T will enclose, such items with the current hewsletter.

.. -lr . ipplication for membsrship has 'been received from Neil « -
Brooker, and will be considered at the'ngxﬁ'committee'ﬂeeting,i,*
[P A Y.Y 1\ Y. V.YV, o |

. = Tory
L

o ﬁfGAVE:STALKINGJof én\%cqqugtﬁdfrthe" )

7 Group Meet in "Sutherland.. -
... 'The four 1airds who ' lived on haggis and chips -for-a.week
“werei~ Johnny MacMiriam, Bonnie. Willie MacJones and ‘Peter MacMathzws

“who "d¥ove  up from London, and Dave MacStanford .who came over from. .

Lberdeen. Sassenachs who didnt go on this trip-missed out. on a-
fine meet, vasyiquantitiésToﬁuwhiskyg-gallonsvof lager and hellish
hango_v‘ers‘ . t-:, , ‘ e A ’ e - [ S s i S

¥ Eotivities wereibasedat ‘the Grampian Speleological. Society
field centre at Blphin; some way northiof Ullapool. Facilities at
the sentre lacked only, ‘runhing water, senitation and electricity,
and were considerediby all to.be first class. ~- The first_two

_amenities were availsble at the Irchnadampf ‘Hotel -(15 miles) and we
*° “found "it 1léss "convenient) but. more pleasurable to make seperate

- journeys: for theses” o owEtno N S SR R

TS T Being the heighttof the season, the thing to do,.so Dave -
told is, wss to'colléct Munroes., =~ These are Munroes Tables, Scottish
peaks above 3,000f%, and silly draftyplaces to eat lunch.: :

Our Munroes consisted.ofiConi¥al and Ben More Assynt, which

are connected by a helf-mile long boulder—-strewn ridge. In 2ll the
walk took ten hours, Other péaks_included Sion Gharbh and Creag nan

. Calman, a double peak within a stroll of the cottage. The
spectacular sandstone pinnacles of Stac Pollaidth rising above its
‘Qtéép’detritalislo?ps;ghoWéVér;-beat'usfaS'the-holds on -the upper
sections ‘weére worn away.  The nearest caving -area to the Grampians
hut lies on theé ‘hills behind.-" o S P o
UAMH POL EQGHAINN

: _1n:Theglargg-entrance.tokﬁhis_cave_takegia_fairfsized strean,
.but the.cave soon closes down %o a small water chute. _  Tumbling
Aown this we- came ‘to.a small chamber. 7. From here a 'choice of

routes led further. The dry way descended via two free-climbable
viipifts to a lowpassage leading .to the terminal sump. The wet way
, consisted of a 25ft pitch made up of more water then pitch,
(i ELPHIN POT - - A

4. - This. was one we didnt do{ -.”It,waé variously described as
west, east or north_of Uamh Pot Eoghainn, according to mep reference,
dgsoription and area map respectively ) o

_ RESCUE_CLIL ouT oL e , o

.. Wnhile in the Kssynt we represented the Scottish Cave Rescue
Organisation. -;W@Jduly'perfgrmed”our'rescue-while searching for.
Elphin -Pot. . Qurgvictim”was;a-lamb;trapped;down a deep lamb-sized

.. rifb. After getting some ropes ‘arcund the victim it was hoisted

out: frightened it ran off, covered a few strides and keeled over. y
Cont




CLVE STALKING Cont/....

It was obviously suffering a bit from hunger and cramp. Last seen
our victim was doing a lawnmower act, on the local hlllslde.

THE MAIN CAVING: AREL, IF THERT IS ONE, IS THAT LSSOCIATED WITH THE
DRAINLGE OF THE TRALIGILL VALLEY
CNQOC. NAN UAMH CAVh

Thig is ‘the longest cave in the area: o It has three entrances
the lowest of which is particularly 1mpress1ve. This is a wide. ‘

archway at the bese of a low.cliffi A river perhaps 20ft ecross,
enters from the left and swéeps rapidly down the 459 passage to the
right. . .There are no good footholds and one needs to pick ones' way
with care when crossing and, .descending the streamway. The lower
vadose . passages are clearly influenced by the.steeply dlpplng lime-
,_stone., There are a number of such paralled passages interconnected
" by very wet enlarged joints. The upper streamway, which is the more

"~ extensiwe, prOV1des some. sportlng cllmbs in. the stream to the upper

T entrances.

: rhls,sectlon is one of the rare examples of phreatlc
development .in this area..

PIREHOSE CiVE

. LS 1ts name. suggests this cave is very damp. " It was the
- 'scene of ‘& fatality a couple of- years ago, when & novice sllpped
into -the deep entrance pool and was swept under a rock by the powerfyl
deluge issuing from the entrance. . Basically the cave consists of a
column of weter, roaring down towards the entrance gt an angle of
450 for 300ft. . 7 The water is encompassed by, a2 close casing of rock .
At. the top the cave levels :out for s similar dlstance, and. then comes
the wet bit; a . duck(! )} leading-into the final chamber,  The descent
w1th as51stance of both gravity and current was repid in the extreme.
* We also visited a number of other short wet caves in the
-valley including :Tree Cave and Trallglll caves, upper. and lower,

_MORL SBRIOU& THINGo"

At the time of our visit, the area wds in the mlddle of deer
stalking. K Trips to the caves 1n the valley are not greatly affected,
but one must pre-arrange visits to higher ground., We got drunk w1th
Petér McNeill who locks after the Traligill area, most days when
plcklng up water frem® Inchnadampz and hdd 1little difficulty there.

Incidentally, the attractive young lady behind the bar at the
hotel was reading. geology at Swansea.,  This may not 'be so interesting
in"itself, but does help expleln why the Meet Sec., may be seen with
"The Boys Own Book of Rocks”, and the question-as t0 ‘why there are
more forthcomlng meets in South Wales than normal.u

. Pete Mathews.
AAAAA AAAAA ol
= CUURS AT quRNDIDE MLNOR 1975

ThlS year sees many more courses than prev1ouely, espec1ally

those. for- 1nstruotors, leaders etc., o Just a few thet might be of
interesty ‘

- Summer- School - Karst Studles AUG 51st - SBPm 6th -227+ VAT
-- - . CLVE RESCUE SEPT 6th - 13th 25 + VAT

CAVERS WEBK (general weck of ceving £UG 23rd - 30th 22 + VAT
Cont/..



COURSES - COIlt/. e 9 a0

There afé'éléé the ﬁsuai*weeken&;courses and these
include:- o A
' .chve Photography  JAN'10/12 - 9% VAT o 0w

Cave Surveying  JAN 24/36'1 Ci g8 VAT
«Vertical Techniques " 31 / FEB 2nd % m
SR T ey 30/ gumE. 186 )8 VAT
Further details are available from the Secretary: younger
-..~members- should note th§p£§“5o% grant and travel eXPéﬁéééfﬁ?e'réadily )

gvailable... - . . _. : LT
T BOME UNUSUAL HAPPENINGS IN G.B.CAVERN -~ :
U M.C.G: " Steve Conquest  ,Guests Adrisn Bowen'
LoLtEe Ut e Phil Ingold. 477 Dave Foley
e .. 77 Helen Saunders SRR

The final wetkendiof September generally washed ‘itselfl wway-
in torrential rain and floods in the West Country. Saturday dawned
bleak and grey with threatening clouds scudding- across: a--leaden sky.

' With Swildons already closed due to heavy flooding and )
Longwood/kugust virtually impassable, the above members, not being
deterred by the inclement weather, decided to pay G.B. a visit, "~

. The Devils Elbow route was used as the entrance series to

. .the. Gorge and m2in chamber @s the floode: " streams going into Tynings

. Qwélleﬁrwould,makelitffairly sporting. This proved to be the case
with a gobd,vdlﬁme“pj_water_pascadiﬁg’and swirling ebout us as we

..progréssed towards the Gorge. R ST g

OOt At the head of the Gorge we were surprised to Tind that the
“forrent had washed away most' of the -glutinous mud ‘flow which for so

_long ha's characterised G.B. We ‘proceeded to follow the stream -
down the Gorge “and thence’ into the Main Chamber. - IR -

_.*h very impressive cascade was-pouring over thé -edge of the
30ft pitch ‘in the middle of the ¢hamber snd Phil and myself abseiled
%o the bottom in the full force of the waterfall, thus maintaining
the sporting characteristics of the cave so far, - “The-“othér members

© joinsd us'after the usual traverse and descent away from the direct
A*P 4. hkt the bottom of the Main Chamber we found deep deposits of
mud and silt, obviously the transported remains of the mud flow, and
the terminal ‘sump backed up quite . considerably. The bottom was
s ~heavily silted and we penetrated to about waist-depth before the end
.of the chamber could be seen. .. . .o
wii-v oWe rigged a ladder for access-to the Laedder Dig extension and
proceeded along-to.the: once-locked gate. ... Here Helen called an. -
abrupt halt. The first crawl had flodded and had become. a duck;
With careful investigation we decided we ‘could passthrough
with the available sir-spaceé anl-continued on amongst obvious flood
deposits. Several ofthe later crawls were quite wet and the final
squeeze from this passage into the boulder choke had been sumped.
We had to remove guantitiles of silt and gravel from the floor -
to get through.and there were obvious remains of foam on the roof and
.walls. Ve continued on to Bat Passage for a brief view of the
formationsy ¢ o s e, R
ST T on  the return’ joudney, through the Ladder Dig crawls, I. .
.carefully looked for any inlets that could have produced the volune
of water which had @dviously been present. -1 found none. y
o ’ i RN IR sl ) B COIlt s s 0

e B



SOME UNUSULL HLPPENINGS _IN G,B,CLVERN
. . .M.'...T; . cont/t *
DTy '\.I ’ :" A P "7-,.—'.

ﬁt the top of tLErlaﬁder we met;a party of Blrmlngham cavers'
about to. enter Lhe: Dlg $er1ee, -=swe brlefly dlscussed the ev1denee

‘‘‘‘‘‘

IR Whllst the rest of the party were detackllng the piteh, .- . 1
..madeva careful search-of the:walls around -the: Dig Extension and the
lower part of the Main Chamber and. found- ev1dence-of residual foam,
high enough to suggest: “that.the. sump”had filled. +o a.high level and
then overflowed-into the Dig series. . I pointed, thls out at the
tlme and the others. agreed that it. was: possmble. e
Back at the cottage ‘wWe were greeted by a. non—cav1ng
tlme we were undergroundt - .
LTS -Later that even;ng we net the Blrmlnghem Cavers agaln, who
relatei their astonishment on their return, when they found that the
bottom of the pitch ‘was about 2£% under water, friom the rising sump
level, - - They hastily de- -tackled and hurrled tofthe surface: . ;.

- If all these facts do point o ‘the termlnal sump fllllng by
this amount in.heavy rain condltlons, it represents -an enormous volume
of water, which: eventually cuts off entry to, ox,; ex1t from the Ladder
+ Dig Extention. .-

I would be. 1nterested to hear frem anyone who has throughts,

.. comments or 1nformat10n relatlng to. these ilooded happenlngs in G B,

:u:,_f ﬁ'?it ; Steve Conquest
AA&&A& A&&QA S o o

CAVDS OF SANDFORD HILL

Both Sandford Levvy and Mangle Hole ape’ open desnete an
attempt by the’ “landownér' to blow:in the entranée ‘ofthe former. 'He
. is threatening to block -both theucaves, Grievinces seem to arise from
‘damage to the fencés bordering. thé fields-and woodland at the back
of the village, = Members are asked not to aggravate thz situation.
The Zafest roube is over the top of: the Hill"and through the woods.
No attemot choued be made to. cross the flelds behlnd the v1llage.

aaaaa

AAAAA AAAA&

| ApSTRIﬂN ALPiNE‘CLﬁﬁipﬁQTﬁRﬁS;;_'

THE LOST WORLD O? RORfIMﬁ ;—-Don Whlllans Thursday 28th Nov. at
SR 7= 20 _pm, Edward Lewis. Theatre,
s ewx'ﬁ' ‘ Nlddlesex H05p1tal Medlcel School
S :"' ‘; llckets at the ioor ?5p

" : other lectures held at the more usual place, the Sols Arms

65/67 Hampstead Roed NW1 ;1' addmls 25p.ﬁ;

7|Dee 5. Ungulded M1d~ﬁlp1ne Tourlng (Skl-Tourlng)
Jan 2 The Black Cullllns ' R

.Feb.6 . The- Cleare Vlew (John Cleare) VT

AAAAD" ABAAD



MENDIP RESCUE

S The weekend 16/17th November was to be the practice rescue
-pbut’ owing to circumstances this was-put off., " However, some
members found themselves involved in the real thing. e
© ' The inc¢ident' occured in Swildons on the saturday, when our ]

- party ‘of M.C.G ‘and some ‘gussy N.P.C members were doing the round trip. .
“'L1though the Streamway was about normal there was an uhvsual amount
.of water’-in the gtatic sections and sumps. T I o
COn ANVt p b -about the halfway-stage we ran:into a ‘party travelling
quite “slowly, ~They held us up uptil we reached sump i. At this
point thsy were joined by other members of their party. including a
girl, who had been %6 the Black Hole series. — We noticed for the
firist time that two blokes who hed been in front of us on the round
trip did not have wet-suits and were shivering viclensiy. (Bome . of"
thé M.G.CG party, deéspite wet-suits were also quite coil, owing to the
- glowness or pace and the unususl conditions we encouniere Ve i

ot AT the cold péople dived -the sump- and pusheda ~n to the
entrance. Thig left 5 1.C.G members and 2 from the cthier party
‘includirg bvhe girl, ™ At this point the girl refused to re-dive
~the sump to geh out, After about 3/4 of an hour ol Iriitless
‘persussion ond onte “evén dontemplating physically manbardling her.
ghrough1 we retrested to the other side of the sump to decide what to

[ 2P v S : S TS I R : ; .

Lven an attempt at putting & seperate 14felins on her fziled.

The other chap in her party had even sat in the sump wiih his faet
through the other §ide, but slthough the girl could holu them she
still would not come through. . She was taken back to dry land and
Neil stayed with her for company. ' ‘ '

We detjded to call the M R O out, but that left us with the
problem of leavlng someone with her because everyone was getting
very cold, having been splashing sbout in the sump all uiis tinme,
This problem was soon solved as another party arrived &f th= sump
sti1ll fairly dry and. .warm, . We explained the situaition znd they.

cagrzed Yo stay with her suntil help-arrived. . One mennay of tals .
'p?ryy.dive; t%e‘sump to releive Neil -and took some boii=2d sweets and
.glucess tablicets, . L : _ oo -

o %o hod arranged that the remsining member of +he cther party
lefc:fer che antrance with Steve Conguest and Pete Lingswood . to raise
the =2isrn. “his left Neil Brooker, Peter Spain and ysclf to have
anovher .ach atbempt at getting her through., This fziled and we

- decid=2f Uz push on out going quite slowly, because Pete was quite
tired and it was Neils' first trip in Swildons and he didn't know the
way on., S ' -

We met another party below the- "twenty” and explained the
situation and suggested tactfully that they might leave the cave and
allow the M R O some elbow room, This was a party of the Junior

Leaders Regimenti ~Their leader decided to push on down to the .sump.

‘ ‘Arriving -at the Water Chamber, Neil turned to ne and said there
was abloke in front with exposure, It was one of the un—-wet-zulted
blokes in the other ‘party. - When we reached him 1t was chvious that
he was in a bad way. He was incoherant and sweying, complevely
unebie to help‘himself, “.  The remainder of his party hsd gone on and
Neil went 2fter them to bring them back. °~ Pete was unatle te help
much as he was tired and had just wrenched his leg out of, und buck
into joint. Neil and-I.with the heip of the others soon pulled him
to the surface. Two slings under the victim's arms aided his ascent,
After being carried across the fields to the bottom green he was,
virtually uncanscious, He was bundled into a station wsgon and
whisked away to the Sheptmn Gobiage whare he reéeived-attentignsf?r

SR - ont/..



MENDIP RESCUE Cont/....

exposure. Some hot soup, @ warm shower and stuffed into
a cleeping bag. He revived quickly enough to purchase us a
pint in the Hunters later on that evening. His only comment
scemed to be about rope-burns under his arms.

Meanwhile the M R O had entered the cave with 2
coufort boxes some hot soup and diving tanks. After warming the
girl up and giving her a few instant diving lessons she dived the
sury and proceed out under her own stean, The wet suit had saved
her from any serious exposure and apart from being emotionally
upset she seemed none the worse for her experience.

Thanks must go to the M R O who were very quick off the
merk with the diving tanks and to the police for their liason.

Despite the help that some M.C.G members were able to
give, in an incident which could have been & whole lot worse than
it was, a sad note was struck next morning, = It wasn't until then
that we discovered we had lost a ladder, John Miriam returned to
tha cave to retreive it and found that it had gone. Lfter making
encuiries at the Shepton and elsewhere it was not forthecoming.

Whether the ladder was picked up by mistake or stoler remoins
to e seen, but to date it has not been returned.

Now nobody asks for thanks when they go to somebody's

assistance butthe loss of a ladder seems a poor reward for neéiping
a follow caver in difficulty.

Bryan Terry.
AAAAAAANAAAAANA

Joks - :
1st Caver "Whats the difference between a magician's wand
znd a policemans' truncheon 7"

 2nd Caver "I don't know

23t Caver "Well one is for cunning stunts and the other is
ior hitting idiots over the head with!"

AAAAAA
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