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MENDIP CAVING GROUP NEWSLETTER No.110 JANUARY,1975.
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SECRET~RY. ~?~t~nathew~ 155 Radcliffe Way, I’ortholt,
Mjddx~~Pbone:Ol 841 8769 -

TREILSURER Ron Saundet~-Rflstone, 21 Rushnoor Avenue,
Haziemere, Bucks.

[Phone., Penn 3487

MEET SECRETARY Bill Jones: 91, St. Saviours Road, Croydon,
& W3SCUIJ WARDEN Surrey, Phone 01 689 1529

COTTAGE WPRDEN Wayne Hiscox 47 Lansbury Drive, Hayns, Mr3-dx
(1àan b~:thntact~d at *ork betwéën €30am

5.OOpn Phone 01 573 3888 Ext 677)

TLCKLEMLSTER Jphn~ Mi±’t ía 25~ ~COle Park Rb&d, T4jiàkenham,
Niddx. Phone 01 892 3171

RECORDER Greg Snith:13t,. Hagden Lane, Watford, Harts,
Pbàfié: w~ ford 29606

EDITOR Bryan Terry: ~4-vrBrunswick Crescent,
New Southgate, London,
N.h 1EB~

~3IcLY ~LI~ are held at the “Royal Oak” New Road, Brentfor~,
MEETINGS: f’Ijãdx (behind Brentford Fobtba II Club G~’aunä),

every thursday night until nlnaing tine.

______

CQTTiGE1~ ~.~~
Sonersdt.

(000IiI’iOUITION for over 30 peo~p1e — all essential services
Guests charged at 2Op per night (or 20p day fee)
Guest. pn Ly hooking through the eott3ge werden.
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EDITORIAL NOTE

‘“‘~‘~“is-”editor” I’~ would: like~ to’ make’ it” qu’ite cle~r~ that I do
not necessarily share .,the views and opinions if the~committe arid
other~membei’~, about the ‘articlés’I print4 “1Jith~dedent ar’~i~les
,aiffic,nlt to cone by,. it is incvitable that occasionally I publish
something that some people find not quite as they would want IL
However it is hard to find a happy medium of trying to please most
of the members most of the time. I hope you will all bear with me
in this. .

In my experience its usually the people who seldom
contribute anything that moan the loudest. If you have any views
comments’or suggestions flout the N/L, ‘please.contact me. azyl I will
publish thcm. ‘; AND; L~EP “THOSE LRTICLES ROLLING IN

- . . B~ya~”terry~...

A~MMM

CLUB I’1EWS” . :‘

The annual Group Dinner will be at “The Star Hotel”, in
Wells, Somerset’, on Saturday 1st Plarch,i.975 at’7.50’for 8.OOp’m.
The main course will be turkey ana, the. cost 2.50 per ticket.
(probably). . .~.* .. :.~ .‘

T~iè dinner will be preceded by~ the Annual ~eneral Neeting
to be held at~the Cottage, Nordrach on Npndip. .

The, rnpjor items ‘dn the agenda will involve the new cottage
and the, proposal thatthe Group should register as a charity.

BLACIa”IOOR ;‘~

THE RANK SUBSIDENCE DIG. . .

This site still remains, insufficiently explored to make
any decision on its futures As it offers such pleasant
surroundings for, a fair—weather summer dig, it is extr~rnely
doubtful if anything will be done there until well into the next
year. -

UPPER flOOD EN~RLNCE .

Vigourous activity ‘ha’s continued in this cave and the
situation at the face has greAtly improved. In the early part of
the year .a ‘hard massive, calcite obstruction.was encountered~ which
sapped our enei~gies. In addition’, ~probIhg forward at floor level
for three metres failed to show evidence ‘of any enlargement. The
outlook had a noticepble effect on morale, so that following blasting
in April, some time elapsed b.eforp much further work was cJ.one at
theface. The discovery, by, probing, of a small voi’i ahead, above
roof’lev.el, failed to. arouse, much enthusiasm.

When work was resumed in earnest ft was found that the tDlDst
had achieved a significant pffect and allowed the face to be di~’nantled
quite readily for several sessions. On arrival at the face on one
occasion the workers found that a good portion of the clay had
fallen from the roof’, opening the small void referred to above. , The
space created a comfortabae i~rking height o.C ab.out tWG metres.

Cont/.



BI~L.CKNOOR Cont/.1..

The mud fill continued forwards so that only the centre
portion of Mhe obstruction was composed, of stal.flow. This
situation c’bntinue~ to the pre~erit’ tithe, with the face in readily~
workable condition.

~lthdu~h the ~ith~rtibñ dt ‘thci face is satisfactory, spoil
disposal has become a mounting., problem. Storage space has
dwindled to an insignificant’ èmount, bèrring any further use of the
lower chamber. fill spoil. from the •face is now bagged, at the ,rs-oe
of half a bucker load psr bag~ ‘The object is to move material ‘Th
stages up the cave,, using a skip ,whe~eyer possible. A few hours
useful yiork ôan thuè b& dane èt anytTh~e even when the face .j5.H.
neglected. Without more general support from members, the forward
advance ~c•ill probably slow d~wn otaag to the diversion of Offo~t.
from the face to higher~. up the, pave. , Work continues,

Malcolm Cotter.

MORE CLUB NIIWS’

NEW MEMBERS ‘

Accepted as probattonar3~ menb~r ‘

:.Nejl Brooker, 24 Laurel Avenue,
Englefield Green,

‘~Egham, ,.

Surrey.

Membership forms are now available for anyone wishing to
join. . .

zMM

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Bob Knott now lives at the “POST OFFICE”
Westfield,
Radstock, “ ‘

Somerset. , “ .

‘its.about, a .mile~ detour up the “~Fosse Way”

Roger Bowden now lives at 14, Ranock Close,
Sundon Park,
Luton,
Beds. . ‘

Tony Fitzbi.bbon has moved but we don’t know where.
~EAAM~AA4 :..“:*. , , ..

Eric Dowley is ‘now recovuring well after hi,s~ road accident.

Six ~attresse~ ‘have ~eeh~iona ted ~o.the,Gxoup by Dave Hodby.



MEET PROGRAMPTE

Bill Jones must~.~becàngx~atu1ated.on producing this fine
Meet Programme fçr 1975~

15/16th February Mongo Gill Hole (Yorkshire)

1/2nfI March Thrupe Lane Swallet (flendipDinne~’ W/eñd)

29/30th March Dow Cave (Yorkshire)

19/20th Apr~i1 Dan—Yr—Ogof (Wales)

Wpshfold Pot (Yor1~shire)

Isle, of Skye

Lang~froth Pot~ (YorkshiroY

14 September E)~EDITION 1975 (CZECHOSLOVAKIA)

20/21st September Rowtçn Pot —Kin~sdale Master Cave
3:,.. * r .‘z:..(Yorkshire)

11/12th October ‘ 0.F.D (Wales)

1/2nd November Rescue PractidQ,,

22n/23rdNovethberE. ,~ Out Sle:et~ Beak Pot (Yorkshire)

6/7th December ‘ Saint Cuthbert’s Swallet (Mendip)

MM

“POTHOIJNG RiiVOLUTION
CLLIUS ITS FIRST VICTIM”

was the headline of ~arf article found in.thetorkshire Post some
weeks ago. lam prihting.’exttacts from “it,’ bedausé I think it
may be of interest to rnarx31 people in the group. It certainly
raises a few questióhs.

“A “revolutionary” potholing technique cia~imed its first
victim at the weeked — in Britain’s most famous pot hole.

David’Huxtablé, a 24yr old post_graduate student, fell
200 ft to his death in the Main Chamber of Gaping Ghyll on the
slopes of Ingleborough.

He was attempting ~thedeepest vertical descent in any
British pothole— 365ft from the moor level to the fool’ of the
cavern which is said to be lárgé enough to hold York Minster.
The single rope of synthetic fibre which he was using broke. It
is beiiev&i to have beun weakened by heat caused by the fierce
strains it had to bea~ ‘~ .- 2 ‘ “I -, .‘ . -,

Mr. fluxtable was in a five—strong party from Swansea
Univeràity Cnting ‘Club~ Who wereabseillflg don th& ffinin shaft.
Abseiling is normally confined to rock dining. It is a rapid
method of descending rock face~~’•

Three of the party had èlready sucessfully lowered them—
Cont/....

17/18th Ns~/

1/6± h June

5/6th July



POTHOLING- REVOLUTION etc Cont/....

I~e~ tà -the floor of the cavern through -a wate±’falt aild
Hr. Huxtable was nearly half way down the rope ~heñ it melted at
its anchor point on the àurface. : :. :

Hr. Jack Picku~, of Ingleton, leéder bf the- OdveRos~cüe
Organisation said last night that abseiling had “burst on the-----
potholing scene-in a big way” in the last six months; -

“Potholing isnow going through a revolutibn:~hereladiers.:
are tending •to di-s~pppear. Abs3iling saves time. Itereates a
faster drop. Ropes are compartively cheap compared to ladders and
lighter -to carr~r.. - - - . ~-- •:-

lir Pickup added “People don’t understand the sudden stress
applied to a rope when you suidenly brake when abseiling”.

Hr. Huxtable and. his four friends intended to meet under
ground: seven other mQmbers of the, cl~ who had entered. via the Ear
Pot entrance to Gap~ng Ghyll and then climb out that way.

It was by the Bar Pot route that his body was brought out
on Saturday night in an operation which involved about 130 members
of cave rescue teams.

- Hr. Huxtábie who was working for a PhD in marine biology,
lived ifl Chambercombe -Park, flfracombe., Devon. He, was described as
an expérienàCd ~otholer and; climber. -~;. - -~

YORKSHIRE PQoT REPORTER.~

MM AAM -

- - . - DIARY DATE - . . -

PAUL E~SiER t~HORIAL. LECTURE.

Lt 8.l5pm Wedhesday February .19th 1975 — Bristbi universitj:
D. Robertson on -survival af~er Shipwreck. . : —

MMM~: -

CZ.thCHOSLOVAKIA

- I have had this. ätticle for -hearly:a year.hbw ~nd thought
it was tim to use it, especially as the~, Grokip- Expedition is to
Czechoslovakia this year. Owing to its len~thIhaVe.decided’to-
split it up- over two: Editions ,. hoping -this will ~not detra~t from-:.
its 4uClity; -I must apoio~ise for the lack of-~~- accents .oi~ the
place names.

An account of a visit made in 1973:,. a week or~.two before
the. International Congress. .. La.st..Lugust .Bil:l Jones,- Peter Nath:ews
and Don Vosper set off for the middle o-f.Czechoslovakia: a much.
depleted party from the originalonc:of eleven. - . ~

Grossing the Channel at midnight, with a- brimming tank of
petrol,. we hurried through Belgium hqping- to .gain sufficient - ..-

momentum to carry us through ‘Gorma’ny,-:-where.. ic~ hoped- not to discover
-the cost- of petrol.-- - Curiosity about: the- .derivation.-:of names of : -~

campsiteC led us off in search- of --ramp -Hohte ‘ICablino the last -,

camping -place before the Czech border. ~ -~ .neax’Cd the camp.—stbe
ww -rounded- a bend in the road- to be- confronted- by a.n:tincredible
-mountain :~f gleamin~,- -white kaolin clay-, at -the fOot: of which lay
the- Camp,’ -it was mid afternoon, very hot and. -the place was packed:

Oont/....



“‘~‘Cz~choslovakia — Cont/...~

solid; a few skiers slid down. the hot.whiteç. slopes of the mountain.;
and.we sljd.on our way.. - ,:~- .

And., so we motored on to find avery small, pleasant- sitq’’.*
liste~4n:noae -of-the books, and whiohreally. was the last before
the..border.~;’. H H .... ..

The.. Lan& of:. Knédlicky and Bbambory-.- .

Crossing the frontier and. completing visa formalities took
sour.,) ‘two hours; S -bit longer ‘than the five riinutes fiat tithe old’
days before the Russian Invasion, but, by now it was time for lunch
an] we roll~d to a halt outsidq a sun, drenched restaurace. We
found a careful deliberation ovcr the average menu was rather point
less. The only real choice boiled down to whether you have
knedlicky (dumplings) or brambory (potatoes) the rest always turnM
out to be o’ne sort or other of stew.

The first cave we visited was the show cave of Konepruska,
nCat Beroüh, &~thall town on the ~ to Praha. The- cave iS the
longest, in Bohemia, snd. was discovered halfway up the f~be ,during
qua rryirig opcrnt ions.

Ani, then on to Praha,- or Prague, where we planned to camp
and meet up with Graham Gregory,- but -he never turned up,’- ~ch&’
evening was ~ent in..the dea~est rest~urace in town. And, it must.
be explained here that~mihimum curreficy restrictions ii~ Czechoslovakia
require one to spend a minimum amount each day. ~e. found it quite
difficult to keep up the average just camping and caving. It
didn’t help much spending our mOtley-on beer; it was about two pence
a pint:

Noravsky Kras. ,

From Praha we motored South to Brno .befbre .headingzto
Bianskond the village qf Sloup. We :stayed. in the-chalet camp here
fOr one night, and visited thp spectacular Hacocha: Chasm, which is;,
138~ deep.

The following day was ?Ionday, and time for calling in at
offices of the Moravsky Kras, who we wrote to before leaving London.
After lots of phone calls and tr~pp to various offices round town
we eventually met up with Nirosla~-Cechak, who was better known as
Hike and Jindrich Kvasnicka, known as Henry. Henry spoke very good.
German and quickley.. organised things; ~we’follo’wed :him back to their
field cc;entr at .Skalni—mlyni, where we. ~canped for the rest ±of our ::-:

stay. But, it was Hike, with his painstaking English, who looked
afterrus ~for’most:,of the; time:. It- tODk quite a*fe’w. days ~for us ‘to
appreciate that:~ the~head warden-of -the- Horav~ky Kras. National
Park — we could not understand how anyone who did so little and
consumed so much beer could be in charge of anything, but there it was.
As he put it when asked what his job entailed, “I look after
conservation;J.:’~t-. the- bestwAy to-conserve’ the country-side is do
nuffink, an”l all lay long I do nuffink, so they make me head..

Skalni-mlyn. ‘ . ‘ -

‘t:: Th.e -field’centre Mt Skalni—Nlyn was an oddr looking
constructioh:..Ea~entia fly.,; it.was a;timber -building aade- up almost
entirely of k:.iiighSteeply..~itcJ1e’d’.±oof. ‘ Here Hike, lived in:-the.;
upp~r steeply ..point~d. room. ‘ . Two --other’ wardens lived’ here’ with him—
“Wanker”, who -spent ~hi~ entire time -working on his motor bike, and
“W.il-lie’.Stantbn” •who didn!t do. much at- all: and knocked off..to ~o
home on! ‘Wednesday morning. Henry lited. a little way away. on his’.
farm~.!..:I~su~pose:.r should apologise by the confusing names ~ivenr.to
tbase:--’guys. .t12; simply. ‘called them after whoever they .~eminde’t us of.

- ç~. Cont/..
—- —— . ,_th.:.).C! :~3~fflr3’T ,..._fl.,I.~t,,flSl_I.j_~hrI~2efl ~c,~na_l~es.n_A.tn na34p. n_rfl.atrrnn,-,rn.’



czEöHOSavLIctA.-—.oont/~.~4~

what else ~io yot~ cel] a fat little chap w~th a’,.crew,~ut: and glasses
whose name is Wr’nkel’ In aldition to these there were also two
livers staying there in preparation forte Inter~at,ional Congress

Somehow, Our original party of eleven had swollen to thirty,
~Ut~ there were only three of usl So heavily outnum~eredby. our,
guides we set about planning our stay*

The Abseiln.g Record

Make took on an air of authority and spoke about drawing
up lists and time—tables and programmes and guides. We looked
on silently, but amongest ourselves we began to grow a little worried
by all this paper works

Time at Skalni mlyn often stood still. Sulden unexplain—
ed. pauses seemed a frequent event iii Czech speleological circles
and proved something of a mystery to us. Although they were an
excuse for a beer or.twd everyone puured’.beetà’down their .throats
all day anyway.. During the~elull~ everyone waited around and.::
lookbd out of the win low or up at the trees an’l then at their
watches4 (if they had them) as if something important was about to
happen but it. nêver did, . Then 3ust as sudden,evex~yone ~iou~ld
leap up an]. rush around, tackle ant odd. items of clothing would be
thrownt about. We would ‘be late, we must meet our friends and off
people would rush in all dirnctions~

It was dufin~ the first of these lulls that Mike told us
about his’skill~.at abseilin~1..~~2’Myfriends,’cIani’champion abseil.
of whole Czechoslovak; ...fantastici .4~1~in winter for, two years..
with my wife I make abseil~~. ONE THOUSPND METRJiJS~..~fantastic~..
experience....fantasticL., I have big story in Czech news~paper~~.
abseil took twenty seconds. .reelly fantasticl’. At this stage
Bill was beginnitg to look decilely worried as admiration for Hike’s
.ex~olit~’became clouded~ b~r the une.~sy thought; that we. wete going:
cavi.ngrviith, him the. next day~ Mike continu.ed5:.’”fantastic,:..
experience, fantastic .. I was unconscious forty days ani have
Seventy five stitches.:,,:. fantastic, we ~only h~d thirty’ met~e ropøi
4.and land in snow drift...big party., much been.. fantastic”4

We quickly found that Mike’s super efficient image was just
a:front~ . The Paper work on his desk was thrown’away’and Hike
revealed: hthself as the verythodel ‘of disorganisation and ohe of the
biggest drunkards we had met for a long time.

• A Tour otthe Caves.

A sudden flurry of activity found us setting out for a tour
• . of the’. local: show: ~av.es. :~ There weret. the~:three bf’ us and Hike\, and

Henry, £fanlcer, Willie and hones df o’Id bods We were completely
outnumbered by guides But, on reaching the first show cave we
found’ we were suddenly alone, with Mike1 .The.rest’.’Of:eur~gi~jde’sI

- :went no: further th~rn the refrashnefl’t stall whOre: t’jiey stopped for
beer. ‘.Jfte~ a leisurely tour of. the cave enlivened by en.’.
unfamiliarity with the lights we er~erged to pick up Qur ‘guides’ and
set off for the next cave;.::’ Here we~left tiar ‘guides’ once again at
the beer stall and went on ‘our ‘way~*.

Sloupsko —Sosuvske System . ...

Thi~ dave was visited’twice, one thrOugh the.show cave
section and again~Chasm (9Cm) to visitthe
lower stre.araway. This wOs very dry and,we were Obió to penetrate

Cont,/......



CZECHOSLOVAKIA —-cont/...

some way ihto’the’stinps..
The next caveS we visited were Balcarké Jeskyne.and

Katerinska Jeskyne.

Pünkevni Je’skyne’ •‘

This was the finest show cave we:’ were to see. The
tour followed some 800m.of passage, then surpri~e’4 surprise we.cam’e
out into daylight just above the lake at the bottom of the Macocha
Chasm~; From here we went. bAck to seethe rest’ of the,. show cave,
travelling main1y..in~ batteryr’ driven boats; ~: .~ ‘...~,

‘‘ Our visits. to the various ‘shqw caves, have not receiye.d~ the
full desóription they deserve.. But; it shouli~not be thbught that
these tours were uneventful. :We found our bfl wOy ‘arouhd and had
one awkward moment in Sloup. Cave., when we~ we~e”c’aught without. lights
after the power supply failed during a thunder stbrm.

There are,.so many caVes ‘in: ‘Moravia that itwas’- obviously.
difficult to think ‘up’ names for,them all,. many suchas this, one’
just have a number.. , ‘ ‘ ‘ .~ ‘ “

The’ cave ‘of: 130 js near the hamlet pf .Holstejn, ‘ ‘The
entrance iS at the bottoim of a snail cliff face just inside the
edge of a thick wood. A dark .gloomy’hiit used by’ the early:’
explorers and digging parties’.stz~nds clbse to the..entra.nce.

‘ ~Entfl’ was ‘gained dowü’ a,”~ide, tube closed by a ‘flst ~rcn’’lid
getting on for five, feet” across. ‘ Essentially, the. cave. consists,
of a> dfl’ shaft lOOm.. ‘deep at the. bottom. of’ which one ‘meets the Bila
Voda River which sinks’ clbse hy.u:’ ‘The ‘shaft is broken up into a.’:.
nurnb,e~ of. pitches thd’ deepest And last. of. .which. opens out to the’
atreamway. . This is a-.fixed ladder of 45m mounted at ,7O0~ . Now
this:.ii.s not quite so sinple’as it’ sounds because it seems the~ thing
to do i.s to have, everyone on the’ ladder. at once~ . And, if’the.
blok~s”.above you hasn’t ‘got his boot in your face it’s probably
‘bGcau~e helrs” standing on’ your fingers’h ~: Added to’ this the natural
resonance ‘of the. ladler, takes, some getting. used to.: . A swing of.
two. to three feet about onc,e a second after a few beers can have far
retching effects. ‘ ‘ , • - ‘ “ . ..

Once-in the streamwa~ we inflated our rubber dingies:and
set off at a brisk paddle downstream. . This cave was ‘once ‘the scene
of int.ensive digging — friend Henry Was a member of the professional
group that used to work here. In those days the cave was fitted’
out with fixed electric lighting and a piteumatic air line. The
lighting ‘cable had .long::since suffered the effects ‘of water. But,
we found the airline useful’ for propelling ou±’se’lves’ along the stream.
-We.’:floated ‘through high lofty passages, and passe’i stalagmite
grotto’eE separated by :smaller sections.~ once wimps, blasted by.early
digging parties. . .‘‘ ‘ ‘

The streamway is about >1)4 ic. ‘long and ‘disappears’ in a sump.
The stream of the Bila VodA reappears in the ‘vast .Lmaterska Ja,skyne.

End of Part One.
MM MM’




