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COMMITTEE:

SECRETARY = Pete Mathews: 155 Redcliffe: Way, Northolti::.: -
: Middx., FPhone: 01 841 8769

TREASURER Ron Ssunders: Rylstone, 21 Rushmoor Avenue,

=%Hazlemere, Buck,; Phone Penn 3487

- MERT.SECRETARY Blll Jones: 91, St. Saviours: Road,: Croydon,
& REE:‘C}U"H thDﬁN o 4', Surrey, Phone. 01 689 1529 ot
COTTAG@ WARDEN Wayne HlSCOX. 4? Lansbury Drlve, Hayes,:,aw- I
Middx (can be contacted at work
between 8.%0 am - 5.00 pm Phone
" 01 573 3888 th 677)

TPCKLWMAS };=lf John-ﬁiriam{ 25a Cole Pﬂrk Road Tw1ckenham,
} ;g,_‘.; ~ . 077 Hiddax, Phone::Ot: 892 B ..

RECORDER"“ ... Greg Smith: 131 ‘Hogden Lane; Watford Herts
. ‘ Phone Watford 29606

EDITOR Bryan Terry: 54 Brunswick Crescent, New
e : ; ... Bouthgate, London: N. 11 1EB.
“(can be contacted at work
between 9,00 am - 5.00; pm Phone
359 5481 Mx 24)

" AAAAMA AAAAAA
WEEKLY CLUB are held at the "Royal Oak" New Road,

MEETINGS: Brentford, Middx (Behind Brentford Football™ -
Ground) every Thursday night untll 01051ng
tine. SR

- ABAAAL ABAAMD, "L:aégff*w

COTTAGE: Stirrup Cup, Nordrach-o n~Mendip, Blagdon,
Somerset.

£GC0MMODATION for over 30 people ~ all essential services

'.-,Guest party booklnvs through thc cottage warden
AAAAAA AAAAAA T
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This year's AGM was fairly well attended and 2 lot of work
wes. got through. ....The. Dinner seemed to..be.enjoyed by .everyone....
despite the fact thet there were no arrests or serious injuries.

Ls Arthur Cox or Bernard Reeves could not nake it,: iten .6
on the agenda was not mentioned, However this edition contains
an article on the Bone Hole dig for everyones interest.,  An
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article on ‘item 7 is dlsorericlosed: .
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Dl LFe L4 o CLUBT NEWS -

.. Congretulations’ to Alan Wicks whowas married on March Sth
and to John Mecmiklan andiJudy Russell who will be getting married
on April,12th. I think a special prayer. should go out to John and

Judy as Grégﬂsmith?is'to bp”the§r-besﬁiman;””
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The weekend of 4th April will be a Club weekend with the
view to-marking the site of the proposkd new: cottage. A-barrel
will be on'tep @nd it is proposed to plant bushes Lo mark the ..
site.  -The bushes will be planted before the barrel is broached

otherwise Wé?wi}igﬁndfﬁEiWiﬁh;mPSt;Of‘Jim Fry's yerd.
.éﬁgthéﬁﬁiﬁéiélhsiﬁééﬁé{iﬁ}thé ﬁear future arets

19th/20th April’ j::fpaﬁ?Ypffpgof; (Wales) |

17th/18th May .“ﬁaéﬁfgla'Pot (Yorkshire)

it S P . I AT

E
U

CHANGEOF ADORESS: . .
1334 Mill Street, . o
kKidlington, OXON..: -'Kidlington 2030

etk e ARA
_REMINDER |

opo ‘Some ‘members’liave not yet: paiditheir Annual Subscriptions
which are riow overdue. These can be paid personally to Ron
Saunders on_club night or sent by cheque to his home address (inside
front cover). If any member wants a receipt sent by post quickly
it woulld be helpful to enclose a S.L.E to save ‘both time and money.
If there is no hurry he will receive his receipt with the next
newsletter. ’ -
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BON:E HOLZ, CHEDDAR GORGE

In August 1967, we recelved parm1551on from Brlstol
Waterworks ani thc tenant farmer of Piney Sleight.Ferm to dig
in Bone HOlvo; '

The aln TwWas to dlscover 1f any of the bone dep051ts Wthh
had given the cave “its name, remalned after the 19th century
excavetlons of the discoverer - Willism Long - and others, 1nolud1ng
wllllam ‘Boyd Dawkins, Bdward Cox anil Richard Cox Gough.

‘  The early: reports spcke.of two distinct areas 1n Wthh both
human and animal remains had jbeen found.

oL I was the work of only a few week—ends to flnd thﬁt a large
ereﬁ of the .cave "had been dlsturbed and that it, had contained numerous
bones, the ' fregments of whlch were spread over the entlre floor of
_the 1nner cavey, .

- 2 slTow and’ careful perlod of 11gglnb followed durlng which
we lowerei the floor in sectlons, rccordlng and remov1nb the ..
,hundreds of bone fragments frow the loose soil- and—boulder debris,

‘ It weas not untll we had reached a level some thrce feet
below the orlrlnal floor, that we came upon undisturbed . cleyey yellow
nud in which were many complete bones, : ,

: .. Having succeeded in finding this one srea of me -previous ..
excavetlons, w& then looked for.the, obhér,. which, since the whole -
floor' of the innsr cave haﬁ been dlsturbei must lie in the outer,-
entrance areo. .

In the re port of the flrst dlscovery, 1t appeers that the |
present‘open rlft nust, have been, roofed—ovcr, and from this report.
_also, it would appear that the entry was galned by "a perpendlcular
' “iescent” at thc East side of thc rift. :

“YY Phe- only place this c¢ould have' been is ?t thu uast 51de of
the entrance arch where thrre has.bgen. con31derob1e stalagmlte flow
fformatlon, reachlng up o, the surfesce..’
s Therefore, it is qulte réasonable +0 surmise- that the block-
cended rift. would: be, as the discoverer descrlbel —“qulte another

”ir:place"‘wh :re he” found more bones,,

To~discover where -thesd furthcr remains had been, 1t wes,_
necessary to excavate the: floor. of the rift,

Since this was open to the air ani would be- subaect to |
~infilling, both by, water-borne. med. . ‘and - by’ frost~shattered rock, we
thought it llkely that,” in ‘the. 1nterven1ng 136 years since the -
dlscovery in 1838, there would heve been a. con51derable eccumulatlon
of materlal 'tc be removed. .

‘]‘ w='chose to start the dlg at the narrowest part of the rlft
sificé” we expccted to sink'a deep Shaft. through the somewhat unstable
matrlx, and’ Wished 40 reduce ‘the amount of shorlng to the mininum,

o Tt cete, as. somcwhet of a surprlse when we found what
appeared to be SOlld bedrock at. a, depth. of sone elghteen inches. We
then’ followed this -floor: towards the. cave entrance, finding that
8lth0ugh it ‘was’ mtt&dhé? 5o rone or ofber wall at’sone places, there
were geps fllled with yellow clay on . the side.opposite.

- ..Phis indicated that there had been- faulting and patches of
“flnely ground rock flour confirmed thls..,v

' There had also been & eongiderable thlckness of stelagmlte
floor which had ‘been chopped out, p0551b1y in the predatory ralds ‘
reputed to have been made by the Goughs in the early 1890s.

No ‘sign of any bohes were found, end we then decided to find
out where the level floor of the rift ended and whether it sloped
downwards towaris the arched entrance to the cave.



BOI\TT1 HOLL _ Cont/... P

Me ‘soon cane to the" p01nt where the floor ended abruptly
and w1th three more or less solid walls,.we commenaed (t6 .sink a
sha f't to ‘discover: if there were any bones’in thismarea; T
'The first:eight feeét of debris contelned a few 1tems of :
;fqulte recent dete, willow pattern crockery, e mlrror, bottles Il
W1ne and Fortt's Bath Spa Vaters, ete, o
2 %. Then there wére sdme’ four feet of” mud and boulders Quite .
dev01d of any extraneous matter, ~ At a. depth of twelve feet, we
eame upon patches ‘of wet ‘mud under boulders fhlch showed that water
< seepége. hed been at work, w1th small dralnege holes 1ead1ng down* R
wards,; o '
Lir pockets started to .appear and at the same tlme,'a number
‘6f shaft bones and lower mandibles were; found o A1l were in ,
remarkably clean condition. " This layer was" only ‘a few 1nches in .
depth, -and ‘althoigh we- contihued dbwn for another foot, only a few
nmore bones were found.
- Tt ‘wes ‘at this’ p01nt that the floor suddenly shook down and
% smell aperture appeared under the south faco of the shaft- that
1s’ unler the upper rift,
<. h-réry sbrong air- current was fclt but 81nce thls had . .
occurred ‘@t allate hour on the Sunday evenlng (29th December’, 1974)
weidecided’ to cover up the openlng ‘and’ return the follOW1nn weekend
That weekend resulted in the. discovery of a_ cave' passage'”
leading downwards to the south, with a boulder slope floor on. e
which there were- many human‘and anlmel remalns.' This floor wes
very unstable anl it was therefore declded to restrict, our enthus1asm
for furth:r exploration unt11 we hed taken expert adv1oe on the”
archaeloglcel remalns. '
v.s . To this end; we' arranged for a VlSlt to’ be nade +0. the ceve
by Michael Bishop, who is engaged on- thie nowvellwknown Westbury Hill
"dlg, Professor Tratman," Chrlstopher Hawkes and’ Mr:, Harrlson.”;.e
* They- éxpressed- the  opinion: that ‘the bones" were of” comparatlvely
recent date archaeloglcally spceklng, and that they should be removed
and recorded- o
This has now been almost completed and the ceve entrance o
has been suitably protected e
: ~The latést position’ 1s that exploratlon work cen now be
undertaken, although if nust B8 p01nted out that'it is” essentlal
--thati‘fhe entrancé- shaft ‘mist be deepened ‘and” the muddy_erea at. the
top of the "Skull : lope" nust be cleazned up before any other Work
rcan ‘be cons1dered._' “This will- 1nev1tably be-a long progess, if, 2.
ladge work-— -force i8 not-availableé., “In fact, it will be: p0531bly
another -year if~ only ‘thé two '0f us are evalloble to 'do” the work -
_ “hlthough the exten31on known as West Rift hes now been ..
’*explored its -duropinion’ that the “way’on “and’ down ' W1ILbe found unler
the btele"nlte -floor whlch forms “the enl ‘of © ‘Skull i lope Thig
floor hé&§-now béen found to continue’ downwards under Skull Slope .
counter to the slope ‘of ! the" boulders..i This w111 prOV1de a gafe”
ro6f undér-which to continue: the digging - operetlons, although a_vast
anount of rock will need to be removed to ﬂaln access to the léwer "
part of the rlft. : : ST .
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CZuGHOSLOVIKIA 1975

4.4

ey iAo .group of club mombers are, g01nb to the- Horav1an Karst,
area in. Ozech ‘this ycar, w1th the 1ntent10n of actually d01ng some
C&Vlng. ot :
oy Thls 1s a very 1ntcrest1ng ares w1th some flne show caves
as Well as many sporbting caves with long pltches and: lots of water,
with flxed ladders and boats. if you-want to use. “them. . WOrd may..
~have got round that theiale-is.also very cheap and qulte ‘drinkable,
Transport is by Dave Hodby, we shall be crossing the.channel
on Thursday 21st: August - m1dn1ght and returning-two weeks 1ater, Unless
it can he- av01ded we will camp in Germany for.one. nlc,ht,..~ The * 1
follow1ng day should see us in:Prague wheré we. can, spendwthe,complete
day:and .canp- two nights. - Then. head, towards the eaves, iy 1 . e,
The cost of the rrlp is appronguo - in addition each., person
nust . spendak3 pbr day whllst in Czech.- (Some .of this- w1ll be’ used

L for-fuel), - L U P S

knyone interested contact - - Don Vosper. ;suf:uub* et
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ITALIfN PO@TDR COHPLTImION

In celebration of the first centenary of the foundation of
the Sezione "Ttna'":del..Club:Alpino: Itallano, “theimenher GRUPPO
GROTTE CATANIL is organizing an

i ”IN“ RNMTIQNAL oXHIBITION COMP“”ILION OF SP LEOLOGIQAL .
S ; POHTERS" s ..'f'..' PIPRLS BRI SO NG S

A

. whlch Wlll be helo 1n Catanla from Lugust 24 to 51st 1975
under the ‘auspices of the TS T L o
©. . :The’ posters, which mist ev1dence ths valorlzatlon and
protectlon of 'the ‘caves, must be of edltlon ‘dot. eerlier. than ' TSt
January,1973 and they should be in.the’ p05565510n of’ the Organlzers
within the ‘20th’ July,next, completed w1th ‘the nane | and dddress of
the’ sendors (Group or Institute) and acoompanled by 2(two) L
1nternat10nalprepa1d coupons., . - SRS
T The best postérs received W111 be awarded on the 27th August
by_a special Committee, and communlcatlon of sane w1ll be sent -
direct to the interested. Partles and- also ﬂlven through the; i
Speleologlcal ‘Press. }" e
' .For thg forwardlng of the posters or for ths requost’of .
furth\r 1nformat10n the 1ntere:ted Partlos ‘should apply to.;fﬂ;;j

Segreterla della bJTTIMANA SPEL OLOGICL 1975 - C/O C A.r}”/ utna,:
Vla Amore 4 -1 95100 OAT!Nrn/Italy. ﬁ o "

e
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iHMONGO GILL HOLE

. B
EF TR

o Bill-Jonés was acoompanled by Don Vosper, John erlam,

Greg Smith end Ian Crossley fér this: trips . It wesradvbitterly ‘eold

day.and ieverybody shuddled :round the entrance for: warmth, . - :Don: (<

Vosper shivered, .saying that it would e upelwgs o make “hiscaving

comeback .this weekend - ithere were justnot ‘emough people around

to see it. v e
- Unperturbed by thls remark, ‘the : stalwarts flung‘the ladder

down the Hole, Only after John- had fiddled 'and fussed with iit,:

[ A



MONGO GTTE HOL :‘:‘ “oGont/ . b

did“the Party descend an edsy 60" foot, to scrarble into a large
Phreatic Passage.” - ‘At the far end’ of this“a 10, oot climb*led-
to a series of loose nined tunnels,~followed by a successiom of ¢
nuddy ‘cTrawls and lowW ' roomy cavernsj ' some well decorated. The
;furthest of - these reached, accordlng £0-Bill!s tattered survey,“““
must have been very ‘close t0 one-of the upper Entrance- Shafts.~ .
s BETEon- §hé wa§ Backy near Shockle Shafty'a 20 -foot Iron laddér
ﬁ?was found.¢a This droppel in%o-a Strean- Passage of generous -
“fproport ons. . Proceeding downotream, through a- dried-up’ sump,
the water- oouli ‘be followed until it -sank into parrow fissurel-

- Higher:® 1evel passages wereentered ‘i the hope of. finding the"
connection-to:the- nearby btunp Cross Gaverns the.search proved
?“frultless.*;‘*-

L 'Thé toughest part of the’ weekend dane on Saturday evenlng
~ John drank too much and fell over and Greg honked on Ma gle Shaw's
front dcorstep. .M _

Dregs Myth

Your Yorkshlre Correspondent
r.wAAdAAA AAAAAAA- w“nmﬁ

DISAPPOINTMENT FOR BRITIbH CLVTRS

The. fubture:ownership .of Whlte Scar’ Cave, Ingleton,
Yorkshlre, “was decided at a publlc auctlon in Klrkby Lonsdale
last-week  (20th-Feb1+975) . -

o Amongst .the bldders were groups and 1nd1v1duals 1nterested in-
keepmmg the“caVe opén and ‘running it as.a tourist attractlon as well
as representatives from the Yorkshire -Daies National Park Planning™
Committee’ and &lso” Amey Roadstone Corporetlon (a subs1d1ary of

Consolldated Gold Fields Ltd.) . :
A Oavers fron all- over. Brltaln, and r651dents Of Ingleton,,f
have been campalgnlng for the,ceve to . be taken 1nto publlc owner-“
ship to protect it. ‘Sincé ‘thé news that: 1t ‘was to be put up ‘

.. for .auction by the Trustees of T G. Greenwood the orlglnal oWwner
Tiand” dlsooverer ‘of “the ‘cave, wWas- “anotrced.

“Cavers’ ‘feared that. unless ‘the’ cave could: be purchased by
the National Park Authorities it might ‘be closed by - quarrylng )

operations in the valley. K  Amey  Roadstone Corp. OWR '8 quarry'
opp081te ﬁho ‘cave and have mining ‘rights to Within yerds of the
entrance. Thig ‘company alsé parchased Skirwith- Cave, in the same

areay;. a -few .years dgo which it -subsequently c¢losed and: already
hélds the freghold and riineral .rights of ‘White Scar. S
In fact,it was a prlvate bidder who finally galned owner—
ship of the cave by paying 23,500 for the 14 years lease on the
cave and the free-hold of a bungaIOW”and an acre of land at the
cave entrance,
The new owner, who! has nok. been 1n51de the cave, intends
to develop it as a commercisl attraction.
..~ .The! outconeg ofi ;the sale was a major disappointment for the
sJNat1onal Caving AsSsdciation:and ‘the Yorkshire: Dales Nationsl.Park.
Planning Comnitteewho had’ hoped ‘between .then, toi make Whlte Scar
ascentre fof exploratien.for ‘cavers and geologlsts.lrfusr L
: Corinent. overheard from ‘2 conversation ‘hetween: oavers '
after the suction, L
o, ML seens e Ppity -that it (the .cave) is to. be further
developed for the crisps ‘and ice-crean-brigade. . Sy
Steve Conquest,



CAVES ON THLBVISION

" The BBC recently obtained 2 series of seven programmes
on Furopean caves made by a specially orgenised German team under

the direction of Dr Ernst Bauer. To go with them, the BBC
themselves made three more films on caves in Britain and the whole
series is being transnitted this year. They are programmed for
7.05 p.i. on Wednesday evenings on BBC 2 and each film lasts 25
minutes. The schedule as prepered to date is 28 follows:-
Aprils 9th Ogof Ffynnon Ddu. Dr George Bray studies and

discusses chemical solution in the cave waters,

and Mick Day looks around the cave while collecting
sanples. Some good shots in the upper series of
OFD2, and don't niss the last few minutes of the
programne which includes a superb sequence of the
nain streanway in flood.

April: 16th Yorkshire caves, Tony Waltham looks 2t vadose
and phreatic caves and relates their crigin to the
glaciation of the Dales. Filmed in Marble Steps

Pot, Long Churn Cave, Sleets Gill Cave, Rowten Cave,
Yordes Cave (if you can recognise it). Kingsdale
IMaster Cave and Jingling Pot.

Lpril: 23rd Wookey Hole. The Mendip supersters gather to
examine the cave. Dr Willie Stanton looks at
the geology and origins, Prof Tratman examines
the archacologicel finds, and Oliver Lloyd describes
the upstreen explorations by the Cave Diving Group.

April: 30th The Germen films include: Ice caves in fustria: the
June 11th immense Skocjan Cave in Jugoslavia: Proteus in
Postojna Caves, Jugoslaviaj Painted caves of the
Dordogne, France; Bear caves in Germany;
Submarine freshwater caves of the Greek Islandsg
Lava caves of the Canary Isles.
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