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WHEIEKLY CLUB are held at the‘PR@yql Oak" New Road,
MEATINGS® Brentford, Middx (Behind Brentford Football
I . Ground) every thursdcy nlght until 01051ng
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COTTLGE Dtlrrup Cup, Nordrach— n—Mendlp, Blagdon,
Somerset, .

ACCOMMODLATION : for.iover; 30- people —..gll essential Servic@s. il
Guest charged 30p per nlght or day fee,
MemberS'*uottage fee are now 20p per night
= 0L day. .
ligledt” party booklngs through the cottage warden.
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_EDITORILL NOTE
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. As somé ‘members couldn't dtténd the AGM “inMerch, here is

a chance for them to cetch up with some important facts in the day
¥o0 day running of the clubi .

1. The meeting voted to keep members fees at 20p per night
but incresse Guest .fees 'to '30p per night.'  This seems 1o be on'par
with othér Mendip ‘Clubs, some -0f which however have a much greater
differential between members .and guests (often as much as 50% more).

i

2. John Macmillan has written to:the committee proposing that
members -may make advanceibookings at:the cottage: for themSélves .and
one guest. - Unless a-time .of arrival is stated, beds still unoccupied
by 1am shall be deemed vacants The committee reserve to right to

changé{such'bdékingéfﬁﬁJ?The“méétihgfagréed to .accept the proposaly:

3. » -Subscription -rates, - Contrary to views expressed by some
people it is not unconstitutional -for the committee to raise sub-
scriptions (end cottage fees) when they feel it is necessary to do
so. .'The meeting- dgreed that .we charge 'non-paild up members guest -

cottage fees i . | Bt

4, i:-Don'Vosper has agreed to be Subscription’Secretary and in -
future all subscriptions and matters arising therefrom will be
dealt with by him., His address is:

ya

vl 0 ted 430 Lewis Trust Buildings
gt e Byl Ham,
B e A LiaEalondon, SWo.
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‘Applicaticn of membership has been ré&éﬁied from Charles
Ruddick : 10 Berryfield, o
Wexham Court Estate, " .+
Slough, Bucks. Tel. Slough 38494,
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Change ‘of-Address: ' ~John Macmillan now resides 'zt SrES LA

. 77.43 Thornhill Gardens, ., ..
- P 'Barking, ,(
G e ey e oo mssex 3 Tel Q1 594 8033,

Coke The recent delivery of coke‘made a very fast disappearance.

It lasted barely a month instead of the usual three, in spite of
warner weather. Members are reminded that the stove should never
be more than helf full as that smount will last the week-end.
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Observant members will have noticed that much of the recent
Dr., Who serial was filmed in Wookey Hole.
AAAA



CLUB NEWS . .. cont/....

LBSEILING AND PRUSSIKING,.

Following the recent fatallty in Gaplng Gmyll in. Whlcthiii
a polypropylene rope "failed", ‘members are reminded that under no
circumstances may life lines belonglﬂg to the Group bn ‘used’ for
51ngle rope techniquesi ey ERE “u*thLA'ff“
“- John Mirism may look into the p0891b111ty of buylng some
"Bluewater" rope for resale to those members who mlght be: lnterested.
A fuller appralsal w111 first be needed.'
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_ Members are remlnded that refuse musf‘ﬁe takpn LﬁﬂLhe road
it is not picked up .from the fromt doors - - The culprits are,;e~j¢\-
prebably ‘the same -¢lowns .who left thelr mllk bottles on- +he step.;k,

We don t have a mllkman. EEERTNY S AR RN
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BOOKSFOR bALB ST et

Greg Smith is ‘able’ to supply all ‘the current cav1ng L
guldes at bargqln prlces. S List from Greg. L e T ‘f;f*foY
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s The Group hgs apnllei for 75L of fr e palnt whlch are f‘
part‘of “the 10,0001 L,C.TI. are glVlng qway to clubs aSJqut of
thn Brlghter Brltaln Gampelgn.'ﬁ i .
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Wil The bouth Wales neet was falrly well‘attended and ‘Seven
members formed a party to do OFD I (Dan.Yr Ogof was “cannelled OW1ng
to high water conditions). The strean was high enough to make
it sporting.OFD II was visited on Sunday.

Penwyllt has been undergoing.a face_1lift for some time now, -
but a surprise awaited us on Szturday when we went to change .,
Upstairs where the old changing room.was, -is a- centrallJ ‘heated. . ;-
drying room complete with hengers., Downstairs is the new changing
room with a section for hosing dowh ruddy gear and .a dripmbtank.affajr

for sodden clothing prior to removal to the drying room. Alongside
the changing room are the showers complete with plastic bowls and a
sluice, The fee for the use of all this is a princely 10p. T

hope the Meet Sec. books Penwyllt for a 1ot more trlps.
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Singi g Rlver Mlne.'* : s

This is the nost °thn51ve mlne worklng stlll opon on Mendlp
with 3,000 ft of passage. - .Following rumours . of its possible closure
the mine was visited by the county. archaeologicel:officer. It is
now being indluded on the village détolopmcnt mdp-as-a- preservation
feature and steps are belng taken to: have thu 81te declarbd an

tncient Momument. . T

is many of :you alrecdy know,,George and Frances at the Royal
'Oak_have retlred after an exhausting- time’ serV1ng plnts to the MCG.
- AAAAA o



- "BLACEKMOOR

The Bank Subsidence Dig:e

KRR B B : -r'?ij‘ .

i More work at thls 51te has .been: done but ‘no. SuGZSlabUOIY o
conclusions cen yet be drawn. = It is not evén coneclusive.thet . .- .
bedrock has been reaoheé, -as the rock formlng a ”V” at:the base of
the hole mey be detached fragments._, Ty e -

Upper Flood Entrace:

All bags of spoil have now been renoved from the cave
leaving the way clear for more work, The end of the'cevz remains
tantalising and full of . promlse.- If possible a scbeu'swf““- Lo
excavation producing less ispoil than hitherto:would be rfadvantage.
This could be achieved by lowering the face to sitting helght. et
Lowering the height in this menner would produce about 1/3 of the

amount of spoil produced at present.,  This is because a void is
present at strean level, Spoil could be removed fromﬂppre by -«
skip. -

At Daster .work. was concentrated beneath the. calcite.-
blockage.  Probing revealed ‘thatthe stream~bed is comﬁ0¢ed Of e
soft sediments to a depth of about 4 feet and forward about 10 feet,
Should the streem fall to the level seen in 1973, when it was
diverted into the floor .sediments some 50 feet before. ‘bhe face, if
would he.possible to, progress, rapidly without blastlng - Whatever.
the p081t10n rogariln water level, th= sp01l storage. prqblem is; . o=
s0 criticagl, that a lower face produc1nw "less spoil Seems to be
the best medlum—term option.

Spoil hauling, partlbs -are still ip greater demand to allow
future ﬂunplng space; T e e
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FORTHCOMING MALmS ,;V..;.-igigaﬁ,_ -
17th 4*18th May WASHFOLD POT - Yorkshlre """
26th May for one week :Skye‘—.Camplng._ :
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A WEY CAVING SHOP IN WELLS

A new shop for cavers has opened in Wells. It is an
extension to Philip Browns' Caving bupplles no connection, with,; - ..:2
Rock Products at: ' '

L e ) Colles Road,
RREE A S Lot Wells, uomerset

" Telephone No.. 0749 74382 e

All items on Caving Suppliés price. llst are available @'s well
as a facility for hiring tackle, A phone call is aivlaei Urlor
to arrival at the shop to ensure rapid service and arrange ccilection
for almost enytine within reason,
N Mall order is still aveilable through Phlllp Brown atn

' 84 Chatsworth Road Chean), Sutton, Surrey.
Telephone No. 01 644 2927,

Philip Brown hes agreed that on order of over £5.00 he will give a
5% discount to M.C.G. members.

i .“



LOOK : BEFORE YOU .LGLP ;7. i :

Wi fForfanyonehcontemplatingcthejuse=oﬂ;S;RuTa:aﬂlooknat
BCRL itransactions Volume.. 1 No.4 December, 1974 would :bé :in order. =+
In a pa@er;@ntitled-VTﬁé:Ropepiﬁisingxe;RopemOaving“ﬁ‘Andy Mavis @ i
has conducted a fairly.compréhensive,: although-not. exhaustive; v .1
sﬁudy.Ofﬂbaribus:ﬁotentialwropemmateriam'19n&ncons$ructi0né=with
regard primarilly to abrasion resistanes -and tensile :strength.w. vi

A few.facts manage to emerge.fairly clearly:.. - As.far as. ..
abrasion Tesistance 'is:concerned sheathed:nylon scems to be far ..
and away - the Lest (especially when' dry) and:hawser laid.polypropylene
the worst (@ggin:especially when dry! v) Tensile test dataris & o0
perhaps the most surprising as it secnms that even when new, ropes
display‘strengﬁhSnoftenfwell,belbwatﬁe?méndﬁaéturerSLquoted'figures.
Appeing -and éxposure “to 'sunlight and chemicals then ‘all have.an/ &.-
appreciable ‘part to play and in this: réspect mylon'is probably the™

Worst‘ iLL e [ . . Do Lo L "o P [T

wF 4 Although much test-data.is presented too nany oversll .- .
conclusions_are:nottpossibleiandutheraspiriﬁngerticalicaver'wouldwz;
be well:.advised to read and understand the paper-in total: i:. ;oo
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ROPE LIFE AND THE TIAA TESTS  Loovl ome e

(This apticle was drawn from Mitteilung:=n, thHe bi-monthly
newsletter of the Austrisn Lflpine Club, Innsbruck, Heft 7/8 1974,
p 112, It hss been translated anl rewritten by Dick Ta'stwood

who; contrary to popular belief, has o ‘shares in any gear R
manufacturers.,): s A - e . e S

. For some years, the International Union of Lljine Clubs

(UIAL) has been running tests on the performance of nylon
climbing rope -and:<has -been helping menufacturers give -realistic
information sout: their products.: - Onerof the:key: resultsi-of the .
testd has been the "Falls-held-number" .(Sturzzahl) and rec&nt
studies by the safety comnittee of the fustrianiAlpide Club. o pnd
have .reduced the- interpretation of . the figures to a fairly™
straightforward table. .- .o Ol s i R

It has’.long been realised that the reliable life of a
rope is strictly limited. The rope's amltimate role is to stop
falls and its ability to do this is restricted in two ways. '
First, the rope's ability to absorb energy is at a maxinum when
newly manufactured, so the producér-imnposes the initial limit,
Secondly, this absorption capacity is reduced by stopping,. falls, by.
other extraordinary demands and also by, nornal handl;ﬂgﬂiﬁju§é§$ﬁ4i
Tt can even be reduced by sforege in daylight instesd of' inm the -

dark. It used, to be. thought, that normsl wear was too unpredict- '
able to! be' related closely to,the fallg=held-number, but the latest.

report’ from the committee shows that the two gé Hand-in-hand. = =" .
Discounting extreme stresses, such as' free falls, it can be said' |
with 95 per cent certainty thatthe ﬁqllowing table  apnlies to = 77

Kernantal (Sheathed) ropes: e
SRS A Fallsr'held—nuﬁlber : Life B RAREAN HOU.{I'" S use¢, pexr &Q;R“ N
2 J4 months . oo 0 o 0 500 e ad
6 4% years 50 :
2 _
)

2 months 150
2% years 150

COIl‘t/........



ROPE LIFE AND THT UIAL TESTS CONTZ4uns

These flgures -only apply to dry ropes; wet.or frozén rope
has & much reduced .reliabilityi "Wet-proof" ropes have proved
effective when new inrovercoming .this reductlon but it 1s not
known how long the proofing lasts. .

<ol 2vds the lowest falls—heldwnumber accepted by - the UIAA and
it leaves ‘little margin for.safety; the Buropean nmanufacturers -
will probably agree. very :soon to raise their manufacturlng
minimum to 3, It the number is not on a rope's - -label, it is .
ausually given 1n.the makers:!  brochure. If they haven' t submltted
r0pe for test 1t probably glves cause for great susplclon% S

e Mhatever the.: falls—held-nnmber, a rope should be thoown
out if it has held a heavy fall or if there is wisible danage to the
sheath: such visgible demage is always a sign of -internal danmage.
.Standlng on the rope adds to the wear and tear, as do absellingor.,
thz use of ten51on. If the rope is used:in a2 'sandy place, it is

worthr the ftrouble o washing it: aferwards. in a strean or in the: ..~

bath: this . gets most of the . grit out ‘of the sheath so it cannot-
then work its way into the core and demage the strands, Store
the rope in the derk when not in fise, as some abe affeated by
raliation, particularly pale~coloured ropes. Remember also that
your chocks and slings are subject to all the same demands as your
rope: they must be ronewed fron tine to tlme - and S0 must tapes
anl harnesses, S G ‘ i
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”H W1ll cavers w1th the odl % pound of banb in the frlige
please take note'— ~you could be cau51ng a publlc nulsance.,.

EXTRACT FROM TAE DAILY MIRROR, TUESDAY 18th MERCH, 1975
| : | ”TIL’MBOIIB ANCGAREGE" U

LisAn ex—mayor of PE neadlng was. accused yesterday of keeplng
501b of ‘gelignite in-an 0l1d ‘box in his garage for five: years.._.u,m
- Reading Crowh. Court heard:. thet a sllght V1brat10n could
have caused a "devastating explosion." .
' The ex-mayor, ‘company diréctor, Etienne Barnett denles

causing & public nuisance, ‘The case continues. today.
..o .. He got off, 7
cutts o c f AA:_\AAAAAAALA:_\AAA
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Whern31de Manor . o o
- Once again the questlon of the. ex1stence of Whernalde‘ju
Manor 1s being raiséd, It already obtaihs a 1arge grant. from uhe
Sports Council through the N.C.h, The annual de’ficit of around.. \
£10,000 per year is currently. belng net by the Scout A55001at10n° -
They are to w1thdraw their support and the centre is now due to close
later in the year. . ... AT L S I
' AAAAAA LT -

Plkedaw Caverns ~ CNCC have fitted .2 new lld (unlocked) and access
is freely avallable without perm1351on.

QAIAAA.-_\ -
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FAIRY HOLanwwﬂRDALE 1;} 1o et ot ;';'wii.;;g;“ﬂﬁ,'?f“”< o
SEAT temporery ertined is! belng provndei to’ allom atcess "
f£or- an® acourete survey ‘ofEhe! reuelnlng 17 374 riiles! of passage.lﬂﬂ

‘i»Hopefully,*a ngwW entrance- beyond the llﬂlts of the presont’quarly"

can then be. opened up. = - o Fowdh e SRNE
u* 1;,7 " go»'t K A&&AAAJJJAuA R F“Jfff':: -PE_ -
STOP POT (LANCADTLR HOLL@) uU‘J?‘ N ?I . i -
T beveral large boulder movements have occured the erea ,:;
should be treated with extrene ceutlnnﬁA??;;a :

The Hil1l: Inn, Chapél Le Dale, is up for sele at Hn' asklng
'prlce‘of;;BB 000, while Just down’ the rOad “the 14 year leﬂse t01?
?>WH1te Scar Caves hﬂs Ju t been purchased forq£25 OOO. SRR

; -
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e Tk 3 o ey

Jelﬁ-ﬂfhnSOmeffolk Just never leern, a 51ngle plece of strlng was
seen. dangllnb down GoGy durlnb the Lestor Hollday.,_-,ou: i
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R T Mistral Holef— Plpplkln g Back Door to Easeglll

.‘n:“s.‘_‘ B S SR . IR PoVeenpin 6T
R i -

CIt was 'a deoleted téan “that’ found themselves in the depths
of Plpplkln at Easter. “After ttHe. conflnes of ‘thei‘ertrende -series
and tHé' horrors of’ Wally ‘s Bowels -if’ Had Teen a-pléasure’ upon’ R
entering the lofty "Hall of the ten" to follow the cool’draught—to

: "Dusty Junctlon iE i

=Ts

- . '-. . P S v 3 P _.'- _— . -
Lo ; . . ; . . Y ;\,‘.‘ e

- ” We- contlnuei stlll folIOW1nb'the drau"ht through passagee
3 ”'kneeudeep in mud ‘to Peach "Thné Hobbith .~ From ‘this ‘“low’ cavern *1

we crawled beyond int6 a bouldsr FITIEE rlft wheére a- Bnall hols
%' dbseonddd “into dhother ‘rift ‘tuch’ narrowerii~ ' A small horizombal™:

flssure could be seen overhead, but the squeeze*upwaris To' reach
1t 1ook tl@ht Thls WeS4the connectlon w1th Mlstral Hole.;nr

. e

= .'., -
-7 L

Now W1th the lure of the surfece in’ uaseglll lesst then~,5ﬁ
100* £ away e Theremes a ‘greédt ‘incentive’ to° get through Iff““i
eitried and: after con811ﬂrab1e effort twisted into thie flssure on
my bagk '~ & foolish ‘move- whlch uried out’ o’ ‘be- 1rrever51ble, my
only. optlon wés to- squlrn horlzontally Por dbout 6ft to reach an
enlargement., ” N P et
By the time I reached it the others had cleared off, but
T managed to gain.an audible ‘contact with Danny from Red Rose C.P.C
_.who had been through-before me and was now_presumably in Zasegill,
“The Tift contlnued for a- shorﬁ dlstance as an awkward 81deways
‘thrutch endlng ‘on* 1ts Junctlon w1tH“a cross-joint, “After castlng
aside John Mac's Jumper (dot an’ easy de0151ong 1 ‘entered the' Joint
at floor level anl proceeded to inch forward: although the crawl
could not have been more than 30f% long, the process was slow, It
therefore came 85 8 great relief upon rounding the final bend, to
spot chinks of daylight ahead from the ILasegill shaft, A few feet
further on 1 was able to squeeze upwards inte the shaft, where an
easy scraznbls led to the surface,

Nraoca



THEOREQ;CAL~SPELEOLOGY :

The speleomethmatlcal reader will be f3501nated no doubt
by & graph appearing in a recent issue of the Venezualan Jourpal .
"El Guachara",... The author, Francisco Pergy, plots the; -deepest
caves. in ‘the ‘world against the year. .of their dlscoverng; What 1is,
qulte surprising .is that the rapidly-increasing depth curve is reelly
quite smooth for the type of data plotted. . .
The immediate thought that flashes through the mlnd of
avery theoretical caver is that the data is open to mathmatical
analysis. If we replot the original values on:.a log-log graph .
we obtain a good stralght llne, from whlch we “can readlly derlve
the sguation:- R o -
D 1.3517 YPoH poqgnT5B s L

where D is the depth in metres of the decepest cave in the world, and
Y is uhe year (A.D.) of its discovery.
: Insertlng a few figures into the equation we see, -for
exauple thet .in 1947 the deepest cave should have beenh — 160m, , This
compares fairly. well with the Reseau de 1z Dent de Grolles, which |
was explored in that year to a world record of - 630m. Presumably
the explorepsmissed an inconspicuous side passege containing the
extra 7 metres of depthi
I3y contrast, the Pierre St Martin was explored in 1953
to a new world record of: = P37, whereas' it should theoretlcally have
been only 705. 97m ‘déeps i I the survey figures dr& to be believed:
then it shouldn't heve been dlscovered untll nearly the end of the
following year.
Of course we are not restrlctei to examlnlng the deepest
cves of the past years, -and it.is perhaps more exciting to take a
glimpse_into. the future. “In the. year 2000 the despest cave in
the world should reach a depth of - 2179 metres.5
.. .. It is also of interest to put. D=6378.3x10- netres, which
As “the radlus of the uarth _ D01ng this we flnd that the worlds.
ultlmate cave. system reachlnglthe centre of; the globe w1ll be; =v‘
explored . sometime .in Septenmber,of. the year 2566 AD, | . '
Itis alreﬂiy apperent that exploratlons séen to. take plece
at an increasing rate, Clearly, mag ‘or improvements will heed to be
nsde. to- vertical techniques in  the- next few hundred: years. Cavers
tackling the worlds ultlmate systems will probably use personal rogket
powered hellcopters.‘ - Apdssuch powerful exploration aids-will
account for.all the reelly deep systems being. exploredfln a., reletlvely
short space .of time. :
Presumably, there Wlll be several ceves approachlng ther C
centre of the Barth around this date so that a connection will seem
to be,only. a matter of course., . ..This poses;an interesting, albeit
phllosophlcel question, as to. whether 4he- depth, of - the systen is
equel to the radius or the. diameter of ‘the Barth. ~In;, any: cese, the ¢
23rd and 24th centurles should truly be; the Golden. Agelof caving -
providing the acne of through trips. Wlth the explorers emeralng in
the antipodes. o
Ogofwr Ddu.

i

AAAQAAAAAAAAA Tl hli;‘fd\f e T

I would be very 1nterested to hear from anybody who has beck
coples of, :Descent. that they would WlSh to part with, .. The numbers
T an, 1nterested 1n are A7y, 19, 21 22, 23 and 26.h ma;mﬁ . L
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