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. vPete Methews: 155 Budeliffe Way, I Northolt, Middz "7
C T 3-~* .+ Yhones Oj 841 8765 R

Ron. Sbvaoers, R‘WSLOHG, 21 nuchmoor venuc,
;mdlenere, Bucns, owe Penn 3487

SORMRLRY Bill Jomes: 91, St uﬂVlours o' d Crovdor,

v, BN , Surreg, lhonof Qj_o;, 1529

COPTAGT. WelDiw Yinyne Hiscox: 47 Lwns wry Jrive, ﬁ«ves, Middx
{(cem be contacted at work hetween
' 8.30am ~ 5,000 thone 01 573 %888
vz 677 ) +

4 G5 DT TSR -Jobn Hiriams- 252 Jole P rk Road, Twickenhzi,
7 &1LdX, ”Honef 01 892 3171
R¥GORDIR &reg“sﬂith 431 Hegden Tene, wotEOTd; Lerts,
- ' ~ Thoner uumLoré 25606 _
. - ) -;"t.‘, . . . o w T -1...:‘.‘\;_7
2DIBOR Brysn Lerry: 54 Bxunsw1c Cresc Gﬂu, Hew ooumhgaﬁe
Tondon 511 1EB (can be contucced ot
“Uor"oetwoen 9,00 m = 5. OOpm Fhone
359 HABT X 24). .

; are hel! ﬁt "“OVﬁl Ohk” Wew Roto Brentiord,
ﬂEﬂ*Lmﬂb Middx (hCﬂlﬁd JI@ﬂUIOTd Football Grovnﬂ)cvery
thuredar night wadil cloging time.

GOLHLGE Stirrup Gun, Hordrach—on-kendip, Hlagdon
Somerset.

ACGORT 0L S L0 ror over 30 pso-le = all CSscoTielzserviﬁegi
Guests char~ed 30p per nighv.or day Tee.
Mephers Uottege faes are now ~Op per night
or day

G'est 3ariy bcokingS'through the cottnge werden.
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LDITORTAL NOTE:

Hellol Is anyboby out therel I know I don't give twelve fold
green shield stamps for every article I rescelve or give away miniature
plastic replicas of Mary Whitehouse heving a bath, nor do I resort to
thre“tenlng people with Watneys bccr, but I thought at least T would -
8till receive the odd arilcle‘or TWO. Alas and ..rack - yes a complete
lack of articles ‘of any shape, size, description or form, This is why
your newsletter is so irrenular; 80 dive it a shot of A1l Bran in the
arm and get it g01ng aﬂeln._ I welcomne. all articles for the newsletter

Remeﬂber. : . IR T
This is Your new01é%%er and relies mainly on Your
SR conmrlbutlon. .
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TOR”HLOMING EELT

20/21 aeptember ROWLOH fow - i+ngsddle Mester Cave -
v . Yorkshlre. : _

11/12 October  0.F.D. South Wales.

CHANGE OF ADDRISS '
Penny & Ian Bramble°

Wew Residing at:- 67 Yhernside,

Morton,
Carlisle.

s 0 Mel: 34841

an .

HKS5ANYBODY NQT PAID TETIR SUBS YET?

wHAS ANYRODY NISSLL ANY ILH&L'TILRD— Im SO I CAN FROBARLY
LED FalM HuVE: BAJE SUMBIRS - PLOASL 1D 1‘!1.1 EIOW,

G.B. A brend new padlock hes appeared on the entrance block-
house of G.B. -This appeared on the week ending 17th August. It
was not locked the weekend previously. Whether our key fits it oxr

not is not yet clear so be prepared for a disapvointment,
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OBIWIARY

DAVE MITCHELL

R A

e I% 18 Vlﬂh ﬁreat ‘sadness tha I recoxd Ghe dcach on-the

15th N y 1975 of Dave Mltchell at tne age of 36 Dave h@d Leen
su;ferlnp Wlth c ncef. '

"_;_K_. | Ill

o D”ve had a vast knowTedoe of "the entlre hend1p reglon. He
wos oneé of the grestest and most energebic cave diggers in-the area
_and was the ¢oremoot_:ut wority on the caves anc swallets of eastern
nendlp.;“

'Dave storted caving as a boy, making sorties from his home

,tuww of Frome on his’ ozcyule. Even later on he opted out of car

'owpershlp and when he. couldn't get o 1ift from one of his friends
he still-mede the journey to Mendip on his bike. He regularly cycled
+eo vnarternouse and Cheddar for the day, often d01np heavy work between
Jeurﬂeys. . O’ one occasion, I =i ©ir fowing him up Cheddar Gorge
" behind my motor-bike using a waist sllng as a £ow rope. ~ Dave féc“oned
ne was the fastest wan un-tie Gorge on a cycle and our vccollectlon of
the incident olv’ys nrov1ded us Vlth 3 good lauvghs,

' Daves main in troduction. to dl oing was at Brownes Hole.  He
stérted of as & helper to the Browﬁes, but after o few years the family
ceased work there leaving Deve in sole cbargc. _ ﬁt least half of the

“%otal £ill rehoval was dvo o Daves ‘organigntidn and erthusiasm,
”h;ouohovtuhls work he maintained reﬂu]ar contaect with the Brownes’
Crels mlng ‘his progress 'to them. - ‘henever digcussing the dig he always
plgyce down his own role. His work continued regularly wntil 1953
-when the railway was removed %o Coovers Bole., = In 1952 he discovered
‘A humbn skeleton devoid of its skull. 4 skull had écrlier been found
bJ e Brownes, - In 1952, together with Alon Gowley, Dave discovered
ail extsnoﬂon LO The iAnnex a- small cave 51tuaLed c1ose to Br-wnes ‘Hole

*-entrmnce.

Uﬁvcs human ap: ~roach to d1321ng was a comblnutlon of two FTactors
When'helpll -others he never trled to take over, but his expertise and
enérgetic’ help soon became apisrent and his presence was always sought.
When runnlqg hie own digs he never over-domin wited; ‘but brousht his
helpers into his confidence so hg' thc3 all |e1* they Tere on 1nteoral
part of the enterprise.
© U .Dove slways:hehaved as a. genulemmn. -~ His vigits were always
welcomed by the farmers he made contact with ond he would lend a heliping
hand o0 anyone in need, whebher it was a spot of urgent hay making or
-agsisting his: agclnn nc1ghaours. ~ If all the so-called lovérs of £ the

*-counury51de behaved in g similar mbﬂner ﬁhsrewould be no aﬁuagOﬂlsm

between landowners and users.

- Daves interests were not’ conflncd to caving although caving
-téhded to act as d focal point, He was o good- naturalist ond Pecn
‘obscrver. For cxmdbje he lmew numercus fossiliferous localltles, not
just in cliffs but also in fields and slong foot—aths. He wss able
- to'recognise fossils and cor¥relate their distribution in certain rock
uanS,_ﬁthoug1 he did not know their scientific nanmes. . He had in
fact discovered for’ ‘himself that rocks can be dated by the fossils they
contain, + - He was not however interested in following a formsl line

“wroi ecadenic study and' could not be persuaded into d01ng S0. He would

-

tend to’brush dside -thé suggastlon and would always conclude the
‘discussion with "“well theres' no point really®. Fe gleaned a lot of
informs tion from regdlnﬂ and liked collecting rather old books on
natural hlstory. ' . - : |



DAVE Iﬁh m;LL

Daves -errliest 81tcs of work were naturally fairly close to
Frome.. . He cxplored all the many beputiful valleys around and probed
intd any .cérevice that “Took en.lntcr .sting. - Hé excavated Cheese-cave
in Vallis Vole, so named because 0Ff & chéég e~shaped slab’ of roc” at the
entrance. He also dug in Asham vood but without feveallng anything
more then a badger sett:s | To-wall: almost anyvhere on Bagtern Mendip
with himws an educqtlon..,. He would 20 from plte to site relating how
he had cacmvmtcd ‘and vhat he hﬁd Lound . .

One of the first active sinks excevated was Or Swalle'”’but this

es .given vp before anything was entered,. almhouﬂh.a,con51derable hole

h .d been wvroduced. :  He e aluo,lnducedf el dlh ot Tom Tiveys Hole
because local lejcnd had it 4hat it temmincted a Numney Casﬁle..w I
don't thlﬂﬁ he ever belclvcd it did go to uurmev buu uhexc vias, the
cTemenb of. romance. attached to it. . oA Y
o He started work at Piton Btreest. uwellen beiorc 1960 : His
Uork a Funtlag Todge contlpued over . many. years ,ﬂd,renrescnms one. of
., Tthe dﬁcposc shaft. excevetions in this country. S¥ill,. %0 a depth:of
25 netres was romoveo S Ubfortvnmtely The excavation t¥ailed off

ow1nn %o poor sup Tea eforp The hoped for stresmweywas -found.

S . Deve nelﬁed‘ln.\hh excovation at 8t.. Cut?berts Swallet: but. to -
omy snowlrdme he never wenl - dovn. the. cmve. -
i . .Upto 1955 Dewk did a 10%. of his uork ;1th hlrn bowle*,.ﬁhelr
COﬁbng%lOﬂ proéu01mg amnoueriul caving and alggznq te@m.jg . Joint
.plepning with ilen wor: the local carnival, - . helr lOmt was. a cave
1‘7th &t ch_. 'I.J er.L u..l-L . . .- s

: “Dave took pmrt 1n.ncw cxnlor tion . in fﬂlry L?ves JLITV nonahlv

by g

_;féﬁ H1111ers Cave. .. Me Iried to make.a connection with the hllllcrs
.. . SygSten by, dl glnr in Vithybreok Swellst., . - [ In- uhG DTOVO“S of encerlng

L8 héw p@ss ge in Wlu“ybrook he.. partly blocked oii a knowr way . w1th Spoil.

" Bomé menbers of another Mcnalp clud later d4id a dlﬁ there, uncovering

this pas ssage.and. elgimed it as 2 new dlscovery before stuay1ng the

N burvey This” brough forth a great deal of m¢ruh from Dave,. .

R _ he made contact with M.C.G, when he h@urd I b6101ve *Hrough .
'”Mr. browne, of our enccvﬂtﬂon at Coovers-Hole. ,ff When he come to. see
us,)I think he was pleased with our enthusiasm.and sobrletv of thet g
ime :nd wanted 1mmea1atly to 301n. Membershlp took a:long:tine to
get in those days and he was.not a full member.until a couplc of years
044 passed, . Anyvay. Dave became a frequent hclnor at- uoopcrs .and. .
introduced’ 8everal of his friends A to..the Group.'“ Yhen he sta It604

,onrk at blackmoor he was a cfreguent helper and in 1965/6A he vas- asked

- %0 orzanise the dig gl; .a%-Coopers holc."' With his local frlends he
12ia a rallway into hc Staircase diz ond made a truck to remove spoil.
(This hes just been removed for rcnovatlon) . The staircase passage
was dug ovt leaving a blgh Toofcd Iﬁlu, ut the object of the operation,

... ‘that ofproviding an. unhindered wﬂy to the end chqmbrr WeS not ¢eﬂllobd

’:J;through lack ofdigging SURPOTT.

.j‘

‘ During 1962 he duz at Ua rgg Eurm uiﬁer Eh@ falmcr renors ed )
‘sub31ocnce et vhe bottom oF a broad ‘shekehole. . I remember Duve, Alan
‘Cowley and John hcott reaching a depth of “somé, 15t in one afternoons
work. | -4t the bottom, of the shaft which-uwas in-clay, a few, rocks had
. sterted to. apnesr and thcre was a sugqcotlon of a looser- flll.ﬁg QOther
aigeing howevcr prevented the vressing home ofi-the dig and.the site is
.. now bﬂc Fo e saﬁ”¢ow holc. - This 1nuroduct10n 50 Lhc- ﬁrrnn Farm area
' hovever, Wluh its uﬂprovrq pot—fﬁl .1 never left Daves mind ‘and he .-
frequently spoke of digging there again, dJarren erm was bo-prove to

be his lest digging effort but not at his Ffirst site.



Dove Mitechell

-a - InS 1963 he also turned his attention to knopn Llll Swpllec
(uldalccombe Swalliet) Don fSenrl had previously noue,thls when oud

“Uprospecting®. © VWhen work storied, therewas a level stresmbed which

did not take the compleie st tream 2% that tlmc.“ Over a period of
about 2 years the Swallet wes clecred to reveal o uwarrow rift in the
fleor - (ﬂot“th ift at the downstreanm end) &% the base of which a stream

irran at about 90° to the gtrenm in the VuLle.E ixcavetion ceased

tempororily aiter a flood washed in s 10t of. sp01l . The dig was
subsccuontl worled by us between about 1965 to 1968 but Dave did not

seriously ﬁﬁie vart in this phage, He did say however bh&b subseqguent
,ﬂlgUlP@ never reachea hls previous level,

Between 1963 and 1965 he excrvated BrOCIS Holc (Hyauts Hill} in

¥ Stonuon“s ooo’) ~ He was Vorhlng with a good team at this tlue,
" PauliDye doing the' CADIOSlVP work. . When some obher neonle started
trork ‘et UIocks hole’ without' corsujuvng ‘him he bcc ANe VEery nnoyed and

ccomnlained to then about tbc11 poeching.
3Tt 0 In the mid-gizties Dave mnartied. Clenys loung and they fzequcnuly
fSﬁeut the weeckend a2t the cobisge and weni 4o dig at Blaclkmoor Shaft. .

Neve was gd imwortant nembher oF the Lcam which discovered the

bi breaktbrouvh in Rhino Rift. Dave and John Cornwall were working
-.to~6ﬁnor on tac ghift before th brca?througb. Just before leqv1ng
rdohn laid en.éxplosive charge und Dave noted a different sound %o usual

The following work party discovercd.the shaft. Dave received the
news but never ever went down the cave. He frequently said what a

great disappointment the discovery was,

Following their dissppointment at %hlﬁo Rift, Dave returned to

;worﬁ at Ch“rzcrhOLse Warren Horm, The site chosen was not ot the

originel shake hole dug in 1962, but cnother site not situated far away

~in a dry valley. Thls site hcd teken wetexr during the Great Flood in

1968. = The undertaking became.more difficult ms the dig progressed,
owing . to masgsive ovcrhanulbg boulders. . Dave was interésted to hc@r
that “Fanor Fare cave followed a.major fault system and ‘thought -this
h01ghucnea the chences .of ¢1nﬂlnﬁ an ex censaon of the-cave via Varren
Form (also.lying in-a 1dult) -

- 77 Dave was crcmLtcd ané on his r- qucst hlS ashes were SC“thTCd

around the Warren Farm dig., - Glenys ha-. hlS caving and digaing logs
nd gsome-of . hisg" p601mcns. L rvenuuallw many of his spe01mena will
go'to a local.museum, the Trownes Hole- Skeleton for example, - GJeﬂys

cowu1nues el sunnor*'dlgglup aCElVity mt Uarron L;rm.

L




EAPTORATTION Off LIJDSMURYL - ISTAWD Ty Sverdrup in 1898,
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Down they went along a.velley which.beerme norrow ARG NErTOWe i s s oss

S . . Yo sl L)
¢ e beggn to wonder, ‘whether, after 211, it was going +o-end
‘in 8 canyon. - iithout wny werning ‘ve weré suddenly stopped by a high
wall of ice which entirely cut 'off the valley.- ~ We made a half to
. gee if we-could find any ‘mcang’ of advance, in oxder to avoid-driving the
Teng distaneé bock again;g but the ice was absol vely wpernepdicular: and
inaccesgible-to any. being without wings', .. Suddenly it occured . to. e
that somcwhere or other the river mist have an outlet; there might be
a tunnel through which we might pass, and on - looking behind a massive
boosnowdrift I really saw a bhig holeg’whibh,“on.iﬁvastigaﬁion,—prOVQd?to
be the beginning of & very large “tunnel which pierced the glacier.
<& journey through it did' not seem’ very alluring; from the roof wore.
guspended big blocks of ice vhich might fell nt any moment, and.indeed
ca geod meny-hedalready dove. 80....5%.. which pointed.an wnequivocal -
warning to the - danger of“paSSing,that,way....;;I,sh@ll‘no% forget the
moment when we entered the dwmel, . L was afraid.i....f0d yet it was
- .net fear that ‘had most hold on ‘me,. bus rather an uneasy feeling of awe
++2eohlong the walls were grotto after gresto, vault.after vault with
pillars and cepitéls in rows lile glonts-in ronk; and over the vhole
“shone a ghost-1iké bluish Whiﬁﬁ”light.:;;.;,itfmas3driving-s¢raightﬁinto
Gloria Moria Costle, the castlc 'ezst of the sun end west. of ‘the moon; -

- the mégt gloridus of all, T T Y
L e e a.Stonesfield“31a$é5Minéimft"*V”“ oo

]

v N

 As partfof;Europeanaﬁrchitec%ﬁralfHeritagé Year, the village-
of Syonesfiled; (12 miles N.W. ofOxfdrd). Staged an 'open~weelend! .

when various logal points.ofiinterest were on view to “thé public, " One
of these wase 2 slate mine which closged down “in 1991 whén_the S tones-
field slate industry finally terminated, - TR
.. .The entranceris.in a formyard) and is o circulsr shoft 22 .fcet

deep which is lined with dressed.limestonc blocks, " For an armchair
.caver such as nme,. the descent wag easyehough, being & ‘sturdy . wooden . |
‘general purpose ladder lowered down ‘the v shaft. - A% the botbtom is s
smell chember with ohe gallery leading off, which is about 100 wards.

- long and a maximum of 34+ feet high. - The roof of the mine is Tormed
by hard fossil becring 'regetone’, with o similar bed forming the
floor,. Of $he interveni g mined rock, only cbout 18 inches yielded
good slates. .. i - -

The metnod of working wos to hammer snd chisel the stone from
the left-hand wall, remove the useful rock =nd stack the 'deads!' or
waste agoinst the risht hand wall, As o result the pessage continually
moved in an anticlock wise directior about the shafit.

The blocks of useful stonc, known as pendle, wecre moved to the

veritic,d  shaft on three-wheceled wooden trollies., There were no
tramlines but the wheels wore grooves in the .. Tfloor, and these

are still visible in placcs.

Yhen rewmoved from the mine the wendle was in solid lumps, and
only when exposed to frogt did it split along bedding planes unlike
most other slates, (e.g. Welsh, Cornish) which split along cleavages
formed by the alignacnt of minersals (mices) along 'pressure planes!

o TP
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dLrﬁﬂ' mengOT“hlsm. UQCP th“ bloc,s of pendlc Ieachcd the
surfgcc they were OOVEICd with soil or turf to kcep them moist,
Cfor if they. dried out” before frosting they would not~nllt ond ,
once dried they could not be rewetted. = On. nlgh s Uhcn the +temper—
ature dropped below zero, one man had the jobh of | ringing a bell -
through the: streets, wnd sometiies the church bells vere rung too.
Iweryone then turned out of bed to spread the pendle 1n the fields.
so thut the £rogt could: split the slates, o

o o0 "The sl-tes arc of Jurassic colitic llmesmonc and the area’ .
(whcre the rock has th.e wight: snlltblng guslities 1is only about one
mile wide and two miles 1ong, the se: m=b61ng s meximum of 6 feet

" thick. °° The slités wete used in-Rowsn tlnes, but &t that time were
obtzincd from surface outcrons. - Adits were probably started in
the" sixtecnth ccntury, but as these creas of ccpzla accessible stone’
¢bhr e worked out, vcrtwcbn shafts were sunk. ° i

caTa ‘Stonesficld sldte roofs can be secu on covmrgcs end houscd,'
iny mﬁny prrts of the Com wolgp, clthough with no new slcics being’
proguc hg} arc delrensing . in number, Furzhcr informstion is
Laves _luolo in o book, hlstory 0f the Stoncsficld Stote, Indus stry,
obtalnﬂhlc from the Oxford City &-County Museum at woodstock.

o R - ‘;___‘ ' Joan Goddard.,

Coets L Yhosdoes this rewind you of? SR -

One nisht I vas aroken suddenly by a sound in the room, the
~sound ¢t gomedody bréaking wind n01811y.,.... Then it canme sgain,
“Lau;dcrqus,ﬂfmruhs1 “king the longest loudest anc most superbly

Stupendous fard th -t I h'd &ver heard in my life, & sound of such
megnificent and: Urolongcd volume as to worcar wittérly beyond humazn
capability With a shock I realised that it was I who wos the

author .of -this blenhﬂntllc snd sonoric flatulence; I put a hand on,

my bcjlv anﬂ Felt it dcflatlng like @ punoturcd b@rrgge T 1loon.i:
“LATRA”T FROM ' Ruvcn seek - “ny Bromnar“G¢v1n Mazwell,

.,‘ A AR . “
.

Foese = Lo . h AR
‘u‘\

. Al T _Romc 110 2O 1k HORPi {OLOGY. Jiii ,,}g f{_ OG‘f’or ERETCRIPA N

- . Just ﬂortu of “the. v1licgp of Iﬂﬁlcton, in Ybr.bhlrc, closo to
the \CSucrn border with T-ncashire lics. e remote and Little known dale
On onc gide 1s the I1dﬂe of Grabarrth, on.the Ouhcr lles Whornglae.,a
Thl 13 Alnuudﬂlc. Lo '
”he higher chnls of thesc enc loulng rléncs OOﬂSlSt of lterm .
‘nablng layers of Yoredsle shalcs, sandstones and limestones, resting on
uhe Great Scar limestone which fOTmu the . valley floor, : :
Yo The encircling valley sides ard 1rom1nentlv outcropped with
lmmcstoho benches and fthe run—off—wwtcr gathers into strcams on Yorcdmlcs
. and nromptlv sinks on reaching tie limestone. s
- . The main Kingsdale river bed is normally dTV.SlonF its course,

{



Gont/.é..; AN *T?ROUUCTTO TO‘%T F@RL“OLOGY hr' D HYDROLOGY OF XINGSDALE

o
-

over the 1imcstonc imtil it ICdChCS the rrsumacnce of Ileld Hesd.,  The
water Lhen follows. & normal overland course to hecome the River Doei:
1ngsdule is: unlque in thet ¢1l dits. dr. Ancge soes undergnaund,
the Hbc Yosing its. valer errm lv in-smsll sinks' in hc bed, and the -
valley. streums dlpnlﬂq 1@00 dfcp Dotwoles and ¢aves ﬂcnetrtclng Lhe X
71mcstoar benclics on boch ‘sides of the- vallcy. R :
T The vnlLEJ draln:vr is more pronouﬂccc on the flunks of -

ergarguh due 1o the topocravkv of tire Yoredales prodiving o gnpapera

atchnént arca . of limestone than on the slopes,of Uhern81aes, - oLoth
31dcs of the va1Tcyconu@1p dcep: potholes but” thbe on. Gragareth vrovide
the mein clues.to thc hydrology .of the area og Lheﬂ_are provep faeders
of thé resur gerce at Xeld Head.. T

7 Thé most 1vportar" hydr010~1011 fac ‘or in w:mcsd,hle ig thc MQSter
Cave,. into which, tho. gtreams feeding the main,eaves and potholes on
the LngS 211 unltc.n It is 2 comﬂlol system. containing vhreatic
paddages anhd o classic vadose trench tltn-a.domcd phrcatlc roof, “The
trend of the mein V“OOSF passage and mater Flow i southerly. and event-
nally tér: chbLS in 2 downstream.sump, which is & direct.but cholred
comection with the hclo dead resurzence, which. is at-the same level,

o Ubstrean the ne8sage vradu'lﬁy becomes . whally pnreutmc, although .
not now fuliy ¢loodca ong the pichE e trlbuuarJ gbreams unite in - a flooded
DaBESAgC. " . ;

Furtker upsirecanm ore chjuumped comrections with Rowten Fot and
Tlooded, chockedconnections: with Yordas Cove, Jingling Pot and a small
inlet $ributary possibly : 10W1ng Ffrom Bull Pot.

. Above +wc downstrcam sumd at & high level is an Gbardoned
phrcatic passrge, Roof Tunnel with scveral comnoctions and o dug
connection to uvhe main valley, Valley Imirance.

“he devclopment of the caves and potholes -im Kingsdele is closcly
1inlked v1uh the effects of glcclcbloﬂ. :

- Thd llmb tonc uas bOSSlbly flrst anoscd bv upllvhtlng in'Tertirry

times and. the rlver beg 1 - to form bhe classic 'V form walley, but already
sinking ih 301nts in the bed and:loter QPVClODlng oncn bedding planes, '
although cave dcve101ﬁcnt ig. unlllrjy h_,bhls stpde bec:usc of thc 11m1pcd
exposed limestones. ; g

" The clipmste uhca‘chﬂnged with. the- DCﬂlﬁnlﬁ£ o the Ilelstoccne era
and the’ suoceedlna colder .periods formed glaciers which removed the .
carlier ‘czve fissures and also eroded the &oredulc strata to form the
. Characterdistic limestone: benches. ™

The original velley form m0d1¢1ed to bccomﬁ decper and more
gtraight with succcedlng glaciatiors and drulnaﬁc from the Yordédale
strata, above glacial lcve1 sank into the now cxposed limestone scars
thus preventing. erozion of thec valley sides, rcsultl ng in the classic
'U' shape glacial vcoclley. A :
. DMIlP”' zlacial Tetrest periods tcmvornry ilekés were:formed vhich

'qlte“ca phreas levels in thc surrouncing ares «nd thus the- developing
caves. consisted of ' deced catchinent shofts lrwclng to ncar horizontal

vhreatie passages., ©  Seversl 1lzle levels ha VE been ﬂpﬂ@rcnu causing -
Dhrehtma sseges to he'ob ndoned and vadose passages Ho be formed” |
corrrsuonalng to high or low lake levels. _“npsc types of charesc teristics

dominate seme of the fecder JOEhOlOS such as ‘owben or - Jimpsons. .

S o The roof Tuanel in the mesters cave was once' = nhrratlc rcsurﬁence
enrly in the PTC1SGOCCﬂo before the valley was lowcred %o is presént level
~r Subsequent lowering of the valley floor by g1901crs cqusod the
phreas Lo drop .and .the dralnagc to flow out o othcv TeSUrgences, . The
commecticns in the Roof Tunncl cothln hcnvy flow merks empha51ulng this
drop-to a1b€fﬂthV” ouulcts. -+ The Roof “unnel outlct wes subsequer-ly



Cont/seeeenso AN INLROLLCTICN wQ L. MORPHOLOGY Akl BYDROLOGY
: P - O ETHGESDALE .
Blooled by mlacial infiil, TRICHTUHE TEs T ITEsy IEVC L Hreyyed veELow
the phreati® upstresn in the Master Cave, the crosion of the Vadose
trench began to strrt the Moster Cave as we know it nows

twidcrnce in LKeld Head shows vhat it was once a short vadose
ceve fed by a shallow phremtic networl, indiceting that the valley
floor hos been lover than its nregent level and the subsequent draine
pge system hss now heen drowmed by the rise in the level of the valley
floor.

This zprarent raising is possibly due to the eroded material
from Kingsdale Head being deposited by the wonderings of the Kingsdale
Beck.

Many of the crnves and potholes coniuin melt-weter debris
deposits and thus would indicate thot the majority of Tingsdale caves
begen to develon under the carlier ice shects and developments
continued during the interglacials snd into the post-glasgial neriod
with strong form.tion charccteristics imposcd by the temporary lakes
during glacicl retreatb.

Thus the hydrology of Lingsdale represents a massive under-—
ground system, some of it kmown, some still to bs finnlly descovered,
but that discovery is of mejor importance snc intcrest to the sporting
caver ond the geomorphologist alike.
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dteve Conguest

Iimestones ond uoves of the kendip Hills,

Compiled and hdited by D.J. Smith A
Publishcd by David end Charles of BCRA - rrice ~ £7.50

This volume is the scecond in thelimestones and Caoves of Britain
goeries to be published end embraces a similar format to the first volume.

The chopter follow in & natural succession by introduecing rock
types, throvgh gceomordhology, hydrology, cove development ond biology
to more rcecent archeologiceal end palscontologzicsal discussions.

One of the ncin contributors, a8 well as being editor and
compiler, is D.J. Smith who hes achieved 2 very coum
volune, The knovledge he himself hos contributed is exhrustive om
the geomorphology orf the area. The Imowledge comes from firstv hand
active research he hes been pursuing with the geography deporitment
of British University.

Oversll, the book represents meny of the resulis of study tazt
has been undertalkcen over o long period end as such presents comprehensive
knowledge of the development cvolution cand natural history of a karst. areas

511 the chapiors mre extremely well presented in a relaxed,
readily understandasble monncr and are well documented with maps, disgrams
and photograpns. The chapter on the caves themselves is particularly
explicit uvon the evolution of the systems, trecing origins to the lce
sge end enrlier)

This chepter cennot be regnrded 235 & uwlde, although the
descrintion of the caves cover most of the recognisable features.

The volu.aie can be accepted as a valushle record and explanation
of the scientific results thsot heve becn achieved by both prefesuional
and gporting speleologists, It is a comprehensive source of
informs tion which any caver who knows Mendip, whethsr sporting or
scientificslly motivated, will want to read to widen his lmowledge of
the 'Hetherworld!

Steve Conguest.





