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EDITORIA1 NOTL:

Hello I Is anyboby out tlierel I know .1 don’t give twelve fold
green shield stamps for every article I receive or give away miniattre’
plastic replicas of Mary Whitehouse having a bath, ncr do I resort to
threa-bening people with iVatneys bder, but I thought at least E would.
still receive b)te~ o~d article or two. Alas and ?,Iacit yes a complete
lack of articles ‘of any shape, size, description or, form. This is why
your newsletter is so irregular; so give it a shot of All. Bran in the
arm and ge.t it going again. I weiqome. all articles for the newsletter

Remember.
This is Your ‘newsl&Uter and relies mainly on Your
‘contribution. -. ., .. .

TI-ID FEdS ~±IGRTILR THiN TEl SWORD

it) ~ ,.~

FORTHCOMING_I~ELTS~

20/21 Sepbember Rowbon ~oi — Haagsdale Master Cave —

Yorkshire.

11/12 October 0.F.D. ‘South Wales.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS -

Penny & Ian Brambles

New Residing at~— 67 Vihernside,
Norton,
‘Carlisle,,

Tel; 34841

H~S A1TY~0Dt NOT PAID THEIR SUES ThT?

±.~-HLS Afl~PRY MISSEIJAfl iThWSL]:TitRSr IF SO, I CAN PRODAFLY

LET Thf HIND BAJK ?1UMB~RS — PLLASL LET 1~ IU~TOW.

G.B. A brand new padlock has ap~eared on the entrance block

house of G.E. This appeared on the week ending 17th August. It
was not locked the weekend previously. ~hether our key fits it or
not is not yet clear so be prepared for a disappointment.



OBITUARY

DAVI I’IITCui]iWL

Z ::: .~, :It~ia ~iit1i nr~t ‘sadnës~ that I record tha death, on’thè
15th fle37,1975 of Dave Mitchell at the age of 36. Dave had teen
suffering wibh cancer.

Dave had a vest knowledge of the entire I’iend~p region. He
wa’s one of the”’greatest ‘and, most Energetic! cave di~gers in the area
and wa~s t~ae foremost authority on the caves and ‘swallets of eastern
hendip.

Dave started caviflg as a boy, mann,g sorties from his home
tow:’ of I’romc’ on J’tt~ bicycle. fv~n later on he o,ted out of cm.
ownership an~~ rhen ho couldn’t get a lift from one of his friends
t~’ ‘stiIi_~de the journey ‘to Mendip on his bike.! ! He regularly bycled
÷~ ~UarterJaouse and Ohed~ar for the day, often doing ‘heavy work between
journeys. Oh’ one occasion, I ~:~‘ ‘a’ r towing him up Cheddar Gorge
behind! thy mot*—bike’ using a waist’sling as a trn’i rope. ‘ Dave ~èc1:oned
he urs the fasbesb man u’ b e Gorge on a cycle an8 our rccollectwn of
the Theidént always provided us ‘with’, a good laugh~ ‘

- , Daves m~iin introduction. ‘to digp:ing was at Brownes Hole.’ He
sta’rGed of as a helver ~o the Brownes, but after few years the fami]y
ceased work there leaving Dave in solE’ àharge.’: , ‘At’ least half of the
total fill removal w~s due to lines organis~taon and enthusiasm.
~ maintained regular’ contact idth the Brovmesr
~el:’ti~g hiA’ -j3ro~ress ‘to them. Mithiever discussing the dig he always
played down his own role. His work continued regularly until. 1953
Then the railway was removed to Coo ors hole. In 1952 he discovered

--~‘ã’huiuan skeleton devoid of’ its skull. K skull had &‘rlier been found
by he 1-rownes. In 1952, together wi~h Alan Cowlcy, Dave discovered
a~i”OS~t~’nsibn’*±o The Annex a ‘small dave sffuâtEd close to Brt*neA ‘Hole
ãntrance.

Davcs human op roach to digging was a combination o.f two factors
When helping cohere hc never tried to taiw over, but his experbise and
energetic help soon bccamc ~p arent ~ad his preserce ~as always sought
When run~n ig ns ov±’i digs hc never ovei—dominated, but browht his
he]pers into his confidence so uhut cho3 all felt they cre on incegral
part of the enter orise.

inc lways heheved as a gentleman. ihe visits wore always
welcomed by the farmers he made conbact uith and he would lend a hcl~ing
hand to anyone in need, vhe~her ib was a sflot of urgcnc hay making or

“ä~sisting his’ agCihg neig1Thour~. If’áll the so—called lovErs of’the
cOun Urysici e behaved n a similar mainer thE rewould be no antagonism
between landowners si-id users.

Dovcs interests were not confincd to coving a] bhougn caving
tended to acu as a focal poini. He was a” good naburalist anc’ lreen
observer. For ex~imnIe he knew numerous fôssiliferouà loc~.lities, not
just in cliffs but also in fjelds and along foot aths. He was able
to recognise fossils anc1 correlate Lheir distnbLtion in certain rod
irnits,.althoug~. he did ‘not know their scientific naffies. , He had in
fact 6isco~erecI for hims~lf that rocks can be dated by the fossils they
contain~’ ‘ He *e:s ‘Snot ‘however interested in following a ‘formal line

s”ct’;o± academic “~tudy and’ could not be persuaded into doing so. He’would
tend to brush aside ‘th~ suggestion and would always conclude th,c
d~’scussioh with uwell the’res no point reail~’. He gleaned a lot of
information from ‘reading and liked collecting rather old books on
natural hia’tory. ‘‘ , ‘ ,.. ,, .‘.



DAI/T MITCHELL

Daves e:~rliest sites of wbrk were naturally fairly close to
From~ . EW explpred all the many beautiful valleys atound and probed
into any crevice Uhab io&:e? incer sbing. He excavated Cheese cave
in ilcllis VJe, so aamed because o a cheese—si-aped slab of~rock at the
entrance • He also dug in Asham qood but withdut rAvthaliñ~*ànytlfing
more than a badger sett. To -walL: almost. anywhere. on llastern Mendip
vnh 1nsn~es an education. He ,woulci go from site to sice relating how
tie 1-ad eacav~tcd aad what he had found.

One of the first active sinks exoavated was Cram swaiiet but this
was given up before,1anythi~z~: was entered,. ~ltliough a conside’rable hole
h-d been oroduced. tic w~ s a~]so. induced uo di~ et ~Dm Tiveys Hole
bacauso local lesend had it that it termin— bed eb Nup.awy Castle. T
don1t tIuni~ he evcr beloivod it did go to i~urrey but uhere vas thab
e.emenh o±~- romanue, attached to. it~ -mi ‘r:.’tt~

He s arted worl a .tibofl Street Swallec before 1960. his
veil” n u Hunt~ Ig .to~ge continued over many years ajid re rescnis one of
the dccpcs c shaft exca-v~ ~io..ici in 6Th s couxrury. fill, bO a depth of
25 jji~trcs ‘as re ovoc’. Ullforbtmetely the excavation t~siled off
owing. to poor sup~ pr+~ hefor~ the hoped for strearnway’was found.

Dave heined in ~ cicavc bion a ~ St1 Cut1- berta dvallet hub to
my inor locke hc never went dovn thE- c ye.

Up co 1965 Dave did a lob 0-i his or~ 1 iti’ tL n Cowl e~, their
co&’binc.tiori producing g.-~ ‘~owerful caving and digging teem. Joint
planring with lan won ~1~e loc~ 1 carnival. Thetr float was a cave
wnh a wabenall.

Dave -book part i~ mu cxplorc non ~n ~iry C-Eves “~uarry, no Gahly
~at ‘~illiers Cave. he tried to make a connecbior wibh the hilliers
~~~iptci by~digging in ~‘iihyhrooL bwEl] et. In uhe proco~s oE en6erin~

-a flew passage in wt~brook hc parGly bloched ot... a known way with spoil.
Some mcmbers of ~‘nobhc-r Mcndip club later did a dig uhere, uncovering

thia rassage. and claimed it as a new discovery before ~tudying the

survey. Rh’s brought forGh a great de~l of m±rbh from Dave.
11e made contack viGh I±.C,G, when he heard, I beleive through

14r. Drowne, OJ. our exea-vatlon at Coo ecs ±±ole. \Jhcn lie come to see
us, I thini: he was plcased uich our cnuJnusiasm and. sobriety of th~ L
uime .n6 wanbod immediably to join. Membership tool: a long tine to
get in those days and he was..not a full rnember~until, a couple of years
had passed. Anyway Dave beçanc a frequent hcloor at Joopcrs and
ntroduced sevcral of his £ricnds uo the Group. IThen Le started

~work at blacL-moor he was a frequent helper aim in 1 965/61t he as asked
to or~anise the digging at Coo iJCf s hole. Xvith his local friends he
laid a railway inbo bhc $taircase di,~ and made a truck to remove spoil.
(This has just been removed for rcnovation). The staircase passage
was dug out loavirg a high roofcd rift, hub the objecb of the oporation,
that of2yov~dan~ an unhindered way to the end chamber was not realised
through lack of digging su cort. I

During 1962 he du3 at iarrçn ~arm after bhe faimcr reported a
subsiccuce at bhc bobuom o~ a broad ~hakeho1e. I remember Dcve, Alan
Oouley anc1 John i.~coit reaching a dcpth of some 1 5ft in one afternoons
work. At the ~ottom, of the shaft which-i~ias in-clay, a few rocka had
started to. appear. and-there 1wa5 a suggestion of a looser-fill;.)- Other
digring however prevcn~od 6be rcssans home of chr- dig ar~ the site is
now back to a shall ow bole. This introduction be Lh& ~‘ar~cn Fa~m area
however, vi uh its unprovcu pote -‘ Gir 1 never left Daves mind and he
frequently suoke of digging there again. ~iarren ~arm was to-Drove to
be his last digging effort but not at his first site~



Dave Mitchell

in’ 1963 he also turned his attention to knopp Hill Swallet
(Biddlecombe Swallet) Don Searl had previously note, this when out
uprospecting:. Uhen pork sbr~cd, tiorewas a level screctmbed which
did no.t take the completestream at that time. ~. Over a period of
about 2 yc-rs •Lte ‘Swa]let was cle~re8 cc reveal narrow ri~ t in the
floor (riot the riTh ~tt ‘the downstream end) Eu the bcse of which a stream
ran at Thbov~ ~9C° to the stream in bhe valley. Ixcavation ceased
tcm~vran~.y ftc~- a flood washed in a lot of spoil. The dig was
subsequently worked rby us betw~en abbüt 1965 to .1968 but Dave did not
seriously take part in thi~ phase. He did say however that, subsequent
digging never reached his pretious’ level.

Between 1965 am3 1965 he exc-vptcc’ Brocrs Holc (Hyatcs Hill in
11. Stanton’s cook). He was working nun a good team at this tlDe,
Paul Dye dong bhe cxolosivr work. Vhon some other oeo~lc S Gaited

a u Brooks hole tnLhoub ooisn] bng him tie bcc~ me very annoyed and
complained tb them about their poaching.

Ii~ the rni~’~±x-bies Dave maffied. Glenys Young and they frequently
s~ent the weekend at’thc cottage and went to dig at Blac~anoor Shaft.

)cve was an imoor-canu rncmber o~ the Learn which discovered the
big breakt~.~rougb in PWiro Rift. Dave and John Cornwall were working

..to~’ether on the shift before the ‘breakthrough. Just before leaving
‘John laid an exploátvE~ charge ahd Dave noted a different sound to usual
The following work- party’ discovered. ‘the shaft .‘ Dave received the
news but never ever went down the cave. He frequently said what a
great dtsappointment the discovery was.

Following their disaPpointment at Rhino Rift, Dave returned to
work nt Charter-house Warren Farm. The site chosen was not at the
original shake hole dug in 1962, but another site not situated far away
in a dry valley. . This site had taken .water’.during the Great Flood in
1968. The undertaking became.more difficult as the dig progressed,
owing to massive overhanging }pulders. . Days was interested to hear
tha b hanoi Farm c’ve Loll owed a major fault sys em and uhoughb this
heightened the .àhanccá aL . LiMing an extension of. the -cave vIa ~arren
Farm (‘a] so lvinn in-a fault). “ :~ •‘‘

Dave was cremated and on his .rrquest hi-s asheàwe±’e scatte±’ed
around the W3~ren Iar~a dig. Clenys ha~ his caving and digging logs
and somo of }us specimens. kvenbualL many of his specimens will
go co a local museum, the TJrot~es HoJe Skcle con for erarn,le. G-Jenys
co~ ~inues t~o sutport ctiggi~tg ac uivi by at ~1arren Farm.



EJt~L0P~j~’PIQ4 ON J::Ia,L5MIRT~ ~Ir:nuJ::B3r Sverdr-up in 1898~

Down they went along a.v~illey which ..becrne narrow andv~iç~rrow. ..

‘tie began to wondei, whether, af her all, ~c was going to end
in a canyon. Jnhout any wcrnxng we were suddcn3y sbop~1ed by a high
wail of ice inch onuirely cur off uhe valicy. We made a half to
sec if we could find any rnens of adv&ice in .orecr to avoid da~ivisag the
long distance back a~rrin1 but uh~ icc was absoluuely teroe~dioular cnd
inaccessible ho any bci~g v~thouu wings. Suddenly it occured io~me
ii u sorncwherc or o uhcr the river must have en out] et there might be

a tunnel t1uou~h whic}, we might pass, and on lookii~g bchiod a massive
snow drift I reel Jy saw a lug hole ,~ which, on inves ulga b oi , provQd to
be the beginning of a very ]0rge tunnel which pierced the glacier.
~ journey througn it did nob seam very çllunag, fr~om the rooi wore
susoenc~e~’ big bloc1-s oi~ ice which m1~hG lail ~t any mome.it, and indeed
a goo’i ~any had rlrccd3 done so . .. , wiuch pointed an unequivocal
! arning uo the danger of pessin~ th t way .. ,I shall nou forget uhe
moment when we entered the tunnel. I. was afraid..... .Jmd yet it was
not fear th ~i had mos u hold on mc, bu u rathc r an uneasy feeling o± awe

.Along hc walls were gro ~to after gre btO1 vault aftcr vault with
pillars and cc~ in ro~s 111-c giants in c~mk, and over the hole
shone a ghost—like oluish white light. lb UE5 dnvic’g stroicht into
G-J one flona Gas ule, the caatle ‘cast 01 the sun and west c C the moon,
the mosc glorious of au.

dtonesfield Slate Mine
- H . - ~--‘. -., -

i~s part of Luropcan Architectural Hen cage ear, tho village
of btOncsfiled, (12 miles N V. of Oxford). Staged an ToDen_wee1.~endI
when various local noints of interest were on view to the puDlic. One
of - these we~e a slate mine which closed dawn in 19.11 whbn~the S bones—
field slate industry finally .terminated~ H ~-•

The cntro~nceis in a f-’rmyard; end is ~ oncular shaft 22 Sect
dcop winch is lined wibn dressed limes-cone blocks. For an ernchair
cevor sdch as me, uhc descant was easy enough, being a sturdy wooden
~ehë~al purpose ladder lowered :do~th :the :shaft. ..:- At the bottom is a
small chamber with one çallory leading off, which is about ico yards.
long and a maxinun of 3~- feet high. The roof of the mine is iormed
by hard fossil bearing ‘ragstone’, with a similar bed forming the
floor. Of the interveni:.~g mined rock, only about 18 inches yielded
good slates.

The. method of *orking was to hammer and chisel the stone from
the ieft—hand wall, remove the useful rock and stack the tdeads~ or
was-be against the right hand wall. As a, resul-c the passage continually
moved in an anticlock wise direc-tio:~ about the shaft.

The blocks of useful stone, known as pendle, were moved to the
vertic:,l shaft on three—wheeled wooden trollies • There were no
tramlines but the wheels wore grooves in the - . floor, and these
are still visible in places.

tden removed from the mine the pendle was in solid lumps, and
only when exposed to frost did it split along bedding planes unlike
most other slates, (e.g. ~‘Jelsh, Cornish) which split along cleavages
formed by the alignment of minerals (micas) along ‘pressure planes



Cont/... .S~O~S1.IT.ED SlATE Nut:

dur~r3 met nn~or ‘hisra. VNcn th bloc’s of pcndle reached the
Esurfrcc they were covEred with soil or turf to keep them z~ist,
for if ihe~ dried out beforc frosting they would not~lit, ond
once 6-risc’ tnry could ni be rcwetted. On nights when the temper
ature dropped below zero, on~ man had the job of ringi a bell -

throu~h th~:-~freets, -~aid sometfres the church bells ucre rung too.
ivoryone. thou tur~.~cd out of b~d to srend Ghe pci-idle in the fields
so that bflc f5Ost cou]d split the slates,

The el tcs nrc of Jurassic oolnic limesione and thc ~rea
where~. tho rock h~s t tC ~righf splitting cjubjlities i~ only about diie
mile wide and two miles. long, the: se~:nv being a. m~ximthm of 6 feet
thick. The ~sThte~ we±è used;- in-Roman times,- but at that time were
~surface outarops. Ldits we±e -probEhly ~tá±ted in
the s~xtec4ath cxiLuiy, but as thcsc creos of crbJl3 accessible stone

::.;ibecajae worN~c1 -out, vertical shafts were sunit. -

• •: -Stbresf5e]d slct-e roofs can be cccii on cottagësand iaouses:*
~n rn-ny wr-Ls of thc Oot5wolcis, rl~hough with no new sJ ~cs being
procluôed they arc d~.areb.sing in. number. Tharthc~r informttipn is
mr Jrblc in book, history ox the &to1’csficld otc ue Indutitr3,
bbtainahl~ from the Oxford- City L- County Musejim at \iOodstoct - -

Joan God curd

‘ho~ do~s~ this ~e~&nd you df? - - . . - -

•- One nio;ht I was awoken suddenly by a soua1~in -~he- room, the
sound of somebo9y breclnr’ wind noisily. . .. Then it came again,
u}~uiadcrousr car bhsl 1-aug bhe longcs loudest 7W most suoerbly
stujendous fa~ b th t I h c1 eWr heai d in my life, a sound of such
magnificent and prolonged volume as to eipccr ubtcrly beyond human
capability. With a shock- I realised that it was I t~ho wasthe

--auti~or 0]: --this elephantine and sonoric flatulence; I put a hand on.-
my belly and f]t it deflating ]iic a punctured ba’rr~ge lrlloon.

Lt~TRsCT FROM Raven seek sy Brouner’ Gavin Maxwe]l.

zd~ 1j +ROjAC le TO LI. I OR?! OLOGY i1JJ hYDRO±OGY 01 II Gjjn,11

Just north 01 Ghc viltrgc of Ia:,lrton, in Thr’ shirc, close to
the estcrn border Tath L-nc~~~shi~rc flee a remobe an Jittle known dale
O’i one sidc ~s the ndgc of Gr~garcth, on u~e othcr 11€ S Whcrnside.
This is iingsd~lc.

- - - -- The higher levels of thcsc snolosing.- ridges consist of alter

nabing layers of Yoredaic shalcs, sariJstones ~nc~ Jirnestoncs, resting on
bhc Great Scar Limestone which forts the vallc~ floor.

Thc encircling vii] C: sio cc are prominently outcropped ith
limestone benches and- t~hc riin~-off~watbr gathers into streams on Yoredales
and ~romotly sinks on rcachin~ t c limestone.

- - -- The main i~ingsdale river bed is normally dryc:along its course,:



Oont/..... MT flK2RODUCTIOi~ ‘JO TEll MORPHOLOGY Ai’:D HYI)R0I,OGY OF IaNGSDaE

over the limestone until it reaàhes th~ resurgence of Leld Head. The
water then: follows, a normal overland course to t~ecome the River Doe~

Yingsdclc is unique in thci cJl its dr-~nrge roes underground,
thc b’eq1: loslrg its i’atei c~rly in small smnJrs in uhc bG4, and the
valley sire’~,ms sin~ia~ into dc cp potholes a.nQ C yes penetrating the
limestone benches on both sides of the valley.

The val] cy drain~ ge is more pronounced on the flanks of
Gragafe uh due to bhc topography of Ode Thredalcs prodi; ang a gReater
c~tchmcib aica of limcstonc th~n on the sloprs of ‘ihernsiae1 Joth
sides p1 the ~allcycontcin dcc,’ potholes but those on Gragareth provide
the main eJues Go the hydrology of the area 95 the3 are proven feeders
of chc rcsurgc:,,cc at \cld Head.

The moot inportarb hydrolocical Lao or in rinrsd~~le iS tile Master
Cave, inbo which th’ sure~ms feeding the maincovcs and potholes on
the fells all unite. It is a comdex system eo~’cc~inin~ nhicoiic
pas~agcs a-lc’ a cl~ssic vadoso ~rcnc1 ith a domed ~hreatic roofs The
tren& of• the main vadoss’ passage and ‘~‘ater flow is ào~therly. and event
ually bcr inete.s in a dounsbrcam stamp, which is a direct but chol:cd
conneption uibh the Reid dead resurgence, which is at the same level.

Upstream uht Jassage gradu ily bccoas uholly phre’-tio, albhough
not flow Lull y flooded ano the rncj n cribu u - ry ~ breams nan GC in n. U ooded
passage. .

Ftrtl:or upstream are the suanped connections with Rowten Pot and
flooded, chockedconncctioiiswith lordas Cave, Jingling Pot and a small
inlet tributary possibly floT’ting from Bull Pot.

Above the downstream sump at a high level is an abandoned
phre,atic paserge, Roof Tunnel with several connections and a dug
connection to the main valic3’, Valley L!ntrance.

The development of the caves and pot~holes :~fl: ~ingsde:le is closciy
linked with the effects of~g]icciation.

Thc limcstoue tas possibly first exposed by upii3hting in Tertr’ry
times and the river began to form the classic 1V’ form ‘aJicy, but already’
sinLing in joints in bhc bed and ]rter devcloving open bedding planes,
although cave ddvelo’ rncnt is unlikrjy at bhis et~ge bec~usc of the iimrred
exposed limcs’ooncs.

The clime cc bhcn changed wiuh the begirnnn~ o ~ ins Pleistocene era
and thc succeeding colder periods formed glaciers uinch rc loved the
earlie~r ‘c~v~ fithsures and also eroded the Yoredale strata to form the
characterjstld ‘ljmestbn& benches. .

The original valley form modified, to become deeper and more
straight with succeeding glaciatiors and drainage from the Yorddale
strata, above glacial level sank . into the now exposed limestone scars
thus preventing, erosion of the valley sides, resulting in the classic,u~ shape glacial valley. .

Duxiir Uaca~~l retreat periods tcmlorn±y ‘Lkcs were formed which
altered plireas levels in the surrounding area ~and thus the developing
caves consasbcd oiducp catchnes!b sh-fcs leading to n~r horizontal
hreatic enssagcs. Several lahe levels havc~ been aprnreuic causing

phre tic. Dco5~5C5 to DC ~b xd,oncd ~nc~ vadose passages to be formed
co±rrs’ondisr to h’gh or low lcke levels Those types of characcerisbics
domin-’te some of the fcc,dcr ‘oubolos such as outen or ~impsons.

The roo~ Tunncj in bnc niasber cave was once phreatic resurgence
early in the Plcistbèene before ‘the valley~’was lowered to is pre~ént”level

r Subsequent lowcriii~; of the valley floor bS” glabiers caused til?
phreas to drop &nC the drainage co flow out to other rcsux~ences. The
connecticns in the Roof TunncIcoirL’inhca~y flow: marks empha’sióing this
dropto alternative outl~ts ~ The Roof~”~el outlet waS subsequerr:ly
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bioo’~cr3 1w ~laej a] ifl.Ll 9’I. mi ITh~~1~ —ai:~e~
the phrca~i~ üp&bieam in the Master Cave, the erosion of the Vadose
trench began to st:-rt the Naster Cave as we know it now~

Lvidcnce in held n-cad shows that it was once a short vadose
cave fed. by a shallow phreatic network, indica,tin’~ that the valley
floor has been 1 o’~cr than its resent level and the subsequent drain
age system has flow been drowned by the rise in the level of the valley
floor.

This aw~arent raising is Possibly due to the eroded material
from Kingsdalc head being deposited by the wonderings of the kingsdale
Beck.

Many of the caves and potholes contain melt—water debris
deposits and thus would indicate thz.t ~;he majority of Z~.ngsdale caves
began to develop under the earlier ice sheets and developments
continued during the interglacials and into the post—glaeial period
with strong forjia~tion characteristics imposed b: the temporary lakes
during glacial retreat.

Thus the hydrology of fin1gsdale rc~resents a massive under
ground system, some of it known, some still to be finally descovered,
but that discovery is of major importance an~ interest to the sporting
caver and the gcomorphologist alike.

Steve Conques-t

BOOK. Rl.VI).W

a~Q~cY~ .≤ qJ’alil-iiAt
Compiled and I;dited by D.J. Smith -

Published by David end Charles of’ BCRA trice £7.50

This volume is the second in the Limestones and Ca-c-es of Britain
series to be published and embraces a similar format to the first volume.

The chapter follow in a nntu.ral succession by introducing rock
types, through geomorphology, hydrology, cave development and biology
to more recent archeological end palacontological discussions.

One of the main contributors, as wel].. as being editor and
coupiler, is D.J. Smith who has achieved a very corn
volume. The knowledge he himself has contributed is exhaustive on
the geomorphology of the’ area. The knouledge conies -from first hand
active rc~search he hp.s been pursuing with the geography department
of British. University.

Overall, the book represents many of the results of study that
has been undertaken over a long period and as such presents comprehensive
knowledge of the &velopment evolution and natural history of a karst- areas

All the chapters are extremely well presented in a relaxed,
readily understandable manner and arc. well documented with maps, diagrams
and photographs. The chapter on the caves themselves is particularly
explicit upon the evolution of the systems, treeing origins to the Ice
Age and et±iier~

This chapter cannot be regarded as a. uide, although the
description of the caves cover Most of the recognisable features.

The volt-~:ae can be accepted as a valudlle record and explanation
of the scientific results that have been achieved by both prefessional
and sporting speleologists. It is a comprehensive source of
inform tion which any caver who imows Mendip, whether sporting or
scientifically motivated, wil]. want to read to widen his knowledge of
the ‘Netherworld’

Steve Conquest.




