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P1ZWDi~.PL.7IIJG GRQUP 3.~ER to. 115 .Ji~NhTARY, 1976

COMNITTE:

SECRETARY

TREASURER

Pete Mathews: 31 Br~whoRse Hill,
Mh~athanpstead, Herts,.

Tel Horne Wheathampstead 2521
Work Welwyn Garden City 23434 Et.3449

Ron Saunders Ryletone, 21 Rushmoor Avenue,
I-la zlenere, Bucks,

Phone~Penh3487

Bill Jones; 91, St Saviours Road,
Surrey,

689 .1529

COTTJ:.GIE WAR]5EIT Wayne Riscox: 4? Lensbury Drive, Hayes, Middx
Phone: (can he contacted at. work- hetwee~ 8.30

am — 5.COpn No.01 573 3888 Ex 677)

John flirian: ?:5a
Hiddx.

Phone 01 892 3171

R..X0 RDER Greg Smith: 131 Hagden Lane,
•Ph~ne: Watfo-rd 29606 .~-. -

Wa tford, Herts,

Bryan Terry:- 54 Brunswick Cre.~cent, New Southagte
:.*London Nit ff2 .

Phon?3: (dan be contactedat work between 9.boan
— 5.OOpn No.359 5481 :]x 24.)

W~I2Y CLUB
?flTINGS~

are held at the “Royal Oak” New Road, Brentrord,
Middx, (behind Brentford Football Ground) every
Thursday night until closing tine.

ICCOMNODLTION for over 30 people all essential services.
Gu~sts charged 3Op .o~r night or day fee.
rletrs Cottace feDs are now 2Op
Guest party bookin~s throuç~h the cottage

ni~’nn’ tn -n
~; .It-~,u~ju_-~ s-//_.L~ ~I~j

-: Phone 01

fl ~1 nrfl~TA ~KL2It

Croydon,. -

Cole Park Road, Twickenhari,

COTTAGE Stirrup Cup, Nordra ch—on—Hondip, Bla gdon, Soners%

per night or day.
wçrden.



EDITORIAL NOTE

As3ioümay realise n~wsletter 115 has been a ~ong-tine in
arriving. This has bean for a variety of reasons; originally--
it was lack of articles, and. my compositor having a baby has- -

kept me somewhat busy w5th other things. Anyway I have -no~-.---- --

amassed. quite a lot of material an:ithis pditiQn is important.’
in its content and. its appeals. For many of you who are
not in regula±’ Oontact:with the club, are probably wondering
how much progress has been made on the new cottage project.
This N/L *111 explain a lot &ni put’ you in the picture.
Also Bohe~Ho1e has been the source of many enquiries~ The.
work ‘i’s ~bing well, very ‘well in fsct but because of the-large
topical content if this elitidn api the fact that some le~a1 and -

political loose ends are still being tidied up I have not done -

a main artic.le on it, but hope to have one 1 qr No.116. Which
is p]sahhed for late February. - - - -- - - - - - --

Another feature you will nöticeis the photograph.
hope to make a regular feature of this in- future editions.
Thank~ must go. to Steve Conquest for this achievement.

Keep sending those articles in please.
-- - - - 1~ryan Terry

CLUB NEWS - -

The dditor an:1 his wife are prdud tq announce the birth - -

of their daughter Melanie Ann, born on the 9th October,1975
weighing 6lb~ •4ozs-.-•. The ~dste of the.barrel to commemorate
the christening will be- the 6th.Narch. This is a club rnembei~s
~ on Men:lip. ---- nu.~st •a&d: however that this is
subject to the-stove beingi~n workix~g- order.

- Cohgratulations to Helen Saunters a:nd Phil tngold. on their
wedding on 11th Oatober Their New-Ad-dress is 31 Spring Lane,

Hemel Hempstead, Herts HPI 3QJ.
- - -AAA&~: ,- -- -. -‘i..

The recorder has asked me to publiciz.e the fact that he is
~hofl of A4 Box files, ant if anybod.y has got any that are
surplus to requirements or have access to a cheap source of
supply would -they please contact him (a Idress and phone number in
,~x~or~t-,cover.) - -~ - -~

The new stove is still out of action at the cottage — this
is due to the fact that there are no fire bricks. These are now
on ~b±~ie’r and things ahould -be bade to normal fairly soon. The
stove was made by Pat Walsh.

The weekend 7th February has been set aside for work to
clear th~ site of the new cottage . Its clearly a case of
many hawks make light work an~t Wayne will be pleased to see you
all down there. There might even be a barrel on.

Bill Jones has managed to get hold of some Nife spares at an
suction. A!n~ interested party should contact him for more
information. tààtaiXM



- AflOUNCEP’~NT

The Lnnunl General Meeting end. Dinzier will be held. on
Saturday 27th March 1976.

The menu and cost of tickets. will be published, in the
~;t aewsietter and as usual tickets will be available, from
the ~5ecretary0

The SiGH will as usual be held at the.cottage but a 2.00
pm start is envisaged’to enable us to get through the large
amount of business on hand. The largest single item under
diseussion will he the cottage.’

Proposals for the Committee and Lne~.dmonts td the
Ccnstitutijn and Rules should reach the Secr2tary before the end of
February, either by phone or in ~t~riting,

L\AAIXMAALX.

CRARTTY

The group has new been registered as a Charity No.270088
with effedt from l6th.August.9 1975., the governihginst~unent being’
the Constitution and Rules adopte~i on isb Harch,1975, and the
objects “For’the bend it of the public, the fürtheránce and
Scientific Etudy and. Conservation of Caves.’

Four’Trustees have been appointed by the Group ‘whose duty
it will be to act personally and.together on clesisions concerning
the Group. The eharity Commission publishes a’ hand book —

“Responsibility of Charity Trustess” copies of which have been made
available to the Trustees.

The Trustees are:— Malcolm Cotter
Peter Mathews
Ronald Saunders
Patri)k We] sh

PATE RELZE

Until 1st .kprii,1975 our Group ha3 received the benefit of
a discretionary. rote relief granted. by the Glutton R.D.C. which
had resulted in a saving of abcut 50* of the rate. When the
new Mendip District Council was formed., it was decided that in
the first year the discretionary reliefs would be continued for
a perio,d’of 12 months only,, and at the end of that tine, we
were reqnired to pay a full rate which amounted toj. 46.73.
We tried to cpnvince the Mendip D.C. that the discretionóry relief
should be continued because we had in no way changed our activities
but when this was unsuccessful, we explained that for Corporation
Tax purposes we had been accepted as a charitable bo~.y although
the registration of the charity had not at that tine been
completed.

• The council has now rrranted us mandatory relief as a
charity under Section 40(iY of the General Rate Act 1967, with the
result that.our rates have now been reduced’tok 26.76’. Whilst
we must eipec’t to have higher rates to.~ay when we have our new
cottage, nevertheless we should still receive nearly 50%. mandatory
relief. . . . . ,..

There is a short falfofLs2o hetween the total estimated
cost “of site, purchase and building the cottate and’the émounts
which we have in han~,pronisecl loans ant gifts ant Sports
Council grant. . The Sports Council has enquired how we propose
to raise the difference and. in ‘order to expedite final approval
of the Grant,Jt is propos~1 that we shall cover the short fall
by guarantees from our Members. Will all the Members who are
willincr to give guarantees in addition to orornised gifts or loans

Cont/......



please:.let~know how much they would be preperoct to
guaranteE. We hOpe, that by the time the work i~ finishe1~ ‘we
sh~lJ have raised’ suf’fjcjent funls so that we need not have
rect~ur~e to the. güafante~s,

.Siflce..’I’wasfur~jshed with.above information the Sports
Coricil has given us the grant an]. we now have the go ahead to
purchase the land and buill the cbttage.

Ron Saunders.

COTTAGE WIRBEN’S APPEAl,
As most of you probably know we have got the go ahead to

star building the new cottage. The first item on our agenda.
in the building prograr~e is the removal of the old Axbridge hut,
This will take place on the ~/E of 7th February. Jim Fry is
kindly providing a tractor and chains in the hope of Iragging the
hut into a’ i~eW position. .~ The buildjh~ area has then to be
levellel ani the foundation trenches dug anl concrete lryed,

For this work the Group will need the following tools.

A)~~ 2wh~e±b~~0~5 — heavy duty builders t~e.

B)

C)

D)

3 stades

1 hnsepipe

2 large buckets

E) 2 each bricklaydrs trowels — large and~soall

F) 2 metal floats

G) Scaffolding poles, boards and clips

H) ~~s.:2.extendable and one stepladder~

We will also need to purchase as ouch secondhand building
materials as Possible, especially timber an-I pantiles, If
anybody can help, please contact Wayne Hiscox as Soon as posaible.

LETTInS TO’ THE i~DITbn

MONEY MkTTERS

Ls many of you know, the Club has need of approxL500 over
and ~l’.s~ve the Land Purchase.~nd total and theAgreed Loans/Gifts
asked*formafly00~~~5 hack. To get the necessarygrant from
the Soorts1 Council They have agreed .to pay half the building
cocts but need assurance frorn::the Club ‘that the rest of the cash
will be forthcoming.

There are severs]. ways of getting this cash but
every way must of necessity depend upon the co-operation of every
Club member active or otherwise anti with this in mind listed are
the various alternatives — See over page.
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MONEY MLTTERS’

1. Each member to loan or gi~e~ a furthex~ sum of money to the
Club over a fixed period .oft~.t.ime_(min. 2 years).

Phi.] of course depends very riluchnipon~the.financial state of
ehCn person’andis therefore suspect.

2. The money to be~raise~ by holding some non—cbving fuhótion
Jumble Sale; outdoor activities etc.

not to be reco~mem:ied as the Sun raised is iisuthlly small and the
work involved generally great.

3. The possible manufacture and/or obtaining of caving items
Ijadders, Bela~rs ‘etc at wholesale prices and offering for sale
at a reasonable price outside, the Club. to Schools, Scouts,~.etc

Probably O.K. in the long term.

4. By holding some sort’ of sponsorea effort that can be
participated in by all members such as the scouriflg of Cheddar
Gorge for rubbish over a weekend and gaining--spons:orship from
the retailers in Cheddar,

It has possibilitibs an~i could almost certainly raise the required
sun if the necessary ground—work is carried out first.

5, (A suggystion ~ut ‘forward by Nalcoim Cotter)e
Each rnohber spends over a weekend on Mendip possibly up

to and beyond tio~ this sun broken down into Transport, Fopd,
Beer, Suñ’Iries, Lcconnodation etc~ New ‘if’ each individual was
to sacrifice one active weekend in the near future ant instead
had non-spenling wenk.end at Hone, 60, members woul7 raise .

600 — Some Thought ‘ ‘ .

Anyhow these are a few’~ and if ‘anybody has’’any
constructive comments to make anthem o,r possible..workable
alternatives I ‘1 or:ohe ‘~iduld be glAd to’hear then and in addition
if the committee will discuss,these and other possible ways of
raising the where—withall,’ I will ‘undertake to set” the machinery
in motion with any other willing volunteers.

If the scheme can get off the ground, and provided soineolin
or several people can act as guarantors then the cash from the
Sports Council will he forthooning whomever we need it.

It is up to all of us to see that it does.

Arthut~ ‘Stain.’

DIARY’~DATE.

Paul Esser Memorial Lecture: ‘ ‘

Physics Dept. BriEtol University.
8.15 pm on FEBRUARY”1~th.

Lecture by-Dr. Toni Waltham on Caves and Ice.



Congratulations to Bill Jonas for producing another fine
and varied Meet Progrèm~e~

MEET PROGRL?ll”IE 1976

JA.i~ A7/1 8 DALE BARN CAVE, QUAKING POT (YORKSHIRE.)

FEB 21/22 LANCASTER POT & COt~TY POT, MAGNETOMETER POT
:(YORI~SHIR~)

March 20/21 DAN—YR-OGOF, PANT MAWR (SOUTH WALES)

EASTER
APRIL 16/17/18/19 GIANTS HOLE,. Ofl ~ CAVERNS, HILLOCICS lIThE

SPEED1~1CLL MINE ~ DAV~N (DERBYSHIRE)

MAY 15/16 CHERRY TREE ROtE, SCOSK!. CAVE (YoRIcsHItui)

27 CAVING IN CO~TY CLARE (IRELAND)

JUNE .19/20: :... PEN~Y-G7~TT POT (Y0Rl~3HIRE) .

JULY 17/18 DOW CAVE & PROVIDENCE POT, LANGSTROTH. POT
(YORKSHIRE)

MJG~ 28 ANNUAL, EXPEDITION ?

SP±L~ 2 5/26 GRANGE RIGG POT & C~{RISTMLb POT, RUMBLING HOLE

(Y0uKsHIn~) .

OCT 23/24~ : . C~.•D. . OGOFYDARREN tILLU (~oU~H WALES)

NOV 6/7: RESCUE PEACTIbE. (PP~NDIp) :‘ -

NOV 20/21 SHORT DROP - GAVEL POT, MOHOLE (YORKSHIRE)

DEC 11/12 NOTTS POT, BULL POT ( YORKSHIItL)

dRAwG:s o~ Loh~nss
HON SEC~ PETE MLTIIEWS,

31 Brewhouse Hill
Wheathaupthtead,

Harts.
Tel—Phone, WITEATH/JWSTELD 2521 — Works WILWTh GARDEN CITY 23434

Ex 3449.
~}S NOMADS, Ian & Penny BRAMBLE,

56 Housesteads House,
Carlisle,.
,Cu±t~ria. . . .

(NO Postoode Yet.)
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?10C.G. Goes Bumping-.

M.C.G. Meet.~. September’ 1975.

ROWTEN POT• — KINGSDALE MASTER CAVE EXCHANGE.

Tt was with some trepidation, not only because of the caving,
b,yL ~e usual Friday night pastime as well, that an WiG contingent
of’ ijo’jld—be “sumpers” drove into Kingsdale on a dull Saturday
mor:~ng in September. All the evenings of discussing sump lengths,
dejths and anything to do with liquid including ale, were behind
us0 We were about to attempt that which we had been drinkingC)
aboi’~, and dreading, for weeks.

The main party for the attempt on the sumps finally broke
into two unenthusiastic groups, who, after prolonging changing to
the maximum, could no longer find anything to delay then on the
surface. -

Five of us chose to descend Rowten Pot, as this would ensure
the longest time to approach the point at which we would have to dive

añd,anyway,~ 260 ft of ladder climbing to the,snrfaceis enough

incentive to opt for the way out through the sumps. The remainder
of taje party decided, to go ixi Va1ley~Entrance,..as.:they ‘could delay
a t31e farther whilst waiting for us to tackle Rowten Pot.

SO,’±óu’r of us, Greg Smith, Richard Norris, .~ete Lingwood’,
a7 :çvself eventually found ourselves, uneventfully at the bottom

1.50ft. pitch. . The fifth member, a “Pennine” man, had
~-‘ ~Z: volunteered (bribed, think, with the promise of an evenings’
f ~c oeer) to line us all down and wait to line up the exchange
‘[“3 17,

The next pitch of SOft was ‘duly tackled~ and Greg sent on
his way. He stepped off the ladder at the botton and attempted to

• continue a further 3Oft free Climb on the r’emaining’ ITt of lifeline,
At this he was bodily hauled back to the ladder by the three of us
and.1r with niuch whistle blowin~ and explanations drowned in. the
crash’ng water, was politely requested to untie.

I followed him down and there met Neil Brooker, who had come
from valley Entrance via the sumps, his face beaming with a smug
satisfaction of achieving what we hed yet to do.

The*rest: of: the group descended with the us~ab1 procedures
and rejoined Greg, myself and ~ill Joiies~ who had also come from
the entrance with Neil. Bill then departed after Neil leaving us
to our fate,

After a short scrambler aM climb we were on the verge of the
final roped drop down to the lowest level of the pothole. We had
left the water at the last blithb and’here the silence was eerie after
tho characteristic crashing of water on the previous pitches.

Afterithe.rope pitdhWe ~ejoined the water,~ flowing sedately
along a short passa~e,. following it to the final depressirg sump pool.

Here, .we a~prehensively fitted our masks and made last minute
adjustments. :WedécidedwhO wOuld be first through the sumps.
After accliraatising hiinselfto thC’w~ter temperature and taking up

C ont/



Rowten — ICingsdale Exchange - Cant!,.

the tension on the gu•ide~ line, Gregtbok dbreathand was gone,
lea~rt.ng a faint ripple’on tha~fcarn~oveme

Then Richard took jip the line and waited for Greg’s
Signal. It came. Richard tOok a breath, but floundered and
returned. He had the guideline twisted round his ankle, A few
steadying moments later he again took the line ani then disappeared
into the sump’. Nyturn~ Inervoüsl~r adjüstedmy faceniask

,whilst waiting for the line to tug6 It did. I took a breath and
ducked into the sump entrance. I had to wriggle to get into the
passage proper, but the roof raised slightly and widened out, further
than my light would penetrate. The line Eeenedtb diEappear a
long way a head into the peat stained water, A magnificent, feeling
of isolation here. No se sation of cold, or sound, of fear.
One of splendid”suspension. Then the line rose through the
surfac.e,:and I.~pulled up into’s airbeli to joih Greg and Richard.
I tugged the line back to Pete and we then excitedly discus~ed our”
inpressions of the 27ft sump we had just.,dived. The, opinions were
unaniuous. Superbi Pete arrived and we look around us4 We were
in a ]arge airbell with classic scallopingon the walls. Impressions
ot ‘e~roteness and depth.

The nzt sump is l2ft]ong. Similar approach to the first4
Les~ nervous now5 more ‘compOsure to lOok ‘about.’ True ‘p1~re’atic
de~cThpment with an elliptical roof. . Then suddenly . surface
i t~ smell cnal.

Die more sump to tackle. No problems here. Done if before.
Q ‘ breath ant through. Only 6th long. Achievement complete,
W~iZ~tcc. Lingsdaie I1astei~ Cave,’ The otilOrs :.jojn’ me. ‘The small
C:~’~r2O2 becomes a babble of voices; the nervous relief now flooding
out: inc torrent,~of,,words~ :~., .~. . •v.’ ‘: -

Then someone is heard approching along the passage and
Ma1cclm Cotter, Roger Saunders and Charlie Ruddick appear. They
shou]zi have heen with Neil and Bill but decided to go and exp~ere
Sw’ - ~Go Final Chamber ITow they had no hope of exiting via the
sutms arr’l ~OWTEN as Bill’ and Neil would already be ascending and
de~jck -:fis.

.L’rrway, they denied to borrow our facemasks to go through
the sumps and return’. Richard,Pe-te and myself left Greg as
chaperone to the.lat,ecorners,enu commenced the return, to the: surface
as ge were beginning to feel cold.

O~an~uneVe~tfuj exit to the Vall~r Entrance we met. Ron. Saunders
Rob Penn & Steve (a club guest) and a friendly Yorkshiroman who was
es~o: ting then on tneir first visit to the cave.

Ju,bilttion of our successful passing of the sumps, not to
me-Lan our very presence of course, must have been obvious for
Ron congratulated u~ profusely. So to the surface where
eventually the rest, of the club gqthering~ . joined us

Th~ whole group ~h~n climbed the sca~s on the pretext of
helping bill anl. Neil detackle Rowten Pot., but really just. to look,
thDrcipon , we were met with some explicit language. They had
alrea’iysuccede.d in bringing up the .tackle;thernselves~

Cont/



Rowten — Kingsdale Exchange — Cont/,...

To complete the day’s caving and round off a visit to Rowten,
~:;a ot; the. party decided to do the RdWtëh~Cävó ibrough trip. A
~r.;~t~rr of so~o~ SOCi y&s~.:back dflto~ thè~obr behind the main Rowten

~‘e who stayed on the sur±éce ~ecanie worried when, after 10
xni:.~tz;~. no one had appeared at the Rowten Cave entrance.

Half an hour..lat.er., a, very prpiexed group of MCG cavers
~ I 1mm Jingling Cave EnGrence, a quarter of a mile away,
h-T1L,, fc~llowed. Malcolm Cotter’s insistent lirections that they were
~oi:ig the right way~ :, ~ . ~*

Eventually all the tackle was baxried down to the cars amongst
much self—congratulation and joviality. We drove back to Green
Close with a magnificent caving trip behind us and a good evening,
getting wet on the inside, Theforeus.

Steve Conquest.

PQ~SZt~1fl.

A good club turnout.this, with the following present:—
one guest and

Ron Saunders Greg Smith Malcolm Cotter
• : Roge~ Sa~hd~±s~ Bill Jones Charlie thaddick

Rob Penn ~. Richard Norris N0jl Brooker
• . Steve Conquest Pete Lingwoocl.

. ~ WATER AUflQRITY A~O~CES ~NDIP

- DYE TESTING QONTROLS* H

In an effort to prevent indiscriminate water tracing
experiments on the Mendip Hills, the Wessex Water Authority have
announce.t control measures on the use of dyes. . They state that
there are obvious dangers of .pollutio-a of a public water supply
( ‘yen jJ’ only visually, it should be adled) and that the SC3Ont2f2A~
value of tracing runs can be lost if unnotified trials are
attenpted. The eight point control procedure is ~etailed in a
leaflet issued~by the WWA~ . : •tj• ... .

£he leaflet, MENDIP DYE TRACING, is obtams~h1e from

The Director of Résoifrce Plannin€1
Wechno House,...Re:lcliffe Way,

Brjat,~]t~ BSt 6NY.

• Hard abou~tlie~dron who sa~ up all night,
studying for his blood test.



A special commendátibh for brévéry ab*eanc]. beyond the
call of duty mus.t surely~go .tQ~ Wayne ~who røcently cleared the
blockel up bog pit outside the cottage. Unfortunately we

- ‘~-nL anyone with a strong enough stomach to pin a metal on

4MAM&XLa~

G.B. ACCESS

Afte~ the lodks bein chared onthi~cav~ë, bookings can
only be made through the tleet Sec. There will be an official

‘~prdtest to Oliver Lloyd a~boüt this as it contravenes the agreement
made with other members of U.B.S.S.

AROU}TD LND LEOUP I

OFD. On the 8th~ it was reported that the
boulder choke immediately at the end of the traverses in QFD III
is very unstable following a recent collapse. Please::take the
utmost care when negotiating it.

Vague1runours have been heardofa pdasible sunped connect
ion between~LittleNeathfliv~er Cave. to Bridge Cave.

.Aaother very vCgu~ rumour has it •that a member of Wessex
is beleived. to hsve been killed during a lOOft prussik somewhere
in Spain.

CAVES OF nERBysHraE_:ertat~,o. .. Re Merlin’s Cave(Eyam)
the8ft Duck should read 60fl sump. Oops

Straz~s •Gill~and Pasture Gill Pots have been closed by the
landowner P~te Head Pot requires booking through the
Pen—y-ghen ecretary.

~66. .~

Snowrlon National Park is considering charging for going into
the nmDtains~ Possibly in the form of parking fees, in order
to get fundsfor the ~epairañdupkeep qI~,thepaths which are
suffe:~:½g.seriou~.waç~rnd.tq,ar,.,~:ThQy certainlyhcve a p±oblem
on ite:Lr hah:ts~ ThiE cbüiI affect cavers in respect of access
toLHr.cs. .• .-

Sports Grants
From Figures pu1~i4shecI by NCA the grant aid

received per head of participants is canoeing about 300 pence,
Mountaineering 130 pence, Sub Aqua i50 pence and caving
about Gpence. .. ... ~ rv: .




