
A~ciidip Caving Group Xewslcttc



— —l - ....W~.—.-.—•

?JENDIP CAVING GROUP NEWSLETTER No.116 HLRCH,1976

f’UCTTE

SECRETARY: Pete~Nathews: 31 B~ewhousë Hill,
Wheatham~ste~il~ Herts

Tel; Home Wheethampstead 2521.
Work Welwyn Garden City 23434 Ex. 5449

TREASURER Ron Saunders Rylstone, 21 Rushmoor Avenue,
- . Hazlenere, Bucks,

Phone Penn 3487

MEET SECRETARY
&. RESCUE WARDEN Bill Jones: .91 gt.saviours Road, Croydon,

Surrey
Phone 01 689 1529

COTTAGE WARDEN Wayne Hiscox: 47 Lansbury Drive, Hayes
- .. . . ~iUdx.

Phone (can be contacted at wo±k-- between 8.30
am — 5.00 pm No. 01 573 3888 Ex.677)

TACKLEMASTER . John Miriam: 25a Cole Park Road, Twickenham,
Middx.

Phone 01 892 3171

RECORDER Greg Smith: 16 Nield Road,-Hbyes, Middx.
Phone 01 848 3540

EDITOR Bflan Terry: 54 Brunswick Crescent,
New SouthagteLondon N.h IEB

Phone: (can he contacted at work between 9.00.
an - 5.OOpm No.359 5481 Ex 24.)

WEEia~Y CLUB are held at the “Royal Oak” New Road, Breritford,
MEETINGS: Middx, (behind B~thtfdM FootbAll Ground) every

Thursday night until closing time.

COTTAGE Stirrup Cup, Nordrach—onaNenlip, BThg?Lon, Somexs.3t.

ACCOPIMODATTON. for over 30 people — all essential services.
Guests chérged 3.Op~er night or day fee.
Members Cott~ge fees are no~ 20p per night or
day. Gu~st party bookings through the cottage
wr~Men ,. . . . .



EDITORIALNOTE

MCx~ôbZi 976ifriiig~ ~n5the~LGM raimd ancl the~heginuing of ~
year of; what -is .hoped~ intense activity with regards to the cottage
building programme. Everyones support 5s needed, financially and
physically, to help make this project the.suc.cess~that it-deserves
to be. Please give all the ~upport that you can.

I áxtend. my apologies to Pete Lingwood for omitting to
credit him for. the photographs (last issue, this aand th-? next)
that ~e thupplied for inclusion in the ne’~isletter. THLNK YOU PETE.

B.J.T. -

COTTAGE NEWS . . -

The completion of the Conveyance of the site to- the -Group
took plpqe on the. 20th February,1976.. .

The old Axbridge hut ha’s been re’moved and. the site cleared
and levelled& It was envisage’I that the -old hut could poss~bly
be removed whole with the help, of one -of Jims tré~tors, some chains
and many willing hands. - I think a làt pf people. suspected that
it might collapse like a pack of cards. Anyway after a lot of
pulling and pushing, nothing happened - literally..- The cottage.
was dismantled by hand and the assembled labour got splinters and
chicken ticks for their trouble. I understand that Jim might
allow us to keep some of our building materials.and tools in the
hut until we- get rnore~organised. -

Work on the footings has comuenced an-I surveying is still in
progress. At this particulex’ stage its a question of “many hands”
rather than “Too --many cooks” and labour required is unskilled.
So if you fancy helping with the footings in the very near future
contact Wayne Hiscox. -,• -. - - - -. : - - -... . .. - . . -

Fowl Happenings in Croydon

It was a aark winter~s .~v~ning~ Behind closed doors in -

an unimposing terrb céd house somewhere ~in Croydon, which we might
call 91. Ste. Saviours Road, few would suspect that an inportant - -

and highly secret meeting was in progress. I meeting which
might-decide .the fate of-the nation, at: least gastronomically
speaking. - For: the, meeting- to: which I refer i_s attended by
some of the country’s leading authoMties on the culinary arts.
Travelling from as far afield- as New Southgate ani. Wheathampstead
they are theeting ~o eci-Ie upon-the menu’ for the forthcoming
G~strospeleological Conventioni The Convention has been held
every year sinte the -early 50s and is attended by anyone who is
anyone in the fiel:i. of cave dining. - -

The Otto; Dining Group, as it is known, is a specialist
organization r’Irawing it ranks from amongst ordinary caving club
members. It exists for cavers with a special interest in dining.
In this little known branch of Cordon Blue Cookery we have seen

Cont/



Fowl Happenings in Croydon, cont/...
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some truly remarkable dishes such as the sardine and O.K. sauce
sandwich washed down with ei~ht or nine pints of London Pride.

There is, of course, a great deal of jargon associated with
cave dining much of which is a complete mystery to the ordinary
club cayer. A. great deal of this speciaIi~t terminology is
used in drawing up.cave.survêys. And here exploring and
surveying new cave is one of the mor~ useful roles perforrned.by the
C.D.G. .‘.At.ph~sical’li73its of exploration the explorer,.naturally
opens a can of self heating sbup; marking the survey, thus~ Soup
15 Soup 2 etc so that future cavers will ‘know exactly how many
cans to take on a particular trip. Similarly, surveys may be
marked duck, jam, joint, straws etc, according to which delicacy
the ‘C.D.G. experts think apprbpriate — ‘choke obviously is a pet.
name for artichoke, and is very popular ‘amongst discerning
speleogastronomers. The term “syphon” found on foreign surveys
refers to the strange continental habit of drinking mineral waters.
In much the sane way as restaurants’are r?ted on a star basis so
good csve.s are described as Grade 1 , Grade 2 etc.

But, we digress.. . the soberness of the Croydon meeting
was intense as the members studied the variius proposed dishes.
The delegate. fromNew Southage Kindly pointed out that duck gave
him wind, his fellows hurriadi.yscratched if off their lists.
Thisleft’thê favourite contender for the main course as Roast
Norfolk Turkey.. The new representative for Hayes Town expressed
soráe alarm, at this. It might be remembered that he is a leading
authority on, how other pedlple should cook baked beans, and has
long bOen noted for skill at:scrounging free,dinners from new
members. Leaping to his feet he addressed the meeting. “If you

..1stupied B.....ds choose tui~key, then Ithink you’re ‘a load of
‘peurile plebs. I’ll th’rb*up over the top table. Anyway, if
we have turkey I’am going to resign” . His fellows took sudden
interest at this last remark.’’ “The member for Hayes continued
“I don’t see why we should have turkey, we had it last year, why
should we have it, again. ‘-‘I’d rather suck sh.t from an elephant’s
a..e”. , The chairman thpnked the speaker, remarking that he had
rarely heard such an eloquent and witty argument. The meeting
voted;’ ‘Turkey’ ~jas carried’ by an overwhelming vote, and, the
Hayes iaeuber resigned. ‘ .~. ‘

At this juncture the delegpte from Twickenhbn, who had been
resting, his btéin, pQint,ed, out that as the Hayesmember wasn’t
going to th.e covention there was now no point in’hating, turkey,.
And that:, believe it or not1 is why you will be eating Roast,
~endip Chicken at the Group Dinner. ‘ ‘

Ogofwr Ddu.

Its a fact that, under the Street Act if you have an erection on
a public highway it must ‘be properly illuminated.



CHARGING AN OLUHAM THROUGH THE HEADLAMP

This isby far the easiest andinost convenient ~iay of
charging an cfldham and can be done quite easily after a few
minutes work with a hacksaw and file

SEE DIAGRAM A

The brass screw—head at the bottom of the headlamp is one
terminal (positive on my lamp, but this will depend on how the
terminals are connected on the top of the cell,) the other
terminal is buried in the plastic of the headlamp shell and is
connoct,ed to the charger by inserting a key in the keyhole and.
turning it 180°clockwise.

The only problem with this is — obtaining a key. The
key in~the diagram was made up from 1/8” mild steel and it works
very well. Any suitable metal can be used as very little force
is required to turn the key.

SEE DIP GRAM B
(not drawn to scale)

A leñgthof appropriately coloured wire.Vis attéchèdtà the.
key.,by means of a nut and bôlt and .a solder tag. . The other.
terminal can be connecifed to the char.gerwith a crocodile clip.
Crocodile clips on the other ends of the wire are also useful to
connect the wires to the charger. The crocodile clip for the
brass screw may need modifying slightly to make a reliable
connection that won’t slip off. One method of doing this is
tobend the ends of the clip and filing them so they fit into the
slot on the screw. Another metho~J would be to replace the
roundheaded nut with a hexagonal one. This of course would
require the heed lamp to be dismantled. The edges of the key
will have to be filed to get a tailor made fit.

Wayne Hiscóx.

LOW SCULP9?URS

Those of you who have visitd’d the 6ottagej~ecentlysnd have
recovered from hypothermia, may be wondering where the fire bricks
are. Well, lam about to enlighten you.

Many months ago in the northern wastes of What Ford’, a small
hobbit—like creatu—’e, one Dregs Myth, was seen leaving his residence
in the dead of night carrying a sack oE~-fire-bricks He padded
south on his little furry feet towards town rind slipped into the
back entrance (no pun here, I assure you) of a well known art
gallery. .:A~fi≥rtivedeal wasolinéhedanci asurn.of gold changed
hands. But, as always, the truth willout and Dregs fled west
to a Druid cousin, alleged to be descendant: o.f ~1erlin, who trans
formed the bricks to fit snugly inside their present secret hiding
place. Dregs has now moved— see “changes of Address”.

MT
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The following suggestions were received for changes to
the constitution from Malcolm Cotter.

Changes to constitution ant rules.

96, delete wording of 1975 edition and replace as follows:

96, 84 clays notice of a general meeting shall be published
in this newsletter and or by circular an]. or on the groups cottage
notice board.

Ii.Lnmotions for a change to the constitution ant rules
must be submitted to the Hon Secretary ant or Editor not less
thnn 70 days before the meeting at which the notion is to be put.

llI.L motion proposing a change to the constitution and
rules shall not be put to a general meeting unless published in
the newsletter ani or by ciraular and or on the groups cottage
notice board npt less than 56 -lays before the meeting at which
the motion is to be put. If after submitting a notion under
96 11 it appears that publication is not bo be made in tine any
member may publish it as above so as to comply with the required
notice.

lv. An amendment to a published motion must reach the Hon
Secretary and or Editor not later than 42 clays before the meeting
at which the motion is to be put.

V. ía amendment to a botion shall not be put to a general
meeting unless published in the newsletter ant or by circular and
or on the group cottage notice board not less than 28 days
before the meeting at which the motion is to he put. If it
appears after submitting an amendment under lV that publication
is not to be made in time any member may publish it as above so
as to comply with the requited notice.

Vl. A-motion or amendment must be seconded at the relevant
meeting

Vll. An amendment to a motion should be taken before the
motion an-]. if passed the motion together with any other
amendments it must fail..

dl delete ‘and proposals to change the constitution and
rules’

change 21 to 42

add 11 the names of persons nominated for the committee
shall be published in the newsletter and or by
circular and or on the groups cottage notice
board not less than 28 days before the meeting

I’ delete everything after committee and insert ‘ must grant
a postal vote to any member who applies to the Hon
Secretary not less than 14 days before the meeting.

The vote must be received at the relevant meeting to be
counted.

9g An emergency meeting with motions to alter the constitution
and rules may be c~lled as under 9a. The authority
calling this meeting must give 21 days notice of the
meeting and any motion published in the new~letter

Cont/..



Changes. to constitution and rules.

Cont/...

and or by circular and or on the group cdttage notice
board. Any motion must be voted on as put there being no
time for amendment.

Amendment to 9g
Alter2l days to?

TI ~ ~ .11 14
I? TI TI

delete and or on the gi~óu~~ cottage notice board.

NEWS ROUNDABOUT

In August, two members of the BEG :f0~h1~ a higher entrance
to the Pierre. Saint—Narten system.. This system is now 1328
metres deep. .

At about the same time Christopher Nu±’ray, a member of
Wessex was killed whilst prussik.ing ,j~ tile Cueva De Liordes in
the Picos De Europa. The rope parted from above when he was
about ten metres up a forty metre pitch.. We offer our
sympathies to both his parents and the Wessex.

Last summer a party from- Pegasus reached the terminal
sump in the Grotte de.la Cigalere —, the third.party ever to do
so. James Cobbett dived the sump but it became tootight for
futther ~r~gresè. . .~ . . . -

Hubert Kyrs lives at K-ralova .24,61600, CSSR and would
like to hear from his friends who visted Czechoslovakia last
summer. He would appreciate any letters, articles, magazines
etc as he is studying English. -

O.D. is able to report. tithe has..some news of interest to
fans of that phenominal f~tfreakCrikey Moilins. Rumours
leaking out of the Nutters anfl. Ranters Club sugg?st that the
muddled Ilollins is betrothed. Is this the end of the road for
Crikey or will batman save him in the nick of time. In any event
I would like to offer-my congratulations to the happy couple.

OGOFWR DDU.

CLUB NEWS

CONGRATUILTIONS go to Joan Sc Pete Goddard for their third
addition, Simonweighing in at. 51b loz. Born on the 21st December,
1975. . . .

Cont!....



Hayes,
848 3340Middx. PHONE 01

Martin Philips
4Suthër].’and Man~sioflS,

Th~k~
Whitchurch,:

Cardiff.

David Thackr8~
5 Bath Street,

Frome,
Sotherset. ~ ... -

REMINDER~

Will members who have not yet paid
please note that they are now overdue.

BCRA SUNMER flEETING

• DIARY DATES

1976 to be held in Wells, S~tnrday,
5th June.

The seaman came home after a years’
sick. He took her tothé &betor~:WhO told him confidential]-! that
his wife was pregnant. :~

“Why that’s impossible”, said the
for moie than 8 ~ “ . . .~

“Yes,I know,” said the doctor,
pregnancy, You see, someone had it

Changes

NEW~

of Address.

Cont/.

Greg amith.&.Br1~e~ke~n
now both reside at,

16 Nield Road,

Prospective Members
Jonathan Roberts

17 Kent Avenue,
W.13 - ~:tzPhofle~O1 997 2916

their subscriptions

7th INTERN4TIONAL SPET4EOIOGICAL CONGRESS
to be held in Sheffield,

September 10th — 17th 1977.

absence to find his wife

seamam, “I’ve been at

“We call, it :~
in for you”.

sea

grudge
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PALkEOLITHIC. CAVE ART.

The Upper PalaeolithicAurignaciaa aria Nagdalenian cultures
are characterised by.extraordinary engravings and paintings found in
many of the once irthabited caves.. Between.15,000 and 25,00Q years
ago, there was a sudden development of this. art in thC limestone areas
of S~W.France~and N~E.Spaiñ. -;: . -

The Old Stone Age lasted from about I ,000,000 to 10,000 BC,
and is di ided into Lower, ~hddle and Upper. About 40,000 BC.
during the Upper period, Homo Sapiens superceded Neanderthal Nan.

uTheOldest culture whose cave art has come down to us is the
Aurignacian,, fror. about 35,000 to 25,000 BC. This was fo],:Iowe&..
by the Soluttian, from 25,000 to 20,000 BC. . Then the Nagdalenién
which lasted until bbout 10,000 BC. . The cave art of. France and...
Spain spans all these periods. . ~. .

Prehistoric picto4al art was first discovered in 1880
Altmira in Spain, but it was not pntil the early 1900’s. that i~t
was accepted as genuine. Indeed, when first discovered they~
appeared to be only a century o:r so old. This was because.,
through the years the, deserted caves were covered ~iith. deposits or
blocked by debris; This prevented any damage by man or atmospheric
conditions and served to keep the paintings in what must be almost
their ~original cpnditipn. The discovery in 1940 o,f the cave at
Lsscaux in Fi~ance ,raised public admiration for prehistoric art to: a
ai~1a pitch The paintings in. the caves of the Perigord district of
rr~nce arc believed to be bhe oldest in existence.

Usually engravings and paintings are found in the remote
anit dark places of the eaves, suggesting that the artist must have
pr~vided illumination for himself, either from torches or fat~
bur:aing stone lamps. Some of the art is also curiously positioned
on 1c4ty ceilungs, under low, overhangs. and. in narrow passages.

The artists tools and materials were very simple. For
-paintbrushes, he used his fingers, or feathers or perhaps twigs,.
His. ,spe~trun i~as, limited to black, brown, yellow and red. The
black was obtained from soot, charcoal or manganese ore., The
other colours h~’ got from oohres’c. - . ‘There were no blues or greens
in his palette, These pigments were reduced to powder end then
mUced.witn a binding a~ent.’ Stone saucers or shell palettes have:
been found in which colours were mixed with fat, blood, water or
.Slbumqn, . Sometimes the colours werp finely ground and simply
blown onto the surface, much as the Aborigines do in Australia even
today He also used stone implements to engrave pictures on the
walls and sothetime’s hO made sculptures from clay or carved from rock.

The earliest pictures are meandering lines drawn with fingers
in wet clay, referred to as “macaroni”. Gradually these lines
evolved into recognisable pictures of animals. Also among the
earliest art are hands, souetimes strangely mutilated, shown outlined
in red or black.

In the first pictures, “twisted perspective” is used, so that
although the animal is depicted side on, The horns and hoofs are
shown fron a frontal viewpoint. Later portrayals, however, show
the animal wholly in perspective.

The animals are mostly maminoths, woolly rhinoceroses, bison,

Cont/....



rnJ.~tcJr ~11wrs~s. Some paintir~ are tiny, some are enormous
~otno arc in outline only, som’ shrled some colour—washed, some

multicoloured. Some are female and pregnatt and some ~ré shown
wounded or dying.: L f cvi are badlydrawn, but most are amazingly
well drawn exhibiting an impressi.v~ real’i’~n.

Thinting and dancing scenes with human figures are rarer the
painting at Lascaux, however, shows a bison wounded by a long arrow
with the hunter fa1lin~ in front of the animal. It is interesting
to note that huwn figures shown in attitudes of noverient in the cave
paintings at Cogul in B. Spain are precisely the same as those
depicted at Sc’ltadora in the Levant and Domboshawa in S~ Rhodesia.
Similarly4 drawings in the fanous~ bison fresco bf Aitamira are
comparable with those of eland at khos’ta, lesotho.

Many eminent prehistorians agree that cave art was not “art
for art~ s sake” but had a purpose. As the paintings ctnsist
mainly of ~‘nirals it may indicate a strong belief in sympathetic magic,
that Palaeolithic non believed that if he painted then he would
gain power over then when hunting. It may bo that they had a sacred
meaning.

To the first niono Sapiens animals were all important Their
skins clothed lain, their flesh ant blood fed him, He used their
intestines to make string ani thread, and their bones for tools and
weapons. He needed an endle~s supply to ensure surival. Other
animals were also impc~tant, by reason of being dangeroussuch as
bears and lions. His life was inextricably interwoven with animals
so it is hardly surpising that h~ depicted them in the only way he
knew possible.

There are many äavestd visit, aithouflLa~cthux the nb~t
famous is now closed to the general public. This is because the
artificial light and microhacteria from froa the breath of countless
visitors has started to affect the organic matter in the paintings.
However, faithful re~licas of the. originalë using the sane materials
and mcthod are on display. Work continues to~ arrest and restore
th~tri~iñais, But there is Altira and Parpallo in Spain and
Rouffignac and other caves around Les Eyzines, Poch—Merle and Nioux
in France to name but a few.

It is a strange and awe inspiring experience to see tins cave
art which links us across eons of time with the dawn of civflisation
Momentarily we seo, as .tonc ige Man saw all those countless years

Bfleh Terry /
Rofr Saunders



HOW TO SURVIVE IN 1976.

Do not enter any public buildin~ which has been erected
according to a novel or revolutionary principle of architecture:
contains any materials hitherto unused on such a scale, has the
largest unsupported roof of its kind: has been awarded a prize
for outstanding design.

Do not sit next to strangers on public transport. Those
in buses and trains have colds and flu4 those in aircraft have
cholera, smallpox, anthrax, or lassa fever.

Do not strike matches near the English Channel.

Do not cross roads by the subway. You will either be arnigged
see so~nething nasty or have to paddle through a mixture of urine
and last weeks rainwater.

Do not rub your scalp% bosom~ ox’ arinpite with any Amazing
Scientific Discovery.

Do not take sauna baths — ?inlanã. has more deaths fran
cardiac arrest than any ether country.

Do not mince about or~ commons or heaths after dark.

Do not ride on last buses and tubes.

When being overtaken by a Long Vehicle drive onto the
verge or into a hedge to avoid being crushed by its rear wheel.

Do not wear tight pants or take hot baths — How many times
must you be told what they do to you~

Avoid smart rosturants in european capitals, particularly
Paris and Brussels, Even if the food has no ill effects, the
bill can prove fatal.

Who’s the bravest man in the world?

the peanut vendor .... he whistles while his nuts are
roasting.




