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(~1ENDIP CAVING GROUP NEWSLETTER

- NARCH.J977

CONNITTEE;...

SECRETARY • Pete Ilathews:..

Tel’ Home.
Wbrki

31, ,Brewhouse Hill,
Wheathampstead, Herts.

Wheathampstead — 2521
96 23434x3432

TREASURER: Rorj..

Tel.

Saünd.&r.si. Rylstone, 21 Rushthoor
Ha21emêr~ Bpck~.

Penn — 3487

i’ vs.

NEET SECRETARY&.
RESCUE WARDEN

•p i ~:° n e $
91, St. Saviour’s
Croydon, Surrey.

Road,

Tel. 01 — 689 — 1529 •:

Wayne Hisco~: 47, Larisbury Drive,
Hayes, rliddx

TACKLE N R 5T~ ~.

Tel. (orr. Hrs.)

John Niriam:

01 573 — 3888 x 2940

281, Tudor Drive,
.Kin:gston upon.~.iFh.~im~,
Sur~tey .: .i:

fl~• — 549: — .7242
01 — 546 — 7741 x 280

Greg Smith 16, Nield Road,
Hayes, Niddx.

Tel. 01 — 848 — 3349

EDITOR Steve CoRquest;.. 4, Woodpecker Close, -

Edmonton, N9 7ND

Tel. Home.:- •>-~ — 804 — 8521
..t~.L:work:h *~l — 808 — 1050 x 669

WEEKLY CLUB NEETINGS: Are heldat Uw ‘Six Bells’
High ~..St evet~yThursdáy night

Brentford
until c1o~ing.

COTTAGE: Stirrup Cup; Nordrach...on4lendip,
Blagdon, Sorñeräet.

For over 30 people — all essential
services. Guest party bookings through.
the Cottage Warden.

COTTAGE WARDEN

RECORDER

Tel. Home:.~1E
Work:

ACCONO DAT ION:



EDITORIAL

fqy job has
several ar
publishing

sprung into life just recently as I have received
tides fat theNewslettet ~nd have Juát compl~ted
the No, 6 Journal and :Newsletter No. 118.

The last Newsletter contained thothe ijiteresting articles about
recent trips,, but, at, long last, I have obtained one about
Stream Passage Pot in Gaping GilL

There is more information about Bone Hole, and a survey, which
is really supplementary to the journal article I

I would 1ike.~to thank Helen Ingoid, whose help inspired the
articles in “Notes from a Personal Log “

Af.ter~the iast•two articles about SRT practices,
Descent that someone had a nasty experience with
You can’t wihr

Steve Conquest

;:CLUB NEWS

The cost will, be £3.50 per head.

The dinner will be preceded by the Annual General Neeting to
be held at the bbttá~e,..Nordrach-~o,n—’Rendi:p..

NEW i1E~1BERS -

Probationary Dane Ki±b~;
20, Suakéleys Drive,
,ilckenham,..
‘Uxbridge~ Middlesex. Uxbridge — 37361

tFull — Rob Penn,

“Su~hy Bank” :

Handleton Common,
Lane End,

‘:High’Wycombe~
Bucks~

I rdad in
a Croll Jathmëj.

DINNER and A.C.M.

The Ariiiu’al Group DinneriJill be at “The Star Hotel,”
Somerset, on Saturday,(7.30 p.m. for 8,00 p.m.) 26th

in Wells,
March, 1977.

. . .. — I ... —.



JOURNAL

Journal No. 6 is now available free to paid up
members.

A very good jourhal indeed, this, with exhaustive contents
on the group’s work in Bone Hole, Ireland, August Hole, and
on Blackrnoor. . . . -

Contents:— The Salt Nines of Wieliczka, Poland.
- Blackmoor, Charterhouse.

Digs and Discoveries in August Hole.

Pollcan, Doolin, Co. Clare, Ireland.

A Nagneto/Capacitor Shdt Firing Device.

Towards Conservation~

Interim flepOrt on Bone•.:Hole, Cheddar Gorge.

First Tunnel under the Thames.

The majority of articles are fully illustrated with detailed
maps, surveys and diagrams. I. . ... . .

The journal is available to clubs, societies, on
application; at acoãtóf 4Op. plus postaga & packinQ
(25p.) .. . .. . .

Backcoples of Journals 4 and 5 are: also available.
(price on application to non—members)

.ELECTIbN OF OFFICERS. . . .. .. . . . . .

The following nominees have been propo~ed for election to thq
committee at the A,G.N. The post of which they are nominated7
is shown alongside. . . . ,-

Name - . Post
Secretary

Treasurer

- . . i9eet Secretary & Rescue Warden
Cottage Warden

Tacklemaster

-. . .. . . . Recorder

Editor

* At the time of printing, no names had been put forward



DIARY DATES

Next club mmet will bb in South Wales on Harch 12th0
The. venue is Dan—yr,.Ugof and accommodation will be
at South Wales Caving club cottage

Contact Bill Jones for de€ails.

Notes from a Personal Log

STREAM PASSAGE PUT, GAPING GILL,
,INGLEBORLFUGH,tORKSHTRE ,,.,,,..,. 29th August. 76

On Sunday morning we got up quite early and commenced preparing
our tackle ready for the trip down Stream Passage Pot, which,
had been arranged the evening before in tFie~ ‘Shoes.’ Bill
Pybus and. Chris .arived,..at Green Close at about 10.30 a.m, and~
after sorting out all the equipment we eventually left for
Clapham at about.12.UO noon..

t~e drove to Clapham and left the cars in the car park and pro
ceeded on the long walk up to G.G. IlainShaft :with Steve, Pete,
Jane and Eric, who •we±é going down Bar Pot and exiting via the
winch, At Ingleborough Show Cavern we stopped for a much needed
bottle of pop, then continued the trek up Trow Gill and out onto
Clapham Bottoms. . . .. ,..

We proceededJ.nthe general direction of whereStr~am Passa~e
entrance should be. After some discussion Bill ~went ov~r to the
[lain Shaft to ‘book’ us in, whilst we searched for the righthple.
There was some confusion as to whether we we~’e actually at
Frustration Pot entrance, As no—one had been down Either before,
it led to some considerable discussion,

Bill.soon returned and as John N and John Nac had found no other
entrance to the south—west, we got changed and entered the pot~

John and John soon reached the first 25 foot pitch after following
the stream in a meandering canyon passage. We descended and an
easy walking passage leads to the big second pitch after a further
360 feet,

This was the only free hanging pitch and was quite a good climb
down of 70 feet. The third pitch was. afew feet away and .thezie
was plenty of room •on the ledge. This pitch proved, quite awk
ward to tackle as it was so broken with no straight drop down.
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Bill, was then tr~iiig to throw the lifeline down thethitd pitch
butfridt. succeeding Uery well as the line kept getting hooked on
to the many ledges Eventually it came down and Phil tied on
and climbed up. John Niriam ascended next and this time We got
the lifeline first throw. Chris followed and JohnN~c and myself
got all the tackle ready for hauling up. We decided not to put
too much on at once in the hope that it wouldn’t get caUght up.
This seemed to work and it was my turn to climb the pitch. By
thiA.tiths I Was quite cold and glad to get started.

After about 30 feet I found the lifeline was hooked around a
flake of rock to my right I stepped off the ladder onto a
léd~e and tried. flioking the rope round but this didn’t work.
I had to shout up for slack and climb back down to the bottom
of’ the pitch from where John managed to free the rope straight
away Again I started the climb up and this time had no hitches
When I reached the ledge 25 foot from the top I was told I could
carry on without untying This I did and joined Phil and Chris
on tthe next l~dge. Chris was by nbw quite cold and also hthvirig
trouble with her carbide lamp.. I tried to fix it, but withoUt
much success. Phil h~ad a go in. between lifelining.

Unfortunately when John [~ac got the the 25 foot ledge he tried
hauling the ladder up with John fliriam and realised the ladder
had caught right at the bottom John [lac climbed back to the
bottom and freed the ladder and shouted up for the lifeline to
bi taken in. Phil asked him to hang on as he was trying to fix
Chris’s light. After a few minutes and some strong language we
realised John was standing in the stream and getting very cold.
and Phil immediately took in the lifeline And John started his.
second climb up

By now Sill and Greg had gone up the second pitch and wei’e
waiting to lifeline somebody else up. I decided to go as Phil
was going to try to fix Chris’s light after lifelining John up
I ,was~ a little wortied that the strength in my arms and legs: would
go, especially as this was a free hanging pitch I started off
and managed to get a good rhythm and must huve climbed 55 feet~
before testing,. It was an impressive sight just hanging in mid
air above 55 feet of blackness dotted with little lights I
carried on climbing and this time got within 10 feet and had
another rest. Just a few more feet and ‘I’ made it to the top.
I untied and the rope was let down for Chris The cold seemed
to sap her strength and she needed quite a number of rests
before reaching the top Once up it was decided Sill and Chris
would go on out Bill taking my electric cell and Chris with
a carbide This left me with no light but I could crawl a
few feet with some tackle as the passage was quite straight
forward

Phil and John Pliriam came up next folowed by the tackle which
John Nac was tying on for us, Phil and I then shuffled the
tackle down the winding passage and carried on to the 25 foot
pitch.
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Various other volumes in the Northern Caves Series are
av~ailable from Greg Smith © £l.~5 each.

Surveys are available frorn.Helen Ingold © various prices.

BONE HOLE, CHEDDMR GORGE.

Now that we have published a general synopsis of the work
carried ou,t since i9~7, we can put forward some ideas which
have been forming~ slOwly from the accumulation of detailed
observations which have been made during our work

Before we can discuss the details of the cave, it is necessary
to have some idea at least of how the cave was formed It seems
that the whOle cave owes its origin to an enlarged vertical
fissure in which the major part of the enlargement was takinq
pla~e whilst the cave was under water, or water—filled.

Scalloping is seen, indicating a slow, rather than fast, water—
flow during this period, in all areas of the cave so far seen

F~ulting has bccUrred bn a North—South line, which caused great
dislocation of the bedrock, both along the bedding.~planes and
the vertical joints. This affected the whole area qf the cave
so far discovered. -

Nost, but not all, of these fractures have been covered with
various thicknesses of daléite. th~e clean fractures may well
indicate that settlement is still in progress, since these seem
to extend in vertical rather than horizontal directions.

From some areas we have noted as many as nine layers of stalag~.
mite floor, interspersed with mud, or mud—and grit bands. This
grit is thought to be wholly calcareous, being composed of
fragments of limestone and calcite granules. This indicated
periods of infilling and re—excaUatibn, thO last cycle being
now in process.

The most recent infilling mut -há’~Pe- taken place since the bones
were deposited, since not only are they found in a brown silty
mud, but that mud, has even, flowed into and filLe~ame of-the
long bones. .

From our observations we. believe that .the mud infill must have
occurred since the last bones were deposited and that the mud
filled the old cave almost to the top of the jammed boulder and
to the top of the talus—cone. For this to occur, and yet leave
the Skull Slope passage relatively free of mud, the talus—cone,
must have reached the tdp of the archwa9 entrance to Skull Slope,
and restricted the flow of mud to the South. This is borne out
by the presence of bones at a higher level in our excavated
shaft.
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On some rock surfaces of the new’cáve, atedish, scaly skin
has baen noted, which may be habmatite. This has also been
found in the oute± lCjer of’ stalagmite, Further investigatiqn
will be made to ascertain the identity of this substance

The origin of the la~ge quantity of small and medium—size
rocks. in the cav~ has given us much more food fot thought
than ahy of’ the aforementioned items; The overburdencoveritrg
the Undisturbed bone layers in the old cave danbé quite eaeily
explained by the removal of substantial quantities of rock from
the outer rift, probably by William Long, William Boyd Dawkins
and by the Cough family, as described by Harry Balch

Thornycroftr~l~tes that the •rift was enlarged toracilitate
the removal Of the many tons of soil from inside the cave, and
the~Oughs are known to have used explosives to remove quant-4
ities of calcite formatiOns for the benefit of. their visitors.
The shot—holes are still visible. There is no other spoil tq
be seon, so we can only assume that •the rock was thrown back
into the cave. Several ver9 lthrge sections of the liest wall

- at the entrance had suhk into the talus—cone just inside the
entry arch, and these may wall have been the newly—fallen rocks
which the :Rev. H.H; Winwood noted during a vitit to-the cavO~?
by the Geologists’ kssociation in 1889. (Rt that time the~ da~ia
was called “The Dawkins Cavern”)

The area,of shattered blockê in the West Rift area are •most
surely the direct result of the faulting, and the boulder piles
at the southern boundary of this area are the effects ofaub—
sequéntcollapse.

It is, however, the rocks of Skull Slope which provide the
most puzzling feature, and for which we have not yet cbme-td*
any wholly satisfactory theory. •:

The facts are that —

a) the bones are intermingled with the rocks in such a way
• that they could not have been carried in after the rocks.

b) a large number of the bones have been crushed into small
fragments, as if ground up in movement of the whole pile..

c) at least one human rib—cage; vertebrae •and skull~’• were-foqnd
to~ethe±’ at the lower end of the slopej although further
rocks had covered the remains This was close to the Beaker
pottery (see below). Otherwise we have ‘found no aseodiatØd
bones of either man or animal in juxtaposition This
potteryappears to have been plabed, rather fallen onto
the rocky surface of the slope, and was’ shattered by
further rocks falling onto it, and buryingit. Hence, at
•that time, which is thought tO be apiErox. 3600 years 8.P.:,
there must have been a roUky slope and access. (This doe?
not meannOcessarily that the top ehtry to ‘Skull Slope wqs
open; but that would certainly~ have been th~ shortest ‘

route)
d) at least four human skullswe±e on the surfaàe of the 510

This indicates further that either they were placed on tb~
slope, since it is highly unlikely that a brittle skull
would reach far down the slope without being smashed to
small fragments if carried down by a flow of rocks; or,
that the skulls were still flesh—covered and rolled down
the surface,
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Tn that state they would stand a fair chance of coming to
rest, with the minimal damage as found. However, the lower
Jaw’ i~ib~ild still be adjacent, if not subsequently moved.
In one case, the upper jaw and palate has been smashed into
the skull although the fine nasal ~bones are still there. In
this particular case, it could be’ t’fue that the head, if pot
the body, had been dropped into the. cave and the head had
rolled into Skull Slope. R lo~.ser jaw was,in this cése found
nearby. .‘ ‘ ‘:‘ -

• e) as remarked before, the rocks f~orming the slope are al’mdst
completely free of calcite “and not cemented to the ‘Ual’ls
which are well—lined with calcite., ,Only ttjo.,patch~s.-of

• ‘ stalagmite formation, measuring a fpui, s~uaI~e ‘i,nch,es in area,
ware. found on the whole slope. ‘ ,,:
one animal skull, and.a few bones were.cerr~sp,ted to t,hthualls
th~ skull being ab,oye- ‘the level of’ 1tha,Hflopr..’

g) ‘ the base -of Skull’Slope terminates’ tn:’a thick stalagmite”
floor, completely precluding an:y po~ssibility of reGent’~move—
ment in a downwards direction ‘at ‘that points”. On tha,Lnc’~th—
uard slope of this floor was found the second ‘parttofl~ the’

- ‘:• Beaker’ pottery.” Hence there cannot’: have been much movem~ht
in the region since 3B00 B.P. or thereabouts’. ~“ H

h) in the edge of the floor, a small pocket in the calcite.
contains bones. These are not, however, cemented to the
calcite.

This last item was notad at the Christmas/New Year 1976/7. It
may well be the clue to the problem of the rocks in Skull Slope.
For these bones :,.t:q .h~ve remained fr&e ;:af the calcit? po~cket
containing thefh7’üh3R’~
one thought.i~o,ccurs to ,u~~.namsl~yjtftat .the~p~qcket was,, filiad
with ‘mud:~ which. has only’ recently~leav4-ia~g,~,hp
bonesf~’ree.;.::’ .,. .,,‘ -z “~r’’’L.,:’ .

Rnd, if the pocket was mud-filled,. how abaut the slope itself,
if that had been covered with mud o,r everm a thin covering-of’
fine silt, until ve~y recently, there would be the explanation
for the lack of floor formations. :, ‘ ,

But there we come to another problem... For at.that same ~erio~,
the dawn of 197’?, we made a further discovery. (Something ne~i
seems to happen each New Year).

Nessrs. ‘3one~ and Smith did: some :work; in the lower part’::,~~’.~:”,
West Passage and removed some of the rocks which appearE~J to -

support the base of the Skull Slope at the point. Far from
burying themselves under tons of rock, they made the discovery
that Skull Slope is lying upon a stalagmited boulder floor,
under which there is a chamber or passage. So far we have only
a restricted view of it, but it seems well—decorated and wtth~
massive boulders forming occasional supports for the roof. H

The floor of this lower chamber appears fairly clear of mud.



Our theory of a mud—coveted slope is now difficult to maintai~n,
since to. wash away the mud in considerable quantities, and fairly
evenly .ove~ the whole surface, and also fairly recently would
require something in the natur.e of a stream or-very heavy drip
from the roof formations. This mud-would then -have been carried
down to the lowest ~art of the floor, or through holes into the
lower chamber, where the floor would have been covered. . Sinqe
there is no possibility of a stream having •run down -the slope
(it would have removed the bone fragrnents)and a heavy drip has
not, carried down any mud, we are noü -‘back to- -square one. The
Skull Slope enigma remains. -

‘This chamber beneath the Slope is not far from the ieu.el~of the :‘~‘

base of Flake Dig, and may well connect with a putative stream
passage which also was .discover2d at the New Year, running
slightly West of South at the bottom of Flake Dig. - --

The Beaker -Pottery noted above, is noü :~fl the hands of Dr. -.

N. Cook at Wells Iluseum. It is a very fine piAce of workman-,
ship aá all that have seen it have remarked. - InU.B.S.S. -

Proceedings- published- in December, Prof. Tratman describes it
as Niddle Beaker period. That would Øut the date of its-map.’
ufacture somewhere in- the region of 3800 years B~P-. - and yet Us
have in the upper levels of the excavated shaft and a~ain in --

the- lower levels of Flake Dig, Iron Age artefacts. If our owp
- conjecture that the most recent potsherd is of Bonier ware, then

we have a period of use forsojne two’S millehia, however—,- intet—
mittent it may have been. - - - - - - -

- ~. Cox.

National Caving Assdcia-tion Eguipment..Committee -

Fortunately, or luckily serious accidents as a result of
equipment failure are quiterare. - This doas meanhowever,
that it is extremely difficult to study actual -practical -, —

causes of failure. The N,C,A. are, therefore, recording -

details of all events of failure, analysing them and pub... -

lishing their findings. It is important to realize that -

from this point of view, accidents n which no one--is -hurt - -

are of just as much use as those involving a fatality. In -

this way possible hazards can be pin pointed and help prevent
further instances. Everyone should be quite aU~re now of the
abrasion risk to rope using SiLT. -

During-- the summàr the- 3fl:: ft fited ladder in Otter Hole --

- snapped -as :a - result-Of corrosiondof- the wire insidi one -of -

the upper rungs. - - -
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MENDIP CAVING GROUP

The Annual General Meeting of the Group will be held
at the Cottage, Nordrach on Mendip on Saturday, 26th March.starting
at 4.00 pm sharp.

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the 1976 A.G.M.

Minutes of the previous general meeting.
3. Hon. Officers’ Reports

Secretary — P.Mathews
Treasurer — R.Saunders, including Auditors
Cottage Warden — W.Hiscox
Me9t Secretary — W.Jones
Editor — S.Conquest
Tacklemaster — J.Miriam
Recorder — G.Smith

4. Election of Committee 1977/78
There being no other candidates, the Committee

remains as above with the exception
Meet Secretary — P.Ingold

5. The Cottage
a. Progress and plans for Summer 1977 — W.Hiscox
b. Financial Position — P.Mathews
c. Thind Raising — A.Spain

It is intended to call some form of meeting towards the
end of the summer to discuss progress.

6. Any Other Business.

7. Close of Meeting.

The coach to Wells is due at the Cottage at 7 o’clock.
There are still one or two dinner tickets left at the modest price
of £3.50, available from the Secretary.

Announcement

The next Annual General Meeting of the Group will be held
on Saturday, 11th March 1978. -

The Group is to hold a St.George’s Day Barn Dance, guess
what, it’s going to be held on 23rd April in Brentford.




